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Protest over ‘world’s nuclear dustbin’ 

Uranium sent 

to Britain in 
secret deal 

By Michael Evans, Robin Lodge and Philip Webster 
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A LOAD of nuclear weapons-grade 
uranium is due to be flown from 
the former Soviet republic of Geor¬ 
gia to Scotland this week after a 
secret deal between Tony Blair and 
President Clinton to prevent it 
falling into the hands of terrorists. 

Britain agreed to take the urani¬ 
um — which will be reprocessed at 
Dounreay and used to make medi¬ 
cal isotopes for cancer treatments 
— after two years of negotiation 
failed to find a home for it in 
Russia, America or France. 

The material — 91b of “fresh" 
highly enriched uranium and 1Mb 
of spent radioactive fuel — will be 
flown in by an American military 
plane within the next few days, 
although the date and time of 
arrival are being kept secret to 
comply with what the UK Atomic 
Energy Agency described as inter¬ 
national security practice. 

But the decision, and the secrecy 
surrounding it, brought protests 
yesterday from environmental 
groups and MPs of all parties. Alex 
Salmon d, the Scottish National 
Party leader, accused the Prime 
Minister of “prostituting Scotland 
as a world nuclear dustbin to curry 
favour with the Clinton 
Administration": 

Labour MPS voiced concerns 
that Britain might be seen as a “soft 
much” for the dumping of nuclear 
waste, and their fears were echoed 
by environmental groups which 
thought the Georgian shipment 
could lead to more consignments 
from research reactors around the 
world- John Redwood, the Shadow 
President of the Board of Trade, 
said; “We want to know why Mr 
Blair has done this deal and how it 
squares with his claim to be super 
green.” 

The operation, codenamed Au¬ 
burn Endeavour, was launched 


after Mr Clinton raised safely fears 
with President Shevardnadze of 
Georgia, a republic plagued by 
unrest and bordered by unstable 
nations — including the rebel 
Russian republic of Chechnya. 

The uranium, which is in storage 
at a civil nuclear research centre 
near the capital, Tbilisi, had been 
used for scientific projects, but 
there is said to be enough there to 
build a nuclear bomb and Ameri¬ 
can officials feared that it could end 
up in die hands of Chechen rebels, 
Iran or other aspiring midear 
nations. There have been a number 
of reports that Iran has acquired 
bomb-grade fuel from a former 
Soviet republic. 

Russia had been expecting to 
take the fuel, but negotiations 
between Moscow and Washington 
which began two years ago failed to 
produce a deal. The American 
Administration felt unable to ac¬ 
cept the material because of expect¬ 
ed fierce opposition from environ- 


VMHRERy I 

Re JTiAvRAl/r sz VP 



'Relax— thars not 
beef on the bone, 
that’s uranium ” 


mentalists, and Prance, which has 
a large reprocessing capability, 
reportedly declined to help. 

Discussions between Britain and 
America began last year and the 
secret deal was clinched when Mr 
Blair met Mr Clinton in Washing¬ 
ton in February. By then, concern 
about the material was growing 
after another attempt on Mr 
Shevardnadze's life. 

Challenged about the decision as 
Mr Blair returned from the Middle 
East yesterday, the Prime Minis¬ 
ter's official spokesman said that it 
had been made on safety grounds 
to prevent the possibility of the 
material being misused. It was not 
a commerdal deal. 

The Foreign Office said that a 
number of departments had been 
involved in the negotiations and the 
intention had been to announce the , 
shipment after its arrival. The deal 
demonstrated Britain's commit¬ 
ment to the Nuclear Non-Prolifera¬ 
tion TYeaty and had a practical side 
because the uranium could be used 
to produce medical isotopes. 

The UK Atomic Energy Agency 
said that the material could be 
processed safely at Dounreay and 
would be transported in interna¬ 
tionally approved containers in 
accordance with normal security 
arrangements. The Dounreay re¬ 
processing plant would need modi¬ 
fications and upgrading to handle 
the Georgian consignment, but the 
agency said that these would have 
been necessary anyway to fulfil 
another contract with ICL 
The containers which will hold 
the uranium are designed to with¬ 
stand maximum impart, including 
crashes. Nuclear material has been 
transported by air in die past and 
strict guidelines have ensured that 
the _ con tamers are built to survive 
accidents. 
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Louise Sullivan is alleged to have shaken six-month-old Caroline, who was left in her care 


Nanny to 
face new 
charge as 
baby dies 

By Stephen Farrell 


AN AUSTRALIAN nanny is likely 
to be charged with murder or 
manslaughter after a six-month- 
old girl in her care died yesterday. 

Marcel Jongen. a director of an 
offshore investment company, and 
his wife Muriel were at their 
daughter Caroline’s bedside in the 
paediatric intensive-care unit at 
Great Ormond Street Hospital 
when she died. 

Their live-in nanny. Louise Sulli¬ 
van, 26, was remanded in custody 
on Monday by magistrates at 
Clerkenwell accused of causing 
Caroline grievous bodily harm by 
allegedly shaking her. 

A Scotland Yard spokesman 
confirmed that detectives will con¬ 
sult the Crown Prosecution Service 
regarding further charges follow¬ 
ing a post-mortem examination at 
St Pancras Mortuary today. 

But sources close to the police 
inquiry said new charges were 
expected when Ms Sullivan next 
appears at Clerkenwell Magis¬ 
trates Court on Monday. 

“The likelihood is that she wiD be 
re-charged with another offence, 
likely to be manslaughter or possi¬ 
bly murder.” he said. 

Sullivan, was left with Caroline 
when Mr and Mrs Jongen went to 
work shortly before 7am on April 
17. Four and a half hours later an 
ambulance was called to their 
house in Cricklewood, north 
London, and Caroline was taken to 
the Royal Free Hospital before 
being transferred to Great Ormond 
Street 

The baby underwent urgent neu¬ 
rological assessment and a series of 
tests including brain scans and two 
sets of brain stem tests. 

A spokeswoman said: “The sec¬ 
ond set of brain stem tests conduct¬ 
ed this afternoon confirms that she 
was brain dead and there was no 
hope for her survival “ 

Ms Sullivan, whose mother flew 
in from Australia yesterday, arri¬ 
ved in England last April on a visa 
allowing filer to work for two years. 
Her references said she had 
worked as a nanny for five years. 

™ Police asked for parents who had 
employed Ms Sullivan to contact 
them on 0181 733 6275. 


Mass meeting of 
Diana witnesses 

The French magistrate inves¬ 
tigating the death of Diana. 
Princess of Wales. wiD sum¬ 
mon the leading witnesses to 
Paris in June in a final 
attempt to establish a defini¬ 
tive version of events. 

A legal device known as a 
confrontation wili bring wit¬ 
nesses with conflicting ac¬ 
counts face to face-Page 7 

£ 18 m footballer 

Manchester United have been 
linked to a bid of £18 million, 
a British record fee. for 
Alessandro del Piero, 23, 
Juventus's imperious Italian 
forward-Page 44 


Calais strike hits 
Channel ferries 

By Susan Bell in paris and Arthur Leathley 
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FRENCH seamen caused 
huge disruption to Channel 
ferries yesterday when they 
staged a wildcat strike in sup¬ 
port of a colleague disci¬ 
plined over drugs. 

Thousands of British holi¬ 
daymakers and lorry drivers 
were stranded on ferries out¬ 
side Calais before being forced 
to return to Dover. Others 
from Dover had already been 
rerouted to Zeebrugge. 

It was the second time in 
less than three weeks that 
workers had forced the French 
port's closure. 

Passengers planning day- 
trips to France had to aban¬ 
don their journeys, and were 
given refunds. 

Port staff were supporting 
industrial action by ferry 
workers angered at the deci¬ 
sion of SeaFrance, the French 
ferry operator, to bar a sailor 
after he was convicted ol a 
drugs offence. The strikers 
began their protest at 730pm 
on Monday and yesterday 


threatened to maintain their 
blockade until noon today. 
However, yesterday Sea¬ 
France said it was willing to 
meet union representatives if 
they let the ships saD. 

M Christian Taquet, direc¬ 
tor of SeaFrance, said the 
strikers had to understand 
that the company was unable 
to allow the sailor to return to 
work as h would be a violation 
of French law. 

Hoverspeed Fast Ferries 
was unaffected by the action, 
as were trains through the 
Channel Tunnel. 

The action caused wide¬ 
spread disruption to road 
traffic in Kent. The Road 
Haulage Association said lor¬ 
ry drivers and holidaymakers 
were yet again being held to 
ransom. 

More than 800 drivers are 
still seddng mlllitms of 
pounds in compensation for 
blockades imposed last year 
and in 1996 by French 
workers. 


Catholic is 
shot dead 
in Armagh 

By Martin Fletcher 

A ROMAN CATHOLIC 
council worker died after 
being shot by a lone gunman 
in the loyalist stronghold of 
Ponadown. County Ar¬ 
magh. late yesterday aft¬ 
ernoon. 

The man. in his late thir¬ 
ties and father of a two-year- 
old son. was believed to have 
been shot in the back of the 
head at the civic recycling 
site where he worked His 
assailant was on a bicycle. 

The Loyalist Volunteer 
Force, which opposes the 
peace process and is not on 
ceasefire, has a strong pres¬ 
ence in the area, but there 
was no immediate claim of 
responsibility. Mo Mowlam, 
the Northern Ireland Secre¬ 
tary. appealed for calm. 

The funeral took place 
earlier yesterday of Mark 
McNeill, a 32-year-old Cath¬ 
olic with five children who 
was killed by gunmen at a 
taxi, depot in West Belfast 
last Friday night. 


Vauxhall links 
UK pay to mark 



By Fraser Nelson 


VAUXHALL, the car manu¬ 
facturer, has offered its 9300 
British workers a radical 
deaithai will link their pay to 
the strength of the pound 
against the German mark. 

The three-year deal, be¬ 
lieved to be the first of its kind 
in British industry, will trig¬ 
ger ah (X5 per cent salary 
increase in year three if the 
average exchange rate for 
sterling falls below DMZ7 for 
two consecutive months. 

Last week. Nick Reilly, 
chairman of Vauxhall UK, 
said he would forgo his 
£160,000 basic annual salary 
this year. Yesterday he said: 
“This is a realistic and respon¬ 
sible package which should 
help secure the long-term 
future of manufacturing oper¬ 
ations in the UK." 

Unions were claiming vic¬ 
tory last night. They had 
feared that Vauxhall would 
force through sharp wage 
reductions to undercut its 
sister plants in Germany and 


Belgium. Larry Brooke, of the 
MSF union, said the ex¬ 
change-rate deal was agreed 
after four months of talks with 
Vauxhall which involved the 
Prime Minister’s office and 
the Department of Trade and 
Industry. 

He said: “We are competing 
in a global economy so we 
have to play by globto rules. 
Now, sourcing decisions are 
heavily influenced by a coun¬ 
try’s exchange rales. This son 
of deal is very appropriate." 

Vauxhall has offered a 33 
per cent salary increase this 
year, and a minimum of 3 per 
cent next year. In the third 
year of the new deal salaries 
will rise with inflation and 
could be supplemented by the 
exchange-rale bonus. 

The pound broke through 
the DM27 level in February 
1997, and hit a nine-year high 
of DM3.07 three weeks ago. 
JLast night it was worth DM3. 
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Beef-on-bone ban to stay despite court defeat 



By Michael Hornsby 

AGRICULTURE CORRESPONDENT 

THE Government rejected calls to lift 
the beefon-the bone ban last night 
after a Scottish court threw out toe first 
prosecution for breach of toe 

^TsSflierland. a hotelier, who 
Which ruled that 

which he had been charged was 
defective and ultra vim- . . 

Raising a clenched fist in a vKjnjy 
salute outside toe court. MrSutoer- 
land told jubilant supporters:^ have 


a sheriff who saw what the problem 
was, and he was prepared to stand 
there in court and tell the Government 
that they have got ft seriously wrong on 
this occasion." 

Mr Sutherland, 44. who runs the 
Lodge Hotel at Carfraemill near 
Lauder in toe Borders, said he was not 
worried by the appeal against toe 
verdict lodged by ihe procurator fiscal. 
But his lawyer, David Kidd, cautioned 
that it would be “a bit premature" for 
people to start serving beef on the bone 

until toe appeal had been heard, which 

could take several months. 

The sheriff. Janies Paterson, said toe 
prosecution had foiled because Regula¬ 


tion 3 (2). on which Mr Sutherland had 
been charged, made ft an offence to use 
bone-in beef in toe “preparation" of 
food for sale. 

In the Food Safety Act. under which 
the Beef Bone Regulations 1997 were 
introduced, the term preparation 
meant any flam of manufacturing, 
processing or treatment, including 
subjecting food to heat or cold, toe 
sheriff said. If toe regulation were to be 
enforced, it would mean that any 
caterer, merely by chilling a carcass or 
part of a carcass of bed", would be 
guilty of the same offence of which Mr 
Sutherland had been charged. This 
was a “manifest absurdity" it would. 


Mr Paterson said, make toe distribu¬ 
tion of beef from slaughterhouses to 
butchers and caterers illegal because 
all such meat should always be placed 
in the chilling room. 

“Thus in one short sentence ... 
Parliament has destroyed toe present 
system of meat distribution and under¬ 
mined erne of the main purposes of the. 
Food Safety Art, namely the protection 
of consumers from eating ted meat", 
he said. 

Michael Jade, toe Shadow Agricul¬ 
ture Minister,* called last night on the 
Government to repeal toe ban: “The 
judgment today throws the regulations 
Continued on page 2 col 4 
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Scottish MPs take a cruise towards the millennial iceberg 


CRISPIN BLUNT, [he Tory 
MP for Reigate, failed yester¬ 
day to impress MPs and 
ministers with die problem of 
making Scottish computers 
“millennium compliant”. No 
wonder. A more urgent prob¬ 
lem confronts Westminster. 
Are Scottish backbenchers 
millennium compliant? 

Watching government MPs 
at Questions to the Secretary 
of State for Scotland these 
days, one witnesses a West¬ 
minster timewarp. These 
bods are not even New Lab¬ 
our compliant, not even Blair 
compliant, let alone millenni¬ 
um compliant A bug seems to 


have prevented.their mecha¬ 
nisms from recognising May 
1.1997. They have flicked back 
to the 1980s. They think they 
are still in opposition. They 
think there's always going to 
be a place in London for an 
MP from Scotland. Their 
logic circuitry cannot compre¬ 
hend one simple instruction: 
future operations are soon to 
be conducted on a different 
machine, with a new key¬ 
board, located in Edinburgh. 
Different fingers will move 
the mouse This system is 
dosing down. 

Alex Salmond (Banff & 
Buchan) knows all this. The 


SNP leader has grown in sta¬ 
ture and command and treats 
the front bench with contemp¬ 
tuous disregard. like all pop¬ 
ulists with a passionate cause; 
he combines an open counte¬ 
nance with an instinct for die 
low blow. Labour hate him. 
They squeak and mutter 
when he speaks. 

The Tories and Liberal 
Democrats just try to pretend 
tiie nationalists aren't there. 
"1$ rural despair", asked the 
Tory spokesman Bernard 
Jenkin. “part of the Govern¬ 
ment’s policy for the gnats 
and the midges to feed on?" 
The pun was intended. I 


Cook to fore as 
Labour marks 
a year in office 

Minister is back in favour, reports Jill Sherman 


ROBIN COOK will attempt to 
relaunch his political career 
tonight with the first of a series 
of speeches to mark the first 
anniversary of the Labour 
Government. 

The Foreign Secretary has 
suffered over the past 12 
months from bouts of bad 
publicity after die break-up of 
his marriage, his relationship 
with his new bride. Gaynor 
Regan, and damaging dis¬ 
putes with foreign leaders 
during visits abroad. 

- But the Prime Minister has 
personally endorsed Mr 
Cook's rehabilitation, suggest¬ 
ing that he make the first 
speech in a series by Cabinet 
ministers to acknowledge 
Labour’s year in office. His 
aides also made known that 
Tony Blair regards the For¬ 
eign Secretary as a “major 
force" in the Government 

Mr Cook, one of the most 
leftwing members of the Cabi¬ 
net. will in turn show that he is 
fully committed to Mr Blair's 
modernisation project and his 
desire to achieve a "third way- 
in politics. 

Mr Cook has rarely strayed 
from his Foreign Office brief 
over the past nine months and 
his relations with Downing 
Street cooled considerably 
after Mr Blair's press secre¬ 
tary gave him only hours to 
decide whether to leave his 
wife. 

But Mr Blair has now 
ensured that a potentially 
dangerous critic in the Cabi-' 
net is firmly tied into his 
political strategy. During his 
speech at the National Liberal 
Club in London this evening 
Mr Cook will argue that 
“constant modernisation is the 
only basis on which policy can 
remain relevant in a changing 
world". 

Mr Cook will also underline 
the six principles of Mr Blair's 
“third way": strong communi¬ 
ties: economic efficiency; open 


politics; rights and responsi¬ 
bilities: partnership and co¬ 
operation and constant 
modernisation. 

He will point to the Govern¬ 
ment's successes over the past 
year, but will focus on areas 
ihar will be followed through 
in the future. Mr Cook will 
stress the importance of con¬ 
stitutional reform and in par¬ 
ticular Labour’s commitment 
to the second stage of reform¬ 
ing the House of Lords. lab¬ 
our has recently come under 
criticism for proposing the 
abolition of hereditary peers 
but failing to produce detailed 
proposals for the second phase 
of change. 

However, tonight Mr Cook, 
an enthusiastic advocate for 
reform, will stress that Labour 
is committed to developing 
proposals for a more demo¬ 
cratic second chamber. “We 
want a body which reflects the 
will of the people voting today 
rather than the whims of 
kings in centuries gone by. A 
body that does not give domi¬ 
nance in any one party, but 
remains independent provid¬ 
ing effective scrutiny of legisla¬ 
tion. We will not be knocked 
off course over this reform." 

The speech which provides 



Cook: fully committed to 
Labour modernisation 


Police chief shuns 
new call to quit 

By Gillian Harris, Scotland correspondent 


IAN OLIVER, Chief Consta¬ 
ble of Grampian, hung on to 
his job yesterday, despite a 
unanimous vote of no confi¬ 
dence by an emergency meet¬ 
ing of force’s police board. 

The board then gave Dr 
Oliver. 58, ten days jo resign. 
He had attempted to brater a 
deal which would allow him to 
retire on May 5, collect three 
months’ salary and hold on to 
his £6O,0QO-a-year pension. 
The board said that his re¬ 
quest was “inappropriate". 

The chief constable resisted 
calls on Monday for his resig¬ 
nation by the Scottish Secre¬ 
tary. Donald Dewar, after a 
damning report into his 
force's handling of a child 
murder inquiry. 

Dr Oliver left yesterday's 
meeting via a tunnel. in a 
statement, he said: “I offered 
to bring forward my retire¬ 


ment date to May 5, and go on 
immediate leave, bur the 
board would not accept ft." He 
is to retire in September. 

Grampian Police Authority 
is the first to use legal powers 
against a chief constable 
under section 4.4D of the 
Police (Scotland) Act 1967, 
which lets the board seek 
permission from the Scottish 
Secretary to remove Dr Oliver 
immediately. He will attend a 
meeting of the board on May 
1. to present his case. 

The report over Scott Simp¬ 
son. 9 — murdered by a 
. paedophile—accused police of 
maladministration, neglect 
and incompetence. Dr Oliver 
said yesterday that he accept¬ 
ed 27 of the 36 recommenda¬ 
tions. but denied that no 
senior officer was in charge, 
and that police displayed “se¬ 
rious corporate failure". 


a broad critique of govern¬ 
ment strategy will emphasise 
that there will be no big 
spending spree this summer 
whatever the outcome of the 
comprehensive spending re¬ 
view. Resources would be 
channelled on priority areas 
such as education and health, 
he will say. 

Mr Cook was known to be 
unhappy about some of the 
welfare reforms proposed in¬ 
cluding Gordon Brown’s deri¬ 
sion to dock benefit from 
youngsters failing to take up 
job opportunities under his 
New Deal. 

But tonight he will argue 
that the “New Deal pro¬ 
gramme will be the lasting 
monument of our first five 
years in power". 

The speech will also touch 
on foreign policy over the last 
12 months and suggest that it 
has introduced an “ethical 
dimension" to policy making. 

Earlier yesterday Mr Cook 
expanded on this theme mak¬ 
ing clear that there were times 
when it was right to “condemn 
publicly, loudly and firmly". 
But pressed on his record on 
human rights over the past 
year he said: “I would certain¬ 
ly robustly resist the idea that 
the bulk of my activity has 
been going round and hector¬ 
ing people." 

Launching the first annual 
report on human rights at a 
conference in London, he said 
that the only way to make real 
progress was through partner¬ 
ships with countries. 

The Government had found 
a “third way" to tackle the 
issue — not to ignore, not to 
lecture, but to seek discussion 
with countries across the 
world with a view to improv¬ 
ing their human rights record. 
Mr Cook added: “The focus of 
our strategy is not to trumpet 
condemnation. The focus is to 
make real, practical imp¬ 
rovements;" 
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POLITICAL SKETCH 



cannot speak for the midges, 
but the Nats are doing well. 

Plagued by Nate. Donald 
Dewar, the Scottish Secretary, 
might hope for solid support 
behind him. But I spotted 
only one obvious Blairite 
jelly-baby among the ranks of 
Scottish Labour back¬ 
benchers yesterday: young 
Douglas Alexander (Paisley 
South), who bowled Mr Dew¬ 
ar a ball so soft it was a mercy 


it did not disintegrate in 
flight Would be tell us all 
bow much investment the 
Government’s excellent NHS 
changes would release for 
extra health care in Scotland? 
Miraculously, Dewar just 
. happened to have the figures 
with him. 

But Mr Alexander looked 
as out of place among Scots 
Labour as an insurance derk 
on a strikers' picket. More typ¬ 


ical was John McADion (Dun¬ 
dee East), who told Dewar the 
NHS was based on socialist 
principles and the Govern¬ 
ment needed “more of these 
‘old’ Labour ideas, not fewer". 

The S-word is a dreadful 
curse among Blairite. but die 
Scots have always been noted 
for strong language. Dennis 
Canavan (Falkirk Wea) is too 
loyal a Scot to single out his 
own Government for attack. 
He attacked the last one too. 
He piled in with a question 
which began with a kick at die 
Tories (Dewar looked re¬ 
lieved) and moved on to a luck 
at the Government Their 
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Triumph in court hotelier Jim Sutherland after winning his case in Selkirk 

Beef-on-bone case victory 


Continued from page 1 
on beef on the bone into chaos, 
uncertainty and confusion." 

But Jack Cunningham, the 
Agriculture Minister, insisted 
that the ban would stay. “This 
case turned on a legal techni¬ 
cality, die regulations are es¬ 
sential for the protection of 
public health and they remain 
in force”, he said. 

Lawyers handling three oth¬ 
er prosecutions in England, 
which are due for their first 
hearings next month said they 


were studying the Scottish 
ruling and could not say 
immediately how it would 
affect their cases. 

Mr Sutherland was first 
summoned to appear before 
the Selkirk court on March 10 
after local health inspectors 
reported him for serving 
Aberdeen Angus on the bone 
to 180 people at a dinner on 
December 22. 

The ban had been intro¬ 
duced by the Government six 
days earlier after advice from 


scientists that nervous tissue 
attached to bone might be 
infected with “mad cow" 
disease. 

Mr Sutherland did not 
charge his diners for the meal 
on December 22. Instead they 
donated £1,700 to the Marie 
Curie Cancer Care charity. 
This complicated the task of 
the prosecution, which had to 
prove that Mr Sutherland had 
committed a criminal offence 
merely by preparing the meat 
to be served. 


Speed trap levy 
to fund cameras 

By Arthur Leathley, transport correspondent 


Judge packs case 
in holiday dispute 

By Frances Gibb, legal correspondent 


MOTORISTS caught speed¬ 
ing by roadside cameras face 
an additional £20 charge on 
top of existing fines under 
plans put to ministers by 
senior police officers. 

The huge exist of installing 
and maintaining speed cam¬ 
eras has forced some police 
forces to have only one in eight 
devices operating at any one 
time. However, police leaders 
insist that an extra charge, 
earmarked to cover the costs of 
cameras, is now essential to 
force speed reductions that 
they claim would save at least 
300 lives each year. 

They say that a £20 charge, 
on top of the existing £40 fixed 
fine, would enable them to 
operate more of the existing 
cameras and move towards 
more advanced technology. 

Ministers are currently ex¬ 
amining ways of improving 


road safety,‘concentrating on 
reducing the number of speed- 
related deaths, estimated at 
around 1.200 annually. 

The proposals by the Associ¬ 
ation of Chief Police Officers 
would raise nearly £20 million 
a year from almost one million 
convictions. Most of the 
money would be retained by 
police forces, with the remain¬ 
der being shared between 
magistrates, the Crown Prose¬ 
cution Service and local 
councils. 

T ransport ministers are 
keen to support the plans, but 
Treasury officials are waiy of 
allowing money to be retained 
for specific purposes. How¬ 
ever, there are precedents on 
parking fines and penalties 
imposed on motorists whose 
vehicles break emissions laws. 
Ministers are likely to make a 
decision this summer. 


A JUDGE has ordered the 
solicitors involved in a court 
action over a holiday to pack 
their bags and fly with him to 
Malta. 

More than 200 dissatisfied 
customers are claiming com¬ 
pensation or have claims 
pending against Malta Sun 
for the nights they spent at 
the three-star Palm Court 
Hotel in Qwara between 1996 
and 1998. which they say were 
a nightmare. 

.Malta Sun has vigorously 
denied their allegations and in 
a separate action had 
launched a writ for libel 
against Anne Robinson, the 
presenter of die BBC's Watch¬ 
dog for a report on the 
company. 

After hearing conflicting ac¬ 
counts of the services that the 
hotel offers and watching the 
programme and rebuttals by 


the company on Right to 
Reply, the district judge An¬ 
thony Cleaiy derided to ad¬ 
journ proceedings to the 
Mediterranean so he could see 
for himself. 

Ros Femihough. who is 
representing the first six 
claims to come up in 
Birmingham Country Court 
said: “So far as we know, this 
is quite unprecedented. But no 
matter what his honour says, 
nothing would induce me to 
spend a night in that hotel." 
She said she had seen the BBC 
undercover team’s videos of 
“free-range" cockroaches, pre¬ 
sented in evidence. 

' Tom Brown, solicitor for 
Malta Sun, confirmed that the 
proceedings would reopen in 
Malta as soon as a convenient 
date could be arranged. He 
added that Malta Tours is 
paying for the trip. 


plans, he said. w0U ^ 
the elderly oul of hospital 
beds. Dewar looked pained. 

To watch in operation a 
legislative chamber whose 
days, as constituted, must be 
numbered, but which seems 
to have received no intimation 
of its own mortality- ts an 
eerie experience. MPs were 
asking about water fluorida¬ 
tion m Scotland; about the 
Chief Constable of Grampian: 
about hospitals, and comput¬ 
ers. and rural deprivation; 
about the Scottish legal sys¬ 
tem. sentencing and the de¬ 
sign of a parliament building 
north of the border. It is 


inconceivable that any of 

these questions would be for 
answer at Westminstw once 
Scotland has devolved gov 
eminent undents own parlia¬ 
ment Scottish Questions at 

Westminster must wither 

Are we. then, saying that 
Scots Westminster MPs will 
he sent down to London to ask 
about eveiything bull Scot¬ 
land? There has been no 
statement to resolve this mys¬ 
tery of a questions session 
cruising towards an iceberg. 

Is the Commons compliant? 
Time for Mr Blair's millenni¬ 
al bug busters to inspect their 
own nest 
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Don’t score points off 
the poor, says Field 

Frank FMd. Minister for Welfare Reform. < 

exclusion coukl not be measured simply by counting me 

of deprivation were Jbe 

“disconcerting" level of suicide among young *J d ^ 
incidence of low birtfaweight he sanL Genendty. 
younger and poorer you are, as a parent, the greater the 
chance you will have a low birth weight baby. 

Oil spillage charges 

Mark Andrews, the Milford Haven harbourmaster, and the 
port authority were committed for trial to Swansea Crown 
Court charged with negligence over the Sea Empress oil 
spillage of 1996. which led to 72.000 tonnes of crude oil 
polluting one of Britain’s most environmentally sensibve 
areas. Mr Andrews is charged with discharging oil into the 
Haven and with polluting the Haven and the Welsh 
coastline. The port authority faces two similar charges. 

Tube chief told to quit 

John Prescott demanded the resignation of Peter Ford, the 
chairman of London Transport, as ministers began moves 
towards raising £7 billion for London's Underground 
system. Mr Ford was told to leave his post from today, and 
the Deputy Prime Minister said that more changes would 
be made to senior management Mr Ford had voiced 
opposition to the Government’s plans to break up the Tube 
network into privately-run and state-operated sections. 

Fiennes cousin missing 

A rescue operation was under way last night for the cousin 
of Antarctic explorer Sir Ranulph Fiennes, who went 
miss ing on Sunday as- be flew back from France in his 
vintage Tiger Moth plane. Roger Fiennes left Dieppe in 
northern France bound for Head corn Airport near Ashford. 
KenL His last radio contact was with French air traffic 
controllers half an hour into the 90-minute'flighL Three 
helicopters were searching the English Channel. 

Tiger attack man hunted 

A British wildlife expert is being sought by police in 
Thailand after a boy aged five had his arm ripped off by a 
tiger that had been adopted by animal lovers in Britain. A 
police spokesman in Chachaengsao. 100 miles east of 
Bangkok, said that Timothy Redford, a representative of the 
British charity Care for the Wild International was wanted 
on a charge of negligence. Mr Redford is alleged to have 
supervised the building of the tiger compound. 

Teacher investigated 

Child protection officers are investigating a teacher at one of 
the country’s oldest independent girls’ schools, police 
confirmed. The investigation at Queen’s College in Harley 
Street, Central London, which is celebrating its 150th 
anniversary, centres on an incident alleged to have taken 
place more than ten years ago. Lady Goodhart principal of 
the £6,600-a-year school, said a member of staff was 
suspended on April 3. She declined to comment further. 

Body found in concrete 

Police investigating the disappearance of a woman 
yesterday found parts of a human body encased in concrete 
in her garage. Susan Craven, 54. was last seen alive at her 
home on the outskirts of Sheffield at the beginning of last 
month. Mrs Craven was in the process of divorcing her 
husband and shared the house with her lover, Kenneth 
PeatfieJd. He was charged with her murder earlier this 
month. 

Spice Girls strike it rich 

The Spice Girls have become Britain’s highest-earning 
band, making an estimated £43 million between them last 
year. They not only leapfrogged the Beatles (£26 million) 
into top spot but far outperformed such proven money- 
the Rolling Stones (£31 million) and Sir Elton 

i? ul -jf 25 ™ ,Ulon) ’ ' n 1996 die Spice Girls managed only 
E8 milhon between them. ^ 3 

If it’s red, it’s British 

British tomato^ now have an official colour, intended to 
help die public to recognise them. The fact that few British 
1° lh l dark * rich ^ which is 
35 Pantone Red the Tomato 

Growers Association not one whit They have adopted the 
colour for their new trade logo, which will woo be 
appearing on British tomatoes. 
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stations have now 
been regenerated by 
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“AH animals to her were like Disney characters and worthy of love and respect She didn’t give a damn what other people thought" 

Statement by Sir Paul tells of ‘total 
heartbreak’ at the death of his wife 
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sir Paul McCartney told 
last night of his “total heart¬ 
break" at the death of his wife, 
Linda, as he paid his own 
tribute to the woman he 
described as "the love of my 
life" 

A statement written with his 
four children around him at 
the family farmhouse in East 
Sussex ended with six kisses to 
a woman he said was “unique 
and die world is a better place 
for having known her". 

Sir Paul also disclosed that 
the couple had deliberately 
misled even their closest 
friends about the extent of 
Lady McCartney’s cancer- In 
public, they had been deter¬ 
mined to appear relaxed and 
confident about her prospects 
of beating die disease. But 
yesterday he said that the last 
two years battling her illness 
had been “a nightmare". 

Sir Paul asked Geoff Baker, 
his dose aide, to release his 
personal tribute to die media 
through the Press Association 
after television crews and jour-, 
nalists agreecj to leave the 
farmhouse at' Peasmarsh, 
near Rye. 

The statement was typed on 


a piece of plain paper, with 
yesterdays date. 

“April 21 1998. Paul 

McCartneys personal state¬ 
ment on the tragic loss of his 
wife. Linda. 

This is a total heartbreak for 
my family and 1. Linda was. 
and still is. the love of my life, 
and the past two years we 
spent battling her disease 
have been a nightmare. She 
never complained and always 
hoped to be able to conquer it. 
It was not to be. 

Our beautiful .children — 
Heather. Mary. Stdla and 
James—have been an incredi¬ 
ble strength during this time, 
and she lives on in all of them. 

The courage she showed to 
fight far her causes of vegetari¬ 
anism and animal welfare 
was unbelievable. How many 
women can you think of who 
would singlehandedly take on 
opponents like die meat and 
livestock commission, risk 
being laughed at, and yet 
succeed? . 

People who didn't know her 
well,, because she was a very 
.private person, only ever saw 
the tip erf the iceberg. She was 


the kindest woman 1 have ever 
met; the most innocent. 

All animals to her were like 
Disney characters and worthy 
of love and respect. She was 
the toughest woman who 
didn't give a damn what other 
people thought She found it 
hard to be impressed by die 
fact that she was Lady 
McCartney. When asked 
whether people called her 
Lady McCartney, she said 
‘Somebody once did — 1 think.' 

1 am privileged to have been 
her lover for 30 years, and in 
all that time, except for one 
enforced absence, we never 
spent a single night apart 
When people asked why. we 
would say *What for?* 

As a photographer there are 
few to rival her. Her photo¬ 
graphs show an intense hon¬ 
esty. a rare eye for beauty. 

As a mother she was the 
best We always said that all 
we wanted for the kids was 
that they would grow up to 
have good hearts; and they 
have. . • 

.. Our family is so dose that 
iier ; passing has left a huge 
hole in our lives. We wiD never 
get over it but I think we will 


come to accept it 

The tribute she would have 
liked best would be for people 
to go vegetarian, which, with 
the vast variety of foods avail¬ 
able these days is much easier 
than many people think. She 
got into the food business for 
one reason only, to save ani¬ 
mals from the cruel treatment 
our society and traditions 
force upon them. 

Anyone less likely to be a 
business woman I cant think 
of. yet she worked tirelessly for 
the rights of animals, and 
became a food tycoon. When 
told a rival firm had copied 
one of her products, all she 
would say was ‘Great now I 
can retire.’ She wasnt in it for 
the money. 

In the end. she went quickly 
with very little discomfort and 
surrounded by her loved ones. 
The kids and I were there 
when she crossed over. They 
each were able to tell her how 
much they loved her. 

Finally I said to hen “You’re 
up on your beautiful Appal oo- 
sa stallion; it* a fine*.spring 
day. we’re riding through tbe 
woods. The bluebells are all 
out and die sky is clear bhie.1 


Wren wins claim for job snub 


By Helen Johnstone 


A WREN who felt “utterly 
betrayed" by the Royal Navy 
after failing to win promotion 
because she did not go to sea 
has been awarded nearly 
£125.000 in compensation for 
discrimination. 

Chief Petty Officer Pauline 
Telfer was passed over for die 
rank of warrant officer despite 
being recommended for the 
post four years running. The 
Navy had selected instead sea¬ 
going ratings of a similar 
ability to hers. 

A tribunal found that the 
Ministry of Defence had dis¬ 
criminated against her and 
assessed that injury to her 
feelings had been “extremely 
serious". The panel strongly 
criticised the Navy, saying; “It 
has refused to acknowledge its 


fault and has bra 2 ened out the 
matter to the end. The Royal 
Navy, as an arm of govern¬ 
ment, should set an example 
for others to follow and, if it 
has fallen in error, it should be 
willing to accept and acknowl¬ 
edge that error." 

CFO Telfer joined the Navy 
in 1972. 18 years before a 
change in policy allowed 
women ratings to serve at sea. 
The tribunal, at Southampton, 
heard that existing Wrens 
could volunteer but were also 
permitted to continue iheir 
service on the same terms as 
before. 

CPO Telfer told the tribunal 
that she never volunteered 
because she had been told that 
she was eligible to be a 
warrant officer. She added: “I 



Tetfen was passed over 
four times for promotion 

had no reason to believe that 
not going to sea would affect 
my chances of promotion. If I 
had known. I would have 
gone." 

The ministry was ordered to 


pay compensation totalling 
£124,495 to cover loss of 
earnings and pension calculat¬ 
ed from 1995. when the tribu¬ 
nal found CPO Telfer had a 75 
per cent chance of being 
promoted, to July 30,2009, the 
date she would have retired as 
a warrant officer. It includes 
£ 20,000 for injury to feelings 
and an earlier interim award 
of £3.725 for loss of earnings. 

CPO Telfer, 42, a radio 
supervisor at HMS Colling- 
wood near Fhreham, Hamp- 
. shire, had told the tribunal of 
her disappointment in the 
Navy. “I placed my complete 
trust and faith in the Royal 
Navy and fell utterly betrayed 
by their rejection of me. To 
have reached the rank of 
warrant officer would have 
meant I would have readied 
the pinnacle of my career." 
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Cable Ted police 
to power fraud’ 




By Paul Wilkinson 
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A BUSINESSMAN powered 
his home and outbuildings for 
six years by tapping into a 
street light outside, it was 
claimed in court yesterday. 
The illegal connection was 
discovered only when work¬ 
men were called to investigate 
reports that the lights were 
faulty, a jury at Leeds Crown 
Court was told. 

When they dug beneath die 
lamppost outside lan Tordoffs 
home they found a 3Ckimp 
electrical cable attached by 
two Jubilee clips and wrapped 
in a polythene sack. 

The connection was des¬ 
cribed as highly dangerous by 
Brian Hams, a Yorkshire 
Electricity engineer. “It could 
prove lethal to any utility 
worker who struck it with a 
shovel during maintenance 

work," he said. 

The cable led to a hedge 
near by and, from there, about 
150 metres into the fuse box at 
Mr ToufofTs premises. Mea- 
dowfield Nurseries at Stanley, 
near Wakefield. 

Mr Tbrdoff. 43. denies dis¬ 
honestly using more than 
£9,000 of electricity between 
March 1991 and March 1997 
and causing damage to York¬ 
shire Electricity property. He 


says that his premises were 
pmvered by a generator in his 
garage which ran overnight, 
charging up a series of batter¬ 
ies beneath the floor. 

Yunus Valll for the prose¬ 
cution, said that no batteries 
were found by police who 
searched the premises- He told 
the jury that there was no 
record of die nurseries ever 
being connected to the mains 
supply. When police made 
two night-time checks, they 
found the premises well-lit, 
but there was no sound of a 
generator. 

The hearing continues. 



Tordoff: said to have 
taken £9,000 of power 


had barely got to the end of the 
sentence, when she closed her 
eyes, and gently slipped away. 

She was unique and the 
world is a better place for 
having known her. 

Her message of love will five 
on in our hearts forever. 

I love you Linda. 

Paul xxx xxx.” 

Sir Paul has yet to deride 
where to hold a memorial 
service for his wife. He is 
determined to release a new 
album of her songs the couple 
were recording in the weeks 
before her death. 

She was also writing the 
music and script for a cartoon 
film. The Wild Prairie, which 
is about a modem, sophisticat¬ 
ed woman who yearns for the 
simpler life. Mr Baker, said: 
“Paul is determined this work 
will be finished and released 
because this is Linda’s story." 

There is also certain to be an 
exhibition of her photographs 
with all proceeds going to a 
charity she supported. It. will 
include forty rolls of film she 
took of the last days of the 
Beatles, but never developed. 

Aides said it was too soon 
after Lady McCartney's death 



Lady McCartney photographed by her daughter before she left for America 


in California last week to say 
whether her daughter. Mary, 
27, would go ahead with her 
summer wedding. Miss 
McCartney, who works as a 
picture researcher at her 
father's offices in Soho, had 
told her mother she was 
marrying a television produc¬ 
er, Alistair Donald. The 
couple wanted.to wed in the 
Sussex village where the 
.McCartneys spent most of 
their married life. 

Sir Paul has not left then- 
home since returning by pri¬ 


vate plane from California, 
where his wife died. He had 
kept her death a secret until 
after he had managed to have 
her body cremated and the 
family had returned home to 
Britain. 

Sir Paul disclosed that he 
had lain alongside his wife in 
her last moments and that all 
four children had been at the 
bedside. Lady McCartney’s 
ashes are scattered in what 
was her favourite woodland at 
the form. 

□ State schools in Rome will 


serve only vegetarian dishes 
April 30 in honor of the Lady 
McCartney. ‘It is important to 
reflect on the message spread 
by this woman, who until her 
death believed in fife with joy 
and determination." Fiorella 
Farinelli, the city's education 
commissioner, said. 

Thousands of students at 
ihe city’s elementary fold high 
schools will be served caprese, 
a dish of tomatoes and mozza¬ 
rella cheese, rather than the 
chicken originally on the 
menu. 
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Smear testing riddled with 
mistakes, says watchdog 


TRYING TO INCREASE THE ODDS FOR PEACE OF MIND 


No screening process can yet offer 100 per 
cent accuracy. Standard NHS screening every 
five years offers up to 85 per cent accuracy. 
Tests every three years, available from 60 per 
cent of English health authorities, should pick 
up 90 per cent of pre-cancerous abnormali¬ 
ties. Annual tests — not usually available on 
the NHS — increase accuracy to about 93 per 
cent. Each smear, containing about 300,000 


cells, has to be analysed in a hospital 
laboratory. Going private allows access to 
annual smears — stSQ sent to NHS laborato¬ 
ries — and to a computerised system, Papnet, 
which selects die 128 most abnormal cells in a 
sample for particularly dose analysis. Tests 
for HPV, a genital wart virus present in 95 per 
cent of women who develop cervical cancer, 
will soon become available privately. 


By Valerie Elliott 
and Mark Henderson 

MISTAKES and sloppiness 
across the cervical smear test¬ 
ing system are putting wom¬ 
en's lives at risk, according to 
a report from the National 
Audit Office. 

Half of all hospital laborato¬ 
ries that examine smears are 
not coming dose to acceptable ■ 
accuracy targets and the mis¬ 
takes are causing “avoidable 
harm and death" the head of 
the public spending watchdog. 
Sir John Bourn, said. Errors 
were commonplace through¬ 
out the £130 million 
programme. 

A report presented to MPs 
today says that 13 English 
health authorises, mainly in 
London, failed to meet the 
national target of screening 80 
per cent of eligible women 
every five years. Women who 
had the test often had to wait 
six weeks Tor results rather 
than the recommended month. 

Of women tested. 83 per 
cent — against a target of 7 per 


cent — had to have repeat 
smear tests because the first 
was of poor quality and could 
not be examined accurately. 

About half the laboratories 
were making too many mis¬ 
takes when analysing smears. 
"Many laboratories will be 
missing some abnormalities 
and many may be reporting 
abnormalities where none ex¬ 
ist." Sir John said. 

Even where abnormal 
smears were properly identi¬ 
fied. most patients had to wait 
at least eight weeks for treat¬ 
ment, and even women show¬ 
ing serious cervical abnorm¬ 


alities had not been seen by a 
specialist a montit after their 
tests. 

The report highlights a 
string of cases in which mis¬ 
takes at screening laboratories 
led to misdiagnoses, hysterec¬ 
tomies and even deaths. The 
most serious failure, at Kent 
and Canterbury Hospitals 
NHS Trust between 1995 amd 
1995, affected 91.000 tests. 
Eight women died from cervi¬ 
cal cancer. 

Other serious failures were 
recorded by the audit office in 
laboratories at the Hospital of 
St Cross, Rugby; Pontefract 


General Infirmary; the James 
Paget Hospital Great Yar¬ 
mouth; St Peters Hospital. 
Chertsey. Surrey; and the 
Merton. Sutton and Wands¬ 
worth Family Health Service 
Authority in London. 

Women from ethnic minor¬ 
ities. particularly Bangla¬ 
deshis, Indians and Paki¬ 
stanis. were likely to miss out 
on smear tests, usually 
because of cultural and reli¬ 
gious factors, the audit office 
found. Women from low in¬ 
come groups were also falling 
to come forward to be tested. 

Sarah Harman, a solicitor 


representing more than 100 
women affected by the Kent 
mistakes, said the report illus¬ 
trated a national smear test 
crisis. “It is quite dear from 
this that it is not just a 
problem at Kent and Canter¬ 
bury, and labs all. over the 
country are just not up to 
standard." 

David Davis, Tory chair¬ 
man of the Commons Public 
Accounts Committee, called 
for improvements at every 
stage of the ttneer screening 
process. "Inadequacies in ar¬ 
rangements for inviting 
women for screening, taking 
smear tests^and the assess¬ 
ment and reporting of results 
mean that some women are 
suffering unnecessary distress 
and discomfort and in the very 
worst cases can die. This must 
be addressed." His committee 
is to discuss the report next 
month. 

□ The National Audit Office: 
Performance of the NHS cer¬ 
vical screening programme in 
England (Stationery Office; 
£14.95) 


consider bowel cancer 


Ministers 

By Mark Henderson 

THE Government is considering intro¬ 
ducing a national screening pro¬ 
gramme for bowel cancer, the Chief 
Medical Officer said yesterday. The 
disease kills 19.000 Britons a year, 
more than any other cancer except 
lung cancer. 

"Colon cancer is a very common 
cancer, and there is some evidence 


that, if you detea it early, it can 
increase the lifespan of the individual 
with bowel cancer," Sir Kenneth 
Caiman said at the launch of the first 
report by the national screening 
committee. 

Disclosure that a screening pro¬ 
gramme is under serious consideration 
follows the announcement on Monday 
by Frank Dobson, the Health Secre¬ 
tary, that an extra £10 million is to be 


spent on treating the disease. Around 
30.000 people are found to have bowel 
cancer in Britain each year, if caught 
early, the cure rate is better than 85 per 
cent, but many sufferers fail to contact 
their doctor early enough, hoping that 
their symptoms will disappear. 

A Department of Health spokesman 
said that plans for a screening pro¬ 
gramme were at an early stage, and 
til at the committee was expected to 


screening 

make an announcement in July. Ceci¬ 
lia Yardley. of the charity Colon 
Cancer Concern, said she was not 
convinced that such a scheme would be 
the best use of resources. “There is no 
doubt that screening can save lives, but 
there is a question over whether 
screening is the best way." she said. 
“We feel that the best way is targeting 
high-risk groups, rather than blanket 
screening." 
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Overworked nurses let 
patients go hungry 
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HOSPITAL patients are 
“wasting away" because they 
get too Tittle food and nurses 
do not have time to feed them, 
a nurse said yesterday. Added 
responsibilities were also cut¬ 
ting into the time available for 
providing basic help for the 
acutely iU and elderly to eaL 
Moira Buchanan, a senior 
staff nurse at the John Rad- 
cliffe Hospital in Oxford, told 
the Royal College of Nursing 
conference in Bournemouth 
that the average hospital 
allowed a budget of between 
£1.60 and £2 a day to feed each 
patient “That is hardly 
enough for someone who is 
recovering from surgery." 

* Feeding food to sick patients 
was made difficult because 
nurses were taking on work 
once done by doctors. “We 
have lost sight of the things 
which are important to pa¬ 
tients. like washing hair and 
feeding them," she said. 

She worked as one of two 
nurses in a ward where there 
were 12 patients needing help 
in feeding. Giving them a 
meal took about 15 minutes 
each. “We just can’t do our job 
and keep the acutely ill alive at 
the same time." she said. “Pa¬ 
tients are hungry in hospital.” 

Jo Alderscn, a ward manag¬ 
er from Waltham Forest, 

Hospitals 
urged to 
strengthen 
security 

By Ian Murray 

NURSES will today demand 
national security standards in 
hospitals so that they can 
work in safely. Calls for 24- 
hour guards, closed-circuit 
television surveillance and 
self-defence training will be 
made at the Royal College of 
Nursing’s conference. 

Richard Glaves, senior staff 
nurse at St Thomas' Hospital. 
London, is still recovering 
from injuries he received on 
Good Friday when he was 
assaulted by a young man 
who became angry when told 
that an elderly relative had 
died. “There was a perceived 
shortage of staff on the ward 
and yet he blamed us for the 
death." Mr Glaves said. 
“There was verbal abuse and 
then he just threw me against 
the wall." 

Lynn Davison, of Neath 
General Hospital. South 
Wales, said one patient who 
had drawn a knife on a nurse 
was now admitted for treat¬ 
ment only under police escort 
He was searched for weapons 
before entering the accident 
and emergency department 
where he was a frequent 
visitor after becoming in¬ 
volved in brawls while drunk 
or drugged. 

Maria Nicholson, a re¬ 
search sister with South Buck¬ 
inghamshire NHS Trust, said: 
“Patients’ expectations have 
been unrealistically raised by 
the patient’s charter at a time 
when there is no funding to 
meet those expectations." 

Frank Dotson, the Health 
Secretary, told the conference 
on Monday that management 
should seek prosecution of all 
known offenders. 


Ian Murray 

reports on 
claims that 
not enough is 
being done to 
feed the sick 

northeast London, told the 
conference that she found 
from an audit on food provid¬ 
ed for patients in her care that 
they were getting just 1.200 
calories a day. "I was. ap¬ 
palled to find out patients were 
so badly nourished. You can 
see them wasting away in 
front of you, or swelling up be¬ 
cause they have so little food." 

Geoff Thompson, from 
Blackpool, said nurses had to 
concentrate on high-tech 
equipment and working in 
intensive care units. At the 
same time trays delivered to 
bedsides were being collected 
unopened because nurses who 
were too busy distributing 
drugs or handing over to the 
next shift did not have time to 
feed patients. 

Ann Asprey, from West 


Wycombe. Buckinghamshire, 
told of a patient who had had a 
bowel operation being wrong¬ 
ly given a roast chicken dinner 
because a nurse was not there 
to monitor what was happen¬ 
ing. "There was no food avail¬ 
able at night when some 
patients needed it." she added. 
Once she had to share her 
dinner with a hungry patient 
who “made the mistake of 
being admitted at night". 

Sheila Hancock, general sec¬ 
retary of the college, said more 
flexible hours and higher staff 
starting levels were needed. 
“Patients shouidm have to 
gobbled down food. Spending 
time over eating can fill a gap 
in a rather boring day." 

□ Government plans to make 
motorists pay for medical 
treatment of people injured in 
road accidents they had 
caused could undermine the 
NHS. create stress for victims 
and force up living costs, the 
conference was told. 

Derek BlacKshaw, a free¬ 
lance consultant nurse and 
expert witness, said there was 
no reason to think that the 
idea would stop with road 
accidents. “What about acci¬ 
dents at work or in the home?" 
He added: “This looks like the 
thin edge of the wedge of an in¬ 
surance-based health service." 
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Murdoch splits from 
lonely wife of 30 years 


SWiIOGatiow mt ehmatiomji 


By Raymond Snoddy 
and Carol Midgley 

RUPERT MURDOCH has 
separated from his wife. 
Anna, a week before their 31st 
wedding anniversary. 

The short announcement in 
the Liz Smith column of the 
New York Post gave no reason 
for the decision. It simply said 
rhe split was amicable, but 
painful. “The Murdochs say 

their situation_leaves them 

tom, but they are attempting 
# to work out their differences." 
Ms Smith reported. 

Mrs Murdoch. 53, who met 
her husband when she was a 
reporter on one of his newspa¬ 
pers in Australia, will remain 
on the board of The News 
Corporation, parent company 
of The Times. Mr Murdoch, 
67. is chairman and chief 
executive of the corporation. 

Official spokesmen said that 
no one else was involved and 
would not comment on whai 
lay behind the rift in what had 
been seen as a strong mar¬ 
riage. But one friend said: 
~ "My belief is that Anna has 
3 had enough of him working so 
hard and she is saying this 
isn’t how 1 want to spend the 
rest of our marriage. 1 think 
she is trying to get him to slow 
down. 

“She is a devout Roman 
Catholic, so divorce would be 
an anathema to hen I think 
she is merely trying to get 
Rupert to listen." 

A friend of Mrs Murdoch’s 
added: “Rupert is completely 
devoted to work. If you are 
dealing with the US, UK. Far 
East and Australasia, it means 
you are on the phone all the 
time. They have always 
seemed very close and incredi¬ 
bly loving, so this separation 
■» may not be for ever. 

* “Anna is never afraid of 
standing up to Rupert. They 



The couple in the early days of their marriage 


have a very equal relation¬ 
ship." 

Anna Torv was a trainee 
reporter on the Sydney Daily 
Mirror when she was told to 
interview the publisher. They 
married when she was 23 and 
he was 37. It was a second 
marriage for Mr Murdoch, 
who has a daughter. Pru¬ 
dence, from his first marriage. 

The daughter of an Esto¬ 
nian father and Scottish moth¬ 
er. Miss Tory’s family moved 
from Scotland to Australia 
when she was nine. Mr Mur¬ 
doch was once quoted as 
saying of hen “She can cut me 
off at the knees better than 
anyone else.” 

Mrs Murdoch became a 
novelist in the 1980s, partly, 
she said, to combat the loneli¬ 
ness of life as a tycoon's wife. 
The couple's married life has 
been spread between homes in 
Los Angeles, New York. 
London. Aspen and Australia. 
Her career flourished, but in 
an interview she gave in 1988, 
when her second novel. Fam¬ 
ily Business, was published, 
she said of her writing: ”1 
needed something to do with 
my time. I have a preoccupied 


Mystery remains 
over crash that 
killed friends 


!, 'By A Times Reporter 


FIVE teenage friends on a 
farewell night out before going 
their separate ways died when 
their Ford Escort spun out of 
control on a quiet country 
road and split in two when it 
was hit by an oncoming car. 

All five were killed instantly 
as the car was ripped apart so 
fiercely that the back half 
smashed into a tree at a height 

^ of 15 feet. 

™ Police investigators told a 
coroners court in Leicester it 
was still a mystery why the 
driver suddenly lost control in 
good weather and officers 
denied the Ford Escort had 
been illegally welded together 
from two halves of other cars 
involved in crashes. PC Neil 
Holmes of Leicestershire 
police said the impact was so 
severe the car split along its 
natural seam. 

The victims were thrown so 
far from the wreckage police 
said it was impossible to tell 
who was driving and the 
damage was so severe they 
could not calculate the speed 
of the car. Two men in the 



Matthew Thompson: 
setting out on new life 


other car involved were seri¬ 
ously injured and one is still in 
hospital, the inquest in 
Hinckley, Leicestershire, was 
told. 

The five who died — Mat¬ 
thew Thompson. 19: Steven 
Van, 18; Michael Stanrforth, 18 
and Anthony Smith. 18 — all 
from the village of Newton 
Veidon — and William 
Annan, 18 of Market 
Bosworth, were schoolfriends. 
Mr Thompson, the owner of 
tiie Escort, was probably the 
driver, the inquest heard. He 
had a blood alcohol level of 
75m g per 100ml — below the 
drink-drive limit. 

Outside the court the fam¬ 
ilies told how their sons were 
celebrating the start of their 
new lives when the aeddsent 
happened on January 2. Wil¬ 
liam Annan’s father. Stuart, 
said: “It was a celebration for 
the five of them. And all the 
families will remain dose and 
remember the boys in our own 
ways." 

“They were in the middle of 
the social scene.” said Mr 
Ann an .“They were never in 
trouble with drink or drugs — 
they were a credit to their 
parents. It is very sad that 
boys like that had to be picked 
out” 

Home Office pathologist 
Clive Bouch said that all five 
would have died almost imm¬ 
ediately from severe and mul¬ 
tiple injuries. They had 
suffered broken bones, brain 
injuries and devastating inter¬ 
nal injuries, he said. 

The coroner for Rutland 
and North Leicestershire. 
Philip Tomlinson, recorded 
verdicts of accidental death on 
all five. 


' Jet-lagged athlete 

‘was raped in alley 


By Matthew Beard 
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husband and my children 
don’t need me so much any¬ 
more. 1 do it to fill in the 
loneliness.” . 

At an age when most men 
are starting to ease down. Mr 
Murdoch has, if anything, 
speeded up. Last month he 
made an ambitious, but ulti¬ 
mately unsuccessful, attempt 
to buy three Italian television 
channels from Silvio Berlus¬ 
coni, the businessman and 
politician. This week Mr Mur¬ 
doch concluded his first deal 
in Russia — a stake in a 
telecommunications firm. It is 


as if he is running ever faster 
in order to be able to hand 
over to his children the world’s 
most extensive media empire. 
Already the News Corpora¬ 
tion’s interests include Twen¬ 
tieth Century Fox studios and 
Fox Television in the United 
States, four national newspa¬ 
pers there and satellite broad¬ 
casting stakes in Britain. 
India, Hong Kong and Japan. 

The News Corporation's 
share price barely moved yes¬ 
terday. even though the split 
could ultimately raise doubts 
over an orderly succession. 
For some years the plan has 
been that Mrs Murdoch 
would, in the event of her 
husband suffering from ill¬ 
ness or accident, become non¬ 
executive chairman of The 
News Corporation to repre¬ 
sent the interests of their 
children. Elisabeth. 28. Lach¬ 
lan. 26, and James. 24 — all of 
whom work as executives in 
the company. 

Mr Murdoch was asked 
last year by an interviewer 
what he would do with the 
other 30 days of the month if 
he were to stand down as chief 
executive. “It would take a 
tremendous effort by my wife 
and kids to throw me out," he 
said. 



In the couple's later years. Anna Murdoch took to writing books to fill her days 


Lecturer’s 
widow wins 
£150,000 
on asbestos 

By Russell Jenkins 

A LECTURER'S widow was 
awarded £150.000 in an out-of- 
court settlement, after claim¬ 
ing that his college caused his 
death by exposing him to 
asbestos in workshops. 

James Lewis, of Darwen. 
Lancashire, died from the 
lung condition mesothelioma 
in 1993. five years after taking 
early retirement, aged 57. 
from his post as a lecturer in 
mechanical engineering at the 
Imperial College of Science 
and Technology. London. He 
worked there for 30 years. 

The case was funded by 
Association of University 
Teachers, which called for the 
last legal uses of asbestos to 
end. The union said the case 
raised concern over how many 
teachers and students might 
go on to develop asbestos- 
related diseases. 

Anne Lewis said: “Jim was 
adamant that the case be 
pursued as asbestos was in 
such common use without the 
public being aware how it 
could devastate lives." He did 

not handle asbestos, but was 
in workshops where it was cut 
up and made into laboratory 
components, principally lag¬ 
ging for equipment 
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PoWs plan silent 
protest over 
Emperor’s visit 


FORMER British prisoners- 
of-war of the Japanese yester¬ 
day promised a series of 
public demonstrations during 
next month's state visit by 
Emperor Akihito. They will 
be pressing their demands for 
compensation and a “mean¬ 
ingful- apology from their 
former captors. 

In the latest move of a long- 
running campaign, survivors 
of Second World War labour 
camps in the Far East plan to 
make their presence felt at all 
major engagements during 
the Emperor's four-day visit to 
London and Cardiff, although 
they said ihat their protests 
would be peaceful. Yesterday 
they renewed their call far a 
meeting with the Emperor 
after reading a report in The 
Times that he wanted to meet 
ordinary Britons during his 
visit 

Veterans’ leaders called for 
public support for their cam¬ 
paign. asking anyone invited 
to a function associated with 
the visit to boycott it or to 
wear something red in memo¬ 
ry of the blood spilt in the 
labour camps. Arthur Tither- 
ington, chairman of the Japa¬ 
nese Labour Camp Survivors' 
Association, said: "When Hi- 
rohito visited this country in 
1971. the crowds remained 


Survivors pledge 
to step up fight 
for compensation 
and apology from 
captors, reports 
Alan Hamilton 

silent I hope that is what' 
happens this time. It is noth¬ 
ing personal against Akihito; 
we are trying to get our 
message through to the Japa¬ 
nese bureaucracy." 

Protesters plan to gather in 
The Mall as the Emperor 
drives in an open carriage 
from his formal welcome on 
Horse Guards Parade to 
Buckingham Palace; they in¬ 
tend to turn their backs as he 
passes, but denied reports that 
they would whistle Colonel 
Bogey, the wartime soldiers' 
marching song used as the 
theme music for the film 
about the Burma Railway. 
The Bridge Over The River 
Kwai. “That was one of the 
worst films ever made about 
prisoners of wan we certainly 
will not be whistling that." Mr 


Titherington said, “Our pro¬ 
tests will be dignified but 
silent" 

Members of his organis¬ 
ation. the Japanese Labour 
Camp Survivors' Association, 
which has 9,500 members, 
plan to hold further demon¬ 
strations outside other ports of 
call during the Emperor's 
visit including Westminster 
Abbey, the Victoria and Albert 
Museum and Cardiff City 
Hall. Because The Mall is 
within a royal park, they are 
forbidden to cany placards 
there, but they intend to do so 
at other venues. 

The protests will be joined 
by the Association of British 
Civilian Internees. Far East 
Region, which has 500 mem¬ 
bers in this country. Other 
major veterans 2 organisations, 
including the Royal British 
Legion, the Burma Star As so¬ 
da non and the Far East 
Prisoners Of War Association, 
have said that they plan to 
treat the Emperor’s visit with 
the respect due to a guest of the 
Queen. 

Both the Japanese Embassy 
and the Foreign Office, anx¬ 
ious for the state visit to be a 
success, indicated last night 
that there was virtually no 
chance of the protesters meet¬ 
ing the Emperor, or of their 



Ron Bridge, a child prisoner of the Japanese, wearing his PoW badge and armband in London yesterday 


claims for apology and com¬ 
pensation being reopened be¬ 
tween the two Governments. 

An indication of the desire to 
smooth over any difficulties 
was the announcement that 
the Queen is to award an 
honorary OBE to Keiko 
Holmes, a Japanese national 
living in Croydon. Surrey, 
who has organised pilgrim¬ 
ages of reconciliation to Japan 
for former British PoWs. 

Mrs Holmes said yesterday 
said she appreciated the feel¬ 
ings of those who planned to 
protest at the Emperor's visit. 
“I understand their grief and 


their suffering, but at the same 
time I would like the Emperor 
to have a pleasant stay," Mrs 
Holmes said. 

Veterans’ groups yesterday 
produced what they claimed 
was new evidence to support 
their claims for compensation, 
which they are pursuing 
through the Japanese courts. 
Representatives of 12,000 mili¬ 
tary and civilian internees of 
the Japanese are seeking pay¬ 
ment of £14.000 per head, 
instead of the maximum E76 
they were given at the end of 
the war. 

Documents found in the 


Public Record Office are said 
to show that British Govern¬ 
ment had known since 1955 
that Burmese and Swiss na¬ 
tionals interned by the Japa¬ 
nese had received compensa¬ 
tion of up to £40.000 per head 
ai today's values. Veterans 
hope to raise the issue with 
Derek Fateh ett, a Foreign 
Office Minister, on the ground 
that the 1952 San Francisco 
peace treaty, which drew the 
line under all war reparations, 
has a clause allowing those 
with poor war compensation 
to demand parity with the 
best 


Daughter tells of mother’s agonising E coli death 
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MaiyAnn Brown: father died 


THE horror of the world's worst E. 
coli 0157 food poisoning outbreak 
emerged in harrowing detail yester¬ 
day as relatives described the ago¬ 
nising deaths of their loved ones. 

They were giving evidence on the 
second day of the fetal accident 
inquiry into the outbreak, which 
daimed 21 lives and affected more 
than 400 people in central Scotland 
in November 19%. 

Many of the victims had attended 
a pensioners’ lunch at Wishaw Old 
Parish Church on Sunday. Novem¬ 
ber 17 that year, where the steak 
pies had been supplied by John 
Barr, the local butcher. 

Jessie Rogerson, 71. died in Law 
Hospital, Carluke, on November 27 
of E. coli 0157 poisoning, ten days 
alter the lunch. She had started to 
feel ill two days after the lunch but 


Shirley English reports on allegations of delays by doctors 


was diagnosed by her GP as 
suffering from a stomach upset and 
haemorrhoids. She was not admit¬ 
ted to hospital until five days later, 
when news of the outbreak, linked 
to Mr Barr’s butcher's shop, broke 
in radio and newspaper reports. 

In a blizzard, her two daughters 
and son carried her down the stairs 
and drove her to the hospital after 
being told an ambulance would take 
two hours to arrive. 

She died three days later, unable 
to speak or see. Hardly able to 
breathe, surviving on oxygen and a 
plasma drip, .she constantly shook 
her head%nd body from side to side.- 

Her daughter, '*Agnes Ralston* 
told the inquiry ar JVfotherwdl: 


“Maybe if my mother had been 
taken in a bit earlier or treated 
differently, would she have lived? 
Why was my mother not taken to a 
hospital with a renal unit? Why was 
it so long before they decided to take 
her into hospital? Why didn't the 
environmental health officers tell us 
what was happening? Why were 
there no ambulances in the middle 
of an £. coli outbreak?" 

She added: “If my mother was 
going to die. she should have died 
with dignity. My mum died in great 
pain. If there are lessons to be 
.j^imt. let’s learn thqgi ... 1 don't 
want anyone, child or-'adult, to 
suffer ' ntum suffered. 

Earlier, Mrs Ralston told the'iff-' 


quiry that her mother, previously 
sprightly, could hardly stand up 
and was passing blood by the time 
her family called the local GP. 
David McBride of Motherwell 
Health Centre. Despite the winter 
weather, he told them to bring her 
into the surgery for an examination. 

By the Friday she was vomiting 
blood clots and was so weak she 
could only drink tea through a 
straw lying on her side in bed. But 
despite the concerns of her family, 
who were at that -point unaware of 
. the outbreak, the GP insisted her 
illness was “nothing to worry. 
- dboutv-'j . \riiZ%.- ■ 

*1 -Even as?*laie'«s:--Friday rnkjit. v 
: 'wheri-sfl! GPSTitidatoiJGsetfif^n' 
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““ Police in 
Lawrence 
case ‘loo 
late over 
search’ 

POLICE found a sword- 
knives and an air gun at the 
home of two brothers suspect¬ 
ed over the murder of Stephen 
Lawrence. But the dawn 
search took place two weeks 
after the killing, so it was 
unlikely to find a murder 
w ea pon, the officer in charge 
of the raid told the inquiry into 
the case yesterday. 

Todav is the fifth anniversa- 
ry q[ the killing of the iss-year- 
oid srudent. who was stabbed 
in a racially motivated attack 
in Elrham- South London. 
Yesierdav. Detective Sergeant 
David Kirkpatrick said that in 
hindsight he did not know 
why the search was nor 
ordered within days. _ 

riband in London yesterday Police found a knife behind 

the television in a room where 
lid (4-' one suspect. Neil Acourr. was 

m- \r *r , V in bed. In a padlocked room 

)55 IJiffp- ~ » there was a kukri-type knife. 

T 3 - | -l another knife and a jacket 

3 a_ s with a blood stain. A sword in 

sa- t AS £Di rvi*r „ / a scabbard was under the 

ad -Lnuv me. Cm * living-room settee, and a 

jis 5 ry"l\ 7-^7 \ shoulder holster for a gun was 

xth * * at the bonom of a cupboard. 

an 1 f ■ ,1 ■ Police also found an air gun- 

n d | * ‘ ~j type revolver and a green shirt 

1 ' 42^6 1 with knife cuts. 

he iv----| Floorboards were not lifted. 

ts L • despitethepolicehavinsinfor- 

^ iKKU lun -A t mation that knives may have 

on ES 1 —-•'•••• 1been hidden there. Sergeant 

he Mr Bridge’s identity Kirkpatrick said that he could 
badge from his camp nor be sure if the information 

had been passed to the search 
team, but it was unlikely to 

• . "fj have been ignored if it had. 

I /""fl €~\ T 1^ He arrested Mr AeourL who 

LlVvCXLl JL refused to say anything during 

questioning. Stephen 
Kamiish. for the Lawrence 
alerted to the impending outbreak family, asked if he had tried to 
by the health board, he had refused protect Mr Acourt. He said: 
all their entreaties to admit her to “Certainly not. If Neil Acourt 
hospital and told them to give her was responsible for that mur- 
fluids and anti-diarrhoea tablets. der he should be locked up. I 
Another witness. Mary Ann did everything I could to get 
Brown. 47. of Newarthill. told how him convicted." 
her father, Alexander Gardiner. 69. The inquiry has been iold 
of Wishaw, the youngest to die in the that, within days of the killing, 
outbreak, also attended the pension- 39 pieces of information from 
ers’ Sunday lunch and was treated the public had thrown suspi- 
by Dr McBride. He became ill on cion on Neil and Jamie Acourt 
the Monday, and after passing and three other white youths, 
blood in the ensuing days, was although arrests were not 
finally admitted to Law Hospital on made for two weeks, 
the Friday. Mrs Brown, a caterer. Neil Acourt. 22. Gary Dob- 
was asked by the hospital to take son. 22. and Luke Knight. 20. 
her father's soiled clothing home to were cleared of killing Law- 
ijash. §he claimed, that despite the renceattheOld Bailey in 1996. 
HMeace foe-bug; sbe was^gifo TTtocasSrdttfcmie Atourt,2fc-- 


alerted to the impending outbreak 
by the health board, he had refused 
all their entreaties to admit her to 
hospital and told them to give her 
fluids and anti-diarrhoea tablets. 

Another witness. Mary Ann 
Brown. 47. of Newarthill. told how 
her father, Alexander Gardiner. 69. 
of Wishaw. the youngest to die in the 
outbreak, also attended the pension¬ 
ers' Sunday lunch and was treated 
by Dr McBride. He became ill on 
the Monday, and after passing 
blood in the ensuing days, was 
finally admitted to Law Hospital on 
the Friday. Mrs Brown, a caterer, 
was asked by the hospital to take 
her father's soiled clothing home to 
^sfL^ egaimed. thatdespite the 

advised 46 ■■ 
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BT just 
the world 


made 
cheaper 
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lUTHAF^ 


FRANCE 


SB, LA 


Now choose from 100 countries. 

For just £1 per country per month, our new Country Catling Plans give you 25% off 
calls to that country. Together with our Friends & Family and PremierUne discounts, 
you could save 43% on up to 6 nominated numbers. 


13Tp Its good to talk 


Call us NOW on 0800 001 800 for your Country Calling Flans. 


Collect pounds, not points 



with Britain's leading money back credit card 


The Alliance Sc Leicester 
Credit Card gjja you money 
back on every purchase*, every 
rei fi There's no limit on how 
modi money back you could 
earn each year, by using your 
card for evexyday purchases. 

It's simple. The more you 
use your card, the more money 
back you’ll go. Well gnw you 
0-5*'. money back on every 
purchase up ro £3,000. On all 
further purchases you receive 
I % as money back. 

double money bode at selected 
money bade partners* 

Now die money back 
credit and offers you even 
more ways to earn money 
back. Use your card at any of 
the following retailers: BT, 
Going Places. Ticketmasto, 
Index, Index Extra, hud-flora 
and ATS, and get double 
money back oa every purchase. 


fust look at al the advantages 
you "Joy: 

■P from 11.9% APR (fixed) 
on tiamfened balances" 
until they are repaid 

■“ tew Interest rate of 
17.9% APR (variable) 

money bock on every 
purchase you make, 
every year 

■S" double money bock at 
selected money bade 
partners 

“■ 5% money bach on any 
interest you pay 

■7 no annual fee, unfifce 
many other credit 
cards 

T no upper Omit on 
money bode 

| 

up to 46 days 
Interest-free craft 


Apply today. CALL FREE 

0500 83 83 83 ® 



YES - please send my FREE Information 
Pack on the Alliance h Leicester 

. money bade craft am/. 

Mr/MrsfMiss/Ms _ 

Forename _ 

Surname 


ALLIANCE 

LEICESTER 


Address 


Postcode 


Date of Birth 


TeL No. fmc STD 

P«r to: Alliance & Qedrt Cards. 

nUSrer, 58-42 Ha*W R^d, 
Birmingham BI6 8BR. 

(No Ramp needed) 



























)AY APRIL 22 Igofr 


-PCi'i K it i 





re im portant to patients' 


irses 


A 


ungry 

. Wycombe. BuAi-j- . 
told of a parien: . 
bovsei opera:vr. . 

1> giver a 

because a ".ur^ ••• - 
to monitor wh. - / .. v 
big. "Therv r. ■ - 
able at 
pattun-:> nee^d 
Once she has: : 

dinner wiir r.." - ' . 
who “mad= ir . 
being aurr.i::.; -• - 

Sh’eiia Har.c.-.- - 
rctar> if±. 
flexible hour.'- . 
Manine 

‘Tauems shv.;:. 

.. gobbled down : ■ 

) rime uvcr ear.r _ . 

- in a rasher bor . 

» OGtnernmer/ 

i morons pa> 
i Treatment of p. • 

- road aende'-.* 

" caused ckU! 

t NHS. create 
a and force up " - 

h cenfercrce A..: ■ 

n Derek Blac’-.- 
e lance coni-=■... 
o. expenwitr:*- 
d no reasc-r : 
a idea wsui.1 *■: 
g • #K«fcr.i.>. - V. ■. 

ie dens a: work .■- 
n ; He added:'Th.- 
thinedue o:' • 

st . •siirancs-ba:*s*.: 


icing the 
mallesi 


mer. 



The ne.v V * ~- 
PaaeCr-r V - 
teTtaa«5! "-- r 
P35^ — -' 

;3*.<£ r £’ c - = ' 
*0 : 
3rd up 


tssXt&i - •' 


page r *&:*"■- ■ 
rsry-sr!* -" 
sharciei " 
E**r. A-.i •* 

S? ,t«i E79-9S- 


Qae** 0:~i - -•■ 

ite?i - 

trass? 


THE TIMES WEDNESDAY APRIL 221998 


^ »rv-* ■ T- £ 


HOME NEWS 7 




Judge recalls alfDiana crash witnesses 


Magistrate hopes mass meeting will thrash out truth 
about fateful night, Ben Madntyre reports from Paris 


% 


© 


THE French magistrate inves¬ 
tigating the death of Diana. 
Princess of Wales, will sum¬ 
mon the leading witnesses to 
Paris in June in a final attempt 
to hammer out a definitive 
version of events. 

Whh several aspects of the 
investigation still undear or 
disputed, Hervg Stephan has 
dedded to bring at least 20 
witnesses face to face to offer 
their sometimes conflicting 
accounts. 

The mass meeting, a rarely 
used device under French law 
known as a confrontation. 
enables individuals to hear 
and. if necessary, challenge 
one another’s evidence in the 
presence of magistrates. There 
is no equivalent process in 
English law. 

Nine photographers and a 
motorcycle driver, who have 
been placed under formal 
legal investigation on possible 
manslaughter charges for 
pursuing the car carrying the 
Princess and Dodi Fayed on 
the night of accident, are 
among those expected to be 
summoned to the Palais de 
Justice in Paris on June 5 for 
the day-long meeting. Le 
Parisien newspaper reported. 

M Stephan had originally 
intended to stage a formal 
reconstruction of the crash at 
the tunnel under the Place de 
I’Alma with witnesses present, 
but has since abandoned the 
idea as impractical. “That 
would have blocked the whole 
of Paris, which would be 
unthinkable a few days before 
the start of the World Cup,” 



St£phaxu has scrapped 

plan for reconstruction 

one lawyer involved in the 
case said. 

Earlier in the inquiry the 
wrecked Mercedes was taken 
back to the acrident scene for a 
few hours late at night to help 
investigators to work out how 
it crashed. 

Motorists who were travel¬ 
ling in the opposite direction 
through the tunnel at the 
moment of the crash will also 
be summoned by M Stephan, 
along with other witnesses 
including two who claimed to 
have seen a car speeding out of 
the tunnel immediately after 
the accident. 

Trevor Rees-Jones. the 
Princess'S bodyguard and sole 
survivor of die crash on Au¬ 
gust 31 last year, had not been 
oiled as a witness, Christian 
Curtil. his lawyer, said yester¬ 
day. Mr Rees-Jones. who has 


been interviewed by M Ste¬ 
phan three times, is still 
suffering from partial amne¬ 
sia. Mr Rees-Jones announced 
this week that he was giving 
up working for Mohamed Al 
Fayed. Dorn's father and own¬ 
er of the Ritz. 

The mass testimony session 
will concentrate on the crash 
itself, but will also attempt to 
establish a final picture of 
events before and immediately 
after the accident. 

The photographers, who 
also face charges of failing to 
hdp people in danger under 
France's “Good Samaritan" 
law, all claim they were travel¬ 
ling some distance behind the 
Mercedes carrying the Prin¬ 
cess and did not see the crash 
take place. 

The actions of the paparazzi 
when they came upon the 
wreck, however, are still 
under investigation, with con¬ 
tradictory testimony from wit¬ 
nesses, police and the 
photographers themselves. 
The two police officers who 
arrived first on the scene have 
strongly criticised the behav¬ 
iour of the paparazti and are 
also expected to take part m 
die confrontation on June S. 

The investigating magis¬ 
trate win also seek to clarify 
the mystery of a lone motorcy¬ 
cle, which several witnesses 
claimed to have seen directly 
behind the Mercedes before 
the crash, and also the pos¬ 
sible role played by a mysteri¬ 
ous white Hat Uno, which 
others claim to have seen 
leaving the tunnel. A massive 



police hunt for the missing 
vehicle has proved fruitless 
and has been called off. 

The investigators also want 
to clarify what, if any. ex¬ 
changes took place between 
the photographers and sec¬ 
urity officials at the Ritz before 


the Mercedes set off with the 
French chauffeur Henri Paul 
at the wheel and the Princess. 
Mr Fayed and Mr Rees-Jones 
aboard. 

In a separate development 
M Stephan has re-examined 
the Princess’s medical dossier. 


after claims that her life could 
have been saved if she had 
been rushed to hospital imm¬ 
ediately. rather than treated at 
the scene. An emergency med¬ 
ical worker who accompanied 
the Princess to La Pftte 
Salpetri&re hospital has been 


interviewed by police, and a 
new assessment of the actions 
of the emergency team has 
been requested by M Stephan. 

Sources dose to the investi¬ 
gation said that the move by 
investigators did not indicate 
that any suspicion attached to 


the French emergency medical 
services. They emphasised 
that the focus on that aspect of 
the case, like the decision to 
hold a confrontation among 
witnesses, merely reflected M 
Stephan's determination to ex¬ 
plore every avenue of inquiry. 


One in the eye for cash machines 


By Robin Young 

THE first cash machine to 
dispense money at the blink of 
an eye goes into use tomorrow. 
It uses "iris-recognition tech¬ 
nology" to identify the user, 
eliminating the need for per¬ 
sonal cashcard numbers. 

The machine, die first of its 
type in the world, is installed 
at a branch of the Nationwide. 
Building Society in'Swindon. 
Wiltshire. When a customer 


inserts their cash card, a 
camera mounted in the mach¬ 
ine scans their eye. If the iris 
matches the details on the 
databank, the transaction can 
proceed. 

The makers say the system 
is totally safe: there is no need 
to shine a laser beam into the 
eye. The iris pattern is digital¬ 
ly recorded and fully regis¬ 
tered by camera only. Expats 
say the system is foolproof 
because each person's iris is 


unique and unchanging 
throughout their life. 

The technology was devel¬ 
oped by John Daugman from 
Cambridge University, who 
used biometrics to encode the 
pattern of the iris digitally. 
The camera checks more than 
250 features on each iris. 

Dr Daugman said yester¬ 
day: The chances of someone 
else duplicating your .match 
are las than one in a billion. 
Security systems that rely on 


secret knowledge or private 
possessions suesh as personal 
identification numbers and 
passwords can fall into the 
wrong hands. The iris recogni¬ 
tion system does away with 
this problem and can be 
applied to all areas currently 
using cards, passwords or 
personal numbers." 

He added: “This new tech¬ 
nology should ultimately 
make the plastic cash-card 
obsolete." 


Boy has children’s home to himself 


By Simon de Bruxelles 

A CHILDREN'S borne is being kept 
open at a cost of £2,000 a week for the 
benefit of one nine-year-old boy. The six- 
bedroom home was to have dosed earlier 
this year but social workers have been 
unable to find a foster home for Mm. 

A staff of six is looking after the boy. 
who is considered uncontrollable and 
has a history of attacking his carers. 
Bristol’s social services department said 
yesterday that the boy would stay at 
the home until foster parents were found. 


The home in Stapleton. Bristol, was to 
have been dosed to proride more money 
for foster care. It was to have become a 
family daycare centre. 

CoundUor Arthur Keefe, chairman of 
die social services committee of Labour- 
controlled Bristol coundl raid: “Our 
policy is to try wherever possible not to 
place children under ten in children’s 
homes. This is an exceptional situation 
and we would not expect it to last for any 
great length of time. We are actively 
makin g plans for his future but his 
welfare has to come before cash savings." 


Peter Abraham, a spokesman for the 
council's Conservative group, said the 
decision to keep the home open was “a 
total waste of resources". “I would not 
have thought that being on his own in a 
care home is helping matters.” he added. 

A coundl spokesman said: “Although 
the children's home has been dosed, it is 
in temporary, short-term use for a special 
care project involving a child who has 
special needs. The child i$ receiving a 
level of care that social sendees considers 
necessary to meet his needs and the 
council's obligations." 
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The road at night is full of surprises. A fraction of a 
second can be the only difference between being seen or 
being seen no more. 

Fortunately, the drive to make driving at night safer is 
being led by Bosch. Take our latest bright idea, the Xenon 
headlight litronic. Unlike previous systems, it doesn't have 
an incandescent bulb. Instead, there’s an electronically 
controlled gaseous-discharge lamp that leaves even halogen 
headlights in the dark. In fact, the light provided by Xenon 
is closer to daylight so it’s less tiring on the eyes. And be¬ 
cause Litronic illuminates the road better, particularly at the 
side of the road and on bends, you can actually see things 
a lot clearer. This should bring a little light relief to every 
road user, however small. 

Bosch. We bring innovation 
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Phone calls from 
public put MIS 
on the right track 

By Michael Evans, defence correspondent 


MIS HAS been surprised by 
the number of significant in¬ 
telligence leads since it intro¬ 
duced a public telephone line 
last month, the Home Office 
said yesterday. 

The installation of the num¬ 
ber, 0171-930 9000, by the 
Security Service on March 10. 
led to a rush of calls. M15 had 
set up a special department to 
deal with calls that were 
expected from the curious, the 
cranky and the odd mischief- 
maker. However. 20 per cent 
of the 300 to 400 calls received 
so far. some of them from 
abroad, have led to potential 
leads. 

A spokesman for the Home 
Office said the response to the 
line had been better than 
expected and that a high 
proportion of the calls had 
resulted in “good information 
and leads'*. 

It took more than two years 
for MIS to decide to go ahead 
with the line and mere re¬ 
mained doubts that it would 


generate genuinely useful ex¬ 
changes. Stephen Lander, Di¬ 
rector-General of M15, 
assigned a comparatively 
large number of people to take 
the calls and to follow them 
up, in the expectation that the 
novelty of having an official 
number, in addition to the 
published box-number ad¬ 
dress, would attract hundreds 
of callers. 

The telephone line was in¬ 
tended as a new conduit for 
potential agents to offer their 
assistance. MI5 hoped that it 
would encourage people with 
inside information on terror¬ 
ism. espionage, organised 
crime and nuclear weapon 
proliferation to come forward 
and offer their services. 

A number of callers wanting 
information about MIS and 
others asking about job oppor¬ 
tunities were given the box- 
number address. However, 
those who sounded as if they 
had intelligence information 
to impart were transferred to 


an MIS staff. member who 
spent time checking out their 
bona fides and their potential 
for becoming an agent. 

□ Professional -computer 
hackers from the Secret Ser¬ 
vice were brought in to try to 
break into the Government’s 
internal secure communica¬ 
tions system, which was 
launched yesterday. Although 
they failed, the minister in. 
charge of the project David 
Clark, admitted that after 
computer systems owned by 
the Pentagon and Nasa were 
breached, he could not say 
that the new intranet was 
impossible to crack. 

The first phase of the Gov¬ 
ernment Secure Tntranet will 
be available to about 400 
people, who will be allowed to 
see documents classed as re¬ 
stricted. The second phase, to 
come into effect in a few 
months’ time, will widen the 
scope to 400.000 people and 
will include confidential 
documents. 


Academy 
show to 
celebrate 
Picasso 
the potter 

THE largest collection of 
ceramics assembled from Pi¬ 
casso's work as a potter is to 
go on show in London later 
this year. 

Picasso produced more 
than 3J5QO ceramic pieces, but 
for years critics ignored this 
later work because they pre¬ 
ferred his paintings. 

His son Claude and grand¬ 
son Bernard were at the Royal 
Academy of Arts yesterday for 
the announcement of the 
three-month show, scheduled 
to start on September 17. 
Norman Rosenthal, the exhi¬ 
bition secretary, said many 
people now accepted that the 
artist’s works after the Second 
World War were among his 
best “They’re so tactile you 
feel as if you're with Picasso." 
be said. 

Pieces have been gathered 
from private collections 
around the world, including 
many held by the heirs of the 
artist who died in 1973. About 
two thirds of the items have 
never been exhibited before 
and will not be shown any¬ 
where else in Europe. Claude 



Claude, left and Bernard Pica ss o, the artist's son and'grandson, at the announcement of the show 


Picasso, a co-curator of the 
exhibition, said: “It*s very 
exciting for me to share with 
you my possessions and my 
passion for ceramics." 

Picasso was a celebrity as a 
painter by the time be moved 
from Paris, where be had 
lived through the Occupation, 
to the South of France in 1946. 


There he added pottery to his 
many activities, which also 
included sculpture and book 
illustration. 

Marilyn McCuily. a spe¬ 
cialist in his work, said: “He 
would have been 65 in the 
year after the war and. instead 
of chasing what would have 
been a successful career in 


Starting up a small business? 


It's not just 


Nat West 


business customers who sag we 

understand 


the needs of small 
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No wonder NatWest is the most popular 
bonk for small businesses. Just take a look ot 
the greot package we offer. 

Free Business Stort-Up Guide and Planner 
disk to help uou set up on your own. 

Free Bonking for up to 18 months.' 

And if you open a Smalt Business Account 
before May 30th 1998, there's even more. 

Free 'Year 2000 Computer Problem' guide. 


BANK THAT UNDERSTANDS THE 
NEEDS OF SMALL BUSINESS. 

NATWEST 23% 

BARCLAYS 16% 

MIDLAND 14% 

LLOYDS 13% 

Source: Taylor Nelson AGB Business Lin e - October 199', 

A NatWest 

More than just q bank 


Notkmd WeyiiiliUfir Bonk He, 41 Utfttuxy, London EC2P 2BP. - r *' l>>ba 929027 Eft 0 **)-1 2 rrwKhs frw banking Is cwiqWe to stort-aps you are in creifit or 90 overdrawn if uou do not pay more than fTT.OOO.OOO out ol ijoyr account per annum. ‘18 

months tree borianq b owdchle it you obo carfilete ond supply o certmcote ran a sjort-up tronmq course provided a suhobtj ocaedhed troWng provider recognised bu NatWest. 'Free bonUna’ only hdude chaws for paing money kite and out of pur account and 
hr nntoq k-it does not include, hr fu * and roryfcJons ofiheTeWWencii Sen** and Cabin Mat* Service, please refer to a NatWest Smd! Business Adviser. Vetuol iitenst rotes on the finance 

vvflthpem/on wurimfimhoICfaCU'RStonces. THIS IS NOT AM OrrtR TO LEM). Loons are stAject to status and camStfam, Security may be required. Cab to NatWest may be irartftoretVrecwtW to rmwtcin and iinprow aw sovtee. M.No.WlBB 


Free 'To'ef Lcienco Se- .'ce .vinca can save 
you up to 30% on your business phone colls. 

Free personal telephone number so that 
customers can contact you anywhere, anytime. 

Plus Start-Up Loans of up to £25,000, 
with interest rates from only 10 % APR . 

So, if you wont to get off to the best possible 
stort, talk to the Small Business Adviser in your 
high street branch or coll 0800 777 888 todoy. 


doing the same things, it was 
almost as if he felt a sense of 
rebirth." 

Among the works are many 
ordinary pieces of pottery (hat 
Picasso transformed with his 
paintin g. An oval bowl was 
painted to look like a bull 
ring, with cheering crowds 
around the run and fight 


scenes across the bottom. Jugs 
were painted to resemble 
birds or figures with their 
heads in their hands. 

Mr Rosenthal predicted 
"one of the most life-enhanc¬ 
ing and thrilling" shows that 
die academy had staged, 
which would draw an audi¬ 
ence from across Europe. 


Most crime 
suspects are 
drug users 

By Richard Ford, home correspondent 


SIX out of ten suspects 
arrested by police were found 
to be drug users, according to 
a Home Office study yester¬ 
day. The link between drugs 
and crime is greater than 
previously thought, and indi¬ 
cates to the Government that a 
key part in cutting crime is to 
get offenders off drugs. 

The researchers estimate 
that heroin and crack addicts 
make £10.000 to £20.000 a 
year through crime, and use a 
third of the proceeds to feed 
their habit. It is thought that a 
third of all property crime in 
England arid Wales is drug- 
driven, costing victims an 
estimated E2LS billion. Proper¬ 
ty crime accounts for 91 per 
cent of aU offences. 

The drug-testing study of 
suspects was the first to be 
held in the UK, On average, 
61 per cent of suspects who 
agreed to a urine analysis 
tested positive for at least one 
illegal drug. In Sunderland, 
the figure was 49 per cent 
Nottingham had 56 per cent, 
Cambridge 68, Hammersmith 
73, and Trafford, Greater 
Manchester, 78 per cent 

Some 20 per cent tested 
positive for heroin, and about 
10 per cent for crack or cocaine 
and for amphetamines. Forty- 


six per cent had used canna¬ 
bis. according to the study 
Drugs and Crime. Women 
*were just as likely to test 
positive as men. if not more so. 

The survey by the Institute 
of Criminology at Cambridge 
University found that 47 per 
cent of men and women 
arrested for shoplifting tested 
positive for heroin and 33 per 
cent for cocaine. Some 25 per 
cent of those detained for 
vehicle offences and 11 per cent 
of those held for burglary 
tested positive for heroin. The 
study dealt with 839 suspects, 
of whom. 622 agreed lo be 
tested. 

A second Home Office study 
suggests that drug users re¬ 
ferred to treatment pro¬ 
grammes were more likely to 
stay out of crime than those 
simply cautioned or taken to 
court. Six to eight months after 
• being referred to a drug 
worker. Che average user's 
spending on drugs had fallen 
from £400 a week to just £70, 
said Michael Hough of South 
Bank University. 

George Howarth, a junior^ 
Home Office Minister, said 
that a new drug treatment and 
testing order included in the 
Crime and Disorder Bill will 
make offenders seek help. 
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Blunkett sets targets 
for daily homework 
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David Charter 

MINISTERS want four-year* 
olds to do 20 minutes of 
homework a day as pan of the 
crusade to raise standards in 
ihe three Rs. 

David Blunkett. the Educa¬ 
tion Secretary, laid down 
homework guidelines for all 
ages yesterday, saying state 
schools should leant from the 
time children spent “cram¬ 
ming" in independent schools. 

Mr Blunkett said a network 
of after-school clubs being 
created by the Government 
would give ail children the ad¬ 
vantages of those in the inde¬ 
pendent sector. The clubs 
would mirror the boarding 
school system of prep, or 
supervised homework. 

Recent research showed 
that almost half of children in 
the top year of state primary 
school received no homework. 
Mr Blunkett announced that 
£200 million of lonery money 
would be used to fund nearly 
10.000 after-school study clubs 
to give teachers no excuse for 
not setting every ten-year-old 
50 minutes' homework a day. 

‘If it makes a difference for 
the children of parents who 
buy education, there is no 
reason why it should not make 
the same difference for those 


on how ideas from the private sector are catching hold 


who cannot afford to.“ he said. 

The Education Secretary 
said he was keen to learn from 
independent schools, which 
also provided more work for 
children during their holi¬ 
day. “if something is working 
well, we will plagiarise it."The 
summer literacy and 
numeracy schools were a state 
version of privaie “cram¬ 
mers”. he added. 

The homework guidelines 
announced yesterday would 
help schools to draw up their 
home/school contracts with 
parents, Mr Blunkett said. He 
also praised the development 
of telephone hotlines set up by 
schools so that parents could 
find out what their children 
had been set for homework. 


He added: “Many parents are 
unsure, particularly at prima¬ 
ry level, whether children 
should normally expect to be 
set homework at all. We have 
no power or intention to 
dictate in detail to parents 
what they do. What we can do 
is to indicate to people what is 
working and ask. them to take 
on the responsibility that is 
rightly theirs." 

The guidelines would give 
teachers and parents “sensible 
and realistic benchmarks on 
the amount of homework dif¬ 
ferent age groups at primary 
and secondary schools might 
be expected to do". 

Me emphasised that, partic¬ 
ularly for the youngest child¬ 
ren. the Government was not 


Age 

4 __ 

5 and 6_ 

7 and 8_ 

9 and 10.. 


11 and 12. 

13 _ 

14 and 15. 


PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Time 

- 20 minutes (includes 10 minutes' reading) 
.. 30 minutes [includes 10 minutes’ reading) 
.. 40 minutes (includes 20 minutes' reading) 
. 50 minutes (includes 20 minutes' reading) 

SECONDARY SCHOOL 

--45-90 minutes 

---...--- 60-120 minutes 

-90-150 minutes 


suggesting formal homework. 
For four and five-year-olds, 
activities might largely consist 
of parents reading with their 
children and helping them to 
count for 20 minutes a night. 

The incorporated Associ¬ 
ation of Prep Schools praised 
the Government's intentions 
but said that homework was 
more about quality than 
quantity. 

Nigel dc Gruchy, general 
secretary of the National Asso¬ 
ciation of Schoolmasters and 
Union of Women Teachers, 
said: “Homework is an impor¬ 
tant part of the leamingrpro- 
cess. Every child should have 
some at some time. But how 
much and when must be a mat¬ 
ter of professional judgment.” 

Mr Blunkett said he did not 
want to spread misery among 
the nation's children. "Ail 
across the country, I can 
envisage little lads sitting on 
walls, swinging their feet, 
saying as 1 walk by: ‘You're a 
miserable so and so. Mr 
Blunkett. More homework 
and fewer chips.* 

"But hn not a miserable so- 
and-so. We are in favour of 
homework, but we are in fav¬ 
our of homework that is re¬ 
warding, enjoyable and fun." 



HOME NEWS 9 

Solicitors 
in trouble 
increase, 
but daims 
are down 


Bullying drives young to suicide 


CHILDREN who are bullied at school 
are six times more likely to consider or try 
suicide than their classmates, a survey 
has revealed. 

The figures prompted David Blunkett, 
the Education Secretary, to announce 
yesterday new measures to deal with 
bullying, which can blight victims' lives 
tong after they have left school. 

Mr Blunkett. speaking at a London 
conference on bullying, said the Depart¬ 
ment of Education was making a video 
that would feature celebrities including 
Frank Bruno and Harrison Ford talking 
about how they were bullied at school. 

He added that guidelines to schools on 
bullying were being revised and that a 
school's policy on bullying could become 
a formal component of Ofeted inspec¬ 
tions. “People who feel friendless, and 


By Peter Foster and Agnes Bell 

whose self-esteem is damaged, just need 
someone to stand by them, whether it is a 
teacher, a friend, or a volunteer. We all 
have to play a part It is all about listening 
and responding,” Mr Blunkett said. 

The lottery-funded survey by the chil¬ 
dren's charity Kidscape studied more 
than 1.000 adults using a questionnaire 
devised by a behavioural psychologisL It 
found that bullying had a long-term 
impact on victims who were more likely to 
leave schooj early, develop depression 
and social problems, and opt out of higher 
education. 

One respondent wrote to Kidscape: 
“I'm 34, self-employed, married with two 
children. 1 have an adoring husband, 
beautiful children, a job I love and a nice 
home. Yet there is always this lingering 
fear that 1 don’t deserve my home, that my 


husband and children don't love me. that 
my friends are only nice to me to my face 
because they want something from me... 
This is the legacy I have inherited from 
bullying." 

Forty-six per cent of those who were 
bullied said they had seriously contem¬ 
plated suicide, compared with less than 
10 per cent of people who were not bullied. 
A man of 35. told how. after a particularly 
bad day of bullying, he took a rope into 
some woods: “l managed to secure the 
rope and put it around my neck and 
jump. I blacked out... but I came to on 
die ground and realised that the rope had 
untied itself. I never told anyone about it 
and felt a failure because 1 couldn't even 
manage to kill myself properly." 

Leading article, page 19 


Regilded statues of the Vir¬ 
tues reappear, above, after 
seven years hidden behind 
London's most familiar tow¬ 
er of scaffolding. Sir George 
Gilbert Scott's ornate Albert 
Memorial was first diag¬ 
nosed as having potentially 
fatal rot in 1983 (Alan Hamil¬ 
ton writes). Now, after atten¬ 
tion to its iron skeleton and a 
decent facelift, it win emerge 
from its cladding early next 
month at the end of an 
£ 11.2 rniHion renovation that 
has come in £2iJ million 


Albert ready 
to face the 
world again 

under budget and a year 
ahead of schedule. Victoria’s 
tastefully dubious monu¬ 
ment to her beloved Albert 
who died from typhoid at the 
age of 42. was unveiled in 
1872 and immediately began 
to deteriorate from the 


weather, polluted air and 
dead pigeons blocking its 
rainwater gutties. It has not 
been fatty restored to its 
original stale, merely pre¬ 
served from further decay. 
Nonetheless, the work has 
involved the repair of more 
than 1,000 square feet of 
mosaics and the regilding of 
major features, including 
die massive seated statue of 
Albert hfrnsdf. By October, 
all the scaffolding and poly¬ 
thene sheeting should have 
been removed. 


By Frances Gibb 
LEGAL CORRESPONDENT 

THE number of dishonest 
firms of solicitors prompting 
an intervention or takeover by 
the Law Society increased 
from 75 to 86 last year, 
according to statistics released 
yesterday. 

The monitoring and investi¬ 
gations unit of the Office for 
the Supervision of Solicitors 
inspected 566 law firms in 
1997. of which 43 per cent were 
found to be in significant 
breach of the accounts rules. 
That led to the S6 interven¬ 
tions. The office's report to the 
Law Society says the visus 
were made on the basis of 
information or intelligence re¬ 
ceived. 

Of the 86 firms where the 
Law Society had to appoint 
another firm to take over the 
running of (he practice. 7b 
were sole practitioners and the 
rest were two-panner firms. 

The number of applications 
for compensation by ag¬ 
grieved clients — 1,074 — and 
tiie amount paid out — 
£10,75 million — fell by more 
than 15 percent from 1996.The 
report says that, although no 
new forms of dishonesty were 
uncovered in 1997, there re¬ 
main risks to solicitors and to 
the probity of the profession 
from advance fee fraud, bank¬ 
ing investment fraud and 
money laundering. 

“indeed, evidence suggests 
fraudsters are becoming more 
sophisticated," it says. “Dur¬ 
ing the year the fraud intelli¬ 
gence office circulated a 
yellow-card warning about 
banking instrument fraud to 
every solicitor in the roll. 
Solicitors need to be alert to 
being innocently involved in 
these types of schemes.” 

Dave McNeill, spokesman 
for the Law Society, said: “The 
message is generally good 
news but there is no room for 
complacency." 

□ The theme of this year's 
Local Law Society Challenge 
Fund in England and Wales is 
improving solicitors’ public 
image. Prize money for the 
best ideas totals £24,000. 
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Union funding 
for Labour ‘has 


dropped to 30%’ 


By Valerie Elliott, Whitehall editor 


LABOUR’S reliance on irade 
unions for funding is in rapid 
decline, having fallen to 30 per 
cent of the party's income this 
year. 

David Pict-Watson. Lab¬ 
our’s director of finance, said 
yesterday that total income for 
the party this year was fore¬ 
cast at £21 million, of which 
E6.3 million would come from 
the unions. Three years ago 
union money represented 
nearly half of the party's 
income, and 30 years ago it 
was 80 per cent. 

Figures produced by the 
party also showed that the 
trade union contribution to 
Labour's election campaign 
last year was £9.6 million. 

The efforts by the Labour 
Party to move away from 
financial dependency on the 
unions were set out in evi¬ 
dence yesterday to the Neill 
inquiry into the future of parry' 
political funding. 

The waning influence of the 


unions on the direction of 
policy is clearly accepted by 
their leaders and was reflected 
this week when they backed 
away from a confrontation 
with Tony Blair and employ¬ 
ers over the return of union 
power in the workplace. A 
meeting of the TUC general 
council indicated that the 
unions were ready to accept a 
minimum threshold in ballots 
on union recognitor 

A breakdown of the project¬ 
ed income for the party this 
year was set out in evidence by 
Tom Sawyer. Labour's gener¬ 
al secretary. He said that 40 
per cent came from small 
donations mainly from party 
members. 30 per cent from the 
trade unions. 20 per cent from 
large donors, and 10 per cent 
from other activities, such as 
the sale of policy documents. 

However, some members of 
the Neill committee doubted 
the apparent loss of union 
influence over the party. There 


was concern that while Lab¬ 
our proposed a £J5 million 
spending limit for parties on 
general elections it also fa¬ 
voured allowing other organ¬ 
isations such as unions to 
spend up to £15 million on 
campaigning during elections. 

The Tory former minister 
John MacGregor claimed that 
at last year’s election the 
unions spent more than £7 
million on campaigning to 
help the Labour Party. “That 
does seem to be a fairly 
obvious loophole.” he said. 

There was also scepticism 
about Labour's proposal to 
cap the election spending of 
political parties. Lord Neill of 
Bladen asked what sanctions 
should be imposed on parties 
that breached the rules. 

Labour told the committee 
that parties found to have 
spent more than the limit 
during a general election 
should face a five-year ban on 
party political broadcasts. 
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Fitted front brake pads from £19.99. 
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Beckett 
to close 
blind 
trust 


London 

facing 

annual 


elections 


By Valfrie Elliott 


By James Landale 


MARGARET BECKETT, 
President of the Board of 
Trade, is about to dose the 
blind trust that funds her 
office after months of crib - 
dym of Labour’s use of secret 
channels for political dona¬ 
tions. 

The decision was con¬ 
firmed at Westminster yester- 
da y by Mis Beckett’s 
husband. Leo Beckett, who is 
her parliamentary assistant 
“It is being wound down and 
wfil be dosed within a few 
weeks.” he said. 

Her blind trust was set up 
two years before the genera! 
election to help her to pre¬ 
pare Labour policies and to 
increase her effectiveness in 
opposing the Tory Govern¬ 
ment At the time of the 
election five people worked 
for her. Two have moved with 
her into government two 
remain at her Commons of¬ 
fice. and one has left her 
employment Mr Beckett de¬ 
clined to say how much had 
been raised. 

At yesterday’s hearing of 
die Neill inquiry into the 
future of political funding. 
Tom Sawyer, Labour’s gener¬ 
al secretary, was challenged 
about his party’s position on 
blind trusts. The Tory former 
minister John MacGregor 
said: “On blind trusts, yon 
advocate phasing them out 
Can 1 ask what that means? 1 
mean why don't you end them 
altogether?” 

Mr Sawyer replied: “U 
actually means stop them." 

A Labour spokesman later 
admitted there may still re¬ 
main one or two trusts but 
added: “Regardless of any 
Mind trusts that exist at the 
moment, if Labour's propos¬ 
als were implemented they 
would be abolished.” 

Several ministers benefited 
from blind trusts in opposi¬ 
tion. including Tony Blair. 
They were set up so that 
donors could contribute to 
the party confidentially to 
avoid raising suspicion that 
they were trying to buy influ¬ 
ence. but the Prime Minister 
and the Labour Party have 
since accepted that they 
should be banned in future. 


THE London boroughs could 
hold elections every year for 
the first time since the turn of 
the century under reforms 
planned by the Government. 

Labour hopes that making 

London councillors face the 
electorate more often than 
every four years will prevent 
the kind of corruption scandal 
that many boroughs have 
suffered. Bui election experts 
have given warning that the 
change could lead to voter 
fatigue and lower ru/nouts. 

The plan will be adopted 
only if voters back the plans 
for a London mayor and 
assembly in the referendum 
on May 7. A third of seats in 
each of London's 32 boroughs 
would come up for election 
every' year. with elections for 
the capital's new mayor and 
25 -member assembly taking 
place on die fourth year. The 
way in which the seats would 
be divided up for the elections 
would mean that most Lon¬ 
doners would be able to vote 
annually. 

The change would bring 
London into line with other 
local authorities that hold 
annual elections: the metro¬ 
politan districts, about a third 
of the shire districts and mast 
of the unitary authorities. 

The move was announced 
as Labour launched its cam¬ 
paign for the local elections on 
May 7. Labour holds 5b per 
cent of the seats being fought 
and controls 93 of the Ibb town 
halls where elections are being 
held. But John Prescoff, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, said: 
“For Labour, complacency is 
the greatest enemy. It ts no 
good Labour voters relying on 
the fact that they now have a 
Labour Government and a 
Labour council. If they don’t 
vote on May 7, they may find 
that a Tory or Liberal Demo¬ 
crat gets elected.” 


IN PARLIAMENT 


TODAY in me Commons: from 9.30am. 
backbench debates. From 230pm. Welsh 
questions: Prime Minister's Questions: 
Northern Ireland Sections HI. ail stages, 
and retted orders: debate on wcondaiy 
schools fri Wttshlre. In the Lords, debates 
on strats^c defence review: treatment of 
mdnerable wfrnesses; Criminal Justice 
QnamaUonj) Cooperation} (Amendment) 
BM. third reading: Northern Ireland orders. 


Empty slogans 
leave Cook on 


shaky ground 


POLITICIANS are seldom 
less convincing thar when they 
try to justify themselves in 
terms of some grand theory. 
The anniversary of Labour’s 
election victory is being 
marked by an orgy of self- 
justification. starting this 
morning with Robin Cook's 
address to the Social Market 
Fbundation. This marks not 
only a relaunch of his own 
recently battered career but is 
also an unusually personal 
affirmation by Mr Cook of the 
central tener of BJairism via a 
discourse on the principles of 
the Third Way. 

As outlined by Mr Cook, 
these principles amount to 
little more than vacuous plati¬ 
tudes: strong communities are 
the best environment for indi¬ 
vidual freedoms and opportu¬ 
nities; economic efficiency is 
best secured by inclusive soci¬ 
eties which develop the talents 
of all their members; social 
and economic progress is best 
secured through open politics; 
responsibility and rights are 
equal parts of citizenship; in 
the modern world countries 
succeed through partnership 
and co-operation, not isolation 
and confrontation; and con¬ 
stant modernisation is the 
only basis on which policy can 
remain relevant in a changing 
world. Hallelujah. That tells 
us nothing. What democratic 
politician couid disagree with 
such cliches. The Teletubbies 
might even find them bland. 

The Third Way is an inter¬ 
esting idea, an attempt to 
move beyond both post-war 
collectivism and the free-mar- 
ket individualism of the lOSQs 
(although the latter was more 
preached than practised). It is 
really abour changing the role 
of the State, from big spender 
to partner with the private and 
voluntary sectors, and from 
owner to regulator and inspec¬ 
tor. It is about active rather 
than bigger government, or, 
rather, one which does not 
have to raise taxes. 

Mr Cook is on stronger 
ground when he talks about 
what the Government has 
done, and is intending to do 
And, characteristically of this 
government, the substance is 
more convincing than the 
image, the detail than die 
glossy packaging. Ministers 
have launched several impor¬ 
tant initiatives in education 


health and youth justice, albeit 
building on what the Tories 
did. Moreover, making the 
Bank of England responsible 
for setting interest rates has 
changed the whole context of 
monetary policy. The Govern¬ 
ment has also been more 
radical than expected on con¬ 
stitutional reform, moving 
Britain towards both a written 
and a quasi-federal constitu¬ 
tion. Any administration that 
is seriously developing pro¬ 
posals for a more democratic 
second chamber can hardly be 
dismissed as conservative. 

Of course, there are many 
loose ends. Relations between 
the devolved assemblies and 
the central government con¬ 
tain many inherent tensions 
and ambiguities. The develop¬ 
ing pattern of new electoral 
systems is. perhaps inevitably, 
a hotch-potch. The Blairite 
inner circle also sometimes 
appears to be paying lip 
service to decentralisation 
while being reluctant to sur¬ 
render real power — and the 


ON POLITICS 


differing views and decisions 
that inevitably implies. 

There are questions too 
about the social agenda. How 
far will it be possible to 
improve standards in schools 
by central direction and in¬ 
spection? Are parental choice 
and competition being neglect¬ 
ed? Will pouring money in to 
reduce hospital waiting lists 
really address the underling 
problems of the NHS or will il 
distort priorities? And is not 
there bound to be an increased 
role for the private sector in 
health and in any really sub¬ 
stantial welfare reform? Min¬ 
isters have so far skated over 
these questions, but they 
are central to defining what 
the Third Way means and 
determining whether the cur¬ 
rent array of policies are 
intellectually coherent, Mr 
Cook and his colleagues need 
to discuss these questions if 
the Third Way is to be any 
more than a fashionable s&> , 
gan, and seminar topic, for 4f 
post-modernist policy wanks 
and pundits. 


Peter Riddell 
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Netanyahu will 
join Arafat at 

London summit 

From Andrew Pierce, poutical correspondent. in TCL aviv 
THE lnndon summit on the iccirclesfnro>v<>rai,.« A ue u. __ : _._. ... 


. - - 




Middle Bast was given an im¬ 
portant boost yesterday when 
Binyamin Netanyahu pledged 
to hold face-to-face talks with 
Yassir Arafat. 

The Israeli Prime Minister, 
speaking after talks here with 
Tony Blair, has agreed to bury 
his differences with President 
Arafat and sit around the 
same negotiating table at the 
May 4 conference, saying: 
“I have no objections to any 
kind of meetings. That is my 
position .' 1 

Mr Netanyahu also con¬ 
firmed he would be willing to 
confront the American propos¬ 
als for a withdrawal from the 
occupied territories. “The 
most important thing is to 
make significant progress. We 
would really like to move on to 
core issues that would facili¬ 
tate a final settlement." he 
said. 

The idea for a summit in 
London or another leading 
EU capital had been under 
discussion in senior diplomat¬ 


ic circles for several weeks. Mr 
Blair had raised the plan with 
President Clinton in tele¬ 
phone conversations. The idea 
had been floated in Jerusalem 
and Gaza City. 

Bui the Americans first had 
to be convinced that Mr Net¬ 
anyahu meant business. It 
required Mr Blair's power of 
persuasion to ensure that he 
would agree to discuss an 
Israeli withdrawal. If Mr 
Blair had not secured that 
commitment, the summit idea 
would have been dead in the 
water. 

The US-initiated peace pro¬ 
cess has been stalled for more 
than a year because of a dis¬ 
pute over the amount of land 
Israel is prepared to give up. 
An Israeli official said: “Blair 
had to crank up Netanyahu. 
We also need someone like 
Blair to hold our hands and 
the Palestinians' hands.” 

Mr Netanyahu praised the 
Prime Ministers role as a 
peacemaker, which has un¬ 
derlined his enhanced stature 


Anti-peace party 
invited to join 
Israel coalition 

From Christopher Walker in Jerusalem 


TONY BLAIR'S attempt to 
revive the Middle East peace 
process was undermined yes¬ 
terday as Israel's most ex¬ 
treme party — advocating the 
"transfer” of Arabs from Israel 
and the occupied territories to 
Arab countries — has been 
asked to join the Government 

Binyamin Netanyahu an¬ 
nounced that he had called on 
the Moledet Party, which has 
two of the 120 Knesset seats, to 
join his right-wing coalition. If 
continuing political negotia¬ 
tions succeed, they would 
boost his razor-thin majority 
of 61-39 to a more solid 63-57. 

Left-wing opposition leaders 
expressed disbelief and anger 
at the Prime Minister's move, 
saying the plan would wreck 
the already faltering peace 
process. 

Yossi Sand, a former Cabi¬ 
net minister and the leader of 
the Meretz 'Party, said 
Moledet’s entry would “paint 
the Government with the 
black colour of transfer”. 

In addition to wanting to 
exile as many as possible of 
the million Israeli Arabs and 
2.4 million Palestinians from 
Israel, the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, the party — led by 
the eccentric former general, 
Rechavam Zeevi — also op¬ 
poses continuation of the 1993 



Zeevi: expecting to be 
given Cabinet post 


Oslo peace accord with the 
Palestinians. 

Many commentators 
claimed that, although the 
move was mainly being con¬ 
ducted for internal political 
reasons, particularly to ward 
off no-confidence votes, it 
would signal to die world that 
Mr Netanyahu was not 
serious about sticking to the 
Oslo terms and pulling the 
army out from more of the 
West Bank. : , ’ 

Moledet opposes any fur¬ 
ther Israeli withdrawal from 
territory occupied in die 1967 
war "and beheves JCws h&e a 
God-given right’to-the West 
Bank, which it refers to is 
“Judaea and Samaria" and the 
Gaza Strip. 

Mr Zeevi, known to most 
Israelis tty his army nickname , 
“Ghandi” and renowned for 1 
once having kept a caged lion . 
as a mascot at his headquar- j 
ters, told army radio “the 
chances are pretty good” that 
his party would join the Gov- i 
emment and he would be- I 
come a Cabinet minister. He j 
had a draft coalition agree- ! 
ment ready for signing. 

Mr Netanyahu, who a 
month ago appointed a hard¬ 
line Jewish settler as director- 
general of his private office, 
said: “I have spoken with 
lawmaker Rechavam Zeevi 
over the past few days about I 
the possibility of Moledet join- | 
mg the Government , 

“Moledet will be able to 
express its view regarding I 
every topic, but will be asked | 
to accept the Government's i 
basic guidelines.” 

Mr Zeevi was asked how he 
could join an administration 
which had endorsed — howev¬ 
er lukewarmly — the land-for- 
peace interim accords reached 
with the Palestinians in 1993 
and due to be discussed in 
London on May 4. He said: 
The Government is not obli¬ 
gated to the Oslo agreement 
In the Government's basic 
guidelines, the word Oslo is 
not mentioned once.” 


Istanbul mayor jailed 
for ‘inflaming hatred’ 

From Andrew Finkel in Istanbul 
THE crackdown against polit- would deprive Turkey^il^m- 


teat u>buu WIIU"— J - 

with the sentencing to ten 
months in prison of Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, the Mayor 

of Istanbul. . 

Erdogan’s conviction is ail 
the more remarkable because 
the public prosecutor in the 
state security court had asked 

. * LX« uMC 
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regard as the heir apparentto 
Necmettin Erbakan, the far¬ 
mer Prime Minister and lead¬ 
er of the Welfare Party, who 
was ushered out of office last 
June, largely at the instigation 
of the Turkish military. Tne 
Constitutional Court shut the 

. __.4.,hamnnmpnf 


state security raurt had asked 

for his acquittal. He was Pjjy £ and 72 -year-old Mr 
Charged with mtanmg reb- * hiS tanned 


cnajgtu wiui —a 

Pious hatred. “The mosques 
are our barracks, the domes 
our helmets, the minarets our 
bayonets and the faithful our 
soldiers.” Erdogan had told a 
political rally in the eastern 
town of Siirt last year. 

in his defence., Erdogan 
protested that the lines were 
r _Ku 7iva Gokalo. 


this year anu 147 ™™ 
Erbakan was himself tanned 
from holding elected office for 
the next five years. 

Yesterday’s verdict is only 
part of a continuing senes of 
confrontations. Sixteen busi¬ 
nessmen regard^ » JES 
ters of the Islamic movement 
were still tamiidetamedlate 




protested that the Imsjjrc were ^ i rf ^inated police 
from a poemby Z»ya Gt^- ^ on Mon day on susp'cion 
widely regarded as one of tne collecting and laundering 
founders of Turkish nati0na1 ' 

IS ^ou g h Erdogan ^ 

free on appeal, if yesteirfay.^ p ten ^dents with 

verdict is upheld then he will hea dscarves from at- 

be banned in J*n*^' ty {jJJJ tending university courses, 
holding elected office, mis 


on (he international stage 
since the Northern Ireland 
success. Mr Netanyahu said: 
“1 have a growing admiration 
for Tony Blairs leadership, 
his perseverance in thepursuit 
of peace. His agility at think¬ 
ing through very complicated 
problems and trying to move 
them along." 

On the lost day of his five- 
day trip Mr Blair visited a Tel 
Aviv high school Once again 
he received an ecstatic recep¬ 
tion. He told pupils that 
politicians had no choice tat 
to try to revive the peace 
process. 

"1 am not going to go to the 
end of my life without making 
sure that whatever epitaph 
there might- be — they cannot 
say I did not try." 

He said that he had first 
been moved by the Middle 
East situation a fie 1 seeing the 
Oscar-winning Schindler's 
List, Steven Spielberg’s film 
about the Holocaust. 

50 years of Israel, page 19 



I raqis use a Baghdad funeral for two children to attack UN sanctions, 
blamed for the death of hundreds of young people. Lesters, page 17 
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be sure of winning value than with a mortgage rate 
fixed from as little as 5.39% for 2 years, or 
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very competitive fixed rate. 
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Blair tact is tested 
in euro bank feud 


TONY BLAIR has ten days to use his 
me d iat ors talent to defuse a dispute 
over the management of Europe's 
single currency after France yesterday 
stood linn against the rest of the EU 
with a demand for a Frenchman to run 
the European Central Bank. 

Gordon Brown, the Chancellor, 
signalled that Britain, which holds the 
EU chair, was prepared far a failure to 
resolve the bank feud at the EU 
Brussels summit on May 2. which will 
endorse the choice of 11 states to launch 
the euro next year. However. Helmut 
KohL the German Chancellor, in Bonn 
and finance ministers in Luxembourg 
said Iasi night it was vital for the 
stability of the currency that states 
settle at the summit their disagree¬ 
ment over the chief or the team which 
will exercise almost absolute power 
over monetary policy in the euro zone. 

France's isolation was rammed 
home to Dominique Strauss-Kahn. the 
French minister, ar yesterday's final 
session of the British-chaired Ecofin 
council before the euro summit. 
Germany and all other states have 
fallen in with the choice of Wim 
Duisenberg. 62, the Dutch chief of the 
European Monetary Institute, the 
body which becomes the European 
Central Bank on July I. 

President Chirac is sticking to his 
demand that the job must go to Jean- 
Claude Trichet. Governor of the 
Banque de France. For France, the 
issue goes beyond personalities to the 
nature of monetary union. Mr 
Duisenberg stands for deficit-cutting 
rigour, as fallowed by the Bundesbank. 


The French are pitted 
against the rest of the 
EU, reports Charles 
Bremnerfrom 
Luxembourg 

M Trichet would represent France's 
hope of a more flexible, politically 
managed currency. 

The outlines of possible compro¬ 
mises were circulating in Luxembourg. 
These mainly involve an eventual 
French dimbdown. with compensation 
through the appointment of French 
chiefs to the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development and 
the EU'S new post of “EU foreign 
minister”. However, French officials 
insisted that President Chirac would 
not flinch. 

In a slanging match, the French and 
Dutch hare threatened to veto each 
other's candidate, action that would 
force the selection of a third figure. The 
Dutch, who are aggrieved over the 
paucity of their countrymen in high 
EU posts, are ready for a fight to keep 
their man in the running. “Losing this 
would be like losing the World Cup to 
the Germans.'* Gerrit Zalm, the Dutch 
Finance Minister, said. “It would be 
rather strange, if there is a massive 
majority in favour of one candidate, 
that he would be blown off the table.” 
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Britons ride to 
rescue of ailing 
Lippizaners 


WALKER 


From Tom Walker in vucjak 

WORKERS at a Bosnian stud 
yesterday thanked British sol¬ 
diers in Nate'S Stabilisation 
Force for highlighting the 
plight of their Uppizaner hors¬ 
es, some of which have been 
sold to local fanners to puli 
carts while others have been 
eaten. 

The stud at Vucjak, 25 miles 
east of Banja Luka, was once a 
jewel of the Yugoslav state. 
Patronised by apparatchiks of 
Marshal Tito’s Communist 
hierarchy, it was one of three 
European breeding centres for 
the famous white horses, best 
known for their dancing at the 
Spanish Riding School in 
Vienna. 

But. amid the chaos of 
Yugoslavia's collapse, Vuq'ak 
found itself marooned in the 
bloody killing fields of Bosnia. 
Its state funding disappeared 
and the stud became a back¬ 
water of the penniless 
Republika Srpska, Bosnia’s 
Serb territory. A decade after 
its horses were being trans¬ 
ported to exhibitions around 
the world, much of the local 
population had forgotten 
Vuq’ak even existed. 

“We couldn't believe it when 
we found the place." said 
Captain Johnny Irish, a Brit¬ 
ish army vet. He and Major 
Chris Kinsviile-Heyne. both 
based in Banja Luka, made 
several visits to the dilapidat¬ 
ed stud, and through the 
Uppizaner Society of Great 
Britain have helped the Inter¬ 
national League for the Protec¬ 
tion of Horses to launch a 
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£100,000 appeal to save 
Vucjak. 

“The world hasn’t aban¬ 
doned us after all,** .said 
Vuqak’s director, Radica 
Sendic. “When I first came 
here last July the situation was 
horrible, the horses were 
starving, their ribs were visi¬ 
ble. I thought it was hopeless." 

Food paid for by a 
Uppizaner foundation in The 
Netherlands has helped the 
horses to survive the winter. 
And in the spring sunshine 
yesterday there was a new air 
of optimism among the crum¬ 
bling stables. 

Darko Stasjufc. one of a 
handful of devotees who have 
worked unpaid at Vucjak for 
the past five years, led out the 
stallion Pluto Bre§ava to per¬ 
form for the British officers. 
The sagging roofs, broken 
windows and rusting machin¬ 
ery made a surreal backdrop 
as Bregava, with a flawless 
lineage dating back to the 
heyday of the Habsburg Em¬ 
pire, pranced in a wide circle. 

“You can't imagine how 
miserable it's been here after 
what we were once used to." 


said Mr Stasjuk. “It was 
absolute desperation." 

Sixty horses remain from a 
prewar slock of 200. among 
them ten stallions and 20 
brood mares. The minimum 
annual cost of feeding and 
grooming a Uppizaner at 
Vucjak was K00. With war¬ 
time salaries in Republika 
Srpska running at about £10 a 
month, the stud rapidly be¬ 
came untenable. Horses were 
mostly sold to local farmers, 
their prices rising in the fast 
year to around £150. 

“We were told that they 
were being used as working 
animals, but you could tell 
. that wasn't always the truth," 
said Major Kinsviile-Heyne.. 
“I’m afraid some went to the 
slaughterhouse." There were 
also 1.200 head of cattle at 
Vuqak before the war. all of 
which have been eaten. 

The publicity surrounding 
the stud has meant that the 
officers are now inundated by 
calls from the media and 
horse lovers the world over. 

Vuqak faces further prob¬ 
lems as its ownership is dis¬ 
puted by die former Yugoslav 
states, a legal tangle that 
prevents it making millions 
from exporting Lippizaners. 
But the immediate popularity 
of the British appeal should at 
least ensure the stud's current 
stock is safe. 

“Ilm very optimistic now, 
after the British initiative," 
said Mrs Sendic. “Once 
Vuqak is rehabilitated, the 
soldiers are welcome to as 
many -free riding lessons as 
they like." 



Captain Johnny Irish, a British army vet at the Vuqak stud in Bosnia with some of the Upp: 
whose plight he has helped to highlight. During the civil war some were sold to pull carts; ome; 
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ers were eaten 


Cook claims success for strategy of dialogue 



By Michael Evans 
DEFENCE CORRESPONDENT 


anoppos 
presidential elections 


BRITAIN has given up the old 
formula of “rowing and kowtowing" 
to try to improve human rights in the 
world. Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretary, said yesterday.. 

Publishing a report info the first 
year of his new ethical foreign policy, 
he said that he had found a third way 
of dealing with countries with poor 
human rights records which was 
based on partnership. 

However, at a press conference to 
launch the report. Mr Cook had to 
answer the charge that he had. in 
fact gained a reputation for “hector¬ 
ing” other people — such as during 
his controversial trip to Israel last 
month. 

The Foreign Secretary admitted 
that on occasions it was still neces¬ 
sary to "talk tough". He said there 


were times when it was right to 
“condemn publicly, loudly and firm¬ 
ly”, but his polity on human rights 
was to work with the countries 
involved and not fo “hector' them. 
He added: “1 would certainly robust¬ 
ly resist the idea that the 
bulk of my activity has been 
going round and hectoring 
people." 

The policy on human 
rights in the past wavered 
between “rowing and kow¬ 
towing", he said. But the 

“third way", he said, was to _ 

set up a proper dialogue and 
to work with the countries to elimi¬ 
nate human rights abuses. 

The Foreign Office report men¬ 
tioned 60 countries, including India. 
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia and high¬ 
lighted the “practical partnerships" 
that have now been developed, inclu¬ 
ding a dialogue on human rights 


with China, new co-operation with 
Indonesia and a partnership on child 
welfare with the Philippines: 

“In die past year I have criss¬ 
crossed the globe and wherever I am 
human rights has been high on my 
agenda." Mr Cook said. “There will 


Cl have criss-crossed the globe 
and wherever I am human 
rights are high on my agenda? 


be those who say we should condemn 
abuse more loudly and pick fights 
rather than promote partnership... 
but we want to make a change, not 
just a point" 

He added: “The focus of our 
strategy is not to trumpet condemna¬ 
tion. The focus of our strategy is to 


make real, practical improvements." 
However, he condemned the an¬ 
nouncement by the five political 
parties in Nigeria that they had 
endorsed a single candidate. General 
Sani Abacha — the country’s military 
ruler — for the presidential elections 

_ due to be held in August. Mr 

Cook expected the Common¬ 
wealth ministerial action 
group to meet soon to to 
decide whether to impose 
sanctions on Nigeria. 

Clare Short, the Interna- 
tional Development Secre- 
tary. also told the press con¬ 
ference that it was vital to develop a 
new human rights agenda that 
ensured basic rights “not just for the 
rich and famous but also for the poor 
and needy". Having a full belly was 
as important a right as being able to 
speak freely, she said. 

Mr Cook hailed as one of his 


achievements in his first year of office 
the revised guidelines for arms sales 
under which exports are prohibited if 
there is a “dearly definable" risk that 
they might be used for internal 
repression". 

One of the earliest tests of his 
ethical foreign policy was in dealing 
with arms sales to Indonesia He 
declared last year that he would not 
be in a position to cancel arms 
contracts already agreed with the 
previous Tory Government. Yester¬ 
day. an Indonesian Air Force spokes¬ 
man said that the delivery of 16 
British-made Hawk 200 jet fighters 
would begin next March. 

First Marshal Mirsyahban Asfha 
told a press conference in Jakarta 
that the 16 planes would be delivered 
in eight stages. 

The contract signed with the Indo¬ 
nesian Government also indudes 100 
armoured personnel carriers. 


Flights from London to Olbia in Sardinia. 
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French 
put the 
stopper 
on fake 
claret 


From Ben Macintyre 

|N PARIS 

BORDEAUX wine-mak¬ 
ers have vowed to scup¬ 
per an illegal trade in 
“conlerfeil daret" hi 
S outh-East Asia that is 
undermining the repar¬ 
ation of the celebrated 
French wine and leaving 
a nasty taste in the 
mouths of Asian wine 
buffs. 

According to the 
Interprofessional Coun¬ 
cil of Bordeaux Wines 
(CIVB). up to 15 per cent 
of the grands crus Bor¬ 
deaux trines on sale in 
South-East Asia are actu¬ 
ally inferior wines with 
fraudulent labels. 

The lolaJ value of Bor¬ 
deaux wine exports grew 
last year by a record- 
breaking 41 per cent, 
with the highest increase 
in the Asian market de¬ 
spite the financial crisis 
in the region. Exports to 
Japan rose by 67 per cent 
while Taiwan’s demand 
climbed by 664 per cenL 

This week the CIVB 
announced it would 
spend Frl . million 
(£ 100 , 000 ) in the first 
stage of a programme to 
combat the forgeries. Ev¬ 
ery two months Bor¬ 
deaux trine experts frill 
carry out spot checks on 
wine-sellers, beginning 
in Shanghai and Beijing. 

Cognac producers this 
week agreed to join 
forces with Bordeaux 
wine-makers against the 
traffickers. 

“The most notorious 
counterfeit consists of of¬ 
fering for sale a wine 
with an expensive label 
whose contents have 
nothing to do with what 
is stated on the label." 
Philippe Castcja, presi¬ 
dent of the CIVB. said. 

Much of the counter¬ 
feit daret is not even 
French, according to ex¬ 
perts, but locally pro¬ 
duced or cheaply 
imported wine. 

In 1997, some 12-7 per 
cent of Bordeaux exports 
went to Japan, Thailand. 
Singapore. Taiwan. 
Hong Kong and South 
Korea, but those coun¬ 
tries accounted for more 
than 22 per cent of the 
total value of the region’s 
wine exports. 

Britain imported more 
than 37 million litres of 
Bordeaux last year, an 
increase of 16 per cent, 
and the volume imported 
by the US increased by 22 
per cent 
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Germany’s terrorists aim 
to swap guns for amnesty 


From Roger Boyes 

IN BONN 

GERMANY’S most danger¬ 
ous ultra-left terrorists have 
announced they are giving up 
the urban guerrilla struggle 
against the state — but at least 
one top detective refused to 
believe it 

He is Horst Herold, the 
retired head of the Federal 
Criminal Office, who led the 
fight against the so-called Red 
Army Faction (RAF) in the 
1970s and 1980s. “I cannot 
believe these people would 
have made such an announce¬ 
ment on Hitler’s birthday 
(April 20)." 

German police nonetheless 
confirmed yesterday that the 
letter — with its characteristic 
star and machinegun fogo — 
handed to a news agency is 
genuine. The letter admitted 
that the Red Army Faction 
was “now histoiy" 

The problem Is that the RAF 
— successor to the murderous 
Baader-Meinhof gang which 
terrorised Germany in the 
1970s — is no longer a mono¬ 
lithic organisation. There are 
convicted terrorists still sitting 
in prison, some like Irmgard 
Molier have served their 
terms, some are on the run. 
others have renounced terror¬ 
ism and are living freely and 
openly. 

Within this community 
there has been an active if 
somewhat surreal' debate 
about the future of the move¬ 
ment. Jailed hardliners such 
as Brigitte Mohnhaupt. Chris¬ 
tian Klar and Adelheid Schulz 
have always been against 
dissolving the group. Others 
believe foe group should be 
kept alive but should formally 
renounce violence. 

The RAF letter may there¬ 
fore speak only for a segment 
of the terrorist or post-terrorist 
community. The reasoning of 
foe RAF letter writers seems to 



_ . 1 ■ - Kfoav _ 

^ g S? n ^n 6 S^ a 5- ,erT ? rist ^ Christian 
Klar, who opposed disbanding the murderous group 


be that a formal dissolution of 
the group would allow a new 
Social Democratic-Green gov¬ 
ernment to announce an am¬ 
nesty for all those connected 
with foe terrorist movement. 

That in turn would open the 
way for foe RAF to mould 
themselves into a kind of Sinn 
Fein, an explicitly political 
organisation. The key sen¬ 
tence in the eight-page letter 
was: “it was a strategic error 
not to build up a socio-political 
organisation alongside the il¬ 
legal. armed one." 

There is no other statement 
of regret from foe movement 
which claimed more than 50 
lives of Germans — including 
some of foe country's leading 
business personalities - and 
US army personnel. They 
borrowed their tactics from 
Latin American urban guerril¬ 
las using bombs, kidnapping 
and assassinations in an at¬ 
tempt to induce the German 
Government to make more 
use of its police machinery 

At a certain point ran foe 
terrorist logic, Germans 
would see foe true face of their 
stale — a democratic order 
masking a coercive regime. 


That would then lead to pres¬ 
sure for change. 

Nothing of the kind hap¬ 
pened. The romantic image 
peddled by the terrorists brief¬ 
ly allowed the group to hide 
among students and squatters 
but they were always despised 
by German workers. The bru¬ 
tality of the murders soon cut 
away even passive support for 
foe terrorists. The latest was in 
1990. but the game was up for 
foe RAF: German unification 
exposed how dependent the 
terrorists had been on the 
shelter provided by the Stasi 
secret police of the East Ger¬ 
man Communist regime. 

Some of foe later killings 
attributed to the RaF — their 
last victim was Detlev 
Rohwedder. head of the priva¬ 
tisation agency for eastern 
Germany — may actually 
have been carried out by 
former Stasi hit men. 

The RAP's ambition to be¬ 
come a legitimate political 
player now finds some sympa- 

SnX *** Green Party- 
Indeed Felix Ensslin. the son 
01 former terrorist Gudrun 
Ensslin. is running for parlia¬ 
ment on the Green tickeL 
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Anti-abortion 
groups guilty 
of racketeering 

\ JURY in Chii~>nr« r--I r ry. 


OVERSEAS NEWS 13 
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A JURY in Chicago has found 
that two leading anti-abortion 
groups violated federal anti- 
racketeering laws — originally 
enacted to curb organised 
crime - by conspiring to dose 
abortion clinics .through vio¬ 
lence. intimidation and 
extortion. 

The decision was hailed by 
women's groups as “the big¬ 
gest courtroom defeat for the 
anti-abortion movement“ It 
could pave the way for scores 
of civil lawsuits against anti¬ 
abortion groups, brought by 
the nearly 1.000 clinics that 
perform abortions. This could 
potentially bankrupt large sec¬ 
tions of the ami-abortion 
movement. 

"The suit was brought by the 
National Organisation of 
Women (NoW). acting on be¬ 
half of two abortion clinics in 
Wilmington. Delaware, and 
Milwaukee, against two anti- 
abortion groups, the Pro-Life 
Action League and Operation 
Rescue. 

Filed under the Racketeer 
Influenced and Corrupt Org¬ 
anisations Act, the suit was 
originaljy dismissed by both a 
federal judge and an appeals 
court on the grounds that the 
Act applied only to activities 
motivated by economic gain. 

In 1994, however, the suit 
was reinstated by the US 
Supreme Court. Now jurors in 
the US District Court in 
Chicago have decided that 


US pro-choice 
groups may face 
financial ruin, 
writes Tunku 
Varadarajan 

damages of $86,000 (£48,000) 
should be paid to the two 
clinics. Since damages as¬ 
sessed under the Act are 
automatically trebled for puni¬ 
tive reasons, the anii-abcrrtion 
groups must pay almost a 
quarter or a million dollars. 

The plaintiffs in the suit 
alleged that leaders of the two 
anti-abortion groups directed 
their activists to “use threats 
and acts of intimidation and 
extortion in their efforts to 
shut clinics providing abor¬ 
tion services” 

The jurors agreed, finding 
that the defendants engaged in 
a nationwide conspiracy that 
produced 21 acts erf 1 extortion, 
mostly by the formation of 
barricades that prevented the 
use of abortion clinics. Evi¬ 
dence was adduced in court 
that showed how activists had 
threatened, grabbed and 
pushed both patients and doc¬ 
tors outside clinics. 

Susan HilL the president of 
NoW, said; “This is a tremen- 





One of the women's healthcare clinics wrecked by 
a blast during the campaign against abortions 


dous victory for abortion pro¬ 
viders throughout the country. 
We have finally cracked the 
conspiracy. For the first time 
we Havre proven in court what 
we have known for years. 
There is an organised cam¬ 
paign of terror being waged 
against abortion providers." 

The jury* decision was criti¬ 
cised by Cardinal Francis 
George, of the Chicago Arch¬ 
diocese. He said: The deci¬ 
sion in this case effectively 
equates freedom of speech 
with racketeering." 

Joseph Schcidier. a senior 
activist of the Pro-Life Action 
League, said: “Now I’m a 
racketeer. When you can 
make a racketeer out of some¬ 
one who is trying to saw 
babies' lives, you have a 
strange law.” 

During the trial, the anti- 
abortion groups had sought to 
distance themselves from ex¬ 
tremists who bomb clinics, 
insisting that their own activ¬ 
ists were simply exercising 
their right to free speech by 
picketing the two abortion 
clinics. 

Their actions, they argued, 
were protected under the First 
Amendment of the Con¬ 
stitution. 

Yet few civil libertarians 
have rushed to the defence of 
the anti-abortion groups here. 
Colleen Connell, the associate 
legal director of the flinois 
branch of the American Civil 
Liberties Union, said: This 
case is not the end of the First 
Amendment as we know it 
Nobody's saying you cant 
walk down the sidewalk hold¬ 
ing signs saying abortion is 
murder." 

□ Washington: The publish¬ 
er of a manual for would-be 
contract killers vowed to fight 
for his freed ran of speech after 
the US Supreme Court 
allowed relatives of three mur¬ 
der victims to sue his company 
for civil damages from 
Rhodes writes). 

In a case thathas become a 
touchstone for First Amend¬ 
ment rights, the families may 
now go ahead with their 
efforts to hold Paladin Enter¬ 
prises, a mail order publish- 
ing firm, financially 
responsible for aiding and 
abetting James Perry, the 
killer. 

Perry, while plotting the 
grisly murder of a mother, her 
quadriplegic son and an at¬ 
tending nurse, had bought one 
of the company's books: Hit 
Man: A Technical Manual 
for Independent Con- 
tractors.The triple killing 
shocked the Washington area 
in 1993. 



Nike sued 
over Asian 
labour ‘lies’ 

Los Angeles: Nike, the world’s 
biggest sports shoemaker, is 
being sued by a high-powered 
group of Californian lawyers 
who claim the company lied 
in advertisements defending 
its use of young and low-wage 
labour in South-East Asia 
(Giles Whinell writes). 

. The company has drawn 

F steady fire for selling foreign- 
made shoes at huge mark-ups 
to America's youth. It is now 
accused of claiming falsely 
that its workers are guaran¬ 
teed a living wage and receive 
free meals. . 

Drawing on a critical Ernst 
and Young audit of a Nike 
contractor's factoiy in Viet¬ 
nam. the lawyers are demand¬ 
ing the company launch a 
public information drive to 
correct the “misinformation”, 
and pay back four years of 
profits from California sales 
to the state Treasury. 

Nike has dismissed the 
legal move as “a press release 
dressed up as a lawsuit", but 
will have to take it seriously 
nonetheless. Last year the 
team behind the suit won a 
landmark $10 million (£6 
million) settlement from K. J. 
Reynolds, the tobacco giant 
forcing it to end an advertis- 
in° campaign in California on 
the ground that a cartoon 
character targeted children. 


Patriots make camp 
in Reagan’s eyrie 

FROM Gules Whitteul in los angeles 


A GROUP that teaches patrio¬ 
tism on American college cam¬ 
puses has bought a singularly 
suitable conference centre — 
the Ranch in the Sky — where 
President Reagan entertained 
Mikhail Gorbachev after de¬ 
nouncing the Soviet Union as 
an evil empire. 

The Rancho del Cielo above 
Santa Barbara, known as the 
Western White House during 
the Reagan presidency, has 
been on the market for nearly 
two years at an asking price of 
$5.95 million (£3.7 million) 
which most local estate agents 
considered much too high. 

With Nancy Reagan's bless¬ 
ing. the five-room ranch house 
and 688 surrounding acres are 
being sold to the Young Amer¬ 
ica's Foundation for an undis¬ 
closed sum. The Virgima- 
based group plans to make the 
property the headquarters of 
its Ronald Reagan Leadership 
Development Program. 

“Ronnie and 1 are delight¬ 
ed." Mrs Reagan said in a 
statement welcoming the new 
owners of her old summer 
home. “We hope that our 
ranch will be a spark for many 
bright young Americans in the 
years ahead.” 

Reached by a twisting 
mountain road, [he ranch 
presented logistical obstacles 


to the running of the free 
world. Before Mr Reagan 
became President it had only 
one telephone line. He never¬ 
theless spent 345 days there 
during his eight-year presi¬ 
dency, creating youthful photo 
opportunities of wood-chop¬ 
ping and horseriding to belie 
his advancing years, and tak¬ 
ing Mr Gorbachev for a ride 
in a jeep whose number plate 
read G1PPER. 

President Reagan also en¬ 
tertained the Queen there. On 
a trip largely washed out by 
rain, she rode side-saddle with 
him through the mud. 

An offer from the Governor 
to buy the ranchfor $5 million 
for the state of California 
foundered on objections that it 
would run contrary to Mr 
Reagan’s views on appropri¬ 
ate uses of tax dollars. 

The Young America's Foun¬ 
dation. which fosters “love of 
country", small-government 
policies and other tenets of 
Reagan ism among student- 
age conservatives. has pledged 
to leave the ranch exactly as it 
was when the Reagans lived 
there. 

The Reagans now live in Bel 
Air, the wealthy Los Angeles 
enclave, where the former 
President suffers from 
Alzheimer's disease. 


Licence to brand sex offenders 


New York; Sex offenders m 
the slate of 

identified on their dnwre 
licences, under a new lawlhal 
®me into force 3* stc ^ y 
Jrunku Varadarajan 

Passed unanimously in the 
> s ,aic House, and by a 
‘ s -ive majority in the Senate 
Z measure requires 
Siople with criminal recorf- 
E?r sex offences - including 
^ and sexual abuse of a 


child - to he issued wth 
drivers' licences that have the 
letter "V stamped on the 
back. The original propond 
— for the licenses to have the 

words “Sex Offender embla¬ 
zoned ou the hack 
abandoned after avd hber 
ties groups denounced A as a 
violation of P r j va< J R 
Representative Rog" Ro £ 

one of the sponsors of the 
SwlaW.MidtlUU.BUB." 


beneficiaries would be 
people in states other than 
Delaware. He said; “We 
know where a sex offender is 
when he's in Delaware 
because he has to register 
with the authorities. Tbe 
problem is if he leaves.” Now, 
if an offender moves to 
another stale and applies for 
another licence, die authori¬ 
ties there would be alerted to 
his character by the “IT. 



Relatives awaiting the arrival of die Air France flight in Quito grieve on hearing the news that it had crashed soon after take-off from Bogota 

Crash pilot heard off-course warning 


COLOMBIAN officials yes¬ 
terday confirmed the deaths 
of all 53 passengers and crew 
on board a Boeing 727 that 
crashed into a mountain only 
three minutes after take-off 
from Bogota on Monday. One 
Briton was thought to be 
among the dead. 

Many of the passengers on 
Air France Flight 422 en route 
to the Ecuadorean capital. 
Quito, were Europeans who 
had changed planes hours 
earlier in Bogota after arriv- 


From David Adams in bogotA 

log from Paris. Air France 
said they included six French, 
seven Italians, three Danes, 
three Spaniards, two Ger¬ 
mans, two Austrians, one 
Briton and one Swiss. 

Other victims included 
Jorge AnhaJher. a distin¬ 
guished Ecuadorean ecologist 
who. as president of the 
Charles Darwin Foundation, 
was involved in conservation 
on the Gal&pagos Islands off 
Ecuador's coast 
The search for survivors 


was renewed at dawn yester¬ 
day after poor weather forced 
rescuers to abandon their 
efforts on Monday evening. 
Soldiers and Red Cross work¬ 
ers spent the night on the 
mountain to guard the acci¬ 
dent scene from looters. 

. In Rome, the Foreign Min¬ 
istry said the Italians who 
died included Silvia Citaristi, 
a daughter of Severino 
Citaristi, a former Christian 
Democratic MP. 

Air traffic controllers lost 



contact with the pilot shortly 
after warning him that the 
plane was dangerously off 


course and almost 3,000ft 
below the recommended alti¬ 
tude. Turn right ... and 
climb to 33.000ft," the pilot 
was told. “Instruction re¬ 
ceived" were his last words. 

The Boeing 727, belonging 
to TAME, a civilian airline 
owned by the Ecuadorean 
military, had been leased by 
Air France for a scheduled 
thrice-weekly service between 
Bogota and Quito. Last week 
the same plane flew a delega¬ 
tion. including President 
AlarcOn of Ecuador to a 
regional summit in Chile. 
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Dockers rejoice 
at jobs victory 
in Sydney court 


From Roger Maynard in Sydney 


JUBILANT Australian dock- 
workers enjoyed a dramatic 
reversal of fortune yesterday 
when the Federal Court 
ordered Patrick Stevedores to 
reinstate 2,000 full-time and 
part-time workers whom it 
dismissed two weeks ago. 

The court said Patrick may 
have engaged in an illegal 
conspiracy after hearing a 
union allegation that the 
company had schemed with 
the Government and the Nat¬ 
ional Farmers Federation over 
employing non-union labour. 
Although Patrick subsequent¬ 
ly won time to appeal, the 
court's decision defused what 
was rapidly becoming Austra¬ 
lia’s most divisive and destruc¬ 
tive industrial dispute in 
recent history. 

John Coombs, national sec¬ 
retary of the Maritime Union 
of Australia, hailed the ruling 
as a victory for all workers. It 
was “an important step in 


protecting the jobs of other 
Australian workers from ruth¬ 
less employers”, he said. 

Mr Coombs demanded that 
Patrick immediately open its 
gates around the country. 

Yesterday’s ruling was a 
major blow for Australia's 
conservative Government 
which supported Patrick in its 
attempt to employ non-union 
labour. But Peter Rehh. the 
Workplace Relations Minis¬ 
ter. branded the decision 
unworkable. 

"It attempts to rewrite con¬ 
tracts, to place new con¬ 
tractual obligations on the 
parties and it effectively 
means that by order of the 
court there must be a closed 
shop on the waterfront in res¬ 
pect of the Patrick terminals." 
he said. 

Lawyers for the clockwork 
labour company last night 
urnn t ‘M-Vinnr siisnension of 


expected \? tpT this week. Chris 
Corrigan, Patrick's chairman, 
said the court's order posed 
enormous practical difficul¬ 
ties. However, the company 
intended to comply with the 
order and world discuss ways 
of implementing it-with the 
labour-supply firm involved. 

Mr Corrigan pointed out 
that the judge had not tested 
any Maritime Union claims 
and therefore could not rule on 
the lawfulness of Patrick’s 
action. The union offered to 
return its members to work 
without pay until the company 
was back on its feet. 

Kim Beazley. the Federal 
Opposition leader, said the 
court decision had given the 
Prime Minister an opportuni¬ 
ty to show leadership. He 
added the outcome of the 
dispute showed that the Work¬ 
place Relations Minister had 
reached his "use by" date and 








: -v>'* 

;> y 7 L -VV; $•“- 

SwR- *>, - y '--. 

KSL- : 





pujiiw 


Chinese 
blotrights 
record 
again 

From James Pringle 

IN BEIJING 

TWO days after China’s lead¬ 
ing human rights detainee, the 
high-profile student leader 
Wang Dan, was freed and 
flown to the United States on 
"medical parole", news came 
of the punishment of a little- 
known mathematics teacher 
for meeting a human rights 
activist back from overseas. 

• WangTingjin. 43, from cen¬ 
tral Anhui province, was sent 
to a labour camp for two years 
for “disturbing the social 
order" by .meeting Wang 
Bingzhang- Wang-Tfrisin “ 
none of the three Wangs as. 
related;-r- defected" toSjmegiafr 
in the Jate 1970s but returned 
in February to form a.pariy: 
to challenge the Communist 
Party regime, according to the 
Hong Kong Information 
Centre for Human Rights and 
Democracy. 

The centre quoted Wang 
Tingjin's wife as saying he 
haid not been given a trial.or 
the opportunity to prepare a 
defence, having been both 
arrested and sentenced on 
Tuesday last week. Wang 
Bingzhang was held for three 
days in February, then sent 
bade to the United States. 

Reform through labour is a 
form of punishment that can 
be imposed by police without 
a trial. Two other dissidents 
have received similar sen¬ 
tences in the past month, one 
for' calling for free trade 
unions on a foreign radio 
station, and the other for 
contact with overseas human 
rights activists. 

At the same time Xu Wenli. 
the Democracy Wall pro-de¬ 
mocracy dissident, was de¬ 
tained by police and then re¬ 
leased while China's Prime 
Minister. Zhu Rongji, was 
attending a recent Asia- 
Europe summit in London. 

Zhu Dangzap, a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman, indic¬ 
ated yesterday that Wang 
Dan. who wants to return to 
China later, would be sent 
back to prison to complete the 
remaining nine years of an 11- 
year term for allegedly plot¬ 
ting to subvert the state should 
he return. Mr Zhu added: “He 
understands this dearly." 

President Clinton is due to 
visit China in June, and Wang 
Dan is believed to have been 
released to set the scene for a 
successful visit, although 
Beijing yesterday denied any 
deal with America. 



US divers 
‘faked 
deaths’ 

Brisbane: Australian 
police are investigating 
claims that two Americans 
missing off the Great Barri¬ 
er Reef may have staged 
their deaths. 

Thomas Lonergan, 33, 
and his wife. Eileen, 28.— 
experienced divers from 
Baton Rouge. Louisiana — 
were reported missing after 
a January scuba-diving trip 
returned without them. 

Another skipper is said 
to have heard American 
voices on his boat when it 
returned, with extra pas¬ 
sengers. from the same reef 
•a day later. (Reuters) 

Burma jailing 

Bangkok: Burma's mili¬ 
tary Government has jailed 
San San. 58, a leading pro- 
democracy campaigner, for 
25 years over an interview 
she gave to a foreign radio 
station, an opposition 
group said. (AP) 

Child protest 

Karachi: Children from 
around the world marched 
to highlight the plight of 
more than three million 
Pakistani child workers, 
most of whom are em¬ 
ployed in hazardous 
industries. 

Pacific deal 

Paris: The French Govern¬ 
ment, separatists and 
French settlers agreed on a 
December referendum on 
the future of the Pacific 
territory of New Caledonia, 
including a 20-year transi¬ 
tion to independence. (AP) 

Tram tragedy 

Vienna: A tram crashed 
into a a bank here, killing 
one person and injuring 48. 
The two-carriage tram was 
derailed at an intersection, 
catapulting the second car¬ 
riage into a brick and plate- 
glass wall. (AP) 

King’s ransom 

Strasbourg: King Constan¬ 
tine, the deposed Greek 
sovereign, whose property 
was confiscated by the Gov¬ 
ernment, has won the right 
to take his case to the 
European Court of Human 
Rights. (AP) 


Pittance 

Examples 

Bravo 1.4S 

Bravo 1.8 HLX 
(Metallic) 

CasfaPfioe’ 

£10.033.90 

£14.457.13 

Deposit 

£3.211.90 

£2,901.13 

Deposit* 

20% 

20% 

Amount Financed 

£8.712.00 

£11.556.00 

36 Monthly 
Repayments 

£242.00 

£321.00 

Total Amount 
Payable 

£10.933.90 

£14.457.13 

APR % 

0.0% 

0.0% 


Bravo HLX 

• Remote control central locking 
and alarm. 

• Power steering. • ABS. 

• Electric sunroof and mirrors. 

• 6 speaker radio-cassette. 

• Heated seats. 

• Bravo range from £10,924. 

FIAT BRAVO 

CAR SHOWN RAT BRAVO IS HLX AT £14.457.13 ON THE ROAD (WITH METALLIC FAINT). 1PTOCE MQWOS £615 FOR OQJVEHYTO DEALER. Pl^VAi; I2MONTHS 

PRCK CORRECT ATTTO OF GOING TO PRES5 ltW9& OFFER END5 3I/5/9& 0* RNAN'iOFFrR REQUREA MNMUM DEPOSIT OF 2I», AVAILABLE TO ANYONE AGED 18 AND 

OITSI OFFER A GUARANTEE ANDIOR MXMVTTY MAS BE RB'^JIRHl WRITTEN (XJOTAT10N5 AVALABLE ON REQUEST FROM ROT AUTO FWIANCUU. SCKVIOS U*WTH^, PO BOX iTOfttoMLROI 


This’ll put a smile on your face. You can buy 
a stunning Fiat Bravo for a mere 2096 deposit. 
What Gar? Magazine agrees and boasts 
“There isn’t a more stylish car in the class. 

Call 0800 71 7000, httpy/www.fiat.co.uk 
or visit your local Fiat dealer for more 
information. 


French ex-ministers 
deny genocide charge 

From Ben Macintyre in paris 


boob 


TWO former conservative 
Prime Ministers yesterday 
dismissed charges of French 
complicity in the 1994 Rwan¬ 
dan genocide, insisting in¬ 
stead that France had played 
an honourable humanitarian 
role of which the country 
should be proud. 

A French parliamentary 
committee is investigating 
charges that France support¬ 
ed the Hutu-led Rwandan 
Government, slowed the ad¬ 
vance of Tutsi rebel forces 
that would have stopped the 
killing and subsequently 
helped architects of the geno¬ 
cide to flee. 

Testifying before the com¬ 


mittee yesterday, the former 
Prime Ministers, Edouard 
Bahadur and Alain Juppe 
(then Foreign Minister) berth 
insisted that the sending of 
French troops to Rwanda in 
1994. in what was codenamed 
Operation Turquoise, was a 
purely humanitarian and 
non-partisan action. 

"France was the only coun* 
try to intervene to limit the 
horror. Thanks to us. tors of 
thousands of lives wei^ 

saved." M Bahadur said ^ 

The then Prime Miniver 
also suggested that the Tutsi 
rebellion "came from Ul 
da” and that someTutsis 1 
been trained in the US". 
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* Child’s funeral 
reopens wounds 
of apartheid 


MAHNCHCH' 


MORE THAN 1,000 black 
mourners packed Benoni city 
hall to sing and pray at the 
funeral of a six-month-old 

child-allegedly shot dead by a 
white farmer in a murder that 
has shocked South Africa and 
revived the bitterness of its 
apartheid past. 

Outside the packed hall 
youths yelled “Boer. Boer, 
bullet, bullet", echoing an 
anti-apartheid chant which 
referred to killing white farm¬ 
ers. The newly divisive killing 
caused Winnie Madikizeia- 
Mandela, who spoke over the 
3ft coffin of Angelina Zwane. 
to fear the passing of the 
“rainbow nation". 

The child was shot in the 
head while being carried 
along a well-trodden path by 
her cousin Frandna, nine, 
who was wounded. Nicholas 
Steyn, 42, who allegedly fired 
the shot from across a field, 
has been charged with murder 
and attempted murder. 

The mourners, virtually all 
black, sat and wept in front of 
the chrysanthemum-covered 
coffin. Most followed it to a 
nearby graveyard for the buri¬ 
al. When a few gunshots were 
fired outside the graveyard, a 
common occurrence at anti¬ 
apartheid funerals, a speaker 
admonished the crowd to 
behave. 

At the town hall service, 
some speakers — black and 
white — called for forgiveness 


'Rainbow nation’ 
hopes suffer a 
setback, reports 
Sam Kiley from 
Johannesburg 

and reconciliation, while a few 
radical black leaders said that 
the time for coddling whites 
after apartheid had ended. 

Angelina's death 11 days ago 
has become a powerful sym¬ 
bol for all South Africans, 
showing how far different 
racial groups have yet io travel 
before achieving the goal of 
“national reconciliation" en¬ 
capsulated in Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu's description 
of South Africa as the "rain¬ 
bow nation of God". 

The chants of the young 
men who also danced the 
traditional tpyi-toyi war dance 
of the townships, recalled the 
days before the 1994 general 
elections when radical leaders 
whipped black crowds into a 
frenzy with similar slogans of 
“one settler, one bulla" and 
“kill the Boer". 

Mourners had cheered as 
Mrs Mandela. 62, the former 
wife of President Mandela, 
entered and raised her fist in 
the traditional anti-apartheid 



Mourners beside Angelina Zwane’s coffin, covered ” 
in yellow and white chrysanthemums 


salute. But yesterday she was 
anxious to'prevent Angelina’s 
death from becoming a rally¬ 
ing point for. growing anti¬ 
white feelings. 

Leading the mourners in 
ritual songs and dandng. she 
said: “We are stunned by this 
tragedy. We arc numb with 
shack." 

She said that the killing 
appeared to undermine the 
dream of a non-racial rainbow 
nation forged from the racial 
division of apartheid. “Maybe 
there is no rainbow nation 
after all, because it has no 
colour," she said. 

But she noted how white 
shop owners had stopped her 
on the street and offered 
donations for the Zwane fam¬ 
ily. “This confirms that, al¬ 
though transformation is 
slow, we are getting there," 
she said of South Africa's shift 
from apartheid to a multi¬ 
racial society. 

As a gesture of reconcilia¬ 
tion between the Steyns and 
the Zwane family, who em¬ 
ploy Angelina's grandmother 
as a cleaner, the alleged kill¬ 
er’s stepmother, Eugean. 
joined the family in therr 
shack for prayers before the 
funeral. 

In another sign of change in 
South Africa, a speaker from 
the while-led National Party, 
which ruled during the apart- 
had era, received a polite 
reception and'applause from 
the mourners. “The death of 
this child may be the begin¬ 
ning of the process of reconcili¬ 
ation between all our people 
that will break the cycle of 
violence,” said Sam 
de Beer, an apartheid Cabinet 
minister who now heads the 
National Party in Gauteng 
province, which includes the 
Johannesburg-Pretoria 
region. 

In contrast the National 
Party had earlier blamed the 
Government for its failure to 
combat crime in rural areas — 
500 white farmers have been 
killed in the past four years — 
which it said had led to the 
“defence action" taken by Mr 
Steyn. 

Yesterday the National Par¬ 
ty said in a statement that 



OVERSEAS NEWS 15 

India threatens 
Pakistan over 
its support for 
separatist war 
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Winnie Madlkizela-Mandda sitting with Frandna Piamini. Angelina's injured 
cousin, who had left hospital so that she could be present at the funeral 


“history must not judge this 
woeful incident as the resur¬ 
gence of radaJ friction, but 
rather a tragedy binding to¬ 
gether the nation as a whole”. 

President Mandela visited 
the Zwane family last wed; 
and said afterwards: “This is a 
terrible disaster for the par¬ 
ents and for those who are 
busy trying to ensure a united 
nation of peace, where we can 
all live like brothers and 
sisters.” 

Mr Steyn withdrew a bail 
application last Friday and 
opted for the relative safety of 
the Modderbee prison as 


black crowds gathered outside 
the courthouse crying for his 
blood. 

He asked to be held in 
solitary confinement as a pre¬ 
caution against attack in the 
mixed-race prison, originally 
built to hold anti-apartheid 
activists. 

□ Cape Town: President 
Mandela yesterday released 
details of a military report on 
an alleged pilot to overthrow 
his Government, despite hav¬ 
ing dismissed the plan as a 
fabrication. 

The report described a plot 
that included assassinating 


the President and the coun¬ 
try’s top judges, occupying 
parliament and broadcasting 
stations, and “orchestrating 
generalised disorder" in the 
months before next years 
national election. 

Mr Mandela did not name 
any individuals alleged to 
have been involved in the plot, 
but the report said a group 
called Force African People’s 
Liberation Army, or Fapla. 
was to carry out the coup. 

The report also named top 
figures in the African National 
Congress whom it said were 
plotters. (AP) 


From Christopher Thomas 

IN CHANDIGARH 

INDIA has warned Pakistan 
of “serious consequences" if it 
continues supporting separat¬ 
ist gunmen in Kashmir. It is 
Delhi's toughest rhetoric in 
years, marking a plunge in 
cross-border relations as Hin¬ 
du nationalists consolidate 
control of India's month-old 
coalition Government. 

The warning follows the 
slaughter of 26 Hindus in two 
villages in southern Kashmir 
by Muslim- gunmen at 
around midnight on Satur¬ 
day. The atrocity seems to 
have been designed to in¬ 
flame religious tensions and 
scuttle tentative government 
plans to move thousands of 
Hindus back, to the largely 
Muslim Kashmir Valley. 
Most Hindus fled the region 
in the early 1990s. 

Lai Krishna Advarn, the 
Home Minister and Deputy 
Prime Minister, who is a 
hardliner with life-long links 
to the fanatical Hindu 

Rashtriya Sway- _ 

amsevak Sangft. 
said there was wind 

little doubt that ■ 

terrorist activities VUT 

were being di- rrusl 

reeled, controlled U51 ‘ 

and financed risil 

from Pakistan. 

He all but reject- Kasl 

ed any possibility 
of progress in 
cross-border talks, saying 
they would have to take into 
account Pakistan's role in the 
conflict 

The Pakistan Government 
denies giving more titan mor¬ 
al and political support to the 
separatist movement but 
there is no doubt that it 
provides money and guns, 
directly or indirectly. A num¬ 
ber of senior Kashmiri Mus¬ 
lim leaders are under 
Investigation by Indian au¬ 
thorities for acquiring unex¬ 
plained wealth, perhaps from 
funds supplied from Paki¬ 
stan. 

A 12-year-old Hindu girl 
who escaped the weekend 
massacre in the village of 
Barankot — it had 25 Muslim 
families and four Hindu fam¬ 
ilies — said 30 to 40 gunmen 
moved into the village late on 
Friday. They asked the Hin¬ 
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Clndia has 
virtually 
crushed the 
rising in 
Kashmir? 


dus to convert to Islam and 
killed them when they 
refused. 

A neighbouring village. 
Ah gam. was largely burnt to 
the ground by gunmen over 
the weekend after its Hindu 
residents were killed. Mr 
Advani said the killings may 
have been in revenge for army 
operations against militants 
in the area, or they might hare 
been designed to force Hin¬ 
dus to leave the region. The 
victims, who had been “butch¬ 
ered mercilessly", were so 
poor they had shared living 
space with their livestock. 

_ The army and 

paramilitary 
. has forces hare virtu- 

H ally crushed the 

m nine-year sepa- 

r i ratist rebellion in 

u ulc Kashmir. Most 

1 in of the remaining 

5 . active terrorists 

nil? are from Islamic 

countries, espe¬ 
cially Afghani¬ 
stan. and are fighting what 
they regard as a holy war. 
Srinagar, capital of the Kash¬ 
mir Valley, has returned al¬ 
most to normal and there is 
virtually no support any long¬ 
er for the separatist war 
among Kashmiri Muslims. 

Local newspapers, forced 
for years to publish state¬ 
ments from as many as 27 
militant organisations, are 
now relatively free to write 
what they want Many hare 
become hostile to the corrupt 
practices Of militant groups, 
which indude extortion 
rackets. 

Mirwaiz Farooq, the main 
Muslim religious leader in 
tiie valley, accused the press 
of succumbing to government 
pressure. Editors, however, 
have defended their new 
readiness to question the tac¬ 
tics of militants. 


East Timor youths hide in British Embassy 


Midland Bank pk is regilaied by the Personal Investment Authority and only advises on its own life assurance; pensions and unit tnsR. CG/5S 


Jakarta: Four East Timorese 
youths are seeking refuge in 
the British Embassy in Jakar¬ 
ta after entering the heavily 
fortified compound early on 
Monday morning, it was dis- 
’ closed yesterday (A Special 
Correspondent in Jakarta 
writes). 

An embassy spokesman. 
Hamish Daniel, said that the 


-three men and one woman 
“were bong provided with 
shelter, food and water”, but 
they had not said what they 
wanted. He refused to say how 
the four circumvented the 15ft- 
high fence topped with metal 
spikes and barbed wire. 

The embassy has informed 
the Indonesian Government, 
the International Committee 


of the Red Cross and the 
British Embassy in Lisbon, he 
said, to expedite their deparr 
ture, which is likely' to be to 
Portugal, the territory’s for¬ 
mer colonial power. 

More than 150 East Timor¬ 
ese have entered foreign em¬ 
bassies in Jakarta in the past 
three years demanding asy¬ 
lum or passage to Portugal. 


The embassy invasions have 
usually been timed to coincide 
with international events to 
highlight Indonesia’s contin¬ 
ual occupation of East Timor. 
Yesterday the United Nations 
Human Rights Commission 
was due to issue a rebuke of 
Indonesia for continued hu¬ 
man rights violations in the 
territory. 





, ^ , s ': v : 






GTincredible value 

Ford Escort 1.8 GTi. Air Conditioning. Sporty Looks. Unbelievable Extras. 
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Insurance for serious illness 
is now as easy and cheap 
as household insurance. 


£34 


. 95 ' 

A DAY 


-inclusive 


—- . . F . J.8 GTi with- irresistible extras. £34.95 
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Midland Bank 

. Member HSBC Gtvup 

Cal! 0800 783 2299 


The world of serious illness insurance can be 
confusing. That's why Midland has set out to 
make insuring yourself as straightforward as 
insuring your car or home. It can cost as little as 
£10 a month to provide the average family with a 
lump sum and policies are designed to pay out 
within 28 days of being diagnosed seriously ill. 
Midland’s free pack will give you all the details. 


Cali for details 



for your tree protection pad, complete and return the coupon fa- Midland Bank pic. Protection and Healthcare. 
PO Bax 3, Southampton, 5Q151)5. 
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Feel me, heal 
me, help me 
win the cup 

If England is to do well at die World Cup, they have to 
have faith. Enter Eileen Drewery. By Jason Cowley 


V! i 

l 1 

I> 



F aith healers, prayer, ses- about his Christian faith, about his. nothing i 
sions with Uri Gelier — belief in prayer and alternative land squ; 

you could be forgiven for therapies. Hoddle met Drewery in feeling re 

thinking that Glenn Harlow. Essex, when she was wiD have 

Hoddle was preparing for an working in his local pub and Not mi 

imponant psychic fair rather than conducting impromptu healing methods, 

the 1998 World Cup finals in sessions in the bar. dude tin 

France. She speaks of herself as being Wright, 1 

His coaching methods are cer- divinely inspired; “What I do is not Merson, 
tainly becoming curiouser and about miracle cures. I'm God's she "lay! 

curiouser. The appointment of instrument and if itls His will, then helps to ' 

Eileen Drewery. the faith healer he 1 can help people to overcome pain Hoddle i 

has known since he was a teen- and often heal injuries." “triggerir 

ager, to work with the England Don Copland, a healer and mechanic 

squad is the latest in a senes of member of the Federation of Wright 

increasingly ... er. bizarre moves. Spiritual Healers, is naturally is struggl 

At this rate, it would be no surprise thrilled by the development, pre- World Ct 

to see Hoddle arriving in Mar- dieting that it may help healing to “She talk' 

seiUes for England's 
opening World Cup 
match in June 
dressed in a tur¬ 
quoise David Icke- 
style shell suit, his 
hair long and curly. 

There was general 
astonishment when 
Hoddle revealed 
yesterday — to the 
evident mirth of 
grizzled soccer 
hacks — that the 
England squad 
have been working 
with Drewery. 

thought to be in her Hoddle and Drewery: "Keep your minds open ," he says 

late fifties, for 18 

months, during which time about emerge from a cloud of suspicion and Drev 


about his Christian faith, about his 
belief in prayer and alternative 
therapies. Hoddle met Drewery in 
Harlow. Essex, when she was 
working in his local pub and 
conducting impromptu healing 
sessions in die bar. 

She speaks of herself as being 
divinely inspired; “What I do is not 
about miracle cures. I'm God'S 
instrument and if it* His will, then 
1 can help people to overcome pain 
and often heal injuries." 

Don Copland, a healer and 
member of the Federation of 
Spiritual Healers, is naturally 
thrilled by the development, pre¬ 
dicting that it may help healing to 


20 players have visited her. 

Hoddle himself is a regular 
visitor to her Berkshire home—he 
even briefly moved in with 
Drewery after the break-up of his 
marriage last October. “If you 
ridicule the appointment of Eileen, 
you've got a closed mind." Hoddle 
said, defending his decision on the 
eve of tonighft game against 
Portugal at Wembley. “Go and see 
her yourself and find out I'm 
serious. Who knows, who knows. 
Keep your minds open." 

Since retiring as a player at the 
beginning of the decade, Hoddle 
has spoken, again and again. 


and ridicule. 

"The healer.” he says, “acts like 
a substation generating electricity 
—or energy of healing. The energy 
does exist and some. Like Eileen, 
believe it has a divine source." 


“ f 1T1 he body has seven ma- 
I jor energy centres; the 
I healer identifies and 
M cleanses these centres, 
and cures the damaged area 
through the laying on of hands. 

The worst a healer can da he 
adds, is nothing. There are no 
damaging side-effects, “it can also 
be very relaxing. So if Eileen does 


nothing else than help the Eng¬ 
land squad to run on to the pitch 
feeling relaxed in France, then they 
wiD have a wonderful start." 

Not much is'known about her 
methods. Her patients, wbo in¬ 
clude the England players Ian 
Wright. Les Ferdinand and Paul 
Merson, speak cryptically of how 
she “lays hands" on them and 
helps to “clear away" bad spirits. 
Hoddle suggests she works by 
“triggering the body's natural 
mechanism; it's as simple as that”. 

Wright, the Arsenal striker who 
is struggling to become fit for the 
World Cup finals, is more specific. 
“She talked to me about her work. 

how she was an 
instrument of God 
haw all of us can get 
trapped by negativ¬ 
ity," he says. "She 
also explained to me 
about dispossession 
— how people can 
get trapped by 
earth-bound spirits 
by taking drugs and 
all that kind of 
stuff." 

Uri Gelier. work¬ 
ing far Hoddle in 
what he describes as 
an unofficial capari- 
” he says iy, recently received 
a visit from Hoddle 
and Drewery. “I can’t reveal what 
Eileen does.” he says, his voice 
quavering with wonder. “All I can 
say is that what took place in my 
house was a mind-blowing experi¬ 
ence. What happened did change 
me. positively.” 

Gelier applauds what he per¬ 
ceives as Hoddle^ bravery and 
willingness to embrace the 
unknown. 

“Glenn has a powerful belief in 
prayer and there’s nothing wrong 
with that I'm glad he has spoken 
publicly about Eileen; it’s time 
other people accepted this aspect of 
his belief,” he says. 

He does not think that the 
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Helping hands: “The healer acts like a substation generating electricity—or energy of healing. Some believe the energy has a divine source" 


England squad, even if there are 
rationalists and sceptics among 
them, will be disturbed by the 
arrival of Drewery. “In every 
group of people you will find 
sceptics and cynics: but the Eng¬ 
land lads are very open-minded. If 
two or three of them don’t believe 
in Eileen, they will keep quiet and 
smile about it inside. I can’t see 
any trouble." 

Gelier has told Hoddle that he 
will send every member of the 
squad a copy of The Little Book of 
Mind Power, his study of faith and 
inner belief; he plans, too. to hire a 
helicopter and hover above the 
stadiums when England are per¬ 
forming in France, willing the 
team to succeed. 

“My book is very small and I 


expect some of the players to put 
their copies, along with their chin 
pads, down their socks. They are 
open-minded, and believe." 

No doubt the Football Associ¬ 
ation. those sombre, dark-suited 
administrators of the English 
game, will be fascinated by 
Gelier’s next comment “I am 
working for England on a parallel 
level to Glenn." he says earnestly. 

To which one can say: writ 
useful to get that learnt 

Sportsmen are notoriously su¬ 
perstitious. Raul Ince, far instance, 
puts his shirt on only when 
running cm to the pitch; other 
players follow elaborate pre^natch 
rituals. Ruud Gullit ■-.visited a 
psychic hypnotist as did the boxer 
Nigel Benn. The England cricket 


team even had its own in-house 
theologian, Andrew Wingfield 
Digby. offering “spiritual advice" 
to despondent players. But his 
appointment did not coincide with 
a resurgence in English cricket; he 
was banned from the dressing 
room when Ray Illingworth re¬ 
placed the more cerebral Ted 
Dexter as chairman of selectors. 

S imon Davies, a sports 
psychologist and a co- 
founder of Sporting 
Bodymind, an organis¬ 
ation that provides advice to a 
variety of sports, is reluctant to 
condemn Hoddle. "My fading is 
that you should go with anything 
that offers the players support, so 
long as it isn’t imposed on them 


and you respect their differences." 
he says. 

Craig Mahoney, the head of 
sports studies at die Roehampton 
Institute, is less forgiving. “We 
have sports and exercise psycholo¬ 
gy, which is founded on strong 
research, theory and practice. 
Sports psychology is about im¬ 
proving people’s concentration 
and confidence, and therefore their 
faith and belief in their ability. But 
coming from a perspective of faith 
healing makes it very question¬ 
able. It’s such a varied and 
unproven area." 

Or. as the fans might prefer to 
put it, if you want to win the World 
£up. Glenn, forget about meta¬ 
physics and concentrate on getting 
the ball into the back of the net 
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IT IS said to be appropriate 
that Shakespeare was bom on 
St George'S Day, April 23, on 
which day he died in 1616. 
How convenient that he was 
bom on the day of England’s 
patron saint 

But fresh information 
makes that legend most un¬ 
likely. The notion that he was 
boro on April 23 rests on “an 
18th centiny blunder*’, as 
E.K. Chambers pointed out 
some time ago. In fact, there 
was a double blunder. For 
more than 125 years after 
Shakespeare died, nobody on 
record commented on his 
birthday. Then, around 1750, 
WiSiazn Oldys, 
the antiquarian, 
misread the 
words on the tab¬ 
let in Stratford 
church “obiit 
anno... AEtatis 
53" (he died in Ins 
53rd year), and 
claimed Shake¬ 
speare was bora 
on April 231563. 

He was bora in 
1564 so Oldys Shaki 
was wrong by a 
year. Then, in 1759. Joseph 
Greene, curate of Stratford 
and master of its school, made 
a similar mistake and thought 
the poet was 53 at death. His 
view of April 23 was passed on 
to the 18th-century editor 
George Stevens, whose adop¬ 
tion of it in 1773 has been 
followed by most biographers 
since. Had Shakespeare’s 
birth and death really both 
occurred on April 23, such a 
coincidence would surely 
have been noted within a 
hundred years of his death. 
Yet we have no sign of this. 

New evidence about bis 
family's loyalties suggests 
that it is likely that they would 
have had a strong motive for 
celebrating his birthday in a 
special way. Striking In 
Shakespeare's late life is his 
attachment to his elder 
daughter Susanna's husband, 
die physician John Hall. 


Fresh evidence shows biographers 
got it wrong, says Park Honan 


land’s Typically, foe pair were in 
London together in 1614, 
nation when Hall endorsed the po¬ 
st on- eCs view of a land-enclosure 
le was crisis. In making his mil two 
m “an years later, Shakespeare 

", as named Hall as an executor 
d out and ensured most of his estate 
there would go to him and 

r. For Susanna. 

after His will did not neglect his 
dyon grand-daughter Elizabeth, the 
a his only child of Hall and Susan- 
11750. na. Shakespeare hoped for a 
male heir and 
thus foe eventual 
marriage of Eliz¬ 
abeth would be of 
crucial impor¬ 
tance. Exactly ten 
years after he 
died. Elizabeth, 
then 18. was 
matched with a 
man almost twice 
he? age, Thomas 
Nash, to whose 
Shakespeare father Shake¬ 
speare foul left a 
oseph memorial ring. The wedding 
itfdrd was arranged for April 22. 
made It was De Quincey who first 
ought proposed that Elizabeth mar- 
l His rial on her grandfather’s 
iedon birthday, and scholars have 
editor thought that likely. What now 
adop- emerges is that John Hall, as 
been a legal executor of foe wfli 
phers had strong reasons to honour 
care’s Shakespeare's memory. Su- 
bofo sauna's loyalty to her father is 
uch a not in question, and she and 
arrely Hall would have had a large 
tin a say not only in Elizabeth’s 
lealh. choice of a husband but in the 
his. choice of a wedding rfxtp- 
t his After alL the poet’s wishes had 
jgesfcs focused on a prospective 
vould grandson. Hence the crucial, 
refer almost testamentary impor- 
' in a tance of her marriage, and the 
S In date of her wedding was 
is his almost certainly selected in 
elder honour of Hall’s, Susanna’s 
band, and Elizabeth’s great benefac- 
Hall. tor. A logical inference is that 


April 22 was Shakespeare's 
birthday, and. indeed, no 
other evidence has ever ex¬ 
plained the Halls' choice of 
wedding day. Sadly, Eliza¬ 
beth and her husband had a 


childless marriage. Of course, 
since Shakespeare died on 
April 23, we can still link him 
with St George’s Day. Per¬ 
haps we can keep a birthday 
cake with candles and eat it# 
too. 

9 Park Honan is the author of 
Shakespeare: A Life, to be pub¬ 
lished by Oxford University Press 
in October 
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From prayer to birth of a nation 


The state of Israel was founded 
50 years ago next week. In the 
first of a two-part series to 
commemorate its inception, 

Tim Hames, below, charts its 
stormy history, while 
Christopher Walker talks to 
Josef Burg, who was 
instrumental in its creation 

ISRAEL SO 


QAVPBUBINGER 


T he story of Israel's 
birth and survival is 
a remarkable one. An 
incredible and 
unique set of events 50 years 
ago will be celebrated next 
week. Few observers in April 
1948 would have anticipated 
that a fledgeling state, sur¬ 
rounded by hostile powers, 
would have endured at all, 
never mind obtained a consid¬ 
erable degree of security and 
prosperity. 

This would have been im¬ 
possible if Israelis had not 
withstood an instant invasion 
from the Egyptian, Syrian. 
Jordanian. Lebanese and 
Iraqi Armies. The Jewish state 
would not even have had the 
opportunity to fight had it not 
been for the determination of 
a small set of founding fathers 
and the actions of the United 
States and Soviet Union. 

U may seem self-evident 
now, bat it was by no means 
obvious at the outset of this 
century that the Jewish people 
would even seek a national 
homeland in Palestine. The 
last unsuccessful attempt to 
restore an independent Jew¬ 
ish state had collapsed in 
AD134. After that, 
the Jews were dis¬ 
persed. eventually 
to settle in every 
corner of the 
world. 

They encoun¬ 
tered prejudice 
and severe restric¬ 
tions of their liber¬ 
ty in almost every 
instance. How¬ 
ever. by the 19 th 
century. ' it ap¬ 
peared that eco- 
nomic transforma- 
don and enhanced religious 
tolerance in Europe had en¬ 
sured that Jews could live in 
some comfort The Jewish 
prayer Next Year in Jerusa¬ 
lem was still stud but was 
increasingly symbolic. 

Nonetheless, the idea of a 
single national homeland was 
never extinguished. As the last 
century dosed, the sterich of 
anti-Semitism returned to 
Central Europe. A prominent 
Austrian Jew. Theodor HerzL 
relaunched Zionism as a polit¬ 
ical force in 1896. This quixotic 
crusade made tittle progress 
over the next two decades. Its 
fortunes were revolutionised 
when the Zionist movement 
relocated from Vienna to 
London. This process culmi¬ 
nated when Arthur Balfour, 
then British Foreign Secre¬ 
tary. issued the declaration 
that bears his name in 1917. 
The British Government had 
pledged itself to a national 
homeland for the Jewish 
people in Palestine. It prom¬ 
ised to facilitate immigration 
to the Holy Land. 

It is possible that the deda- 
ration was never intended to 
be more than a romantic 
gesture. However, once Brit¬ 
ain was awarded the League 
of Nations mandate for Pales¬ 
tine in 1920. it had to deal with 
the competing demands of 
Arabs and Jews and her own 
inconsistent promises to all 
parties. Matters were relative¬ 
ly calm during the 1920s as 
Jewish immigration was mod¬ 
est The arrival of Adolf Hitler 
dr amatically altered this situ- 


Britain 
pledged a 
homeland 
for the 
Jewish 
people 


w--. TEAKS 

ation. immigration rose rap¬ 
idly from nil in 1927 and ten in 
1928 to 30.000 by 1933 and 
62.000 by 1935. This was often 
a matter of limited choice for 
the people concerned. In a 
notorious 1939 policy shift, 
Britain threatened to dose 
even this escape hatch to 
Palestine. 

This apparent betrayal in¬ 
creased Jewish determination 
to establish their state. The 
Holocaust persuaded the pre¬ 
viously unconvinced that 
Jews could only ever be safe in 
their own homeland. A bitter 
struggle broke out between 
the British authorities and 
Jewish guerrilla groups. The 
fragile relationship between 
Arabs and Jews deteriorated. 

Britain came to the conclu¬ 
sion that Palestine was ungov¬ 
ernable. A partition between 
Arab and Jewish nations ap¬ 
peared the least bad option. 

The problem of how to 
accomplish this objective was 
passed to the United Nations. 
It foresaw a tiny coastal 
Jewish state occupying about 
half of modem IsraeL This 
was fiercely resisted by Arab 
countries. At midnight on 

_ May 14. >948. Brit-' 

isb rule ended and 
the state of Israel 
was proclaimed. 
The first nation to 
offer recognition 
was the United 
States, the second 
was the Soviet 
Union. President 
Truman’s instinc¬ 
tive sympathy for 
Zionism was rein¬ 
forced by pressure 

_ from American 

Jewry. The Rus¬ 
sians saw Israel as a reaction 
against colonialism, and the 
kibbutz system as a signal of a 
useful socialist idealism. As 
Israel resisted the first wave of 
Arab troops, the Americans 
provided the diplomatic mus¬ 
cle to produce a temporary 
UN ceasefire. 
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n the interim, the Rus¬ 
sians poured in aims 
through Czechoslova¬ 
kia, their Communist 
satellite. That firepower and 
the commitment of its army 
saw Israel emerge not only 
intact but with territorial ad¬ 
vances. The war put Israel on 
the map and altered its strate¬ 
gic position. Instead of almost 
indefensible borders, it now 
had barely defensible bound¬ 
aries. 

That vulnerability would 
remain until its smashing 
victory in the Six Day War of 
1967. If was confirmed by a 
further triumph after Arab 
armies mounted a surprise 
assault six years later. It has 
been the relative security 
achieved on the battlefield 
that has enabled Israelis to 
envisage a peace agenda. 

Land was transferred to 
Egypt in 1979 in exchange for 
diplomatic relations. Arab 
opposition made any further 
compromise impossible until, 
ironically, the collapse of the 
Soviet Union offered a new 
international opportunity. 

Israel will celebrate modi 
over the next few weeks. Most 
of alL it will commemorate the 
original citizens of 1948. 
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David Ben-Cunon, left, the first Prime Minister of Israel, and Josef Burg, who has played and continues to play a crucial role in the country since it was founded 50 years ago 

‘It is not easy to swallow one milli on Arabs’ 


D r Josef Burg has spent 
so many of his 89 
years m the Israeli 
Government — 35 in the 
Cabinet and 40 in the Knesset 
[parliament] — that it was 
often said before he retired in 
1986 that, when asked his 
occupation by foreign pass¬ 
port officers, he would jot 
down “Cabinet minister". 

A witty and caustic rabbi 
bom in Dresden and ordained 
in Berlin, a doctor of philoso¬ 
phy for his dissertation on 
logistic neo-positivism, he is 
also fluent in nine languages, 
including French, Yiddish. 
Spanish and English. All this 
makes him typical of the 
Ashkenazi — the Jews of 
European origin who played a 
key role in the founding of 
Israel 50 years ago next week, 
according to the Hebrew 
calendar. 

To this day their allegedly 
superior manner, nepotism 
and disproportionate control 
of the main levers of power is 
bitterly resented by the Se¬ 
phardim. those Jews who 
came originally from oriental- 
countries. mostly in foe Arab 
world. They did not start 
flexing their political muscle 

until they backed _ 

another Ashkenazi. 

Menachem Begin, 
and saw him be¬ 
come Prime Minis¬ 
ter in 1977. a 
watershed year for 
Israeli politics. 

Sitting m his sec¬ 
ond-floor office 
overlooking Jeru¬ 
salem’s noisy King 
George V Street, 

Burg displays im¬ 
pressive mental re- _ 

call and foe spell¬ 
binding skill of a raconteur as 
he lists the reasons that led to 
the birth of a country whose 
influence, potential and world 
role belie its tiny population of 
just over five million. 

To hear him talk of the 
crucial role the Nan Holo¬ 
caust played in Israels emer¬ 
gence as a state on May 14. 
1948. is to understand why foe 
British Foreign Secretary, 
Robin Cook, made such an 
elemental diplomatic error in 
failing to attend foe grim 
memorial to foe six million 
victims at Yad Vashem, on the 
outskirts of Jerusalem. Cook’s 
error, which diplomats here 
insist arose from his pig¬ 
headedness rather than any 
incorrect briefing, was com¬ 
pounded when he instead 
insisted on placing a wreath to 
Palestinians murdered by 
Jewish militants in disputed 
circumstances m 1948. 

On Monday, Burg — his 
blade skullcap as ever on his 
domed head — was at Yad 
Vashem to greet Tony Blair. 
As the first acting Labour 
Prime Minister to visit Israel, 
foe success of his visit was 


There was 
no other 
way to give 
the Jews 
back their 
dignity’ 


underpinned by his decision to 
make the memorial his first 
stop after the 30-minute drive 
from Tel Aviv airport. 

“1 knew what Nazism was. 
but until the Holocaust hap¬ 
pened I could not know the 
depth of atrocities it was 
capable of." Burg says. With 
emotion, he recalls a mother 
lost at foe notorious camp at 
Theresienstadt where she 
died of typhus, a grandmother 
shot dead in a European 
ghetto, and a sister and broth¬ 
er-in-law who were deported 
to Poland. 

It was his overwhelming 
urge to help survivors that 
drove Burg—who first landed 
in then British-mandated Pal¬ 
estine just before foe outbreak 
of foe Second World War in 
1939 — to return to Europe in 
1946. He was ' director of 
religious rescue projects in 
Europe until 1949. On his 
return he became the first 
Deputy Speaker of the Knesset 
and recalls with pleasure that 
foe Israeli Parliament — still 
the liveliest and most demo¬ 
cratic in foe autocratic Middle 
East — was heavily influenced 
by the practices and traditions 
of Westminster. 

_ “Luckily for our 

nation a man 
called Rosetti, who 
had been a lobbyist 
for foe Israeli Left 
at foe House of 
Commons, intro¬ 
duced here much of 
foe procedure of 
foe Mother of Par¬ 
liaments.” Burg 
says. 

Today foe Nat¬ 
ional Religious 
Party, founded by 
Burg and now a 
more extreme right-wing and 
religiously hardline group 
has nine seats out of the 120 
and a pivotal position in foe 
Government led by Binyamin 
Netanyahu's Likud Party. 

After foe Holocaust, Burg 
argued that foe world could 
think of no other sufficient or 
honourable “consolation” but 
to press ahead with the forma¬ 
tion of a Jewish state “There 
was really no other way to give 
foe Jews back their dignity, 
their personal honour, and to 
give them a much-needed 
moral and psychological up¬ 
lift," he explains. 

“The loss cannot really be 
measured because we also 
have to bear in mind the 
generations of children and 
grandchildren not bom be¬ 
cause their prospective par¬ 
ents were killed. We are the 
only nation in Europe that has 
no more of our people at foe 
end of the 20th century than 
we had at the beginning." 

A man whose party is 
known for its conviction that 
the occupied West Bank is. in 
truth. Judea and Samaria and 
thus the biblical inheritance of 


the Jewish people. Burg is 
strikingly honest about how 
he has changed his mind on 
the crucial issue of the 
Israeli/Palestinian conflict. He 
has been influenced, he adds, 
by such recent examples as the 
disintegration of Yugoslavia 
and a loathing for dictatorship 
— a word he spits out with 
distaste. 

During our two-hour talk, 
foe first hint of the change of 
heart comes when Burg — 
who for six years headed the 
ill-fated Palestinian Autonomy 
Committee set up by Begin 
after the 1979 peace treaty with 
Egypt—describes how he was 
foe first Israeli Minister to 
visit London after foe 1967 
War, when the West Bank. 
Gaza Scrip and Golan Heights 


were conquered. Asked how 
he was by a British official, he 
replied: “I have difficulties in 
digestion — it is not easy to 
swallow one million Arabs.” 

Later, we jump bewildering- 
ly from tuneful renditions of 
German First World War 
patriotic songs to happy 
reminscences of 55 years of 
marriage to his wife. Rivka. 

A n eighth-generation 
resident of the Holy 
Land, five members of 
Rivka’s family were murdered 
by Arabs in Hebron in the 
1929 Arab revolt. It is with 
such details foal Burg brings 
foe history of Israel alive. He 
admits that today he would 
have approved of the partition 
solution set out in foe 1937 Fteei 


Commission, which at the 
time—and for almost 40 years 
since — he vigorously 
opposed. 

With his surprise admission 
in mind. 1 turn to the main 
conclusion of the Royal Com¬ 
mission led by Lord FeeL 
whose brief was “to lode into 
foe roots of foe problem” and 
whose findings seem as rele¬ 
vant today as when they were 
published almost 11 years 
before foe Stale of Israel came 
into existence. 

"The disease is so deep- 
rooted that, in our firm convic¬ 
tion," Burg says, “foe only 
hope of a cure lies in a surgical 
operation ... An irrepressible 
conflict has arisen between 
two national communities 
within foe narrow bounds of 


one small country ... about 
one million Arabs are in strife, 
open or latent, with some 
400.000 Jews ... But while 
neither race can justly rule aU 
Palestine, we see no reason 
why, if it were practicable, 
each race should not rule part 
of ft. Partition seems to offer at 
least a chance of ultimate 
peace." 

Burg — a former Israeli 
Health, Posts, Welfare. Interi¬ 
or. Police and Religious Af¬ 
fairs Minister — adds one 
important rider. Such a sol¬ 
ution. he point out. “would 
have to guarantee peace and 
not just be an appetiser for foe 
Arabs". 

• Christopher Walker is the Mid¬ 
dle East correspondent for The 
Times in Jerusalem. 
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Softly, softly 
speaks the 
Fascist 

Ben Marintyre on France’s 


sinister successor to Le Pen 


IF IT TAKES ONE PRIME MINISTER 
TWO WEEKS... 


To 4MTTHE WORLD.. 


Alan Coren 


F or anyone who has 
grown accustomed to 
the Jean-Marie Le Pen 
school of extreme right-wing 
thuggery, meeting Bruno 
MCgret, his deputy and almost 
certain successor as leader of 
the French National Front is a 
jolting experience. 

M Mfigret a tanned, elfin 
figure with buck teeth and a 
ready wit, never raises his 
voice or speaks out of turn. He 
does not punch his opponents, 
deliver spittle-flecked xeno¬ 
phobic oratory or refer to the 
Nazi gas chambers as a mere 
“detail of history”, indeed, at a 
recent lunch with British and 
American journalists, M 
M6gret barely mm honed im¬ 
migration, the Holocaust or 
the other incendiary topics 
that reliably inflame the racist 
far RighL 

“Of course, you are entirely 
at liberty to disagree with 
what 1 say," he observed 
earnestly, it is quite impossi¬ 
ble to imagine such a mollify¬ 
ing sentence issuing from the 
mouth of M Le Pen, who was 
last month convicted of attack¬ 
ing a female Socialist oppo¬ 
nent during an election 
walkabout 

If M Le Pen appeals to the 
jackboot tendency, then M 
Mfcgret represents the Gucci 

loafer wing of the _ 

French far Right: 
charming, careful, 
coded and exceed¬ 
ingly scary. M M6- more 
gret's is the new. . 
soft-spoken voice of loaie 
the National Front, 
and although he J t4LKX 
strenuously denies ] 

it, his challenge for 
the leadership is 1 
under way. M Le Pen. who 
turns 70 this summer, will be 
banned from elective office if 
his conviction is upheld, but 
even if he wriggles ofF on 
appeal, the influence of the 
bombastic former paratrooper 
has begun to wane within the 
party he founded in 1972. 

M Le Pen, or “la beie"as he 
likes to style himself, has 
become a caricature, swagger¬ 
ing and increasingly absurd, 
whose talent to abuse, once a 
vote-getter, has become a li¬ 
ability. Relations between him 
and M M6gret are predictably 
tense, for the National Front 
heir-apparent is a much more 
subtle and feline operator. His 
views are said to be even more 
extreme than those of M Le 
Fen, but he serves them up 
with a silver spoon and a 
smile, not a cudgel and a 
curse. 

The 47-year-old M M6gret, 
an ultra-nationalist in the 
sleek “post-Fasdst" mould of 
Italy's Gianfranco Fmi or Aus¬ 
tria's Jorg Haider, looks and 
sounds like a politician rather 
than a demagogue. A defector 
from Gauflism, he went to the 
best schools (the expensive 
Lycfie Louis-le-Grand, the elite 
Ecole Polytechnique, the Univ¬ 
ersity of California at Berke¬ 
ley) and gives off an air of 
sophistication that appeals to 
the middle-class voter. 

“If patriotism is racism, 
then we are racists, but racism 
has never been defined in 
national terms," he says, with 
the sigh of a man 
misunderstood. 

More important than his 
own plausible public persona, 
M M£gret has developed a 
strategy that goes beyond a 
base appeal to the paranoid. 


Megretis 
more Gucci 
loafer than 
jackboot of 
the Right 


die disaffected and the merely 
racist. Paradoxically, the Nat¬ 
ional Front is in an electoral 
impasse, stuck at around 15 
per cent of the vote, but in 
regional elections last month 
M M egret hit on a ruse that 
for the first time capitalised on 
the moderate Right's disarray 
and translated popular sup¬ 
port for his party into genuine 
political clout 

Candidates from the centre 
Right who had come second to 
the combined Left in the races 
to preside over regional as¬ 
semblies were told that, in 
exchange for a few vague 
policy commitments, they 
would have National Front 
support and so win election. 
The Front has been discreetly 
wooing potential allies for 
months, and several local 
leaders leapt at the offer, 
plunging the mainstream 
Right into vituperative ideo¬ 
logical chaos. 

Crucially, the National 
Front forged those destructive 
alliances by not declaring 
what it stands for. The six- 
point programme presented 
as a precondition for support 
listed only a few unobjection¬ 
able promises to provide more 
police and less taxation. The 
issues of race and immigra¬ 
tion were simply avoided. 

_ That is the M6- 

gretist way, but any 
ret is notion that the Nat- 

^ . ionai Front under 

jrUCCl his command could 

. truly become a re- 

“lan spectable extension 

of the moderate 
JUIUI Right may be dis- 

ight paled by a glance at 

& events in the south- 

""" em town of Vftrol- 

les. M Mfegret's wife, Cather¬ 
ine, is the National Front 
Mayor of this unlovely spot 
outside Marseilles, but M 
M6gret is the power in dty 
hall. In the space of a single 
year, the M6grets have cut 
funding to immigrant support 
organisations, misted the local 
cinema director for scheduling 
films oh homosexual themes, 
and filleted the public library 
of Leftist literature. 

Most dramatically, the 
Mayor's office recently an¬ 
nounced that couples with 
proven French citizenship 
would receive a cash subsidy 
for every child bom, M 
Mfigret, as always, had an 
innocuous phrase for this bla¬ 
tant effort to out-breed immi¬ 
grants: “national preference”. 

T hese and similar poli¬ 
cies implemented in the 
other three towns under 
National Front control, show 
that for all M Mfegrefs gloss 
the party remains, to quote 
President Chirac, fundamen¬ 
tally “racist and xenophobic”. 
Read M Mfigret’S lips, howev¬ 
er, and you enter an almost 
surreal world of distortion. 
“Imagine the conformism in 
this country if the National 
Front did not exist,” he coos. 
“We maintain the diversity of 
debate and liberty of 
expression." 

M Le Fen may be one of the 
most objectionable politicians 
on the European landscape, 
but his very crassness has 
made him definable and con¬ 
tainable. The sinuous deputy 
treading in his footsteps is a 
much more agile target, and 
France may yet come to feel an 
odd nostalgia for the devil ft 
knew. 



HOMEWORK 




Books do furnish a mind 


W hat did Baroness That¬ 
cher do as soon as she 
left office? She wrote a 
book. What did Mikhail 
Gorbachev do? He wrote a book. So 
cfid Nigel Lawson, so did General 
Schwarzkopf, so did Chris Patten, so 
does everybody in public life. The 
Princess of Wales shook the nation 
via a book. So did her husband. Sack 
a man and he writes a book. Honour 
a man and he writes a book. Ask a 
tycoon, a divorcee, a filmstar, a crook, 
even a Foreign Secretary's wife, to 
“tell it like it really was” and they ay 
with one voice. “Read my book". 

The book is an artifice of undying 
appeal More books are being written 
each year than ever before in history. 
More are being published, more 
bought, more read and by more 
people. Titles published in Britain 
doubled over the past decade. Sales of 
books worldwide rise each year. 
Sales to children rose in 1997 alone by 
6 per cent When any of us wish to 
float an idea, upheave a nation, tell a 
life, cultivate a garden or cook a meal, 
we turn to a book. Books furnish a 
mind. Whether a reader is lying on a 
beach, trapped in an airport or 
confined to bed. six-by-four inches of 
inert carbon is a badge of intellect or 
at least a comforting friend. The 
invention of Caxton and Gutenberg 
has never been superseded. A book is 
as eternal as a house. It is walls, roof, 
door and windows, a shelter for the 
human spirit 

Yet the book has suddenly lost its 
confidence. Ask an author, a publish¬ 
er or a bookseller about the state of 
the industry and you might have 
asked a farmer about the harvest 
Tunes are terrible: give us a shilling, 
guv. They seem to feel that smearing 
ink on dead trees is a doomed cult¬ 
ural form. There is no cool in books, 
no technological buzz. Computers are 
the new communicators. Books are 
hard do dumb down. They have no 
lottery dazzle. 

Tomorrow marks the surest sign of 
that insecurity. The book industry 
has gone crying to the United 
Nations for a “World Book Day". 
Pundits will take to the airwaves to 
assure us that books rank with 
historic monuments, child slaves and 
Amazon tribes as in need of the 
world's prayers. Children will wear 
T-shirts and release balloons. Pub¬ 
lishers will indulge in a veritable 
lunchtime of gloom. Pessimism al¬ 
ways has the brat tunes. 

The latest threat is that the Internet 
will render the book obsolete. The 


Computers may be the modem 
communicators, but it is the book 
which captures human experience 


threat is lent credence by the Govern¬ 
ment’s derision to spend more money 
next year on library computers (£100 
million) than on books (£35 million 
with discounts). The key to the 
“democracy of knowledge" is said to 
lie in extending access to the Internet 
There must be a terminal in every 
library and classroom. Who needs 
books, is the implication, when 
young and old can have the entire 
Library of Congress at the squeeze of 
a mouse's buttock? The book is 
wrinkly. Give pride of place to the 
Internet 

The history of technology is littered 

with such crass- _ 

ness. Open any — % 

school cupboard I T 

and out will tumble \ 

a stack of dusty CD- kjitjjl 

Roms and disk __ 

drives. These were f 
sold to education 
departments on the I \j it/k 
Catch-22 principle / 

that the “quickest *r . — 

route to riches is by 
selling the Government something it 
never knew, it needed." CD-Roms 
followed even more costly “teaching 
machines” into the educational bin. 
Computer literacy is an important 
skill, and one that can be adequately 
attained in a few hours. It is even a 
valid core curriculum subject, which 
should not be at the mercy of lottery. 
funding. But the phrase is an abuse of 
the word literacy, and offers no 
substitute for books. Attempts in 
America to construct a “virtual 
classroom” by closed “intranet”, let 
alone by Internet, have been a fiasco. 
Sensible educators know that child¬ 
ren are best taught by people, not 
machines. 

Read computer journals nowadays 
and they tell tales of ailing software 
companies and losses among Web 
developers. The Internet is still a 
phoney service industry, free to users 
but requiring huge start-up cross¬ 
subsidies to suppliers. Ffew publish¬ 
ing Websites dare charge, hoping to 
justify themselves by boosting sales 
of conventional products, such as 
books and magazines. The business 
guru, Peter DruckeTs prediction (in 


Simon 

Jenkins 


Wired magazine) that nobody but Bill 
Gates, the chairman of Microsoft, 
will make money from the Internet is 
not yet proven. But the Net appears to 
be shaking down commercially as a 
sex-and-shopping medium, plus 
intranets for specialists. Its much- 
vaunted role as “on-line democracy” 
propagated by Ross Perot and the 
young Bill Clinton, is forgotten. The 
world's biggest purveyor of books, 
Amazon.com, has boosted book sales, 
but is not profitable. Indeed an irony 
of the Net is that its beneficiaries so 
far have been old-fashioned books 
and old-fashioned pornography. 
__ Why Internet en¬ 
thusiasts still feel 
the need to do down 
books is a mystery. 
\J/§/ “Laptop ro oust 

r m bodes" screamed 

_ The Guardian 

1 vv ^ e plugging the 

l (/ f $/*J silly “virtual dass- 

\5 room”. It is years 

■ . — since Knight-Rid- 

der’s electronic 
newspaper thought it could oust the 
printed word — and went bust 
Likewise the on-screen novel enjoyed 
a brief vogue, even persuadmg 
George Steiner that conventional 
fiction was dead. The Web would 
enable readers to “interact" with the 
writer, to edit and alter text and tints 
achieve liberation from the dictator¬ 
ship of the author. (There is plenty 
more such rubbish in The Future of 
the Book by Geoffrey Nunberg.) 

Last week the Massachusetts Insti¬ 
tute of Technology announced 
another of its gismos, a 200-page 
“digital book". In future hundreds of 
cities could be loaded electronically 
into the spine of a standard-sized 
battery-powered volume, whose 
pages could be "e-printed” by flipping 
particles on the page surface. This 
will apparently liberate readers from 
having to consume one book at a 
time. The new book could be taken on 
a journey or cosseted in bed, long 
seen as a problem for a lighted 
screen. MITs Media Lab produces 
such Heath Robinson toys every 
year, apparently financing them 
from such despised and Neanderthal 


art forms as books, lectures and 
conferences. Like everyone except Mr 
Gates, MU is still waiting for the 
Internet to yield gold. 

The book wil] never wow the teeft- 
nophiles. It is a means of communica¬ 
tion that needs no power source, no 
labs, no scientists, no training 
courses and, worst of aD. no grants 
for research and development It is 
th e ref o re of no interest to politics. A 
book is simply an object of delight It 
can be used without tiring the eye, 
whirring a hard disk, cursormg a 
mouse or scrolling a page. A flicker¬ 
ing screen restricts peripheral vision, 
said to be one reason why “pro¬ 
cessed” writing is often so bad. Only 
printed type can be safety speed- 
read. Electronic bookmarks cannot 
match the thumb or the flick, any 
more than “run” and “load” can 
equal the serendipity of an eye 
roaming a shelf of bodes. There is 
still no “kjiler app” to equal Caxton is. . 


Y et this is a trivial debate. The 
Internet, like the microfiche, 
the Fflofax, the CD-Rom and 
indeed the telephone, all 
have their place in the communica¬ 
tions firmament They are conduits 
for the worker beer of culture. 
Towering over them is the book, a 
product so entrenched as to need no 
apology. A book is not just portable 
information, but a world of imagina¬ 
tion fitted into the palm of a hand. 
The essence of the book is the story, 
as old as mankind itself. Its words are 
shovelled into the mighty engine of 
grammar and sent racing down the 
track of narrative. When that engine 
is driven by Milton's writer, “pre¬ 
cious lifeblood of a master spirit", it 
stands as the supreme artefact of 
human creativity. 

1 have read less than half the books 
I possess. The prospect is not 
dispiriting but thrilling. My book¬ 
shelves are a standing invitation to 
retrace my intellectual family tree. A 
computer may gush torrents of 
information. A bookshelf gushes 
human experience. A computer may 
offer an author sources, a aide 
references, a publisher a shop- 
window. But at the apex of this 
endeavour is the book. The book sees 
off every rival. One day. no doubt, it 
will see the computer screen into the 
museum alongside the penny¬ 
farthing, the biplane and the collar 
stud. The book needs no helping 
hand. It stands majestic on its own 
two covers, a thing of beauty and a 
joy forever. 


Patron’s park 

LORD CARRINGTON, the admirable elder stateman, is assembling one 
of the largest, private sculpture gardens in the country. Despite his 
ancient pedigree, the former Foreign Secretary has beat commissioning 
Modernist works from Britain's top contemporary sculptors. His 
collection, covering two and a half acres on his Buckinghamshire estate, is 
now so extensive that there are only one or two spaces left Carrington, 
who so valiantly resigned as Foreign Secretory in 1982 over the invasion of 
the Falklands. admits that his 
knowledge of sculpture was limit¬ 
ed. “At tiie start, one didn’t know 
quite what one wanted,” he ex¬ 
plains. “I knew I didn't want Venus 
rising from a pile of sea shells or 
anything like that” 

Initially, Carrington, the sixth of 
his line and a former chairman of 
Christie's International turned for 
help to the Royal College of Art 
which sent along Professor Bryan 
Kneale and four of his most 
talented students. Commissions 
followed thick and fast, including 
Three Fruits, his favourite lumps 
of stone (pictured), by Peter Ran- not be long before some of his 
dall-Page. a fellow of the Royal proteges put up a statue of their 
Society of British Sculptors. John patron. 

Parry, alitor of Sculpture 98 

magazine, praised Carrington’s •AN EXHIBITION using bill- 
patronage: "For someone who is so boards quoting spoof statistics to 
traditional, his choice of works are shock the public has been bom - 
extremely innovative. He has gone barded with complaints about 
for some of the most interesting every poster except one:~93 per cent 
new thinkers in the country." With of secondary school teachers can- 
support like that. I suspect it will not spell ‘incompetent’ ”. Says an 




organiser “ It's such an unbeliev¬ 
able statistic, yet there hasn't been 
a flicker of complaint " 

Staying away 

WHEN does free hospitality un¬ 
dermine a politician's integrity and 
when is it perfectly harmless? Mo 
Mowlam scans to be absolutely 
dear about the answer. On Blairs 
Year broadcast by Channel 4 this 
week, the Northern Ireland Secre¬ 
tary said that she turned down 
weekend invitations to country 
houses because site feared being 
accused of favouritism: ‘T just 
think that* too dodgy." But then 
she swiftly qualified the remark by 
adding: “ive made the decision 
that I cant go with people that I've 
met Sima 1 have gone into govern¬ 
ment.” Perhaps Mowlam was re¬ 
calling the fine hospitality she has 


enjoyed courtesy of Charlie Par¬ 
sons and Waheed All. For I can dis- 
dose that the minister has stayed 
at least once at the luxurious re¬ 
treat in Kent owned by the multi¬ 
millionaire duo who run Planet 24, 
the television company that pro¬ 
duces 7 Tie Big Breakfast. Although 
Mowlam has enjoyed the business¬ 
men's hospitality since the election, 
she justifies her stay on the ground 
that she befriended them before 
May L William Waldegrave would 
appreciate her sophistry. 

• DELIA SMITH is taking stem 
action to improve the performance 
of her local football club. As the 
majority shareholder in Norwich 
City, the televisual cook ( pictured) 
has hired new caterers after her 
side were shamed by coming 61st in 
this season's rankings of food at 
league clubs. Stodgy pies and hot 


dogs are out In will come toasted 
goats cheese salad and creamy 
mussel and fennel soup. Smith's 
action is welcome bid what a pity 
she can’t do the same for the team: 
Norwich are struggling to avoid 
relegation from the first division. 


Bad trip 



AT A peak in his career. Hugh 
Johnson, the esteemed wine critic, 
has suffered a painful foil. The 
writer and broadcaster had just re¬ 
ceived the prestigious Kari-Fried- 
rich Von.Rumor gold ring from the 
German Gastronomic Academy 
when he stepped back too far, fell 
off the podium and crashed into an 
empty fountain. Johnson, who was 
perfectly sober, broke his Achilles' 
tendon. His German hosts were so 
sympathetic that they sent Johnson 
a video of the award ceremony in¬ 
cluding Footage —A to Jeremy Bea¬ 
dle — of the mishap itself. “It*s a 
pity there was no water in the foun¬ 
tain," he says. "A big splash would 
have made a far better film." 

•THE winsome charms of Kate 
Beckinsalc (pictured right) leave 
one man unmoved. Stephen Jak- 
obi, director of Fair Trials Abroad, 
a pressure group, is furious about 
Two Girls, the fragrant actress’s 
latest Jlick also starring Claire 
Danes, which tells the tale of two 



female British teenagers impris¬ 
oned in Thailand for drugs smug¬ 
gling. Jakobi says it is based on the 
case of Karen Smith and Patricia 
Cahill, who /anguished for three 
years in a Thai prison for the same 
offence. He complains that the two 
were not consulted nor have they 
shared in the profits. The drug 
smugglers should not complain; 
they are lucky their sad experience 
is to be represented by two such 
winning actresses. 

Jasper Gerard 



■ A dressing down 
in his Lordship’s 
chamber. ■ ■ 

L et me say. at the outset of 
what I fear may turn out 
to be the most controver¬ 
sial column I have ever been 
required to write, that not only 
could it not have been written at 
all without the full co-operation 
of its noble subject but that it 
was. Indeed,_ his own gutsy 
initiative which generated it 
Cognisant of the public furore of 
which he is. willy-nilly, the core, 
he has not shrunk from tackling 
it head-on. He has grasped the 
node; he has taken the tiger by 
the tall: he has budded on his 
skates and launched himself 
across the thinnest of the ice. So, 
whatever might follow, I yield to 
no one in my admiration for our 
brave Lord Chancellor. 

Nor in my gratitude for his 
allowing me to join the select 
group of media folk who were 
yesterday invited to watch him 
dress and, in the interest of the 
public he serves, pass judgment 
on our most elevated judge — 
who, since that elevation, has 
been refurbished at a cost to the 
taxpayer of some £20,000. Was 
it, we were asked to consider, 
worth the money? Has it pro¬ 
duced a Lord Chancellor for our 
times? 

Not according to my distin¬ 
guished colleague, the Prosthet¬ 
ics Editor of that cutting-edge 
weekly, Hair Today. Having 
inspected Lord Irvine’s upper 
reaches from every angle, he 
declared himself gobsmacked 
that £1,600 should have been 
thrown away on a full-bottomed 
wig in which no Cool Briton 
would be caught dead, not 
simply because of a style sug¬ 
gesting that the brain beneath 
was locked immovably in the 
18th century, but also because of 
tiie caring sensibilities of the 
horse lobby. Instead, Lord 
Irvine should affect a ponytail, 
fashioned from his own hair, a 
feature to be found on many 
middle-aged icons which not 
rally did much for their credibil¬ 
ity (you had only to think of 
Peter Stringfeliow) but would 
cost the taxpayer no more than a 
rubber band. Either that, coun¬ 
tered the Editor of Bayz Milli¬ 
nery, or a nice baseball cap. 
possibly trimmed with fun fin*, 
which could be worn peak-first 
for day-to-day duties, but cere¬ 
monially reversed for the State 
Opening of Parliament 
Moving down to the Lord 
Chancellors court coat and 
waistcoat the experts from Are¬ 
na, GQ, and Loaded were 
aghast that these had been 
furnished by Ede & Ravenscroft 
for £I,7D0,-when a wide range of 
modish Feregace T-shirts was 
available at under £25, to in¬ 
clude personalised messages 
such as Here Come De Judge, or 
similar, beneath, say. a chic 
University of Okinawa surf- 
blouson. Only the Big Issue 
Literary Editor demurred, pre¬ 
ferring an anorak; worn, of 
course, ironically. All these sug¬ 
gestions, it has to be said, were 
opposed by shriller voices who 
argued strongly for an Oswald 
Boateng suit worn over a Prada 
white cotton shirt set off by a JD 
Sander tie, thereby making an 
export-targeted millennium 
statement which would enable 
the fashion Industry enthusiasti¬ 
cally to endorse British Consti¬ 
tutional Law. 


D escending further down 
the Lord Chancellor, we 
found ourselves at some 
dispute over his black silk 
breeches (£350) and stockings 
(E25): several of our number 
argued that you could get the lot 
at Ann Summers for under fifty 
quid, but others were keen to 
retain tiie genuine article since 
they might, if mass-marketed 
less sensationally by Top Man 
. or Gap, do much to make young 
people — irrespective of class, 
race, or substance of choice — 
come to anew admiration of law 
and order, especially if Lord 
Irvine’s presently culturally re¬ 
mote legs were finished off not 
in blade patent court shoes with 
gold buckles (£200) but in the ne 
plus ultra of trainers, Nike Air 
Jordans. 

However,, the one item to 
which unanimous exception was 
taken was my Lord’s floor- 
length black damask robe, 
frunmed with gold. Since this 
cost the nation E10.000, it was a 
provocation which ran the gam¬ 
ut of objection, from The Guard¬ 
ian's. claim that the sum would 
provide 500 maternity smocks 
for unmarried Inidts. to Sir Roy 
Strong’s fear that any Transyl¬ 
vanian tourist spotting the Lord 
Chancellors huge pale face 
sprouting from the top of it 
might well become hysterical at 
the thought that his neck was 
about to be enthusiastically 
pierced. 

For me, I took no part. I was 
not qualified. No matter, it was 
enough for me merely to bear 
witness to the most momentous 
issue of my time. 
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MISSING PRESUMED DEAD 

Hague must stop the slide into mindless opposition 


Almost one year after its most devastating 
election defeat since 1832. the Conservative 
Party seems determined to challenge the 
orthodoxy that the only way forward is ud 
A ndrew Maekay. the Shadow Northern 
irdand Secretary, has become the improb¬ 
able symbol of the intellectual crisis that 
confronts the Tories. His. absence in Na¬ 
mibia during the final phase of the Stormont 
talks was not in itself especially consequen¬ 
tial. Had he been here he would have surely 
^endorsed the settlement The wider problem 
*ts that a significant section of the par¬ 
liamentary party felt instinctively that it 
should find reasons to distance itself from 
the agreement. The remainder shows almost 
no sign of appreciating the broader constitu¬ 
tional consequences that a devolved Assem¬ 
bly in Ulster would represent 

The Conservatives must choose between 
two different political messages. The first 
would place emphasis on how much the 
party had learnt from defeat demonstrating 
its willingness to change and including a 
new agenda of fresh and radical thinking. 
The new Tories would also adapt to the 
different political landscape, especially on 
matters constitutional, that they will inherit 
”if returned to office. The alternative strategy 
is entirely negative. It seeks to persuade the 
electorate that Tony Blair and new Labour 
are no better than the last Government — 
equally sleazy, even more smug. It neces¬ 
sitates obstructive opposition on all fronts. 

For several months the Conservatives 
have tried to straddle these options. William 
Hague has taken the high road with a set of 
impressive speeches. His party in the House 
of Commons have often made the Taleban 
appear reasonable. In recent weeks, perhaps 
more by accident than design, the balance 
has drifted in the wrong direction. This shift 
can be seen in the latest Tory campaign on 
the slogan of “New Labour power has gone 
to their heads.” An observer of the present 
Conservative Party in parliament could be 
^forgiven for thinking that John Redwood 
and his wild rangers had won last year's 
leadership contest Tactics that might raise 
backbench morale are of little value if they 
distort and destroy die wider Tory image. 


BATTLES AND THE BULLY 

How school safely can match changing ideas 


Attitudes towards bullying in schools have 
changed dramatically in the course of one 
generation. When today’s teachers, were 
children, few would have dared go to a 
member of staff if they had .been hit or 
taunted by other pupils. They would as 
likely as not have been met either with flat 
disbelief or an admonition not to tell tales. 

Now, instead of either denying that 
bullying exists in a school or leaving 
children to ’fight their own battles’,, teachers 
are waking up to the fact that it is a serious 
problem, and one that can and should be 
addressed. The few children who commit 
^uidde each year because of bullying are 
T?niy the most visible among many thou¬ 
sands more whose lives are made a daily 
misery by their classmates. 

Yesterday the charity Kidscape published 
a survey showing that adults who were 
bullied at school were seven times more 
likely to commit suicide in later life. This is a 
stunning statistic. David Blunkett, the 
Education Secretary, has now offered extra 
support to overcome the scourge of bullying’ 
in schools. The Government has a role hut 
the problem cannot be solved by edict 

Cruelty between children will never be 
eradicated. But nor should it be accepted as 
inevitable. Part of growing up is learning to 
replace thoughtlessness with consideration. 
Children do not naturally empathise with 
others; they have to be encouraged to do so. 
Some of the most successful anti-bullymg 
strategies adopted by certain schools have 


tried to make b ullies understand the pain 
they cause by seeing their actions from the 
victim’s point of view. • 

An anti-bullying policy may not change 
children's instincts, but it can have an effret 
on their behaviour. For it to work, however, 
a school has to make intolerance of bullying 
part of its culture. This means first being 
open about the issue, and then bringing the 
majority of pupils to see the problem - 
perhaps by encouraging them to help in 
drawing up an anti-bullying policy - so that 
the h ullies fed marginalis ed. 

Most important, though, is that the staff 
engage too. It takes bravery for a victim of 
bullying to speak up. There is the risk that 
file bully might take revenge. Pupils are 
embarrassed to admit that they have been 
victimised. And they may be worried that 
the teacher will either not listen or will 
dismiss their story. So staff must take these 
complaints seriously, acknowledging the 
courage that the pupil has had to summon to 
talk about it. And they should take action. 

One of the compounding factors in 
victims’ misery is a feeling of impotence. Six 
or seven years in a school can feel like a 
lifetime to a child condemned to facing 
bullies cm every day of term. If they know 
that the school will protect them against 
violence, at least they have a way out All 
schools should take bullying seriously, and 
teachers should realise that bullying does 
not toughen pupils up. It destroys their 
childhood and scars their adult lives. 


OVER THE MOONSHINE 

Some things in the penalty box must be believed to be seen 


The latest signing for the England 
squad is a 57-year-old faith healer. EBeen 
Drewery met the England coach. Gleon 
Hod die when she was the landlady of his 
local pub. The Shark, in Harlow. She (taw- 

ered her healing powers after a near-dead) 

experience in 1974. This was not, it seems, 
watching Manchester City play. Nov jJ^ s f 
Drewery has become a fnU-tune member of 
HoddJe’s backroom staff in the 
World Cup. She has been given a roomat 
the England squad's hotel where the play 

^^cidlfclaims that “three^uam^s of 

t ZXf. h ^e 

efforts to help the England squad ty 
CSrHoddle 

SSiEagss* 

: ssgsgl^s 

chicken’s blood and rare pr0 phylactics 

do gs gaining FL adventitious aid. 

* s r1p-" ath letes have been 


famously superstitious. Those with the 
strongest bodies do not have the strongest 
minds. But among the class of athletes, 
footballers are the most superstitious. From 
the way in which they tie up their bootlaces 
to such other premalch rituals as _ the 
sequence in which they step onto the pitch, 
footballers honour their tribal totems and 
taboos- Ian Rush was honoured as a scoring 
talisman for Liverpool after he went to 
Anfield in 1980. Whenever Rush scored a 
goal, Liverpool remained unbeaten. The 
spell was not broken until Wembley on April 
5,1987. when Rush scored but Arsenal won 
the League Cup Final 2-J. Or in more troub¬ 
led times, on November 3, 1983, Watford 
placed an advertisement in 77ie Times ask¬ 
ing for players “between the ages of 18 and 
80. preferably with two arms and two legs". 

Frequent and chronic injuries have dis¬ 
located England’s preparation for the World 
Cup finals. They may also have encouraged 
injured players to tty the wilder shores of 
healing in desperation to be selected for the 
final squad of 21 Team morale is half the 
battle on the football pitch as well as onfte 
campaign, whether military or pobticaL Die 
risk is that unbelievers in the squad may feel 
left out. But a win against Portugal tonight, 
with flair in midfield, width in atteck and a 
bit of luck would do wonders for England's 
morale. Whatever other faiths they hold, 
fans have to believe in something. They do 
noThave to believe in luck. But how dse can 
they explain the other team winning? 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

1 Pennington Street, London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 


Power may or may not have travelled to 
new Labour’s heads. The more immediate 
question is whether anything at all lurks 
inside the Conservative cranium. If Mr 
Hague is not careful his colleagues will iqad 
him down a cul-de-sac from which he will 
never recover. The public may indeed be 
learning to love new Labour less, although 
the evidence for this is somewhat slim at the 
moment What is certain is that they will not 
care for the credibility of the Conservative 
Party crusading on such issues. Even if, a 
big if, the country could be persuaded that 
there was no distinction at all between the 
two main parties, it would probably prefer 
the one that was at least more original. 

There is an alternative form of opposition 
that is both critical and constructive. It 
would constantly harry the Government on 
the state of the economy and refuse to be 
sidetracked into irrelevant squabbles. It 
would expose, by supporting it in principle 
and demanding appropriate policy, the 
chasm between the Government’s rhetoric 
and what it has actually delivered so for on 
social issues. Above all else it would stress 
what is different about Mr Hague’s Conser¬ 
vatism. The Tories need a new radicalism on 
tax and spending, a wholesale rethinking of 
the welfare state, a public pluralism on 
matters of personal lifestyle, a flexible 
attitude towards constitutional reform and 
an opposition to the euro based on concern 
for Europe not narrow English nationalism. 

Mr Hague would probably accept this 
and argue that he has echoed the same 
themes in his speeches. That message, 
though, has been drowned out by his own 
Westminster mob. He needs to return to the 
lectern in person and stand down the goon 
squad. The time for the Tories to start their 
promised policy review under Peter LHley 
and David Willetts is now. Those dis¬ 
cussions should be on the widest basis and 
in the most open fashion. At the moment, the 
parliamentary Conservative Party would be 
better deployed doing nothing than in 
continuing with current tactics. John Stuart 
Mill referred to the Tories as “the stupidest 
party”. On present trends he will soon be 
proved posthumously right 


Need for wider 
access to banks 

' From Dr Malcolm Hughes 

Sir, It is not only the pursuit of share¬ 
holders’ interests that has driven 
banks and building societies to cut 
their branch networks (report and 
leading article. April 20). Generally, 
these institutions and others com¬ 
peting in financial services have 
focused on the "quality" customer ro 
the exclusion of all others. 

Unfortunately for poorer custo¬ 
mers. bank marketing departments 
have used earnings as an analogue for 
quality and have focused their efforts 
up-market. This approach has been 
sustained in spite of evidence that the 
longer-term profitability of poorer 
customers is actually higher than that 
of wealthier segments. 

High-earning customers may be 
more profitable on an individual 
basis, but they are significantly less 
loyal to one supplier, preferring to 
spread their purchases of financial 
services across many competitors. 
This promiscuity on the part of high 
: earners more than cancels out their 
individual value. Indeed, the market¬ 
ing programmes of the major banks 
and building societies actually en¬ 
courage this behaviour with one-off 
deals, account-switching incentives 
and the absence of loyalty schemes 
found in other areas of retailing. 

Financial services institutions 
should welcome poorer (and older) 
customers rather than actively discri¬ 
minating against them. With appro¬ 
priately designed and marketed pro¬ 
ducts, they can be a loyal source of 
future earnings. 

Yours faithfully, 

MALCOLM HUGHES 
(Senior Lecturer in 
Financial Services), 

University of Hertfordshire 
Business School. 

Hertford Campus. Mangrove Road. 
Hertfordshire SGI3 8QF. 

April 20. 

From Mr R. G. Osmond 

Sir. You report today that banks are to 
be encouraged to open more branches 
. so that people will not need to go to 
post offices to obtain benefit pay¬ 
ments. This seems shortsighted as it is 
difficult to see how many post office 
branches could survive commercially 
without benefit payment business. 

Whilst the Government might save 
money (at the expense of the banks), it 
is hard to see there would be a lasting 
net benefit to those most in need of 
their benefit payments. 

The thought, as your report states, 
that legislation might be used to make 
banks open more branches is quite 
extraordinary. 

I am. Sir. your obedient servant, 

R. G. OSMOND (Director. 

CBI Education Foundation), 

The Athenaeum. 

Pall MalL SWIY5ER. 

April 20. 

From Mr Harry Whitham 

Sir. Frank Field’s energy would be 
better spent in persuading the Depart¬ 
ment of Social Security to change its 
system of payment rather than crying 
to persuade the banks to reopen dosed 
branches. The 2S per cent of pension¬ 
ers who agree to direct transfer are 
paid four-weekly in arrears, whilst 
those who use the order-book method 
are paid after only one week. 

It is this that dissuades many from 
accepting direct transfer. Perhaps a 
small incentive to those prepared to 
wait might be a way forward. 

Yours faithfully. 

HARRY WHITHAM. 

19 Woodkirk Avenue. Tingley, 
Wakefield. WF3 UL 
harry@hwhitham.demon.co.uk 

From Mr John Eads 

Sir, Frank Field is right to be con¬ 
cerned. Access to basic financial ser¬ 
vices is increasingly an essential part 
of social wellbeing in a modern 
economy. 

The Treasury is drafting the Finan¬ 
cial Regulatory Reform Bill, which 
will set out the functions of the Finan¬ 
cial Services Authority, the industry's 
new regulator. Utilities regulators 
have a duty to consider the interests of 
the disadvantaged. The FSA should 
have a similar duty in relation to 
access to financial services. 

Yours sincerely. 

JOHN EARLS 
(Research officer). 

Banking Insurance and 
Finance Union. 

Sheffield House, 

lb Amity Grove, SW20 0LG. 

jge@bifu.org.uk 

April 20. 


Iraqi children 

From Mr R. i. Simpson 

Sir, I wonder just how Mr George 
Galloway. MP. reconciles his state¬ 
ment that “the Iraqis are human 
beings like you and me and have 
children; when you cut them they 
bleed" with the UN report on human 
rights that 1.500 Iraqi political pris¬ 
oners were shot last year as pan of a 
brutal deansing operation, with the 
relations having to pay for the bullets 
before collecting (he bodies. 

I read these two news items on the 
same page of your newspaper of April 
15 (see also letter. April 23). 

Yours truly, 

R. I. SIMPSON, 

Chartfield. Park View Road, 
Woldingham, Surrey CR3 7DJ. 

April 20. 


Knowledge v skills in education 


From Professor Emeritus 
Geoffrey Harrison 

Sir. Of course Chris Woodhead is 
right ("Gradgrind knew a fact or two 
..April 16). Knowledge and under¬ 
standing in the different subject disci¬ 
plines need to be taught Of course 
Margaret Murray of the CBI is right 
to say that graduates can find that 
what they haw learnt is often out of 
date and that they need to be flexible 
and self-reliant enough to meet the 
challenges of the future. Where lies 
the conflict? 

The "product-process" question is a 
false dichotomy. The disdplines of 
school subjects should comprise both 
their knowledge and understanding 
and the capability to use them in 
solving problems. Key skills are inef¬ 
fective without resources of know¬ 
ledge and understanding. 

The real discipline lies in combin¬ 
ing skills with understanding, as in 
the national curriculum subject of 
design and technology, which re¬ 
quires students to "develop their capa¬ 
bility through combining their design¬ 
ing and making skills with knowledge 
and understanding in order to design 
and make products”. 

Let’s stop the simplistic educational 
rhetoric of product versus process and 
be more specific about what consti¬ 
tutes a useful education for the future, 
both ax school and in higher educa¬ 
tion. for "if education is not useful, 
what is it?” 

Yours etc, 

GEOFFREY HARRISON, 

Tall Trees. Victoria Road. 

Barnard Castle. 

Co Durham DLI2 8HR. 

April 16. 


From Mr Clive R- Han 

Sir. Chris Woodhead is right ia chal¬ 
lenge ihe OBI'S long-held and narrow 
view of the value of free-standing 
skills bereft of a knowledge base, but 
it is pity that his article did not con* 
elude with a more positive and active 
view of ihe way forward. 

What the CBI has consistently over¬ 
looked is that the key skill is knowing 
when to apply knowledge and the best 
manner in which to apply it No 
amount of factual learning or skill 
development in isolation will produce 
this result. 

The fashionable phrase of the 19S0s 
was “transfer of learning", which 
exactly summed up the need for 
people to be able to re-apply the know¬ 
ledge and skills gained under familiar 
riraimsunces to those which they 
encountered unexpectedly later on. 

Under the seductive umbrella of ihe 
competence model adopted for NVQs 
(national vocational qualifications] 
and espoused by the CBI, this broader 
perspective of versatility, so needed in 
an age of advancing technology and 
job change, has been lost and the 
argument has become unproductively 
polarised into knowledge versus skills 
rather than knowledge and skills in 
concert. 

Should not the Chief Inspector of 
Schools be actively engaged in 
remedying this situation rather than 
taking a singularly factual stand? 

Yours sincerely. 

C. R. HART 
(Education consultant), 

3 Cherry Tree Close, 

Hughenden Valley, High Wycombe, 
Buckinghamshire HP14 4LP. 

April 20. 


Tatchell’s accusation of homophobia 


From the Bishop of Oxford 

Sir. Peter Tatehell is unfair to accuse 
the Archbishop of Canterbury of 
refusing to meet the Lesbian and Gay 
Christian Movement (letter. April 17). 

The Archbishop, through the 
House of Bishops, has set up a special 
group. "Which I chair and which con¬ 
tains three other diocesan bishops, 
specifically to engage with interested 
parties and to further the debate on 
human sexuality. We have twice met a 
delegation from the Lesbian and Gay 
Christian Movement and will be con¬ 
tinuing in dialogue with them, as well 
as a range of other organisations. The 
archbishop is kept in touch both about 
these meetings and the continuing 
reflections of the group. 

The House of Bishops is of course 
strongly opposed to homophobia in 
any form and encourages gay and les¬ 
bian Christians to make their contri¬ 
bution to the kind of sensitive and 
thoughtful discussions we are trying 
to encourage in parishes throughout 
the country. There are serious argu¬ 
ments about what is the proper age for 
decriminalisation of sexual activity, 
fostering and same-sex blessings, but 
it is quite contrary to the kind of spirit 
which we are frying to encourage in 
this debate to accuse those who take a 
more traditional view of being discri¬ 
minatory or homophobia 

Yours sincerely. 

+RICHARD OXON. 

Diocesan Church House. 

North Hinksey. Oxford 0X2 ONB. 

From MrJ. Long den 

Sir, Peter Tatehell writes of homo¬ 
sexual discrimination and holds up 


Policy on sex offenders 

From Professor Malcolm Weller 

Sir, There is current discussion about 
the potential danger posed by sex 
offenders on their release from prison 
(letters, April 8 and 14). A possible 
alternative that the Home Office 
seems to be exploring (report and 
leading article. April 7) is that they 
should go from prisons to psychiatric 
hospitals for an indeterminate period. 

This suggestion illustrates a worry¬ 
ing trend to use psychiatric services as 
an instrument of social policy. Psychi¬ 
atrists have no wish to be placed in the 
position of "treating" people who do 
not wish to be treated (and are likely 
in consequence to be untreatable). The 
current Mental Health Act disallows 
compulsory detention for psycho¬ 
pathic disorder if the condition is not 
amenable ro treatment. 

I see no reason to tamper with this 


Neglected music 

From Professor Austin Woolrych 

Sir, I warmly support Mr D. G John¬ 
son’s proposal (letter, April 13) for a 
new, low-cost, radio channel that 
would explore the BBC’s sound 
archives and give a hearing to fine but 
neglected music 

It might also find. say. 20-minuie 
slots for artists, scholars and scientists 
who have something that they want to 
communicate to an educated public in 
their own carefully considered and 
uninterrupted words. 

Further, to restore the pleasures 
and civilities of the sadly missed Third 
Programme, the new channel should 
be pr es ented by those highly profes¬ 
sional people called announcers, who 
knew their job and knew their place. 

Yours faithfully, 

AUSTIN WOOLRYCH, 

9 Hollowrayne. Burton-in-Kendal. 
Camforth, Lancashire LA6 INS. 

April 13. 


examples, amongst others, of gay 
marriage and legal rights for gay 
couples as if these were self-evident 
They are not If he has created a 
lifestyle based mi his sexual tastes, 
that should be his own matter. But 
who says it should be a right? 

Yours faithfully. 

JOHN LONGDEN. 

64 Downshaw Road, 
AshloiMinder-Lyne. 

Lancashire OL7 9QW. 

April 17. 

From the Chief Executive of 
The Children's Society 

Sir. Peter Tatehell accuses The Child¬ 
ren’s Society of leaving young people 
in the “emotional coldness of a 
children’s home" because we do not 
make placements with gay foster 
parents. This gives quite the wrong 
impression in two ways. 

First, adoption and fostering is a 
very small part of our work. Last year 
39.000 children were placed for adop¬ 
tion or in long-term foster homes nat¬ 
ionally; of these we placed only 21. 

Secondly, the derisions about 
whether children are placed for adop¬ 
tion or fostering are made by local 
authorities, not by voluntary organi¬ 
sations. If a local authority wanted a 
gay or lesbian family for a child they 
would go to an agency who would pro¬ 
vide such a placement. 

Yours faithfully. 

IAN SPARKS. 

Chief Executive. 

The Children’s Society. 

Edward Rudolf House, 

Margery Street WCIX OIL 
April 17. 


restriction, nor to aggravate the deep¬ 
ly unsatisfactory situation in psychiat¬ 
ric hospitals as a result of toe wide¬ 
spread transfer of dangerous patients 
from secure and medium-secure for¬ 
ensic science units under Home Office 
licence. 

We are struggling to cope with un¬ 
precedented numbers of aggressive 
patients. Half, or more, psychiatric in¬ 
patients are now receiving treatment 
under compulsion, some eight times 
more than six years ago. 

It is hardly surprising that there are 
mounting difficulties in recruiting 
nursing and senior psychiatric staff. 

Yours truly, 

MALCOLM WELLER 
(Chairman, North Thames Regional 
Psychiatric Advisory Committee), 
Haringey Healthcare NHS Trust. 

St Ann’s Hospital. 

St Ann’s Road, N15 3TH. 

April 16. 


Difficult choice 

From Mrs Rose L Ashwell 

Sir, Yesterday’s Times had an adver¬ 
tisement for a Deputy Principal for 
Oaldands College in Hertfordshire. Ir 
stated that "... the person anointed 
will have accountability..." 

As the college curriculum embraces 
both motor mechanics and health and 
beauty courses. 1 wonder if they 
should use aromatherapy or engine 
oil. 

Yours faiihfull, 

ROSE L. ASHWELL 
Millside. Digswell Lane. 

Digswell, Hertfordshire AL71SN. 
April 18. 
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South Downs as 
a National Park? 

From Sir Chris Bonington, 

President of the Council 
for National Paries, and others 

Sir, Next month the Government will 
be considering responses to its consul¬ 
tation on how best to secure the future 
of the South Downs. 

Its decisions will be influenced by 
the advice of the Countryside 
Commission (which meets on April 23 
to consider the maner) and by the 
great number of people who have 
wrinen from all over the country, or 
attended local meetings, who support 
National Park status for the area. 

The Sussex Downs Conservation 
Board, set up as an interim arrange¬ 
ment, has itself voted for stronger con¬ 
servation powers and a statutory role 
in the planning system. The debate 
has made it clear thar the needs of the 
South Downs cannot be met by con¬ 
tinuing to treat them as an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, even 
under improved arrangements as 
advocated generally by die Country¬ 
side Commission. 

The 1995 Environment Act gives 
ministers an exciting new’ option: to 
setup a new style National Park in the 
South Downs. This could offer the 
highest status of landscape protection 
and recognition whilst enabling care 
and management to be delivered 
locally and tailored to the special 
needs of the Downs. The flexibility 
provided by the Environment Act 
includes the option of development 
control decisions remaining with the 
district authorities if desired. 

As the 50th anniversary of the Nat¬ 
ional Parks and Access to the Coun¬ 
tryside Act approaches, Britain 
should lead the world in showing that 
it is still possible to offer a sense of 
escape and wildness in our finest 
expanses of less rugged counfry. 

Many more people visit the South 
Downs in search of these qualities 
than go to the fells of any of our exist¬ 
ing National Parks. The South Downs 
should join the fold of National Parks. 

Yours faithfully. 

CHRIS BONINGTON, 

President, Council for National Pules. 

DAVID J. BELLAMY. 

President. The Wildlife Trusts. 

ROBIN CRANE, 

Chairman. South Downs Campaign. 
DEREK HANSON. 

Chairman. Youth Hostels Association 
(England and Wales). 

NORMA JOHNSTON. 

Director. Ramblers' Association. 

TONY JUNIPER, 

Campaigns Director. Friends of the Earth. 
RODNEY LEGG. 

Chairman. Open Spaces Society. 

246 Lavender Hill, 

London SW11 ILL 
April 20. 


Bishops in Lords 

From the Earl of Sandwich 

Sir. Dr David Hope (report, April 10) 
is right to raise questions about the 
place of bishops in the House of 
Lords. The bishops themselves often 
mention that they are speaking on 
behalf of other denominations and 
faiths because there is almost no one 
else to represent them in debates. 

As your Religion Correspondent 
says, the Government is unlikely to 
open the whole question of disestab¬ 
lishment on the tack of Lords reform. 
Would it not be best to continue to rec¬ 
ognise other denominations and 
faiths, as with the Army, the law and 
other professions, by way of the cross 
benches? This would become an addi¬ 
tional argument for maintaining, and 
even increasing, the presenr quota of 
independent peers in a reformed 
chamber. It would also have the merit 
of continuity. 

Yours sincerely. 

JOHN SANDWICH, 

Mapperton House. 

Beaminster. Dorset DT8 3 NR. 

Aprii 15. 


Celebrating St George 

From the Reverend Bernard Eager 

Sir. I suggest to Mr Kerry Woodrow 
(letter. April 21} the following menu 
for St George’s Day: oxiail soup; roast 
beef on the bone; then an egg custard. 

He should take this meal at the 
Palace of Westminster as a challenge 
to the government dragon that inter¬ 
feres more and more with our indi¬ 
vidual freedoms and from which 1 
pray, through the intercession of St 
George, we will at length be delivered. 

Yours faithfully. 

BERNARD EAGER. 

St Catherine’s, 

Newton Road, 

Lowton. Warrington WAS 1LB. 
stcaths@compuserve.com 
April 21. 


Shining example 

From Miss Heather Ridge 

Sir. Today, whilst looking with 
appalled fascination at the photo¬ 
graphs of the Lord Chancellors refur¬ 
bished apartments, I was reminded of 
Dolly Patton's reputed reply to a com¬ 
pliment about the rhinestone- 
encrusted frock she was wearing: 
“Honey, it costs a lot of money to look 
this cheap." 

Yours sincerely, 

HEATHER RIDGE. 

39 Andrewes House, 

Barbican, EC2Y8AX. 

April 21. 


J 










COURT CIRCULAR 


WINDSOR CASTLE 
April 21: Today is the Seventy 
Second Anniversary of the Birth¬ 
day of The Queen. 

The Duke of Edinburgh. 
Founder and Chairman of the 
International Trustees of The 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Inter¬ 
national Association, this morning 
attended a Reception at Admiralty 
House, Sydney, Australia, for 
Young People who have reached 
the Gold Standard in The Duke of 
Edinburgh's Award. 

His Royal Highness later left 
Sydney for Darwin. 

The Duke of Edinburgh this 
evening attended a Reception at 
Government House; Darwin. 

His Royal Highness. President. 
Royal Agricultural Society of the 
Commonwealth. later attended a 
Reception at the Beaufort Hotel. 
Darwin. 

The Lady Elton has succeeded 
the Hon Mary Morrison as Lady 
in Waiting to Her Majesty. 

ST JAMES'S PALACE 
April 21: The Prince of Wales. 
Patron. Gloucester Cathedral 900 
Year Fund, this morning visited 
the Cathedral to view the restora- 


Todays royal 
engagements 

The Prince or Wales will open the 
Wessex Children's Hospital. Sut¬ 
ton Scorney. Winchester, Hamp¬ 
shire. si 1QJO: will view the 
restoration works in Winchester 
Cathedral at noon: as President of 
the Prince's Trust, will attend an 
event to promote the work of the 
Trust, with disabled young people 
at Winchester Guildhall, at 12.4(1 
will visit Berrywood primary 
school. Maunsell Way. Hedge 
End. Southampton, at 1.55: and 
will mil Snell and Wilcox. 
Durford Mill. Peters field, at 
150. 

The Duke of York will visit 
Wrah on Laboratories, Barnstaple, 
Devon, at 11.00; will visit the Royal 
North Devon Golf Club. West¬ 
ward Ho!, of which he will become 
president in 2000. at 1230; and as 
Admiral of the Sea Cadet Corps, 
will visit the Exeter Detachment 
at Haven Banks. Exeter, at 
3.00. 

The Princess Royal, as President, 
British Knitting and Clothing Ex¬ 
port Council, will visit Morpian. 
Temple Bank. Harlow. Esso, at 
9.55; as President, the Rural Hous¬ 
ing Trust, will open their housing 
scheme at Lakewood, Hall Road. 
Great Bromley, at 11.40 and win 
open their affordable housing 
scheme at Rectory Gardens. 
Bradfiekl, Essex, at 12(0. Later, as 
Patron. International Health Ex¬ 
change. will attend the annual 
meeting at the Royal College of 
Nursing. 20 Cavendish Square. 
London. Wl. at 5.15. 

The Duke of Kent, as President, 
will attend dinner at the Cavalry 
and Guards Club. Piccadilly. 
London Wl. at 7.45. 

Princess Alexandra. Patron of 
Mind, will open the Heathside 
Resource Centre and the Marc 
Rostand Annexe of Wandsworth 
Mind at 232 Roehampton Lane. 
London SW15. at 1.00. 


Memorial service 

Mr P.B. (Laddie) Lucas 
A service in memory of Laddie 
Lucas will be held on Thursday. 
May 28. at noon at St Luke's 
Church. Sydney Street, Chelsea. 


Don work and was received by Her 
Majesty's Lord-Lieutenant of 
Gloucestershire (Mr Henry 
Elwesf. 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
April 21: The Princess Royal this 
evening attended the Annual Din¬ 
ner Of the Saints and Sinners Gub 

of London at the Savoy Hotel, 
London WC2. 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
April 21: The Duke of Gloucester, 
Honorary Air Comznodore, Royal 
Air Force Odiham, today visited 
the Station. Hook, Hampshire. 
THATCHED HOUSE LODGE 
RICHMOND PARK 
April 21: Princess Alexandra this 
afternoon opened the Maternity 
Department of Epsom General 
Hospital. Dorking Road, Epsom, 
and was received by Her Majesty* 
Lord-Lieutenant of Surrey (Mrs 
Timothy Goad). 

Her Royal Highness later 
opened Cobham Cottage Hospital. 
Portsmouth Road. Cobham, 
Surrey. 

The Queen has been pleased to 
appoint the Lord Faringdon to be a 
Lord in Waiting to Her Majesty. 



George Cole, the actor, 
is 73 today 

Birthdays 

today 

Mr Leo Ahse. former MP. 81: Sir 
Michael Adyah, OM. FRS. former 
president. Royal Society. 69: Sir 
Christopher Ball, former Warden. 
Keble College. Oxford, 63; Mr 
Lewis Biggs, curator. Thte Gallery. 
Liverpool. 46; Mr Alan Bond, 
company chairman and yachts¬ 
man. 60: Mr Peter Bowring, 
former chairman, C.T. Bowring. 
75; Mile Yveoe Chauvire, ballerina 
assoluta, 81: Sir John Chflcot, dvil 
servant 99: Mr Alan Dukes, a 
vice-president Fine Gael Party. 53; 
Major-General Sir John Foley. 59; 
Mr ft: ter Gofdstein, joint founder. 
Superdnig. 58: Mr Uoyd 
Honeyghan, boxer. 38; Mr Ronald 
Hynd. choreographer. 67; Mr Rob¬ 
ert Key.. MP, 53; Mr Archy 
Kirkwood. MP. 52 Mr Niro 
Ladenis. restaurateur. 64; Mr 
Geoffrey Marshall. FBA, Provost 
The Queen's College. Oxford. 69; 
Lord Menuhin. OM. 82 Mr Jack 
Nicholson, actor, director and 
producer. 61; the Earl of Oxford 
and Asquith. 82 Miss Margaret 
Pereira, forensic scientist 70: Vis¬ 
count Foreman. 64; Sir David 
Ratford. former diplomat 64; Miss 
J antis Robinson, wine writer and 
broadcaster. 48; Professor Sir Eric 
Scowen. physician. 88; Mr C.H. 
Sisson. CH. writer and poet 84; 
Mr David Summeiscale. Head 
Master. Westminster School, 61; 
Sir Robert Wade-Gery. diplomat 
«. 


School announcements 


AllhaUows College 
The Summer term begins today 
and ends on Thursday, July 9. 
James Sienesi is Captain of Cricket 
and Nicola Cox Captain of Girls’ 
Games. Speech Day is on Sat¬ 
urday. May 23. when Mr Timothy 
Dutton. Old Honitonian. mil be 
the guest speaker. AUhalJcws is 
celebrating the diamond jubilee of 
its move from Honiton to Rousdon 
and is laundung an appeal to 
enhance facilities for drama and 
swimming. 

Cafford School 

The Summer Term begins today. 
The Oxbridge Tutors’ Forum will 

be held on Friday. May l. and the 
Higher Education Conference on 
Friday. May 8. The 1st XI mil play 
the MCC on Thursday. May 14. 
Open Day is on Saturday. May 16, 
when the prizes will be presented 
by the Bishop of St Edraundsbury 
and Ipswich. The Summer Ball 
lakes place on Saturday. June 27. 
and the Term ends on Wednesday. 
July 1. 

Ed§eUH College, 

Bideford. Devon 
Term begins today. Former 
EdgehiDians will be meeting for 
i until in London on Saturday. 
April 25. The May Ball will be held 
on Friday. May 8. Sports Day is on 
Saturday. June 20, oral die 
Preparatory School Prize Day on 
Saturday. June Z7. Term ends on 
Friday. July 10. 

The Governors are pleased to 
award the following Scholarships 
for September 1998. 

PrepSdxml: 

8+ Scholarships: lily Govan. Emily 

Taylor. 

Senior School: 

11 * Academic scholarships: Lisa 
Baker. Florence Beckhum. Rayleigh 
RromelL Adam Carter. Ryan KewJey. 
Paul Koorlander, MunalulaNgenda. 
11* Music Scholarship: Ashley 
Wlthey. 

II* Sports Scholarships: Katie 
Fumlss. Kristina Kastelan. James 
Woolaw&y. 

11* Exhibitions: April Castle. Isabel 
Hem log. Beniamin walker. 

12* Music Scholarship: Jennifer 
Dare. 

12* Exhibitions: Jonathan Hottby. 
Sophia Walter. 

Sixth form Academic Scholarships: 
Ell ie Koorlander. Entitle 
lahaqulere. Lucy Lo-veL 


Luncheon 

Australia & New Zealand 
Chamber of Commerce UK 
Sir ftrer Gadsden. Lord Mayor 
locum fenens and President of the 
Australia & New Zealand Chamber 
of Commerce UK. was present at a 
luncheon of die chamber held yes¬ 
terday at the Mansion House: Mr 
David dementi. Deputy Governor of 
the Bank of England, was die guest of 
honour. Among others present were: 
The Australian High Commissioner, 
the Australian Ambassador 10 
Russia, the Deputy High 
Commissioner for New Zealand, me 
Agent General for South Australia, 
and the New Zealand Trade 
Commissioner. 


Lecture 


Nathan Lectnreon the Environment 
Mr Michael Meadier. MP. Minister 
for the Environment, delivered the 
3rd Annual Nathan Lecture on the 
Envinmment last night al the Royal 
Society of Arts in honour of Lard 
Nathan. The. hosts were Denton 
Halls Environmental Law Team 
now under the leadership of partner 
Jacqui O’Keeffe, succeeding John 
Salter who remains as a consultant 
until April 1999. Sir John Houghton, 
FRS. presided and Sir David Wil¬ 
liams. QC. gave the vote of thanks. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS: Vladimir Oykh Lenin. Rus¬ 
sian revolutionary. Simbirsk (Ul¬ 
yanovsk). 1870: Sergei Prokofiev, 
composer. Sonlsovka. Ukraine. 1891; 
Kathleen Ferrier. contralto. Higher 
Walton. Lancashire. 1912. 

DEATHS: Thomas Rowlandson, 
caricaturist.* London. 18Z7; Richard 
Trevithick, pioneer of the locomotive 
engine, Dartfbrd. 1833. 


Sixth Form Mti£ic Scholarship: 
Joanne Andrew. 

Sixth Form Exhibitions Hannah 
Gilbert. Ayes Da Loveridge, Emily 

Haikybary 

Summer Term began on April 20. 
The inaugural recital series 
celebrating the installation of the 
new Chapel organ continues with 
performances by Derek Longman 
on May 3 and Dame Gillian Weir 
on May J7. The Hadeybuiy Tro¬ 
phy, an eight a side cricket 
tournament for under 13 teams, 
will be held on May 17. Speech 
Day will take place on May 23 with 
Guest of Honour Sir Nigel Broom¬ 
field (OH). A festival of summer 
sport for under II teams will be 
held on June 21. The original 
musical 77te Year of thePigoAB be 
performed in the Ayckbourn The¬ 
atre between June 25 and 27 and 

August 9 to 15 attbe Moray House 

Theatre. Edinburgh, as part of the 
annual festival. Term ends on July 
4. 

Harrogate Ladies’ CoDege 

Harrogate Ladies’ College opens 
for the Summer Term today. The 
a p pointment of Mr David An¬ 
drews, BA Mus (Reading), as Dep¬ 
uty Head has been formally 
confirmed. The principal emits 
this term indude a whole school 
sponsored walk for Children of 
Chernobyl on May 8; the Choir 
will take part in an Organ Recital 
by Thomas Trotter at St Marys 
Parish Church, Clriberoe. on May 
16 followed by & joint Chapel 
Concert with the Froebetian School 
on May 17 and will sing Evensong 
at York Minster on May 18 and at 
Chester Cathedral on June 26. Tbe 
Amateur Radio Chib (GB2HC) 
will ran a 24 hour Amateur Radio 
Station from 430pm on May 21. 
Open Teaching Day is on May 22 
from 8.45am to 430pm. followed 
by tbe CommemoraDon Service at 
630pm in St Wilfrid's Church 
(Preacher, the Very Reverend Dr 
Brandon D. Jackson). Sports Day 
wQJ rake place between 11.00am 
and 1.00pm on June 27 prior to 
Speech Day and Prizegiving in the 
Royal Hail at 245pm (Guest 
Speaker, Sir John Boyd. KCMG, 


Master of Churchill College. Cam¬ 
bridge] and the Sixth Form Ball at 
the Crown Hotel at 730pm. Sport¬ 
ing events include the first round 
of the Aberdare Cup Tennis at 
HLC on May 7 and tbe County 
Track and Field Athletics 
Championships in York on June 
13. HalfTenn is from May 22 (after 
Commemoration) to May 31 and 
term ends on July 1. 

The College is pleased to announce 
the following Scholarships 
awarded to girls joining the school 
in September 

At it*: Alison Baker, Robert 
Blomfietd Middle. Stafford; Antonia 
Barr, Belmont BUtlaiuls. Ha/roeaie 
Alexandra Newton. Froebdlan. 
Horsfonn. 

At 12*: Karen Marshall Terra Nova, 
jodreu Bank. 

At 13*: Darina Wilson, Tentngton 
Hall York. 

An Educational Charily: Registered 
No 529579 which exists to provide 
high quail;; education for gins. 

The Mount School York 

Summer Term at The Mount 
School York began on Monday. 
April 20, The ParentsVOki Schol¬ 
ars’ Weekend will take place on 
May 9/10. Term ends on Friday. 
July 3- 

The following Scholarships have 
been awarded: 

Academic 

Samantha Butters. Ralph Butterfield 
school: Jacqueline Eaves. 

Headlands school; Charlene Miller, 
Tregefies Sarah Burrerfieid. The 
Minster School; Bethany Carroll. 
Terrtnglon lull Preparatory School. 
Music 

Sophie Knowles. Treadles; Sarah 
Bunerfleid, The Minster School- 
Art 

Sophie Summers. Treeelies: Lucy 
parites-iinley. Tregeiies; Samantha 
Webster, Tbe Minster School. 

The Princess Helena College 
Summer term begins today and 
ends on July 2 Helena Broadribb 
is Head of School and Hafsat 
Inuwa is Deputy Head Girl The 
Confirmation Service on May 16 
will take place in St Martin’s 
Church, Preston. The Summer 
School Concert also on May 16 at 
730pm will be in Tbe Princess 
Alice HalL Sports Day is cm 
Saturday. June 13, Grom ILOOam. 
Speech Day and Garden Party is to 
be held on Saturday, June 20. 
Tickets for the annual Summer 
Ball on Saturday, June 27. may be 
obtained from the College. 


Rye St Antony School 
Oxford 

The Trinity Term begins today. 
The Summer Open Day win be 
held on Thursday. April 30. from 
10.45am until 4.00pm. The May 
Concert will be on May 7 and 
Sports Day on June 2b. Parents, 

friends and Old Girls are invited m 
the Summer Ball on July 4. and 
Old Girls are also invited to the 

Mass and Reunion on July i Term 

ends with Mass and Junior Prize- 
Giving at July 8. For further 
ftaaik of the term's events, please 
contact the School Office. 

St Catherine's School 
Brantley. 

Summer term begins today at St 
Catherine's School. Bramley. 
Katherine Wailing continues in 
office as Head Girl. Lower V 
German Exchange partners will 
visit St Catherine’s from Wednes¬ 
day, April 29 - Wed n esday. May 6. 
Bugsy Malone, die Middle School 
production, will be performed in 
the Speech Hall on Thursday. 
Friday and Saturday. May 7,8 arid 
9. The School Concert will be beki 
on Monday, May II. at St Cath¬ 
erine's. Tbe Service of Confirma¬ 
tion wifi take place at Bramley 
Parish Church (to Saturday, May 
16. at 1030am. The Ascension Day 
service will be held in Bramley 
Parish Church an Thursday. May 
21, at 9.00am. Long Leave is from 
May 23-31. Lower V visits lo France 
and Spain will begin on Friday. 
June 26, returning u the end of 
Activities Week on Friday. July 3. 
Mrs Virginia Bottomley. MP. wQl 
be die Guest of Honour at Speech 
Day at 10-OQam on Saturday. July 
4. in GuBdford Chic HalL followed 
by Open Day at St Catherines. 
Term ends an Thursday, July 9. 

Wotdingham School 

Summer Term at Wokiingham 
School begins today. Elizabeth 
Stubbs is die new Head Girl and 
Aiexa Jarzebowska and Kellie 
Khoury are the Deputy Head Girls. 
The new Art Centre is being opened 
by Anna Somers Cocks on June 20. 
The Prize Day guest is die Abbot of 
Amplefoiih. the Right Rev Timothy 
Wright. Term ends cm July 4. 
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Memorial service 


Mr Anthony M. Bambridge 

A memorial service to celebrate the 
life and work of Mr Anthony M. 
(Tony) Bambridge. Managing Edi- 
tor of The Sunday Times 1993-1998, 
was held yesterday at St Bride's. 
Fleet Street 

Canon John Oates officiated- Sir 
Edward Pickering. Executive Vice- 
Chairman. Times Newspapers, 
read the lesson. Mr Richard 
Caseby. Managing Editor of The 
Sundqy Times, read Executive by 
John Betjeman, and Mr Michael 
Jones. Associate Editor (Fob tics). 
The Sunday Tunes, read from 
Towards the End cf Morning by 
Michael Frayn. Mr Bernard Asher 
and Mr John Withenrw. Editor of 
The Sunday Times, gave ad¬ 
dresses. 

During the service the St Bride’S 
Choir, directed by Mr Matthew 
Motley, sang Mercedes Benz, 
Ghost Riders in the Sky, As Time 
Goes By and Unforgettable. 

Among others present were: 

Mrs Bambridge (widow}. Mr Jacob 
Bambridge and Mr Daniel 
Bambridge {sons). Miss Emma 
Bambridge (daughter), Mr Tom 
Sutton. Gus Sutton (grandson). Mr 
and Mn Tony Hodges (brother-in- 
law and sister), Mr John SwtngJand 
and Mr Keith Swine land (brothere- 
liriaw). Mr Timothy Hodges, Mr 
Matthew Hodges. Miss AdeJe 
Calderwood, Mrs Shirt ey Htlller, 
Mrs Ian HUUer. Mr ana Mis Roger 
Cater. Mr David Stone, Mr and Mrs 
Keith Stelsey. Mr and Mis Clive 
sturtey, Mr Phillip Herbert. Mr and 


chief executive. The News corpora¬ 
tion) with Mr Doug flynn 
(managing director, News Interna¬ 
tional). Mr Alistair MacLeod 


Employee Development). Mr James 
MacMinus (managing director. 
Times Supplements), Mr Toby 
Constantine (director. Promotions. 
Times Newspapers] with Miss 
Camilla Rhodes (advertising 
director). Mr David Walsh (deputy 
advertising director). Mr Martin 
ivens (deputy editor. The Sunday 
Times), Miss Kathleen Herron 
(deputy managing editor). Mr Bob 
Tyrer [associate editor) and other 
members of staff. 

Mr Peter 5 to than) (Editor, The 
71/rtes) with Mr George Brock 
(managing editor), Mr Brian 
MacArthur (executive editor. 
Features), Mr Roger Wood (deputy 
managing editor) and Mr David 
Hopunsah (assistant managing 
editor): Mr Robert Warren (executive 
editor. News of the world) also 
representing the Editor and the 
managing, editor) Mr William 
Newman (managing editor, The 
Sun) and many other past and 
present members of the group. 

Mrs John Witherow, Mrs Bernard 
Asher. Miss Rosemary Collins. Mr 
Allstair Brett, Mr Tom Crone. Ms 
Lynne Kabos, Ms Patricia 
ETAlmelda, Ms parln Janmohamed, 
Mr David Smith. Mr Roger Eglln, 
Mr Ian Coxon. Mr David Mills, Mr 


Calderwood. Mr and Mrs Peter 
Bowles. Mr and Mrs George Plncus, 
Mr Richard Walllngton, Miss S 
Smith. 

Mr Les Hinton (executive chair¬ 
man. News international) also 
representing the chairman and 


Townsend. Mr Sieve Mears. Ms 
Judith Dunn. Mr Frank Giles, Mr 
John cole, Mr Anthony Howard, Mr 
Alex Boiler, Mr Ride Gob belt Mr 
Ivan Fallon. Mr David McMaster. 
Ms Anna Broning, Mrs Peter 
Roberts. Miss Dorothy Ravenswood, 
Mr and Mrs Peter Johnson. 

Professor Donald TreJfbrtL Mr 
Ken Morgan. Mr John ComwelL Mr 
J West. MsM Dukes. Miss L Sands, 
Miss Barbara Hall, Ms Margaret 
Driscoll, Ms Alison Graham. Mr 
Christopher j. Campbell,-Mr Alan 
Ruddock. Ms E Clark. Ms Marcel 
Bernstein. Mr David Stone. Mr 
Stephen Boyd, Ms Lois Rogers. Mr 


Alan wyan. Ms C Doyle. Ms Janet 
Mundy. Mr Robert Heller. Mr and 
Mrs Alan Parker. Miss Joan 
Thomas. Mr Peter Glllman. ms 
J udith Bioor. Ms Marilyn Stoller, Mr 
Nick PUL Mr P Clllibrand. Mr 
Andrew Hogg. Mr B Hadley. Mrltai 
Nagle. Mr John Hartile. 

Mr Andrew Grice. Mr Dan Calms, 
Mr Peter Baistow, Ms Helen 
Hawkins, Ms Adrienne Connors. Mr 
Marie ELUdge. Mr Charles Hymas. 
Mr Peter Taylor, Mr Brian 
Nicholson. Mr Michael Prescott. Mr 
Richard Woods. Mr John Waples. Mr 
John Jay, Mr Christopher Morgan. 
Ms Stan Roberts. Mr Ken McCoy. Mr 
Paul Ham. Ms D Hill. Mr Andrew 
Cameron, Ms E Rose, Mr Nidi 
Newman. Ms Dorothy wade. Ms 
Vera Taggart. Mr David Brea. Mr 
Edwin Taylor. Ms Salty Soames, Mr 
Frank Herrmann. 

Ms Muriel Bowen. Mr Thomas 
Weir. Ms Stephanie Kell. Mr Smart 
waved. Miss Angela Connell. Mr 
Ian Cameron. Ms Klrxty Hamilton. 
Mr BtiJ Bloom. Ms Claire Oldfield, 
Mr Rufus Oltns. ms Rowena 
Webster. Mr Eric Jacobs. Ms Joanna 
Duckworth. Mr Philip Dalton^ Mr 
Maurice Chittenden. Ms Candice 
Temple, Mr Geoffrey Goodman. Mr 
Peter Sherlock. Mr Sean Ryan. Mr 
Tim Kelsey. Mr John Harlow. Mr 
Kenneth Pearson. Mr David Case. 
Mr Leads Chester. Mr Peter Cole. 

Mr Benny Gray. Ms Judith 
Mooney. Mr Philip Clarke. Mr 
George Perry. Mr Steve Connor. Mr 
Tony sikkema, Mr Andrew 
AldeTSon. Ms Diana Wright. Mr 
David Smith. Ms Naomi Cane. Mr 
Bryan SUcock. Mr Roger Harrison, 
Ms Dorothy wade, ms Barbara 
Maldmenc. Miss Joan BelJaby, Mr 
Matthew lnin. Mr Ian Johnston. Mr 
Chris Smith. 

Mr Tony Rertneil (Associate 
Editor, Mall on Sunday!. Mr 
Anthony Hilton {EveningStandard). 
Mr George Darby (director. Editorial 
Pro leas. Telegraph croup) with Mr 
Robert Chessbyre ( Telegraph 
Magazine). Mr David Gordon 
(secretary. Royal Academy of Arts). 
Mr Graham Robertson and Mr Peter 
Steadman (ARC Advertising). Ms 
Angela Flowers.(Flowers Gallery) 
ana many other mends and former 
colleagues. 


MrJ.PJL Adams 
and Miss PJ. Bailey 
The engagement is announced 
between Justin, youngest son of Dr 
and Mis Jamie Adams, of 
Dowrieswell, Cheltenham, and 
Philippa, youngest daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Brian Bailey, of Tewin 
Wood, Hertfordshire. 

Mr M.G. Bloch. QC 
and Lady Camilla Bingham 
The engagement is announced 
between Michael, son of Mr and 
Mrs John Bloch, of ftaerafidd. 
Hampshire; and Camilla, younger 
daughter of the 7th Earl of Lu can , 
wheresoever, and the Cram less of 
Lucan. 

Mr AJ. Button 
and Mbs LK. Fleming 
The engagement is announced 
between Anthony, youngest son of 
Mr and Mrs Henry Buxton, of 
Ware. Hertfordshire, and Lara, 
eldest daughter of the late Mr 
David Fleming and of Mis John 
Floyd- 

Mr MA Carrie 
and Miss LM. Sumner 
The engagement is announced 
between Mark, son of Mrs Elaine 
Dudley, of Newport. South Wales 
and the late Captain Peter Currie, 
and Lama, younger daughter 
of Mrs Marilyn McGee, of 
Beckenham. Kent and the late Mr 
Paul Sumner. 

Mr J. Edward 

and Miss A. Angulo Noriega 
The engagement is announced 
between John, son of David and 
Elizabeth Edward, of Edinburgh 
and Luxembourg, and Alexandra. 
daughter of Luis Carlos Angulo 
and Leticia Noriega, of Santafe de 
Bogoci. Colombia. 

Sir David Finlay 
and Miss C Achcson 
The engagement is announced 
between David, only son of the laie 
Sir Graeme Ftnlay. Bl and of Lady 
Finlay, of Notting HflL London, 
and Camilla, daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Peter Acheron, of 
Castlecaulfield. Co Tyrone. 
MrTJVI. MairJohnson 
and Miss H-L- Porbrick 
The en g a g ement is announced 
between Thomas, sou of His 
Honour Judge and Mrs Freddie 
Marr-Johnson. of Ftilham. London, 
and Helen, eider daughter of the 
lale Mr Ken Purbrick and of Mrs 
Jean Rust, of AtkUesione. Surrey. 


LiCT tf Cna m^;ommander S.B. 

HowettRN. 

and Miss P- Gray 
The engagement is announced 
between Simon, son of Mr John 
Hcywdl. of Mere. Wiltshire, and 
Mr Sarah Hotrell. of Rochester. 
Kent and Emma, daughter of Mr 
and MR Martin Gray, of 
Kenardington. Kent- 

MrT-Z. Uoyd 

and Miss P. Richards 

The engagement is announced 

between Thomas Zachary, son of 

Mr and MR Sampson Uoyd. and 

FWly. daughter of Mr and Mr 

Brian Richards. 

Mr GJ. Messenger 
and Mbs J.L Stephen 
The engagement is announced 
between Gary James, only son of 
Mr and MR James Messenger, of 
St Ffcter Port, Guernsey. Channel 
Islands, and Julia Louise, only^ 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Robert* 
Stephen, of Cuffley. Hertfordshire. 
Mr H.N. Mountain 
and tire Hon Camilla CccO 
Tbe engagement is announced 
between Henry, son of Mr and 
Mrs Nicholas Mountain, of 
Alresford, Hampshire, and 
Camilla, younger daughter of Lord 
and Lady Rocklcy. of Pcofe, 
Dorset 

Mr J.R. Powell-Trick 
and Miss L. BoWero 
The engagement is announced 
between James, son of Mr and 
Mr Jonathan Powell-Tuck, of 
Barford. Warwickshire, and 
Louisa, younger daughter of Mr 
and Mr Ned Bolder o. of 
Chesham. Buckinghamshire. w 
Mr P.M. Whitlock , 
and Dr CJ. Derry 
The engagement is announced 
between Paul, second son of Mr 
and Mr Fteier Whitlock, of Wells- 
nexi.ihe-Sea. Norfolk, and 
Catherine, daughter of Mr John 
and Dr Clare Derry, of Ashiead. 
Sumy. 

Mr TJ. Wilkinson 
and Mis C J. Morsbead 
The engagement is announced 
between Timothy, son of Mr John 
Wilkinson, of Uckfield. Sussex, 
and Mr Jacky Wilkinson, id 
Wokiingham. Surrey, and Juliet 
daughter of Mr James Mors head, 
of me British Virgin Islands, and 
Mr Virginia Morshead. of 
Sheffield Park. Sussex. 


Dinners 


Saints and Sinners Chib 
The Princess Royal was a guest 
speaker at the annual dinner of the 
Saints and Sinners Club hdd last 
night at the Savoy HoteL Mr 
William Hague. MP. also spoke. 
Mr Jimmy Taibuck prerided. 
Afterwards Mr John Bromley was 
installed as the new chairman. 
Royal Society of Mafidne 
Professor Salvador Moncada, 
FRS. Director of the WoHsoa 
Institute for BiamedicaJ Research, 
delivered the Jepboott lecture to the 
Royal Society of Medicine last 
night ai I Wunpole Street After¬ 
wards. Sir Christopher Paine, 
president and Lady Paine received 
the guests at a reception and 
dinner. Among those present were: 
Mr and Mrs Netl Jenhcott. Lord and 
Lady Soulsby of Swaffham Prior. 
Loro and Lady LoveU-Dsvts. sir 
Gordon and Lady Wolsienbolme. Sir 
Gordon Robson, sir Christopher 


Bannister. 

Company of Tylers and 
Briddayers . 

Mr GJv Newiyn Mason-EffiotL 
Master of the Company of TyieR and 
Bricklayers, presided and received 
the guests with Mr D.R. Munnery. 
Upper Warden, and Sir klris Ftarce. 
Renter Warden, and their ladies at 
the annual dinner held last night at 
Armoury House. Mr C. Douglas 
Woodward and Mr Paul Harris also 
spoke. The Masters of the Carpen¬ 


ters'. Masons'. Pavkws' and Plumb¬ 
ers’. Companies and ihrir ladies were 
among those presoiL 
Cran paHy of Q arte red Acroruaants 
in England and Wales 
Mr G.H. KinganiH Master of the 
Company of Chartered Accountants 
in England and Wales, presided. 
assisted by Mr W.K. Gardener. 
Senior Warden, and Mr D.T. Young. 
Junior Warden, at the spring dinner 
hdd last night at Drapers' Hal], Lord 
Saye and Sele. the Senior Warden, 
and Mr APJ*. Barnes. City Remem¬ 
brancer, also spoke. 

During the dinner, tin Master 
made a presentation to the Associ¬ 
ation for Research into Stammering 
in Children, his Chosen charity, and 
presented the annual awards to 
students from foe Institute of Char¬ 
tered Accountants in England and 
Wales, the Guildhall University and 
foe Oty University Busines Schooi. 

The Ambassador of Slovenia, the 
Masters and Clerks of foe Cooks'. 
Wooimen's and Information Tech¬ 
nologists’ Companies, the Ctak of tbe 
Cutlers’Company and the Immediate 
Past Master of foe Drapers' Com¬ 
pany were among foe guests. 

Durham Castle Society 
Former students of University Coljfe 
ege. Durham, attended the annual 
reunion dinner of foe Durham Casde 
Society in foe Great Hall of Durham 
Castle on Saturday, April IS. 1998. 
The Master. Dr E.C. Salthouse. 
presided, and foe toast to the college 
was proposed by Mr John Hollier. 


BMDS: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


TRADE; 0171 481 1982 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 
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Ernest Neal, MBE. badger 
expert biologist and 
sdioolmaster. died on April 5 
aged 86. He was born on 
May 20,1911. 

K nown as “the Badger 
Man". Ernest Neal was 
to badgers what Gavin 
Maxwell was to otters. 
The sight of badger cubs playing in 
a Cotswold wood in 1936 inspired a 
lifelong study of the species. He 
wrote authoritative books on them 
and in 1952 he made the first film of 
badgers in the wild. But his interest 
. in wildlife was much wider than his 
^ sobriquet would suggest. He had a 
successful career as a schoolmas¬ 
ter, becoming head of science, a 
housemaster and second master at 
Taunton School. 

Ernest Gordon Neal was bom in 
Boxmoor. Hens, where his father, 
the Rev Frederick Neal, was Baptist 
minister. He was the youngest of 
four children brought up in mater¬ 
ial and spiritual austerity. “No 
compromises were tolerated on 
moral issues," Ernest Neal later 
wrote. But there were breaks from 
the somewhat oppressive religios¬ 
ity. Ernest Neal'S interest in nature 
was kindled by his father's breed- 
{ ing butterflies: his mother Marga- 
• ret taught him the names of wild 
flowers. 

In 1917 the Neals moved to 
London: the father had become 
minister of York Road Baptist 
Church in Battersea. After kinder¬ 
garten and various prep schools. 
Ernest Neal went to Taunton 
School where his form master. Dr 
Watson, was a botanist and an 
international authority on lichens. 

Neal would have liked to be a 
doctor, but there was no money to 
pay for such a course, so he decided 
to teach biology. The cheapest way 
to get a degree was to attend a 
polytechnic. At Chelsea Polytechnic 
the head of zoology was Christo¬ 


pher Henischel. the son of one 
of the characters in Jerome K. 
Jerome's Three Men in a Boat. He 
encouraged Neal la apply for one of 
the three continuation scholarships 
°*™* *he college - which 
enabled Neal to scrape by. 

Neal formed a naturai history 
society at the college, at one 
meeting of which a film of g an nets 
by Humphrey Hewer and Julian 
Huxley was shown. It heightened 
Neal's interest in photography and 
later he was to make a film with 
Hewer. While at Chelsea he be¬ 
came engaged to a fellow student, 
Helen Elizabeth (Betty) Thompson: 
they married in 1937. 

After graduating with a London 
University degree in botany, zoolo¬ 
gy and chemistry. Neal did a year's 
research at Chelsea, under 
Henischel. In 1936 he applied to be 
biology master at Rendromb Coll¬ 
ege, near Cirencester. The head¬ 
master. Denis Lee-Browne, inter¬ 
viewed him over a restaurant 
hutch. There was a foreign body in 
Neal’s soup. Lee-Browne asked 
him what he thought it was. "‘A leg 
of a cockroach, sir.’ I replied 
without hesitation. As a biologist 
himself, he was able to confirm my 
identification." Neal got the job. 

ft was in the woods near the 
school that he had his first sighting 
of badger cubs. The next night, he 
went back to photograph them with 
a Zeiss plate camera and magne¬ 
sium flares. During the war he 
registered as a conscientious objec¬ 
tor. on religious grounds. A tribu¬ 
nal rejected his plea: but at his 
medical examination for the ser¬ 
vices he was pm into the lowest 
grade because he had suffered from 
duodenal ulcers. So he stayed at the 
school, where the beys were en¬ 
couraged to “dig for victory". With 
senior pupils. Neal analysed the 
stomach contents of a dead badger 
(a diet of worms). He was also 
studying the mating habits of 



badgers: his findings on the ani¬ 
mals* reproductive cycle were 
among his most significant contri¬ 
butions to science. 

After the war he took up the post 
of his old biology teacher. Dr 
Watson, at Taunton School. The 
freezing winter of 1946-47 brought 
him the bodies of many incautious 
badgers for dissection. He pub¬ 
lished his first books. Exploring 
Nature with a Camera (1946) and 
77ze Badger (1947). The badger 
book, one of a memorable Collins 
scries on wildlife, brought him 
several invitations to broadcast. 
When Richard Dimbleby brought 
the Down Your Way programme to 
Taunton in 1952, he was happy to 
include (as Neal wryly put it) 
"an eccentric schoolmaster who 
watched badgers at night". 

In 1952 Neal made a film about 
badgers with Humphrey Hewer, 
using the grounds of his brother 
William Keith Neal’s large house 
near Warminster as his location. 
Gradually the badgers became 
used to lights and camera noise. 
The film was shown on television in 



Ernest NeaJL “the Badger Man", and one of his nocturnal photographs of his shy friends 


1952. accompanied by an on-screen 
discussion with Sir Peter Scott as to 
how it hod been made. Also in 1954. 
Neal was co-founder of the Mam¬ 
mal Society, which aimed to bring 
professional scientists and amateur 
naturalists together. 

In 195S he had become a 
housemaster at Taunton School, 
and in 1960 he was made second 
master as deputy to John Leathern, 
(in that year. too. he was awarded 
his PhD by London University.) 
John Rae, later Head Master of 
Westminster School, who succeed¬ 
ed Leathern as Headmaster of 
Taunton School in 1966. aged 34, 


was grateful for Neal's experience 
and advice. Like the universities, 
schools were suffering from "stu¬ 
dent unrest". Boys were refusing to 
talk to masters at lunch or to sing 
hymns at compulsory chapel. 
"Many schools panicked." Rae 
recalled. "But Ernest was a won¬ 
derful guide and mentor. He used 
his experience to help me not put 
too many feet wrong.” 

During the 1960s Neal managed 
to travel a lot. From 1962 onwards 
he visited Africa, 23 times, carrying 
out research in Uganda on the 
banded mongoose, and acted as a 
guest lecturer for Swan Hellenic 


and Ecosafaris. His book Uganda 
Quest was published in 1971. On 
Safari in Africa: A Background 
Guide appeared in 1991. With his 
son Andrew, who was to become 
head of the Natural History Unit at 
BBC Bristol, he made a filming ex¬ 
pedition to the Goto Don ana nature 
reserve in southern Spain. The film 
showed five ecosystems at work. 

In the 1970s Neal campaigned to 
protea badgers from landowners 
who were gassing them and from 
fanners who wanted to destroy 
badgers when tuberculosis spread 
among them and they were thought 
to be passing it on to cattle. Some 


felt he was unable to be objective 
where badgers were concerned: he 
was almost an honorary badger. In 
an interview with The Sunday 
Telegraph’s magazine which ap¬ 
pealing under the appalling head¬ 
line “Snout to make a fuss about” 
(marginally more dreadful than the 
pithy summary of his career as 
"Game sett and match"), he said: 
“I'm a scientist, not a sentimentalist 
... But in the areas where the 
badger does no harm the animal 
should be protected — and I shall 
fighi to see that it is." He helped 
amend Lord Arran’S Bill to protea 
badgers, which became law in 1973. 

He retired from Taunton School 
in 1971. He and Betty moved first to 
Milverton, eight miles from Taun¬ 
ton. then to Bedford, where they 
shared a big house with their son 
David and his family. Another son. 
Keith, by now head of science at 
Harrow County School, helped 
him to write a biology textbook for 
O-level candidates. His autobiogra¬ 
phy. The Badger Man: Memoirs of 
a Biologist, appeared in 1994. He 
took an active role in the Somerset 
Trust for Nani re Conservation. 

In a foreword to one of Neal'S 
books on badgers, his friend Sir 
David Attenborough paid tribute to 
his life’s work: "A few people, for 
varying reasons, have become so 
closely identified with a British 
animal that the name of one 
instantly recalls the name of the 
other. John Peel with the fox: 
Thomas Muffet, the 17th-century 
doctor naturalist whose little 
daughter so injudiciously sat on a 
tuffeu with spiders: and Sir Peter 
Scott with wildfowl. The name 
Ernest Neal is linked permanently 
with badgers." 

In 1966 Neal was presented with 
the Stamford Raffles Award of the 
Zoological Society of London. He 
was appointed MBE in 1976. 

He is survived by his wife Betty 
and their three sons. 


JOHN WILBRAHAM 


John WTTbraham, 
trumpeter, died from 
kidney failure on April 6 
aged 53. He was born on 
April 15.1944. 

FOR the ambitious young 
trumpeter in early 1980s, two 
players loomed large: the 
French virtuoso Maurice An- 
dr£ and John Wilbraham, 
whose career spanned three 
decades. His uniquely big 
sound and facility an the 
higher pitched trumpets — he 
rarely played the standard Bb 
— allowed him to-move with 
versatility from Bach to 
Bruckner and from Boulez to 
the Beatles (he appears on The 
Magical Mystery Tour). 

Most notably, perhaps, he 
was prinripal trumpet of the 
BBC Symphony Orchestra 
under Pierre Boulez and then 
Gennady Rozhdestvensky. 
But for "many years he also 
■performed and recorded with 
both the Academy of St Mar- 
rin-in-the-Fields under Neville 
Marriner. and the English 
Chamber Orchestra under 
Raymond Leppard. He 
played for Karl Richter's Mu¬ 



nich Bach Orchestra and ap¬ 
peared as a guest prinripal 
with the Vienna Philhar¬ 
monic. He was also a member 
of the Philip Jones Brass 
Ensemble between 1966 and 


1971. At the end of the 1980s he 
was for two yeans co-principal 
trumpet of the Phiiharmonia 
Orchestra. 

He recorded many scores 
for radio and film (including 


Diamonds are Forever in 1971 
and The Man Who Would be 
King in 1975). Fbr television he 
played Geoffrey Burgon’s 
trumpet theme for Granada's 
1981 adaptation of Brideshead 
Revisited. 

John Wilbraham was bom 
in Bournemouth. Having 
picked up a trumpet relatively 
late, at the age of 14, he worked 
out the fingerings and was 
playing at the local fete within 
a week. Sunday lunchtimes in 
his youth were spent playing 
Dixieland jazz in die pubs of 
South London suburbs. His 
formal training came at the 
Royal Academy of Music, 
1962-65, where he was award¬ 
ed the Silver Medal of the 
Worshipful Company of Mus¬ 
icians. He then continued his 
studies with Maurice Andrt in 
Paris. 

From the age of 23, Wilbra¬ 
ham recorded and performed 
the solo repertoire, and his 
playing inspired a number of 
new works written especially 
fbr him. Secure in the trum¬ 
pet's upper register, he was a 
pioneer of period instrument 
practice, playing on the natu- 
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ral trumpet However, it was 
as a brilliant performer of 
Baroque music on the modem 
piccolo trumpet that he se¬ 
cured his reputation. 

A fellow of the Royal Acad¬ 
emy of Music, Wilbraham 
had also been professor of 
trumpet there. He held teach¬ 
ing positions at die Birming¬ 
ham School of Music, the 
Royal Military School of 
Music {Kneller Hall), with die 
National Youth Orchestra and 
at Wells Cathedra] School. He 
also ran an ad hoc private 
teaching practice in the base¬ 
ment of Phil Parker Ltd, in the 
days when that family firm 
ran a specialist brass shop in 
small premises in Chiitern 
Street, Wl. Students would 
emerge dutching scraps of 
manuscript psqjer on which he 
had written his method; it was 
very simple, very logical and 

— if you had faith and 
practised — it worked. His 
lessons were unconventional. 
The pupil might play only a 
handful of notes, yet be would 
leave the room feeling much 
more positive and armed with 
knowledge. 

WObraham left London in 
1991 and made his home in 
Wells, Somerset In late 1993 
he was very ill with kidney 
failure and nearly died. Mod¬ 
est almost to the point of pride, 
he was greatly flattered by the 
attention he received, but he 
never fully recovered. His 
career became a shadow of 
what it had been — Gilbert 
and Sullivan in Yeovil is a 
long way from Bach in Vienna 

— and for a man addicted to 
the trumpet this was difficult 
to endure. 

Yet admirers willingly 
made pilgrimages to see and 
hear him. and he enjoyed a lot 
of contact with a small num¬ 
ber of friends and former 
students. He was fond of 
putting the right people in 
touch with one another. He 
worked with two of his former 
pupDs on a book about his 
teaching method which will be 
published shortly, putting his 
common sense approach into 
print He also gave a lot of 
time and support to Alcoholics 
Anonymous in the West Coun¬ 
try and in London. He had not 
drunk for 16 years. 

He was divorced from the 
harpist Susan Drake. He had 
no children. 


THE REV JOHN COVENTRY 


The Rev John Coventry. 

SJ, Provincial of the 

British Jesuits, 1958-64, 
died on April 9 

aged 83. He was born on 
January 2L1915. 

JOHN COVENTRY was a 
powerful presence in the pro¬ 
fessional and academic life of 
the Jesuits for half a century. 
At 43 he was the youngest ever 
Provincial of the English Prov¬ 
ince of the Society of Jesus. He 
was a theologian, writer, 
classical scholar and gifted 
raconteur, and his thinking 
was often distinctly in advance 
of his time. 

He was the only Jesuit to 
become, in 1976, Master of St 
Edmund's House, Cam¬ 
bridge. which was established 
by the 15th Duke of Norfolk in 
1896. By die time of his retire¬ 
ment in 1985 he had secured its 
future, moving the college into 
the control of its Master and 
Fellows. 

John Joseph Seton Coventry 
was born in Kent while his 
father Bernard Seton Coven¬ 
try was on leave from his job 
as a mapmaker for govern¬ 
ments in Eastern Europe and 
Asia. The Seton Coventrys 
were pan of the far-flung 
family oF the Earls of Coven¬ 
try. John Coventry himself 
was a direct descendant of the 
6th Earl and had the same 
slim build and aristocratic 
profile. 

His branch of the family 
became Roman Catholics 
through the Oxford Move¬ 
ment, the 19th-century reli¬ 
gious grouping which aimed 
originally to revive Catholic 
thought and practice within 
the Church of England. John 
Coventry’s great grandfather 
— an Anglican reaor in 
Hampshire — joined the 
movement (subsequently, like 
Newman and Manning, de¬ 
fecting to Rome). 

This caused a great deal of 
family anguish, and the for¬ 
mer rector eventually took 
himself off whh his wife and 
children to France. He and his 
descendants lived at Dinard, 
near St Male, for two genera¬ 
tions. but one of his sons 
married Emily Weld of Lul- 
worth Castle. She came from 
a family of large landowners 
in Dorset and Lancashire 
who gave their ancestral 
estate, Stonyhurst near Pres¬ 


ton, for the founding of a 
Jesuit public school. John Cov¬ 
entry himself went there be¬ 
fore going on to Campion 
Hall, the Jesuit house in Ox¬ 
ford, where he took a first in 
Greats. 

Although a very quiet man, 
Coventry liked people who 
spoke out in strong, prophetic 
voices. The French theologian 
Yves Congar, whom Pope 
John Paul II made a cardinal, 
was a special favourite. He 
had been severely criticised by 
Rome in the 1950s and 1960s 
for his progressive theolog¬ 
ical views only to have them 
incorporated, bit by bit in 
Vatican statements of the 
1970s and 1980s. Others who 
inspired him were Heldar 
Camara of the huge and 
impoverished diocese of Recife 
in Brazil and Archbishop Os¬ 



car Romero of San Salvador, 
gunned down at his own 
cathedral altar in 1980. 

Coventry’s first major job 
was as Prefect of Studies (and 
then as Rector) of the Roman 
Catholic public school Beau¬ 
mont College, Windsor. It was 
a time when Jesuits were far 
more numerous than they are 
today and he involved many of 
them in teaching there (as well 
as bringing in lay staff, feel¬ 
ing they, too. had a contribu¬ 
tion to make). 

One of his surprises on 
becoming Provincial of the 
English Province of the Soc¬ 
iety of Jesus in 1958 was the 
extent of the foreign travel 
that it involved. The province 
has considerable commit¬ 
ments in Centra] America. He 
also travelled to its missions in 


Zimbabwe. Kenya and South 
Africa. No one in the Order 
is allowed to occupy any sen¬ 
ior post for more than six 
years, and he was only 49 
when he completed his tour as 
Provincial. 

In 1968. with Canon Martin 
Reardon, he founded the As se¬ 
dation of Inter-Church Fami¬ 
lies. Ttus is a body set up for 
tiie support of church families 
seeking help in their marri¬ 
ages and family lives over 
difficulties arising from Chris¬ 
tian divisions. It has assisted 
several thousand people 
nationwide. A few weeks be¬ 
fore his death. Coventry wrote 
to a friend: “The Assodation 
was the devotion of my life." 

His second responsibility — 
and also one which he took 
very seriously — was further¬ 
ing ecumenism. Cardinal 
Heenan had appointed him 
secretary to the Catholic bish¬ 
ops on the Ecumenical Com¬ 
mission and he took to the task 
with enthusiasm. After a day 
spent teaching dogmatic theol¬ 
ogy at Heythrop College 
(where he served as a lecturer 
from 1965 to 1976) he would set 
oft at speed in a battered old 
red Mini to talk to groups —of 
many denominations — all 
over the country. He never 
lacked invitations. 

Coventry had his detractors 
— and he suffered at least one 
humiliation. This occurred 
when Cardinal Heenan 
wished to change the chair¬ 
man of the Ecumenical Com¬ 
mission, who had been in the 
job for some years. Several 
influential conservative bish¬ 
ops were unhappy about the 
change and would not agree 
unless the commission’s more 
liberal secretary was also re¬ 
placed. In the end. both men 
went Although he never 
showed iL Coventry was deep¬ 
ly hurt. 

Reading was an abiding 
passion, especially the poetry 
of R. S. Thomas. He also took 
to classical music when in his 
sixties. Best of all, he liked a 
party. The one he probably 
enjoyed most was that given 
for his 80th birthday at the 
Cardinal pub near Westmin¬ 
ster Cathedral. It finished with 
Coventry (known to ail those 
there as "Cov") giving an 
amusing thumbnail sketch of 
each of the 30 guests, without 
a note. 


NO ANTI-CLIMAX 
FOR B.B.C.2 

Nobody would have been to blame if the 
delayed opening of B.B.C. 2 last night had 
been flatly anri-dimatic. In the event, how¬ 
ever, Messrs. John Stone and Denis Tuoby 
opened the proceedings with the relaxed air of 
men unperturbed by the fact that they are 
sure to be accused of making history, and 
Line-up, on this occasion a rather pointless 10 
minutes, gave (hem an opportunity to make 
themselves known. 

They made way for The Alberts' Channel 
Too. a derisively nostalgic celebration patched 
up out of film old and new. bringing all sorts 
of people — not all of them sdU living — to an 
opening ceremony which they apparently 
imagined to be taking place at the Albert 
Memorial and which took the form of an 
illustrated lecture on the history of electronic 
communications lugubriously delivered by 
Mr. Ivor Culler. Not perhaps, everybody's 
idea of fun but dever and in many respects 
unusual 

No one could accuse Cob Porter's Kiss Me, 


ON THIS DAY 

April 22,1964 


BBC2 vm conceived as a cultural 
channel for the minority; fortunately it 
has not lost that crusading spirit . 


Kate of being unusual and its inclusion in the 
opening programme seems to demonstrate a 
laudable intention to provide something for 
everybody while paying topical homage to 
Shakespeare. A skilful production by Mr. 
David Askey never allowed the stage picture 
to spread out of the cameras; Miss Patricia 
Morisot and Mr. Howard Keel repeated their 
stage success with all their expected charm. It 
was z pity that Miss Mil Ikon Martin, the 
Lois-Bianca, was expected to sound an 
occasional note of pathos, but her vigorous, 


cheerful or comic duties were performed with 
zest. 

Advance publicity did Mr. Arkady Raikin. 

the Russian comedian, an injustice by 
suggesting that he is, so to speak, a side- 
splitter. He is fundamentally a character actor 
basing his work upon meticulous, sympa- 
Ihetic observation of all manner of people. His 
humour is gentle, and tends to find pathos as 
well as amusement in the activities of others. 
Variations of costume and the minimum of 
make-up is all that he needs to assist him, 
and. with a perfectionist's courtesy, he had 
relearned a good deal of his act in English. 
Mr. Rai kin’s colleagues, of the Leningrad 
Miniature Theatre, are obviously neat and 
skilful but the act is almost exclusively his. 
The only survivors oT the scheduled Tuesday 
programming were the ever-young Mr. Duke 
Ellington and his Orchestra. There was, loo, 
news provided by a team of reporters and 
therefore apparently more informal than 
television news has been in the past 
Throughout the evening, 625 lines provided 
sharply defined pictures and a perhaps 
illusory sense of .greater depth than we have 
been accustomed ta 
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Britain accepts uranium shipment 

■ A load of nuclear weapons-grade uranium is due to be flown 
from the former Soviet republic of Georgia to Scotland this 
week after a secret deal between Tony Blair and President 
Clinton to prevent it falling into the hands of terrorists. 

Britain agreed to take the uranium — which will be 
reprocessed at Dounreay and used to make medical isotopes 
for cancer treatments — after two years of negotiation foiled to 
find a home for it in Russia, America or France-Rage I 

Nanny may face murder charge 

■ An Australian nanny is likely to be charged with murder or 
manslaughter after a six-month-old girl left in her care died 
yesterday. Marcel Jongen and his wife Murial were at their 
daughter Caroline’s bedside in the paediatric intensive-care 
unit at Great Ormond Street Hospital when, she died.. Page I 


Channel strike 

French seamen caused huge dis¬ 
ruption to channel ferry traffic 
when they went on strike in 
support of a colleague who had 
been disciplined over drug 
charges-Page 1 

Car pay deal 

VauxhaU has offered its 9,800 UK 
workers a radical package that 
will link their pay to the strength 
of the pound against the German 
mark-Page I 

Cook fights back 

Robin Cook will tonight relaunch 
his political career with the first of 
a series of keynote speeches to 
mark the first anniversary of the 
Labour government-Page 2 

McCartney tribute 

Sir Paul McCartney told of his 
“total heartbreak” at the death of 
his wife. Linda, as he paid his 
own emotional tribute to the 
woman he described as “the love 
of my life”-Page 3 

Smear test failure 

Mistakes and sloppiness across 
the cervical smear testing system 
are putting women’s lives at risk, 
said the National Audit 
Office___Page 4 

Murdoch separation 

Rupert Murdoch has separated 
from his wife Anna one week 
before their 31st wedding anni¬ 
versary. Mrs Murdoch. 53. will 
remain on the board of The News 
Corporation-Page 5 


*PoW anger 

Former British prisoners-of-war 
of the Japanese promised a series 
of public demonstrations during 
next month’s state visit by Emper¬ 
or Akihito_Page 6 

Witness conference 

The magistrate investigating the 
death of Diana, Princess of 
Wales. wQl summon witnesses to 
Paris in June in a final attempt to 
hammer out a definitive version 
of events-_Page 7 

Boost for summit 

The London summit on the Mid¬ 
dle East was given an important 
boost when Binyamin Netanyahu 
promised to hold face-to-face 
talks with the Palestinian leader, 
Yassir Arafat_Page II 

Equine rescue squad 

Bosnian stud workers thanked 
British soldiers for highlighting 
the plight of their Lippizaner 
horses, some of which have been 
sold to farmers to pull carts and 
others have been eaten—Page 12 

Abortion victory 

A Chicago jury has found that 
two anti-abortion groups violated 
federal anti-racketeering laws by 
conspiring to close clinics 
through violence_Page 13 

Dockers rejoice 

Jubilant Australian dockworkers 
enjoyed a dramatic reversal of 
fortune when the Federal Court 
ordered Patrick Stevedores to re¬ 
instate 2,000 workers_Page 14 








Gunners from the Kings Troop, Royal Artillery, yesterday fire a salute in Hyde Park to mark the 72nd birthday of the Queen 



Pension fine: A City watchdog 
fined Sun Life of Canada £600,000 
plus £125,000 in costs over pensions 
mis-selling after a visit to the 
company _Page 23 

Economy: Eddie George, the Bank 
of England Governor, dropped a 
strong hint that rates have peaked, 
claiming there are “encouraging 
signs” that the economy is slowing 
sufficiently to keep inflation under 
control_Page 23 

In front Ireland has overtaken the 
UK in the world league table of 
economic performance, according 
to an authoritative ranking 
list......___..... Page 23 

Markets: The FTSE100 rose 0.9 to 
5955.0. Sterling fell to 106.3, down 
from $1.6780 to $1.6753 and 
DM3.0248 to DM3.0000-Page 26 I 


Football: Manchester United are 
prepared to bid a British record £18 
million to bring Alessandro Del 
Piero, the finest young Italian for¬ 
ward of his generation, to Old 
Trafford_Page 44 

Cricket: The performance of Dar¬ 
ren Gough in Yorkshire’s 215-run 
victory over Somerset will have 
encouraged David Graveney and 
his England selectors Page 40 

Tennis: Tim Henman lost 6-2. 6-4 
to Galo Blanco, of Spain, in the first 
round of die Monte Carlo Open. 
Blanco, world ranked No 59, was 
never seriously tested_Page 42 

Athletics: Catherina McKieman, 
the favourite to win the women’s 
race in the London Marathon, may 
have men to pace her in a challenge 
for the world record..._Page 39 


Government ignores beef defeat 

■ The Government rejected calls to lift the beef-on-tfte bone 
ban after a Scottish court threw out the first prosecution for 
breach of the regulations. Jim Sutherland, a hotelier, who 
could have faced up to two years in jail, was cleared by Selkirk 
Sheriff Court, which ruled that the regulation under which he 
had been charged was defective and ultra vires ^ - page 1 
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□ General: Northern Ireland and 
western Scotland will be cloudy with 
rain, although brighter weather will 
spread across the west of Northern 
Ireland. Eastern Scotland and the 
western hall of England and Wales wiH 
also be cloudy with rain spreading 
east erratically. Central and eastern 
England win have a warm day with 
hazy sunshine, but heavy showers are 
possible'm the afternoon. Tonight: 
mild, with outbreaks of rain spreading 
east erratically. 

□ London, SE England, E Anglia, 
E Mid hands, E England, Central N 
and NE England: warm, hazy sun¬ 
shine, risk ot heavy showers in 
afternoon. Rain will approach from the 
west late in the day. Moderate 
southeast breeze. Max 18C (64F). 

□ Central S England, W Midlands, 
Channel Isles, NW England, Lake 
District: mainly dry at first but doud 
will thicken later with an increasing 
threat of showers. Moderate to fresh 
southeast breeze. Max 17C (63F). 

□ SW England, S Wales, N Wales, 
Isle of Man: dry in the east at first, but 


Cool duo: Brothers Joel and Ethan 
Coen may be fond of playing practi¬ 
cal in-jokes but when it comes to 
making films like The Big Lebowski 
they are pretty serious — Page 30 
Now booking: Tomorrow is World 
Book Day and Britain is celebrat¬ 
ing with a wealth of high-jinks in 
schools, libraries, shops and hospi¬ 
tals nationwide_Page 31 

Fantasy laid: In his first big show 
rising artist Chris Offfi demon¬ 
strates an impressive range, from 
the notorious elephant dung pic¬ 
tures to brilliantly executed 
flowers-Page 31 

Gold fingers: John Barry, compos¬ 
er of Bond themes galore, gives his 
first concert in 23 years and wins 
three standing ovations from an 
I Albert Hall audience_Page 32 


TOMORROW 


IN THE TIMES 


■ FILMS 
Geoff Brown sees 
Matt Damon in The 
Rainmaker , John 
Grisham’s latest 

■ BOOKS 
World Book Day: 
Tony Blair 
introduces a 
special supplement 


becoming mostly cloudy with out¬ 
breaks of rain spreating from the 
west. Fresh south to southeast 
breeze. Max 15C <59F). 

□ Borders, Edinburgh & Dundee, 
Aberdeen, Moray Firth, NE Scot¬ 
land, Orkney, Shetland: doud and 
patchy rain, but occasional sunny 
spells to the north of high ground. 
Haar possible on the Tayside and 
Aberdeenshire coast Brisk southeast 
wind. Max 14C (57F). 

□ SW Scotland, Qasgow, Central 
Highlands, Argyll, NW Scotland: 
cloudy with outbreaks of rain and 
drizzle. Misty over hills. Fresh south to 
southeast wind. Max 14C (57F). 

□ N Ireland: mostly cloudy with 
patchy rain, becoming brighter in the 
west. Fresh to strong southerly wind. 
Max 14C (57F). 

□ Irish Republic: some sunshine 
but a scattering of heavy showers 
later. Southerly fresh wind. Max 13C 
I55F). 

□ Outlook: more rain in the east, 
brighter but showery In the west. 
Temperatures above average. 


Team spirit Glenn Hoddle has 
hired a faith healer to work with 
the England World Cup football 
squad; Uri Geller plans to hire a 
helicopter and hover above the sta¬ 
diums where the lads are play¬ 
ing ... What about just aiming to 
get the ball into the bade of the net, 
wonders Jason Cowley—Page 16 
Band’s birthday: Shakespeare was 
said to be born on St George's Day. 
April 23, but was he? New informa¬ 
tion makes the claim appear less 

likely-Page 16 

Israel at 50: In the firstof a two-day 
series. Tun Hames charts the 
stormy first 50 years of the Jewish 
State and Christopher Walker talks 
to Josef Burg, a survivor of the 
Holocaust who was there from the 
beginning-Plage 17 


Big bite: Wanner weather in north¬ 
ern Europe is bringing house-eat¬ 
ing insects to England. What is the 
risk and how can householders 
guard against it?-Page 35 


With China headline news in Brit¬ 
ain these days and Stno-British re¬ 
lations on the up and up, Mr Blairs 
Beijing visit could well scupper 
publicity for Hague's Bourne¬ 
mouth bash and bury the Tory 
message. Conspiracy theorists may 
claim a deliberate dash 

— Hong Kong Standard 
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Preview. An amateur cook puts her 
pudding* oo the menu Chef for a 
Night- Channel 4.8.30pm) Review. 
Joe Joseph enjoys the final of Univ¬ 
erse Challenge -Pages 42 43 


Missing presumed dead 

Power may or may not have trav¬ 
elled to new Labour's heads. The 
more immediate question is wheth¬ 
er anything at all lurks inside the 
Conservative cranium— Page 19 

Sanies and the bully 

Artitudes towards bullying in 
school have changed dramatic¬ 
ally in the course of one 
generation-- Page 19 

Over the moonshine 

The latest signing for the England 
football team is a 57 -year-old fattir 
healer- Pa S e 19 


COLUMNS 


SIMON JENKINS 

What did Baroness Thatcher do as 
soon as she left office? She wrote a 
book. What did Mikhail Gork 
achev do? He wrote a book. So did 
Nigel Lawson, so did General 
Schwarzkopf, so did Chris Patten, 

so does everybody-Page 18 

BEN MACINTYRE 
For anyone who has grown accus¬ 
tomed to the Jean-Marie U Pen 
school of extreme right-wing thug¬ 
gery, meeting Bruno M^grec his 
almost cenain successor, is a jolt¬ 
ing experience.Page 18 

ALAN COREN 

Cognisant of the public furore of 
which he is. wiJJy-nilJy. the core, he 
has not shrunk from tackling h 
head-on ... So. whatever might 
follow. 1 yield to no-one in my 
admiration for our brave Lord 

Chancellor.Page IS 

PETER RIDDELL 
The anniversary of Labour's eleo 
tion victory is being marked by an 
orgy of self-justification, starting 
this morning with Robin Cook's 
address to the Social Market 
Foundation.Page 10 


Ernest Neal, biologist: John 
Wflbraham. trumpeter; the Rev 
John Coventry, Jesuit Page 21 

~~ LETTERS 'r” 

Bank access, knowledge and skill: 
South Downs: gay rights; sex of¬ 
fenders; Bishops in Lords: neglect¬ 
ed music; St George: Lord 
Chancellors wallpaper— Page W 


ACROSS 

1 It can help us read awkward 
situation after strike (9). 

6 Bring into play spades (king 6rsd 
to make tricks (5). 

9 Penalty in court for offence (5 )l 

10 Maiden in pan of summer briefly 
goes to river (9). 

11 It could provide a taller side-shoot 

(7). 

12 Half held in enclosure, confined 
to one area (7). 

13 Ring may be risque (43.7). 

17 Ordinary green and gold beds 
(63.6). 

21 Diamond ring maiden found in 
wild shrub (7). 

23 Tremble with struggle to restrain 
naughty child (7). 

25 Fit enough to run Iff). 

26 Some unusual phantoms appear 
in the beginning (5). 

27 Irritable friend of Toad (5). 

Solution to Puzzle No 20771 


Soso ranniiKnsaanffl 
an n a n s n 
HEQ0 HDCiaaSSHOB 
EHcsfflaaBa 
snai3DE3©as assma 
n n o naan 
EGsncnanaHHaoia 
SHBS0[B02i 

□snansHnsomii 
s ffl b ii ana 
hehsb sasaanasa 
GDEHiSOSglll 
fflfflnsHBS&uga sa@s 
d 0 s 0 i a a 
snssssnsHB nsaa 


28 Big noise’s achievement in bridge 
world (5,4). 


DOWN 

1 Vital method of communicating 
most of story to Tom. say (8). 

2 Put on the stand (5). 

3 Time trial organised? Exactly! (9). 

4 For Soots around brae provide 
guide (7). 

5 Run up to a German and do a 
swap (53). 

6 Female’s left oold and stiff (5). 

7 Quit having lost Wood—took off 
quickly (9). 

8 In this way, raise level of spirits? 
( 6 ). 

14 Champion has a game point (9). 

15 Show approval of directors giv¬ 
ing cover for house (9). 

(6 Unusual typeofservice known by 
a marine (8). 

18 Method of feeding began so 
originally (7). 

19 I arrive shattered in holiday 
destination (7). 

20 Support the Queen — if s only 
right (6). 

22 The two year cover provided for 
farmworkers (5). 

24 A Scandinavian keeled over in 


Tunes Two Crossword, page 44 
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Changes to chart below from noon: low 0 and low Q, one complex area of low 
pressure, will move east and fill: low R will move east-northeast and deepen 
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Tesco to 
prepare 
for food 
spending 
to falter 


By Sarah Cunningham 

RETAIL CORRESPONDENT 

l 

TESCO, the leading supermar¬ 
ket group, unveiled bumper 
annual profits but then sought 
to dampen any euphoria by 
issuing a warning that a slow¬ 
down in consumer spending is 
about to hit food sales. 

With clothing and household 
goods retailers already feeling 
the pinch, Tesco expects food to 
be the next victim of the reduc¬ 
tion in spending: “It is finely 
balanced at the moment," An¬ 
drew Higginson, finance direc¬ 
tor, said. The company's same- 
store sales were ahead 6.1 per 
cent in the year to February 28, 
but have since edged back to 5 
percent. 

Pre-tax profits were 11 per 
L cent up at £832 million, while 
the chain has further increased 
its market share from 14.6 to 
15J2 per cenL Terry Leahy, chief 
executive, said the gam had 
come mainly from the smaller 
players m the sector. 

Tesco, which has infuriated 
companies such as Levi 
Strauss by selling their goods 
at a discount in its stores, plans 
to continue with the policy of 
selling branded dothing and 
electrical items on a “when iffs 
gone, it’s gone” basis. More 
space will be availablefor such 
non-food products in the six 
hypermarkets due to open in 
the UK this year. There is 
currently just one Tesco hyper¬ 
market, at Pitsea in Essex. 

The group is set to open the 
same number of hypermarkets 
in Centra] Europe this year, 
three in Hungary, two in the 
Czech Republic and one in 
Poland. 

It is also looking at possibilit¬ 
ies in the Far East particularly 
in Thailand, Taiwan and South 
k Korea. The economies are 
being hit hard, but super¬ 
market businesses often do 
well in a recession, and proper¬ 
ty prices have come righl 
down," Mr Leahy said. He said 
Tesco would consider buying 
an established Far East retailer 
or developing a new business. 

The other area where Tesco, 
which has gearing of just 31 per 
cent, may make acquisitions is 
continental Europe, he said, 
where the development of the 
single market is likely to lead to 
large-scale consolidation in the 
industry. 

Adjusted fully diluted earn¬ 
ings were 26.6p (23.5p) a share 
and the final dividend is 8.05p, 
giving a full-year total of 11.6p 
(I0-35p)- _ 

1 Commentary, page 25 
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Terry Leahy said the increase in Tesco’s leading market share had been won at the expense of the smaller players in the food retailing sector 

Record mis-selling fine 
for Sun Life of Canada 


By Caroline Merrell 

THE Personal Investment 
-Authority (PZA). the regu¬ 
lator. has levied die largest 
fine so far against a company 
because of failures in com¬ 
pensating the victims of pen¬ 
sions misspelling. 

In addition to the record fine 
of £600000. the PIA has also 
charged Sun Life of Canada 
costs of £1250)00. Half the fine 
relates directly to Sun Life of 
Canada policyholders, while 
the other half concerns pen¬ 
sion clients of Confederation 
Life, which was acquired by 
Sun Life of Ca n ada four years 
ago. 

The PIA also reprimanded 


the life insurer over the con¬ 
duct of the review, which is 
part of an industrywide cam¬ 
paign to compensate those 
who were encouraged to give 
up rights to occupational 
schemes and to take out 
personal pensions. 

According to the regulator. 
Sun Life of Canada had failed 
to trace approximately 3.900 
investors for whom there was 
no current address, while 
Confederation Life had relied 
on an external mailing house 
to chase up investors, as well 
as mistakenly omitting 30,000 
rebate-only cases from the 
review. Rebate-only cases are 
where the pension contribu¬ 
tions are simply a rebate of 


national insurance contribu¬ 
tions from the Government . 

The PIA claimed the failings 
were because of a weaknSSs, in 
the plans for carrying out the . 
pensions review project 

Maurice Bates, senior vice- 
president of Sun Life,. 

The company is disappcaqie8\* 
at the size of the fine m relation 
to the charge." The life insurer 
is reviewing 27,000 cases from 
a total of 300,000 personal 
pensions sold. 

Mr Bates said the company 
accepted the findings of the 
regulator, but added he 
thought the size of the fine was 
linked to the financial strength 
of the company's Canadian 
parent The company has E78 


billion under management 
worldwide, including £10 bil¬ 
lion in the UK. 

He saidT'“Qur.' On-gaipg 
commitment as. acknowledged- 
by the WA , ^demonstrated' 
by the feet that since February 
1997 . Suitlife of Canada has 
substantially: increased the re¬ 
sources dedicated to the re¬ 
view. We have some 200 
people, equivalent to 17 per 
cent of head office staff, dedi¬ 
cated to speedy resolution of 
the review." 

Sun Life of Canada has 
made provisions of £171 mil¬ 
lion against pensions mis- 
selling in its accounts. Mr 
Bales refused to comment 
yesterday chi whether it would 


have to raise its mis-selling 
provisions... '. •; 

The pensions review has so 
far fOcuSSK on priority cases of 
: ..m&seUmfr- Earlier this year, 
the Financial Services Author- 
. ity, die new super regulator, 
extended the scope of the review 
to indude non-priority cases. 
Mr Bales said that £40 million 
of the £171 million provision 
was to cope with the extension 
of the review. Some analysts 
believe industry provision will 
have to double to cope with 
non-priority, or Phase 11, cases. 

The latest fine brings the 
total levied against companies 
that failed to property com¬ 
pensate victims of pension 
mis-selling to £3 million. 
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Governor 
hints that 
rates have 
peaked 

By 1 Alas dai r Murray 
ECONOMICS CORRESPONDENT 

EDDIE GEORGE last night 
dropped a strong him that 
interest rates have peaked, 
claiming there are "encourag¬ 
ing signs" that the economy is 
beginning 10 slow sufficiently 
to ensure that inflation re¬ 
mains under control. 

The comments by the Gov¬ 
ernor of the Bank of England 
will offer hope to manufactur¬ 
ers that the pound is set to 
continue its decline from re¬ 
cent nine-year highs. 

Mr George told the 
Cranfield University Business 
School of Management that 
while he appreciated the 
“hammering” exporters are 
taking because of the pound's 
high level, sterling’s strength 
had provided more time for 
the fiscal and monetary tight¬ 
ening already in place to feed 
through to the economy. 

However, he refused to ex- 
ptidtly rule out a further rise. 
He said that the Monetary 
Polity Committee could not be 
“blessed with perfect fore¬ 
sight" and that it was natural 
at this stage of the cycle for 
disagreements to emerge over 
the need for a “marginal 
further tightening". 

The pound slid two and a 
half pfennigs against the mark 
to dose at DM3.00, some 10 
pfennigs below the nine-year 
peak reached last month. On 
its trade weighted index, ster¬ 
ling slipped from 107.0 to 
1063. Dealers said the pound 
had lost ground because unex¬ 
pectedly strong German mon¬ 
etary data had revived 
speculation that the Bundes¬ 
bank might raise interest rates 
before monetary union. 

There was little support from 
i nflati on figures that showed 
underlying inflation, which ex¬ 
dudes mortgage interest pay¬ 
ments. remaining at Z6 per cent 
in March, just above its target 
level. Headline inflation reach¬ 
ed an annual rate of 33 per cent 
against 3.4 per cent in February. 
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FTSE100- 5955.0 (+09) 
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London dose$30X25 ($307.65) 
* denotes midday trading price 


GKN lands £2bn 
consortium deal 

A EUROPEAN consortium 
that includes GKN, the UK 
engineering company, has 
won £2 billion contract to 
develop and manufacture a 
new generation of armoured 
vehicles. 

The consortium also in¬ 
cludes Kraus-Maffd and 
RheiiunecalL of Germany, 
and Giat of France. It outbid a 
second group, called TEAM 
International, whose mem¬ 
bers included Vickers and 
Airis, both of Britain. 


GEC buys US group for $1.4bn 


By Carl Mortished. international business editor 


GEC has agreed to buy Tracor 
Inc. an American defence elec¬ 
tronics business, for a total of 
$1.4 billion (about £800 mil¬ 
lion). 

A GEC subsidiary is mak¬ 
ing a $40-a-share cash tender 
for Tracers shares, which 
trade on Nasdaq. Tracor will 
form part of GEC-Marconi's 
defence electronics business, 
adding an order book worth 
$32 billion at the end of 


December, revenues of $13 
billion and operating profits of 
$102 million. GEC said the 
deal would enhance earnings. 

Tracor marks the first US 
acquisition since Lord Simp¬ 
son of Dunkeld outlined his 
dual strategy of expanding in 
Europe and the United States. 
Yesterday, he said: “We have 
to bear in mind that the US is 
the largest and most technical¬ 
ly advanced marker. In gener¬ 


al terms the Europeans are a 
generation behind the Ameri¬ 
cans in digital battlefield 
technology." 

Lord Simpson said Tracor*5 
strengths were in the software 
and information technology 
used in smart weapons, while 
GEC-Marconi's strengths 
were in sensors. The company 
believes that combining the 
two businesses will create a 
platform to develop technol¬ 


ogy for the “virtual soldiers" of 
the future. Lord Simpson said: 
"That is the way defence is 
going." 

The Tracor deal provides 
further evidence of the pres¬ 
sure for consolidation in the 
defence sector. 

It follows last week's tie-up 
between Westland and 
Agusta. part of Finmeccanica, 
the state-controlled Italian 
group. 


James 


Ireland leapfrogs UK in Shell breaks ranks in 
competitiveness league global warming rift 


By Alasdajr Murray 

ECONOMICS CORRESPONDENT 


? .LAND has overtaken the UK in 
world league table of economic 
Dimance, according to an authori- 
e ranking list published yesterday. 

ie UK slipped from llth to 12th 
_. while Ireland climbed from 15th 
Ith in the annual competitiveness 
ie compiled by the International 
'ritute of Management Develop- 

small decline in the UK'S 


performance, which follows a climb 
from 19th last year, was attributed to 
the strength of the pound, which 
harmed the country’s competitiveness. 
Ireland’s strong economic growth rate 
and increasing internationalisation 
has helped it rise up the table. _ 

The USA topped the league with the 
IMD saying only complacency or a 
major swekmarket crash could threat¬ 
en a situation that is “historically 
exceptional" Japan, however, slipped 
from ninth to 18th as its economic 
problems worsened. 


By Carl Mortished 

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS EDITOR 

SHELL has cancelled its membership 
of Global Climate Coalition, a US 
energy industry lobby group, because 
it disagrees with the organisation's 
aggressive campaign against mea¬ 
sures aimed at reducing global 
warming. 

The move by. the world's largest oil 
company follows BFs resignation 
from the organisation a year ago and 
exposes a widening rift between Euro¬ 


pean and American oil companies over 
the issue of carbon dioxide emissions. 

The pressure group—based in Wash¬ 
ington and counting Exxon and Mobil 
among its members — opposes imple¬ 
mentation in the US of Kyoto summit 
targets for cutting greenhouse gases. It 
has called attempts to cut US CO 2 
emissions “economic disarmament". 

Mark Moody-Stuart. Shell chairman, 
said there were enough indications to 
j ustify precautionary action on COa- 

Commentaury, page 25 


Capel welcomes 
Private Clients. 

We are one of the leading investment 
managers for private clients. 

'Our investment strategy is formulated 
at the highest level but your portfolio is 
personalised to your own unique needs, 
not pooled with thousands of others. 

As well as tailor-made portfolios, we offer 
something more. Your own portfolio manager 
with whom you can meet or talk any time of day. 
Together with the professionalism you would 
expect from a member of the HSBC Group, one 
of the leading banking and financial services 
organisations in the world. 

The Private Client Specialist 


M&C Saatchi sells a night at the opera 


By Jason Nissfc 


James Capel Investment Management 


0 THE financially troubled 

Royal Opera House—whose 
chiefexecutive, 
resigned last month after less 
than a year in the job-has 
aimed for help Jo M&C 
Saatchi, the advertising 
aSncy headed by J crf 
Saatchi and his brother 

^ iSeagpncy has been draft¬ 
ed in bv Judy Graham, the 

new head of marketing who 
^ pointed by Ms AJIen. 

In February Ms Allen fired 
Lord Saatchi: using raui« '■ennw. r 


Keith Cooper, the head of 
publicity at the ROH whose 
sacking of a subordinate was 
caught on camera by the 
BBC The incident was then 
shown as part of the 1996 
documentary about the RHO. 
The House. 

The chief executive's pos¬ 
ition is currently vacant, 
putting more pressure on Sir 
Colin Southgate, the newly 
appointed chairman. He is 
also executive chairman rtf 
EMI. the music company that 


is reported to be in discus¬ 
sions with Seagram, the Ca¬ 
nadian drinks and enter¬ 
tainment business, about an 
agreed bid. 

A series of advertisements 
made by M&C Saatchi are to 
run initially on Classic FM 
and are aimed at drumming 
up business for the ROH’s 
current series at the Albert 
Hall — the opera house in 
Covent Garden being dosed 
for refurbishment and not 
doe to reopen unto next year. 


M&C Saatchi is hoping to 
attract a wider audience for 
die ROH. winning some of 
the middle class customers 
who tend to feel more com¬ 
fortable at its rival, the Eng¬ 
lish National Opera. 

The first adverts will pro¬ 
mote La Traviata. which 
M&C Saatchi will describe as 
“a rollercoaster of emotion", 
inviting comparisons with the 
recent comings and goings 
among the executives of the 
opera company. 
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Somerfield 
chief seizes 
Kwik Save 

David Simons, chief exec¬ 
utive of Somerfield, is tak¬ 
ing personal control of the 
newly acquired Kwik Save 
for the next year in a 
boardroom shake-up in¬ 
volving the departure of 
two directors. 

Derek Pretty, finance di¬ 
rector of Kwik Save, is to 
step down. He had been 
guaranteed a boardroom 
position as managing di- 
rector of Kwik Save after 
the £1.7 billion merger with 
Somerfield. David Coles, 
Somerfield’s marketing di¬ 
rector, is also going. He 
had been guaranteed his 
job after the merger. 

Tony O'Neil operations 
director of Somerfield, 
keeps his job and will take 
the same role in Kwik Save, 
reporting to Mr Simons. 

Graeme Bowler, chief ex¬ 
ecutive of Kwik Save, had 
already agreed to retire. 

Overseas deal 

United Overseas Group, 
the distributor of branded 
consumer goods, is paying 
F77S million for Inter- 
trading Agencies Boer- 
sema Beheer, a Dutch dis¬ 
tributor, in its first 
acquisition since Dotation 
a year ago. United yester¬ 
day reported a 13 per cent 
rise in 1997 pre-tax profits, 
to £8.4 million. Adjusted 
earnings per share rose 9 
per cent, to 439p. A 0.76p 
final dividend makes IMp. 

Rouble move 

Chicago Mercantile Ex¬ 
change yesterday launched 
futures and options con¬ 
tracts on the Russian rou¬ 
ble, the first available out¬ 
side Russia. The exchange 
said that the fall in Russian 
inflation from Z324 per 
cent in 1992 to II per cent in 
1997 and the direct invest¬ 
ment pouring into former 
state-run businesses had 
fuelled demand fora hedge 
on the Russian currency. 

Limit buys 

Limit, the Lloyd's of Lon¬ 
don investment trust, is to 
pay £41.1 million for the 35 
per cent interest that it 
does not already own in 
Bankside Insurance Hold¬ 
ings, the Lloyd’s integrated 
vehicle owning Bankside 
Syndicates, a Lloyd’s man¬ 
aging agency. 


TUC chief under fire as cracks 
appear over union recognition 


By Christine Buckley 
industrial correspondent 

THE TUC compromise of¬ 
fered over union recognition 
was yesterday thrown into 
doubt as rifts opened up in the 
trade union movement 

John Monks, general secre¬ 
tary of the TUC, was accused 
by union leaders of overstep¬ 
ping his authority in signal¬ 
ling a willingness to accept 
thresholds for recognition bal¬ 
lots. while the Scottish TUC, 
meeting in Perth, rejected the 
compromise in a unanimous 
vote. The TUC leader had 
hoped to‘establish .a more 
conciliatory position before 
the decision that is expected 
soon from the Prime Minister. 
Union leaders believe they will 
be summoned to No 10 with 
only 24 hours notice. 

Union leaders accused Mr 


Monks of exceeding his au¬ 
thority by publicly stating 
that there should be a thresh¬ 
old of staff in a workplace 
voting in favour of union 
recognition — rather than just 
a majority of those voting — 
before recognition could be 
accepted. The row could cause 
a nit between the unions and 
the Government. 


Rodney Bickerstaff, general 
secretary of Unison, said: 
Tony Blair said in Edinburgh 
of the Scottish referendum 
’there will be no fancy tricks, 
no special majorities — a 
simple majority of those vot¬ 
ing wiU be enough’. I hope he 
feds the same way when he 
puts pot to the White Paper 
Ion union recognition].’’ 


The Government is thought 
likely to endorse employers’ 
demands for a majority turn¬ 
out requirement rather than a 
simple majority in a ballot for 
union recognition. It is also 
expected to back demands 
from the Confederation of 
British Industry that small 
firms be exempted from recog¬ 
nition laws. 


Souter keeps the red flag flying 


TRADE unionists were treat¬ 
ed to a version of the Red Flag 
they hadn’t heard before — 
from the privatised bus and 
rail tycoon Brian Souter, 
chairman of Stagecoach. 

To the delight of delegates 
the former bus conductor 
mocked the Labour of Blair 
and Brown singing: “New 


Labour has a wide appeal tae 
aw [to all] posh an arty” before 
giving a potted history of his 
beginnings in the bus indus¬ 
try and as a member of the 
T&G. “At 18 years I made a 
start, wis in a cauld Decem¬ 
ber." be sang. “A big conduc¬ 
tress said tae me. best be a 
union member. The meetings 


Eurofighter set 
to lose dogfight 
for UAE order 

From Oliver August in new york 


wir at dead o’night the Shop 
Steward be wis dynamite, tut 
boy could he negotiate. He 
could cut the hours and raised 
the rate” Stagecoach, he said 
would always recognise 
unions, finishing his song: 
’It’s kind of yees tae lend an 
ear. But keep the red flag 
flying here’ 

PETER TIBEVNOfl 


THE Eurofighter, built by 
British Aerospace and other 
European defence companies, 
is poised to lose its first big 
sales battle. A $6 billion (£3.6 
billion) order from the United 
Arab Emirates, billed as the 
“sale of the century", is expect¬ 
ed to go to a consortium led by 
Lockheed Martin, the US de¬ 
fence company. 

The order for about 75 planes 
had been a major focus for the 
Eurofighter consortium. But 
US defence insiders are now 
certain that Lockheed has 
clinched a deal for its F-16 
plane. 

Crown Prince Sheik Khalifa 
Bin Zayed Al-Nahyyan will 
visit the White House in May. 
During the visit he is expected 
to announce the deal, allowing 
President Clinton to take some 
of the credit 

Details are believed to have 
been ironed out during a meet¬ 
ing last week between the chief 
of staff of the UAE military and 
William Cohen, the US defence 
secretary, who is in toe Middle 
East. The deal will be a major 


setback for the Eurofighter 
and BAe. During the long 
fight for support Jirom inves¬ 
tors and governments for toe 
European fighter jet, execu¬ 
tives insisted that the F-16 
would be no matph for it and 
that the two planes could not 
be compared. 

A defence analyst in London 
said: "It looks like Eurofighter 
lost That’s bitter. They really 
needed this deal." For Euro¬ 
fighter production to be profit¬ 
able. it needs significant 
foreign sales, he added. 

The setback will hit toe 
Eurofighter .particularly hard 
after the difficulties it has had 
in holding European govern¬ 
ments to their promised or¬ 
ders. In September. Germany 
is likely to elect a government 
of Social Democrats and 
Greens who have opposed toe 
Eurofighter. 

The. Eurofighter is being 
built by companies in Britain, 
Germarpr. Italy and Spain. 
BAe said yesterday that it 
believed no decision had yet 
been made in toe UAE. 




’\ Ci v - -.' ‘ f : :S - 2*’. 

sar 


*- ■ *. :* •. 

mm 

: . 


l ■ 




: - v - : 


■ 


r i* Rit ms 



t \cn 

•' C..VA 


r -—-‘H \ . 


Mail mission: Brian Edwards, left, and Miles Emley 


We make sure they're financially 


Griffin 


is- to 


otected 


For a relatively small firm dealing with some pretty large 
ones h was vital for David that our service offered them a 
watertight financial solution first time. It quickly became 
dear that protection against bad debts and the 
comfort zone it provides was the key to ensuring 
we could meet their requirements precisely. 

If your cash is tied up in invoices and you're tied' 
up trying to make your cashflow, a conversation 
would be mutually beneficial. As a member of the 
HSBC Group, we have the expertise and resources 
it takes to solve even the most difficult of business 
finance problems. 

protection against bad debts 
up to 85% invoice value available within 24 hours 
full credft control service 
services for exporters and importers 
Ladgeriine software and PC at no additional charge 
dedicated Client Service Team 
lifetime Service Guarantee 
all charges agreed in advance 
puts you in control of your finances 
used by some of the UK's fastest growing companies 

So rf. like our clients, you prefer to get on with your business 
while we ensure your finances help rather than hinder you 
call free. 



64 Taking both finance 

AND CREDIT PROTECTION 
r/SANT '.VE weren't 
RESTRAINED 3Y LACK OF 
CASH AND I COULD GET 
SETTER DEALS cRC'.l f.'.V 
SUPPLIERS, CONFIDENT 
THAT WHATEVER HAPPENED 
A 5/G CONTRACT 
WOULDN’T GET US INTO 
TROUBLE THROUGH NOT 
ESING PAID. 9? 



St Ives goes 
shopping 
with £22m 

By Chris Ayres 

ST IVES, the printing group, 
wants to increase its share of 
the booming junk rnafl mar¬ 
ket and has about £22 million 
in cash to help fund 
acquisitions. 

The company yesterday 
reported a 3 per cent rise in 
pre-tax profits, from £23.6 
million to £242 million, for 
toe six months to January 30. 
Turnover fefl 2 per cent to 
£179.6 million, from £183.6 
miDioa. Its acquisition strate¬ 
gy could also call on a 
significant borrowing facility, 
although there were no deals 
in the pipeline. 

Miles Emley. chairman, 
said sales had been affected 
by translating foreign earn¬ 
ings from its overseas opera¬ 
tions. St Ives had not been hit 
by sterling because most of its 
divisions served local mar¬ 
kets, be added. 

Mr Emley said he hoped 
that St Ives, where Brian 
Edwards is managing direc¬ 
tor. would benefit from the 
acquisition by Investcorp of 
its rivals, Waimoughs and 
British Printing Corporation. 
The rationalisation would 
help prices. 

Earnings rose 3 per cent to 
I6.27p a share. The interim 
dividend rises to 3.75p. from 
3.4p, due on June 5. 

Tempos, page 26 
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John Edmonds, general sec¬ 
retary of the GMB union, said: 
“No-one explained 10 me that 
there was a cunning double- 
meaning when 1 sat through 
those long debates on employ¬ 
ment law at toe Labour Party 
conference just before toe elec¬ 
tion ... it all sounds like a re¬ 
writing of history to me." 

Roger Lyons, head of the 
MSF union said that voters 
had not backed “any fine- 
tuning arrangement" of the 

manifesto pledge. He told 
delegates: "Our campaign 
must be intensified over toe 
next few days." 

The demands from the trade 
unions were also backed by 
Ian Davidson, Labour M P for 
Glasgow Pollok and toe secre¬ 
tary of the parliamentary 
trade union group, who said: 
“There was no qualification in 
toe manifesto about size." 


Even more 
over 50s 
not looking 
for work 

By Janet Bush 
ECONOMICS EDITOR 

THE Employment Policy In¬ 
stitute. Britain’s leading lab¬ 
our market think-tank, today 
provides new figures showing 
a dramatic rise in those over 
50 who qre no longer actively 
engaged in looking for work. 

In an article in the EPFs 
latest Employment A udit , Jon¬ 
athan Wadsworth and Paul 
Gregg, both with toe Centre 
for Economic Performance at 
the London School of Econom¬ 
ics, reveal that the proportion 
of men over 50 who are 
“economically inactive" has 
risen from less than 7 per cent 
in 1975 to 28 percent in 1997. 

Mr Gregg, who also serves 
on the Chancellor’s Council of 
Economic Advisers, believes 
that a new deal for the older 
generation should now be put 
firmly on the Government's 
agenda. 

The new research shows a 
dramatic decline in economic 
inactivity among women in 
their child-rearing years. In 
1981,73 per cent of women with 
a youngest child of less than a 
year old were economically 
inactive. By last year, this had 
fallen to less than 50 per cent 

However, toe decrease is 
concentrated among women 
with working partners who 
can afford the childcare that is 
currently on offer. There has 
been little change in the num¬ 
bers of lone mothers or 
women with non-working 
partners who are inactive. 

Janet Bush, page 27 


Prudential decline 
sends shares lower 

DIFFICULTIES Mih its L-jC direct 
the US and ec 9 no ^' r lglire< vesrerdav and sent shares 
Prudential's new’ juntos of this year, sales 

felling 15gj J] 2*up 2 fir cent for 

£ £*}. buI regu,3r 

premiums fell S°£r cent to £1.9 billion 

Total group single t ner cent at £124 million. In 

and regular ££ toe Scottish Amicable 

the UK there was d financial adviser division. 

criticised EffipS** mis-selling scandal, said 
Prudent:al. cn aa. ed uiand the moratorium on recruitment 

Norwich Union boosted 

THE impact of the Budget 

among toe puMic book ed Nonvicn t mo W0rI dwide 

independent financial 
SEE? ffSE UKwhich rose 33 per cent. The new business 
^mSeSinfom Mufvafent of £88 million rose 14 per cm m 

and investment business increased per cent to -45U million. 

BTR buys Italian stake 

BTR, the engineering company, has reeruired Fiat to to list of 
international clients through an agreement to pay 
for a 70 per cent stake in Saisang. an ItaJiaji 1 hat 

produces rubber sealing parts for ears. In Italy. S»‘ 
largest competitor to BTR’s own car sealing division and also 
has factories in China, Poland and France. 11 has assessor £49 
million and last year generated sales of E95 million. BTR has 
toe option to raise its stake in three years' time. 

Support grows for euro 

SUPPORT for toe euro among UK chief executives has risen 
substantially during the past year, a new survey published 
today shows. Over two thirds of UK chief executives believe 
the euro will have a positive impact in Britain compared with 
just 26 per cent a year ago. Francois Charriere. partner in 
charge of European Affairs at Andersen Consulting, said a 
combination of the “Blair effect" and a pragmatic approach to 
the euro had prompted the shift in opinion. 

Sterling worry at Jerome 

JEROME, toe textiles group, has told toe market that its 
margins are being hit by sterling's strength, making it 
“extremely difficult to anticipate toe outcome for the year". The 
warning sent the shares down 2 b p, to 47b p. Pre-tax profi ts for 
the year to December 31. after restructuring cosis, fell from 
£1.14 million to £566,000. Turnover rose by 7 per cent, to £35.7 
million. Earnings per share remained at 5.2p. The final 
dividend rises from 2p to 2J25p, due on June 5, making 3 J75p. 

UCG hit by halt to talks 

SHARES in United Carriers Group fell I4p to 444 p on news 
that merger talks begun after the troubled parcels company 
received an approach on February 24 have lapsed. The 
company experts its results for the first half of the year to 
show a loss, after higher-toan-expected costs and more severe 
disruptions to services than anticipated caused by toe 
repositioning of the UK parcels network as a next day carrier. 
In toe last foil financial year pre-tax profits were £2J million. 

Havelock warning 

HAVELOCK Europa shares fell 25p to 120p. a three-year low, 
after the maker of interiors for shops and banks gave 
warning that its profits margins “have come under severe 
pressure”. It blamed toe soaring pound for toe loss of 
contracts in toe Middle East A slowdown in orders from toe 
Bank of Scotland left 1997 pre-tax profits at £6.02 million, up 
just 2 per cent Earnings were 14.8p (I4.6p) a share. A final 
dividend of 3p makes a 4.75p (4.3p) total. 
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T esco shares slithered 
down a few pence on the 
back of figures that would 
have engendered huge enthu¬ 
siasm were they to be unveiled 
by virtually any other retailer 
Perhaps the reaction was in part 
due to the company’s deliberate 
warning that UK shoppers 
could soon curb their appetites 
but it was an unreasonable 
response. Behind its determ¬ 
ination not to over-excite 
expectations lies a determ¬ 
ination to continue to outstrip 
the competition. 

Terry Leahy's downbeat style 
has occasioned a chorus of 
yawns from profile writers who 
fail to divine any charisma 
behind his obsession, with cus¬ 
tomer service. But who needs 
charisma if he can produce a 
real growth of 4 per cent in a 
market that many had dis¬ 
missed as dose to saturation 
years ago? 

Leahy may favour a quiet 
approach but his enthusiasm for 
his company is every bit as 
intense as was that of Lord 
MacLaurin of Knebworth. who 
annointed him as his successor. 
And Leahy is every bit as driven 
as was MacLaurin to make his 
mark on Tesco. 

Acknowledging that growth 
in the home market will become 
harder is spurring him to look 
abroad and there are strong 
hints that Tesco could soon take 
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Leahy leaps a yawning gap 


*1* Plupge into Asia. Brave 
companies in every sector are 
now viewing the Far East as ripe 
for a bit of bottom fishing, 
buying companies at rock bot¬ 
tom prices in bombed-out mar¬ 
kets. There are still an awful lot 
of people to feed out there and 
Testa'S experience in central 
Europe would be a useful back¬ 
ground to moving into other 
markets where luxury food is 
still little more than a white 
sliced loaf. 

The development programme 
in central Europe is evidence of 
how the potential returns in that 
region are being viewed by the 
number crunchers at Tesco's 
Cheshunt headquarters. The 
company tried France but did 
the sensible thing and sold up 
when the prices of French 
supermarkets reached sky high 
prices. Similarly, it has steered 
clear of the United States, where 
competition keeps profits in 
check. But. despite his caution 
over the prospects for the home 
market, Tesco's growth is not yet 
done. The team that MacLaurin 
assembled has an edge over the 
competition. Sainsbury has not 
yet succeeded in shrugging off 



COMMENTARY 

by our City Editor 


the bureaucracy that built up 
under Lord John's tenure and 
Safeway is in a parlous state 
after years of underinvestment 
Leahy and his men have the 
ideas and the chance to race 
ahead of the competition and 
implement them. Shareholders 
ran afford to overlook the cha¬ 
risma count and concentrate on 
the returns. 

Shell auditions as 
the prodigal son 

C orporate Colonel Blimps 
must be ordering extra 
stiff pink gins at club bars 
all round St James's to get over 
the shock. Who would have 
thought it? Of all the companies 
they thought they could rely cm to 
stand out against the modern 
world, to stand up to the last for 
traditional lack of values, you 


could always be sure of Shell 

Wherever in the world there was 

some sensitive environmental, 
political or social issue. Shell 
would be there, gallantly missing 
the point But the ghastly ru¬ 
mour appears to be true. There is 
no loyalty among dinosaurs 
these days. Even Shell has gone 
over to them, has gone soft has 
cynically opted for survival 

To be sure, there is many a slip 
twixt glossy corporate respon¬ 
sibility strategy and reality. Bui 
Shell has clearly made a commit¬ 
ment Campaigners know that is 
likely to prove much more 
significant than the enthusiasm 
oi pioneers such as Body Shop. 
Somewhere out in lobby land, die 
fatted calf may even be readied if 
Shell acts on such principles. 

After the bruising encounters 
with its customers over the fate of 
the Brent Spar and the unhappy 
state of Ogoniland, Shell nas 


learnt that the good intentions of 
its bureaucrats are not enough. 
In modem marketing, methods 
of production are likely to be as 
important a part of the product 
as its qualities in use. especially 
when the chief product is just a 
branded commodity. 

So credible consultants have 
been called in for a full corporate 
makeover. Shell is far too sophis¬ 
ticated to believe that it can get 
away with a skin-deep PR stunt 
The consultants would have told 
the board anyway. As Body Shop 
and others have discovered, if 
you parade yourself as a good cit¬ 
izen, critics will redouble their e£ 
forts to uncover your pathetic fal¬ 
libility. Unfair as it may be. ac¬ 
countability can intensify contro¬ 
versy rather than dissipate it 

Disaster lies in thinking you 
are right all along and all you 
need to do is communtiate better. 
Unless Shell makes its good 


dozen commitment central to its 
dedsion-making. it will be in 
more trouble. The dividends if 
any. come much later: creating 
goodwill that will persuade cus¬ 
tomers to forgive the mistakes 
any such multinastional is 
bound to make. 

Give an insurer 
abadname... 

S un Life of Canada dearly 
adopted a remarkably 
cavalier attitude to accusa¬ 
tions that it had mis-sold per¬ 
sonal pensions and exhortations 
to compensate the victims. But is 
it reasonable to believe that a fine 
totting up to £725.000 will change 
the way it behaves? 

Company cultures run deep 
and are not changed easily, as 
Sir Peter Davis, chief executive of 
Prudential, knows only too well. 
His organisation has escaped 
being fined by the lucky 
happenstance — or was it fore- 



& 


__regulat 

the SIB rather than the P1A. 


Pru was slow in sating 
about righting the pension 


wrongs h had wrought but is 
now determinedly doing so. 
More radically, it is also intent 
on changing attitudes through¬ 
out the organisation, not for fear 
of fines but because of a per¬ 
ceived threat to its business. 

The bad publidty meted out by 
the stridently "naming and 
shaming" Treasure minister. 
Helen Liddell may be beginning 
to influence customers. 

More crucially, financial ser¬ 
vices providers run the risk of 
being effectively blacklisted by 
the Government if they fail to 
acquit themselves well in the 
aftermath of the pensions de¬ 
bacle. The new big idea of 
benchmarking of financial prod¬ 
ucts will surely have to take 
account of the character of the 
provider as well as what it is 
selling. 

The going rate 

EDDIE GEORGE has always 
insisted that he is not divorced 
from goings-on in the real econ¬ 
omy but is he prepared for the 
deal on the table at Vauxhall, 
which ties pay to sterling's rate 
against the mark? WUl his 
legendary single-mindedness 
help hint to cope with militant 
carworkers on Threadneedle 
Street, picketing the Monetary 
Policy Committee to cut interest 
rates? Central banking will 
never be the same. 


PolyGram 

income 

slumps 

PolyGram, the Dutch en¬ 
tertainment group in which 
Philips holds a controlling 
stake, yesterday reported a 
slump in first-quarter pre¬ 
tax income from 192 m3- 
iion guilders (£56 mil lion) 
to 36 million guilders. The 
company, home to artists 
such as U2 and Hanson, 
issued a warning last 
month that problems in 
Asia and a lack of big 
names in its first-quarter 
music release schedule 
would hit sales and profits. 

Last year, U2 sold almost 
five million copies of their 
album Pop in the first 
quarter. PolyGrain’s over¬ 
all sales rose slightly to 23 
billion guilders. This year 
only two albums, from All 
Saints and Andrea Bocelfi, 
sold more than a mfifion 
copies. Later in the year, 
albums are expected from 
established artists such as 
Boyzone and Sheryl Crow. 

BICC deal 

BICC is restructuring in 
Australia and the Asia- 
Pacific region, taking full 
control of its cable interests 
from Metal Manufacturers 
(MM), its 61 per .cent- 
owned subsidiary. MM 
wQi sell to BICC its cable 
assets in Australia. New 
Zealand and Asia, leaving 
it as an integrated electrical 
and building products 
group. In return, BICC will 
cancel 70 million of its 116.4 
million MM shares and 
will pay MM up to £48.4 
million in cash. The total 
consideration is estimated 
at £1063 million. 

Hanson sale 

Hanson, the building mate¬ 
rials company, has com¬ 
pleted the disposal of the 
road paving businesses of 
its Spectrum Construction 
subsidiary to Colas for $92 
million (£55 million). The 
sale completes Hanson’s 
disposal of Spectrum after 
the sale of its heavy indus¬ 
trial construction business¬ 
es to Skanska this month. 

Crisp jobs 

Golden Wonder, the crisps 
manufacturer, is to invest 
£30 million in factories in 
Scunthorpe, Lincolnshire, 
and Corby. Northampton¬ 
shire, creating more than 
100 jobs. Golden Wonder is 
Britain's second-biggest 
supplier of crisps. 


Leschly ends hopes of SST 
resurrecting Glaxo deal "“"f 


By Robert Cole, city correspondent 


JAN LESCHLY. chief execu¬ 
tive of SmithKline Beecham, 
yesterday dashed lingering 
hopes that the aborted £110 
billion mega-merger with 
Glaxo Wellcome could be 
revived. 

Mr Leschly said: “In theory 
you could talk about the 
merger still coming about but 
in reality it wfil not happen." 

At the same time he blamed 
the collapse of the merger — 
which if successful would have 
created the world’s second 
largest company — at the feet 
of Glaxo. 

He said that a merger of the 
kind envisaged would have 
depended on trust and confi¬ 
dence. Mr Leschly said that 
SB’S trust and confidence in 
any possible deal collapsed 
when Glaxo walked away 
from talks in late February. 

His comments , came as he 
presented first-quarter results 
which showed small increases 
in pre-tax profits, earnings per 
share, and the dividend- 

The results disappointed 
some observers but the share 
price reaction — down 40p at 
69lp — came largely as a 
result of Mr Leschly’s com¬ 
ments on the merger. 

Nearly 21 million shares in 
SB were traded yesterday, 
making it the most heavily 
traded share of the day. The 


53 per cent decline takes the 
price down to where it was at 
the start of the year, before the 
serious talk of any merger was 
mooted. Shares in Glaxo also 
fell, but less dramatically, by 
4p to £16.44. 

Mr Leschly expressed confi¬ 
dence that the firm could 
thrive as an independent He 
said 39 per cent of all its 
pharmaceutical sales were of 
drugs developed in the last 
five years. 

He also said that spending 
on research and development 
would grow by between 16 and 
17 per cent and approach £1 
billion in total. 

SB’S pre-tax profits for the 
three months to March 31 
grew 8 per cent to £440 
million. Mr Leschly said that 
that the mild winter weather 
.had hit sales of the Beecham 
range of flu treatments and 
that the figures were also 
adversely impacted by ex¬ 
change rate movements. 

Had itnot been for curren¬ 
cies pre-tax profits would have 
risen 12 per cent to £457 
million, the company said. 
Earnings per share for the 
quarter were 52p, against 
4.9p last time, and the divi¬ 
dend is lifted 10 per cent to 
4.425JX_ 


Tempos, page 26 



Jan Leschly blamed Glaxo for the merger collapse 


By Dominic Walsh 

SHARES in Rank, the Bull in's 
to Hard Rode Cafe group, 
shed some of their recent gains 
yesterday as dealers reacted 
negatively to a cautious first- 
quarter trading statement. 

The company said that oper¬ 
ating profits from continuing 
operations were up 5 per cent 
to £21 million, but pre-tax 
profits were down due to the 
absence of last year's £9 
million dividend from Rank 
Xerox. Turnover was up 7 per 
cent to £400 million. 

A spokeswoman for Rank 
said the first three months of 
the year were traditionally the 
company’s quietest due to the 
seasonality of most of its 
businesses, pointing out that it 
had made a full-year operat¬ 
ing profit of £310 million in 
1997. "All the tilings we said at 
the prelims about green shoots 
still stand," she said. 

City dealers did not agree, 
however, marking the shares 
23p lower at 381’ap after a 
steady rise from a low of297p 
in February. One analyst said: 
"The market is concerned that 
a number of divisions appear 
to be declining on a Iflte-for- 
like basis." 

An exception was the Odeon 
cinema business, which saw a 
34 per cent rise in admissions. 
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Home Counties 
falls to ECNG bid 

By Raymond Snoddy, media editor 


EASTERN Counties News¬ 
papers, publisher of the East¬ 
ern Daily Press, yesterday 
won contra of Home Counties 
Newspapers, best known for 
the Hampstead and Highgate 
Express weekly, with a £583 
million bid. 

The bid. which has already 
been accepted by shareholders 
controlling-more than 60 per 
cent of the stock, appears to 
end the attempt by Johnston 
Press to buy Home Counties. 

The ECNG offer of 560p a 
share, made through its Ori¬ 
ent Publishing subsidiary, 
represents a 12 per cent premi¬ 
um to the 500p offer made by 
Johnston in December and 
offers a 253 per cent premium 
over the Home Counties clos¬ 


ing price on April 17. The 
Johnston bid was referred to 
the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission earlier this year 
because of concerns about 
overlapping titles between the 
two groups. 

Regulatory problems with 
the ECNG bid are unlikely. 
The titles of the two groups do 
not overlap and executives 
said the combined circulation 
of paid-for titles is just below 
the 500,000 threshold that 
would trigger an automatic 
investigation. 

The majority of ECNG tides 
are in East Anglia while 
Home Counties papers circu¬ 
late in Greater London, Essex. 
Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire 
and Buckinghamshire. 


BBA pays £174m 
for Veratec in US 

By Robert Cole, city correspondent 


Reuters price 
hit by pound 
and Far East 

SHARES in Reuters fell 34p 
to 619*2 p after the interna¬ 
tional news and information 
group revealed it was still 
being adversely affected by 
turmoil in the Far East and 
the strong pound (Raymond 
Snoddy writes). 

Shareholders were told at 
the company’s annual meet¬ 
ing that first quarter reve¬ 
nues had risen by an 
underlying 7 per cent but 
that the effect of the strong 
pound had reduced actual 
growth to 2 per cent Reve¬ 
nue for the quarter had risen 
to E715 million, compared 
with £699 million in the first 
quarter of the previous year. 

Revenue in Asia fell by 5 
per cent at actual rates but 
showed underlying growth 
of 4 percent 


BBA. the engineer; has bought 
Veratec. a synthetic fabric 
maker in the US. for £174 
million. Veratec makes spe¬ 
cialist non-woven materials 
for use in the production of 
items such as nappies and 
sanitary towels. Veratec will 
be bolted on' to BBA*s existing 
operations in the sector and 
increase rales by about 25 per 
cent, or £150 million. 

The purchase price is equiv¬ 
alent to 12 times Vera tec's op¬ 
erating profits for 1997, and 1.1 
times total sales for last year. 
The deal will take BBA debt to 
£290 million and the gearing 
ratio to about 90 per cent. 

Roberto Quarta. chief exec¬ 
utive of BBA, said that dispos¬ 
als, coupled with the fact that 


the company generates good 
levels of cash, would help to 
reduce debL He agreed that 
the sale price was “full" but 
added that the US company 
was solid enough to warrant 
the price. 

Operating profit margin at 
Veratec is about 10 per cent 
but Mr Quarta expects to be 
able to increase this and has 
forecast that the deal will be 
earnings enhancing this year. 

The stock market received 
the news positively. Shares in 
BBA rose by nearly 5 per cent 
— or 20p — to dose at 442*2 p. 
The shares have tripled in 
value over the last five years, 
at the same time outperform¬ 
ing the market average by 35 
per cent. 


MEPC sells its 
American 
malls for £520m 

By Carl Mortished 


MEPC has agreed to sell its 
US shopping centres to Gener¬ 
al Growth Properties for $871 
million (£520 million). 

The sale of the eight malls 
brings the properly company 
dose to its objective, outlined 
last autumn, of shedding its 
overseas assets and returning 
some £300 million to 
shareholders. 

Genera] Growth, a $2 bil¬ 
lion real estate' investment 
trust, is buying the eight prop¬ 
erties at a 9 per cent premium 
in their book value at Septem¬ 
ber 30. The portfolio indudes 
the Northridge Fashion Cen¬ 
ter. badly damaged in the last 
Los Angeles earthquake. 

James Tuckey, chief exec¬ 
utive of MEPC. said that the 
company was negotiating 
with another buyer for its 
remaining American indust¬ 
rial and office properties, 
which have a book value of 
about $300 million. The sale 
of these would leave MEPC 
with more than $1 billion, of 
which half would be used to 
redeem its American com¬ 
mercial paper programme 
and other borrowings. 

Mr Tuckey said: “We are 
now well on the way to com¬ 
pleting the successful imple¬ 
mentation of the reorganisa¬ 
tion of the group. Our efforts 


are now focused solely on the 
UK, where we have been ex¬ 
ceptionally busy in recent 
months, notably with the £247 
million acquisition of PS IT. 
the development of Wool gate 
Exchange in the City and the 
expansion of our industrial 
and office portfolios." 

MEPC shares rose by Sp to 
a new high of 611p. 
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Argos given 
bid boost 

ARGOS'S hopes of escap¬ 
ing the dutches of Great 
Universal Stores, which is 
making a £1.9 million hos¬ 
tile bid for the catalogue 
showroom group, received 
a boost yesterday when 
two key institutional share¬ 
holders said they would 
reject the GUS bid (Sarah 
Cunningham writes). 

Baillie Gifford, the Edin¬ 
burgh fund manager 
which holds a 48 per cent 
stake in Argos, and Pru¬ 
dential which has a 63 per 
cent stake, have confirmed 
that they will back the 
present management 
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GOOD news on the inflation 
front and a positive start to 
trading on Wall Street enabled 
the stock market to daw back 
some hefty falls to dose virtu¬ 
ally unchanged. 

The FTSE 100. down almost 
70 points at the start, found 
much needed support around 
the 5.900 level. It then moved 
into positive territory helped 
by opening gains for the Dow 
Jones industrial average on 
the back of some bullish 
results. Tn the event, it closed 
0.9 up at 5,955.0 as 919 million 
shares changed hands. 

BP was one of the heaviest 
traded stocks among the top 
100 with the price bounding 
34*2p to 922p cheered by 
positive trading news from 
Exxon in the US. 

There was also demand for 
Lad broke, up 12*4 p at 3*10* p. 
as the appearance of a few 
buyers caught the market 
short of stock. 

Brokers who had dived into 
SmidiKJine Beeckam on 
Monday were counting the 
cost after the price dived 40p to 
691 p. ft was the heaviest 
traded stock among the top 
100 with almost 21 million 
shares changing hands. 

But Zeneca managed a rise 
of 2lp at £25.21 after obtaining 
the license from Shionogi of 
Japan to commercially devel¬ 
op statin ZD4522. its treat¬ 
ment for reducing cholesterol. 

The trading update from 
Rank Group went down with 
brokers like a lead balloon 
and the price responded with a 
fall of 19% p at 3S5p. 

Argos retreated 20p to 610p 
after several institutional in¬ 
vestors rejected the 650p a 
share offer from Great Uni¬ 
versal Stores. They include 
Baillie Gifford, the Edinburgh 
fund manager, with 6.6 per 
cent of the shares and Pruden¬ 
tial Corporation with almost 7 
per cent. 

Jefferson Smurfh, the 
paper manufacturer, was un¬ 
changed at 195*2. A spokes¬ 
man for the company 
dismissed claims doing the 
rounds in Dublin that the 
group may be ready to fulfil 
promises to enhance share¬ 
holder value by bidding for 
the outstanding minority of its 
US subsidiaiy. 

Bowthorpe eased Pap to 
476p ahead of a three-day visit 
by brokers and fund manag¬ 
ers to three different states in 
the US starting on Monday. 
The company is expected to 
have good news. 

Speculative buying contin¬ 
ued to hoist EMI Group a 



Stuart Rose, chief executive of Argos, saw its price drop 
20p as some institutions backed his defence against GUS 


further lOp to 50Qp. Word is 
the group may be in bid talks 
with Seagram. Orange re¬ 
treated 8p to 4I2p with Socfefe 
Generate telling clients to 
“sell”. Dealers claim that SBC 
Warburg Dillon Read, the 
broker, has now placed the 
remainder of the 16 per cent 
stake in the company it bought 
from British Aerospace. 

The acquisition of Veratec in 


the US for $290 million was 
seen as a good move for BBA 
Group which responded with 
a rise of ISbp to 443p. Greig 
Middleton, the broker, has set 
a target price of 500p. 

Home Counties, the local 
newspaper publisher, rose 
7*2p to 560p to match a 
recommended offer of 560p a 
share from rival Eastern 
Counties Newspapers. Home 
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A FALLING pound on the 
foreign exchange markets 
is a rare event these days, so 
Britain's engineers were 
making the most of yester¬ 
day’s hiccup. More of the 
same was the request as T1 
Group raced ahead 18*ap to 
542*z p. GKN 50p to £16.90 
and British Steel gained 3p 
to J50 'j p. 

Peter Caldwell at Nikko. 
the Japanese securities 
house, says the December 
year-end reporting season 
had been firm with the 
exception of Vickers. Ip 
firmer at Z35p. Other com¬ 
panies such as BAe, GKN 
and TI confirmed they were 


on track. The sector per¬ 
formed well during Febru¬ 
ary and March, but fell' 
back this month, worried 
by the strong pound and 
the Asian crisis. 

Mr Caldwell said: "UK 
engineering remains at lev¬ 
els not seen since 1992when 
the sector was emerging 
from recession. There is no 
compelling reason for the 
rating to improve, but (he 
historically low level sug¬ 
gests limited downside due 
to a weakening rating”. 

A further downturn in 
the pound's fortunes would 
provide a much needed 
boost 


Counties has chosen to reject a 
higher offer worth 575p a 
share from Soutknews, steady 
at548p. 

Reuters was a dull market 
losing 33p at 63Sp after the 
annual meeting at which the 
group failed to impress. A 
further slowdown in sales 
growth was blamed on the 
strong pound. 

IMI accelerated I3p to 
442 1 zp after Merrill Lynch 
and Charterhouse Tilney both 
came out with “buy" recom¬ 
mendations following meet¬ 
ings with tiie company. 

The derision of the chair¬ 
man to offload some of his 
holding left W Canning Sbp 
cheaper at 282*a p. David 
Proben sold 9,000 shares at 
281 p reducing his holding to 
47343. or 0.16 per cent 

But there was some positive 
news for shareholders of 
Radstone Technology, up 5p 
at 554 p. who were last month 
rocked by news of forecast 
losses totalling £500,000. The 
company now says it is look¬ 
ing for a break-even situation. 

Cairo Energy lost more 
ground with the price drop¬ 
ping 174 p to 3164 p. There are 
growing fears that the results 
of the Bangladeshi bid round 
may delayed until the sum¬ 
mer. The result was due last 
year but appears to have been 
held up by the award for 
blocks nine and 11. Cairn, 
along with SheD. is expected to 
win blocks five and 10. 

□ GILT EDGED: Shorter- 
dated issues outperformed the 
longer end as the market i 
shrugged off the latest infla¬ 
tion numbers which came in 
bang in line with forecasts. 
Investors then sat back to 
await the average earnings 
and retail sales numbers. 

Demand slowed to a trickle e 
with (he remaining action | 
concentrated in the futures pit 
where the June series of the 
long gilt traded in narrow 
limits before dosing three 
ticks off at £1094 as the total 
number of contracts complet¬ 
ed reached 66,000. The short- 
dated future slipped 0.01 to 
finish at £10190 as 313 con¬ 
tracts were completed. Among 
conventional issues Treasury 
8 per cent 202) lost £ 4 n> at 
E129 u 33, while at the short 
end Treasury 7 per cent 2002 
was unchanged at £103 3 i6. 

□ NEW YORK: The Dow 
Jones industrial average rase 
by a modest 623 to 9,148.07 at 
midday thanks to strong earn¬ 
ings figures from IBM, which 
overcame the signs of broader 
market weakness. 
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rr WAS great fim.while it lasted, that drug 
giant merger mania stuff- Especially so 
because it was laced with all those salacious 
stories of salaries equal to the G DFs of former 
states of the Soviet Union. Cool dawn, 
however, broke yesterday — certainly over 
SmithKline Beech am and its moribund 
ambitions to join forces first with American 
Horae Products, and then Glaxo Wellcome. 

The occasion of the bringing down to earth 
was SB's posting of a rather dull set of first- 
quarter results. The profits, earnings and 
dividend went up. but not by all that much. 
Worse still, the few remaining hopes that a 
merger might come to pass were doused by 
Jan ‘poor man' Leschly. the £60 million chief 
executive. It was too much for our more 
flighty brethren in the investment commun¬ 
ity. litey bored of SB in droves, making the 


stock the most heavily traded of the day and 

pushing the price down by 5 per cent. 

^ulhlns on a minute. Lcl us notni ih.s ou 
of nerN-petfive. SB is making profits and n 
toKSSv drugs company that can boast that. 
Its nrofits are also substantial and really are 
SS theCDPsorquiieaffluem 
rountries The fact that nigh on 40 per cent of 
Siareo/drogs developed within the last 
five years, and that it is a company with 
enough bottom to squirt £! billtonatR^3 this 

year, cannot be overlooked. Neither idn the 
fact that a merger, one day with someone (and 
do not discount Glaxo in this equation 
whatever Leschly says), is still perfectly 
possible. SB is a company that eannot he 
ignored. Whether investors can stomach 
buying shares at a sratosphenc .>0 times 
earnings, however, is another matter. 
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RISES: 

HelphireGp . 382p(+32p) 

Boot (Henry).3t5p(+21p) 

BooseyHwte.77Sp(+424pj 

Highland Dist.325p{4-_l64p) 

Energs. 694p (+34p) 

BBA.443p(+18 , *» 

Black Lais. 3624p(+15p) 

Shire Phanns. 437p(+18pj 

Abbey.-—. 375p (+15p) 

Br Petroleum .922p (-t-34'ap) 

JJB Sports.521p (+184p) 

GEC . 458p(+144p) 

FALLS: 

REA.140p(-25p) 

SmilhWine —.691p (-40p) 

Calm Energy.3KT4P (-17p) 

Reuters .. 638p (-33p) 

RankGp.385p(-194p) 

Liberty.Z774p (-10p) 

Argos.610p (-20p) 
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Rank Group 

ANDREW TEARE, the em¬ 
battled chief executive of 
Rank, must have been feel¬ 
ing comparatively cheerful 
since February's full-year re¬ 
sults. Having taken a past¬ 
ing over the previous year, 
the shares had rallied from a 
low of 297p to break through 
the 400p barrier. 

Yesterday’s retreat to 385p 
following a trading update 
will have been particularly 
disappointing given that the 
first quarter accounts for less 
than 10 per cent of Rank's 
total profits. But analysts 
had bom hoping for some¬ 
thing rather more positive 
than “satisfactory trading". 

While there were encour¬ 
aging noises on Odeon cine¬ 
mas (enjoying Titanic 
attendances) and Universal 
Studios, the impression giv¬ 
en of the Holidays and Hard 
Rode divisions was decided- 


MEPC 

ME PC looks as if it will leave 
American shores without em¬ 
barrassment. 

The bullish US market is 
doing it better favours than 
the climate in Australia 
where it is stuck with a large 
Australian property on the 
books. In addition, the sale of 
shares in US subsidiaries 
provides it with a tax-efficient 
method of liquidating its 
investment 

That should leave MEPC 
with more than ample re¬ 
sources to put into place a 
share buyback and leave 
enough firepower for the 
company to fill its boots with 
properties. There lies the 
bigger problem. Selling the 
malls will leave MEPC with 
gearing of about 25 per cent 
a debt ratio more appropriate 
for a company approaching 
recession than today's rip¬ 
roaring bull market Unless 
MEPC knows something the 
rest of us do not it will be 
risking a year of lowish 
growth if it cannot find some 


ly lacklustre. Summer holi¬ 
day bookings so far are just 1 
per cent up, despite a big ad 
campaign to support its £139 
million Butlin's revamp. At 
Hard Rock, meanwhile, 
while cafe takings are up, the 
higher-margin merchandise 
side is down, although Mr 
Teare is adamant this has 
now been sorted out 

For the time being ana- 

FUN FOR SOME 


lysts have stuck to their 
forecasts, although for 1999 a 
technical accounting change 
relating to capitalisation of 
interest on the new Univer¬ 
sal theme park could erase 
£20 million of profits. At less 
than 13 times this year’s 
earnings the stock looks 
cheap, but demand for some 
of its core businesses re¬ 
mains a concern. 


. /a M/y- 
• yvi_-4 


FTSE all-share [ 
Index (rebasaJH- 


Rank Group £: 
share price 


Apr Mar Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr 


more property to gear its 
balance sheet 

Last time round, MEPC 
bought and built its way into 
a bind so it is scarcely 
surprising if the company is 
cautious, but there can be few 
bargains available at this 
stage in the cycle. 

St Ives 

ST IVES is the John Major of 
the Stock Exchange: dull but 
surprisingly well regarded. 
The printing company is 
widely praised for its sound 
management, but analysts 
bemoan the lack of growth in 
its mature and cyclical mar¬ 
kets. Will this ever change? 

It certainly seems possible. 
The acquisition and merger 
of Watmoughs and British 
Printing Corporation by 
Investcorp, the Bahrain in¬ 
vestment group, looks likely 
to result in rationalisation. 

At best, this means price 
increases, which will benefit 
everyone in the printing in¬ 
dustry. 

Competition from the 


merged group is unlikely to 
affect St Ives too much 
because, apart from maga¬ 
zines. they operate in sepa¬ 
rate markets. 

Analysts agree that the 
price Investcorp paid for its 
acquisitions make St Ives, at 
5174p. look slightly under¬ 
valued. The company’s deci¬ 
sion to expand its interests in 
the rapidly growing junk 
mail market looks sound, 
and acquisitions can be 
expect ed- 

With the level of corporate 
finance activity relatively 
quiet, the company's future 
success depends heavily on 
the advertising market. 
However, another factor in 
the company's favour is its fo¬ 
cus on local markets, and 
therefore its immunity, to a 
degree, against the strength 
of sterling. The future for St 
Ives looks healthy, and 
shares in the company are 
likely to be a safe investment, 
even if they fail to shake off 
their dull image. 

Edited by Paul Durman 
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oday sees the first step on the 
long march back towards 


T 

respectability for Britain's 
unemployment figures, corrupted 
to the point of meaninglessness to 
disguise the mas unemployment 
caused by the early 19S0s recession. 
The Office for National Statistics 
IONS), always an innocent by- 
siander to politicians’ manipula¬ 
tion of the figures that they 
provided, will start highlighting 
■he International Labour Organis¬ 
ation (ILO) measure of unemploy¬ 
ment. This includes those looking 
for work, but not eligible for the 
jobseeker's allowance, as well as 
those actually claiming benefit, a 
dwindling band as forms of com¬ 
pulsion come into force. 

This is one instance which gives 
substance to the Government’s 
rhetoric about transparency: it 
genuinely gives a more honest 
picture of the labour market Bui 
today the Employment Policy Insti¬ 
tute (EPI) presses for an even more 
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Older generation could prove just the job 


accurate picture, nothing less, it 
says, than the “full momy. One 
can only fervently hope that the 
men and women of the ONS limit 
themselves to unveiling their fig¬ 
ures strictly on paper today. 

The next focus is the “economi¬ 
cally inactive”, outside the ILO 
count and estimated at 7.S million 
oy Jonathan Wadsworth and Paul 
Gregg in Employment Audit* the 
Errs magazine. Both are at the 
Centre for Economic Performance 
at the LSE and Mr Gregg serves on 
the Chancellor's Council of Eco¬ 
nomic Advisers and is influential 
in formulating policy. 

The “inactive" are people who 
inhabit the fringes of the labour 
market They may have become 
discouraged from looking for work 
because they feel that there are no 


jobs available to them. They may 
be women who wanr to work but 
are constrained by lack of afford¬ 
able childcare. They may be older 
men and women who have retired 
or been retired early and fail to re¬ 
enter the world of work through 
sickness, lade of confidence or 
discrimination on grounds of age. 

The point of trying to find out 
who thee people are is not just a 
worthy piece of social research. The 
aim is ® identify those groups who, 
although outside the labour mar¬ 
ket. are relatively dose to its edges 
— in other words, the people that 
public policy has the best chance of 
encouraging back into work, self- 
reliance and a healthier living than 
the dismal one afforded by income 
support or incapacity benefit 

The results of the latest work 



have startling implications for the 
Government's labour market agen¬ 
da. The two most dramatic trends 
are a fofl m the inactivity of women 
in their child-rearing ages and a 
rise in the proportion of over 50s 
who are inactive, particularly men 
and particularly unskilled. 

It is still early (lays for the 


Government's New Deal for the 
young unemployed and reports 
suggest that it is already swamped 
by enthusiasm for the new mis of 
training, advice and subsidised 
jobs, but the latest research sug¬ 
gests that there are other groups 
who have strong daims, some 
would say stronger daims. for 
similar help. 

The Government has been much 
criticised for concentrating its fire¬ 
power on the young who. the 
argument goes, are more capable 
of finding work under their own 
steam. Nevertheless, the Govern¬ 
ments belief, strongly shared by 
Mr Gregg, is that helping young 
people early will prevent many 
from drifting into damaging tong- 
term unemployment later in life 
and is therefore wholly justified. It 


is a point well taken. Lone mothers 
is the new group being targeted 
and again this is justified. It is 
comfortably off professional 
women with working partners who 
hare the luxury of going back to 
work if they want to. Single 
mothers find it far more difficult, 
and a New Deal for them, coupled 
with better childcare provision, is a 
priority — not least because the 
well-being of young children is at 
stake. 

But there is nothing, so for. in 
sight for those over 50. Hie 
Government is beginning to look at 
this group but there is a certain 
queasiness about applying the stick 
and carrot of the New Deal to men 
and women of this age. The feeling 
is that compelling the over 50s boot 
to work may not play at all well 


with the public. This is an interest¬ 
ing debate. Some might argue that 
there is nobody mare vulnerable 
than a lone mother forced to work 
under threat of losing benefit. On 
the other hand, compulsion of lone 
mothers is supposed to act as a 
deterrent against irresponsible be¬ 
haviour. Presumably, the over 50s 
need no such deterrent, cast adrift 
from the labour market through 
illness, ageism, “downsizing" or 
the changing skills profile of the 
economy. 

In any case, the Government 
could nuke the four-month Gate¬ 
way. which gives young New 
Dealers advice and training and 
marches them up with job opportu¬ 
nities. available to the older gener¬ 
ation. Many disheartened early 
retirees, many of them made 
redundant from traditional indus¬ 
tries, could be enthusiastic takers. 
The private sector might be sur¬ 
prised fry the resource that has 
suddenly been tapped. 


Miracle cures prove elusive as 
British Biotech fights for health 


Paul 

Durman 


charts the 


history of 


a company 
in crisis 


B ritish Biotech was 
mice the standard 
bearer for the British 
bto pharmaceutical in¬ 
dustry. But the emerging crisis 
at the company threatens to 
tarnish the reputations of both 
it and many of those who have 
been acclaimed for their role in 
i building up foe firm. 

For the Oxford company’s 
repeated failure to disdose wor¬ 
rying developments with its 
most important drugs in a 
timely manner stretches back at 
least three years. That calls into 
question not just the rote of 
Keith McCuJJagh, British 
Biotech’s co-founder and chief 
executive throughout this time, 
but also die parts played by the 
likes of Peter Lewis, the former 
research and development di¬ 
rector. and of James Notie. 
former finance director. Both 
Dr Lewis and Mr'NoWe have 
made millions from the com¬ 
pany, having cashed in their 
share options shortly after leav¬ 
ing last year. 

Dr Lewis and Mr Noble, as 
well as John Gordon and Eon 
Irwin, two other executive direc¬ 
tors who have quit over the last 
two years, left the company 
partly because of their exas¬ 
peration at the unending diffi¬ 
culties of working with Dr 
McCulIagh- Some shareholders 
accuse Dr Lews in particular of 
' having decided to take die 
money and run rather than try 
to deal with the fundamental 
problems within the company. 

Management of information, 
and British Biotech's account of 
the progress of its drug trials, 
lies at the heart of many of the 
numerous fierce disagreements 
among the executive directors 
and between them and Andrew 
Millar. dismissed on Monday 
from his job as director of 
clinical research. Dr Millar, a 
cautious researcher with a 
punctilious attitude towards the 
facts, has regularly found him¬ 
self at odds with Dr Lewis and 
Dr McCulIagh, who were more 
concerned with the commercial 
aspects of the company's work. 
On ail three of British 



Clockwise from top left: John Katsman, Keith McCulIagh* James Noble; Peter Lewis, and Andrew Millar 


Biotech’s most important drugs 
otter the last four years. Dr 
MiSar has consistently worried 
that the board was being over- 
optimistic about the prospects 
of developing a successful medi¬ 
cine. But these worries were not 
conveyed to the outade world. 

In marimastat, for cancer, 
and Zacutex. for pancreatitis. 
British Biotech has developed 
two drugs of potentially enor¬ 
mous importance. Estimates of 
marimastat* likely sales have 
been measured in billions of 
pounds. Such forecasts helped 
give a company losing £30 
million a year a market valua¬ 
tion that once approached £2 
billion. Dr Millars concerns 
have often turned out to be well- 
founded. A series of delays and 
failed projects have cut the 
value of British Biotech’S shares 
from Z70p last year to 534 p 
yesterday. 

Worse still, the company 
stands accused of covering up 
its problems, often for many 
months. Perhaps the most seri¬ 
ous failures concern Zacutex. its 
lead product that was seeming¬ 
ly headed for a 1998launch. 

British Biotech was told, in 
early May 1997, that the Euro¬ 
pean Medicines Evaluation 
Agency (EMEA). the pharma¬ 


ceutics regulator, had five ma¬ 
jor objections to approving 
Zacutex for sale. It had doubts 
about whether British Biotech’s 
earlier UK studies represented 
proof of efficacy. 

Five days after tins warning 
was received Dr McCulIagh 
approved two upbeat press 
releases about Zacutex on tile 
same day. The impression cre¬ 
ated was that British Biotech 
was at last on tiie verge of 
commercial success. 

Two months later, problems 
with the US trials of Zacutex 
forced the company to expand 
the study from 450 to 1*500 
■patients. A look at the data 
suggested no dear diffence 
between the patients treated 
with Zacutex and those who 
had received a placebo. 

The company continued to 
suggest it was hopeful about 
securing marketing approval 
for the drug right up until 
February, when it was forced to 
admit dial the EMEA would 
not give it a marketing licence 
until it had seen the results of 
the US trial. British Biotech 
said yesterday that the derision 
not to disclose details of the 
EMEA objections was "entirely 
justified from a regulatory and 
legal point of view". 


British Biotech’s press re¬ 
leases on the encouraging re¬ 
sults on marimastat, in 
November 1995 and May 1996 
white Dr Lewis and Mr Noble, 
were still directors, .are the 
subject of an investigation by 
the US Securities and Exchange 
Commission. The allegedly 
misleading nature of the re¬ 
leases prompted an angry letter 
in September 1996 from the 
Division of Drug Marketing, 
Advertising and Communica¬ 
tions, part of the US Food and 
Drug Administration. 


T! 


| he company did not 
tell its predominantly 
UK shareholders 
about the DDMAC let¬ 
ter or the SEC investigation. 
The wily public reference was 
in a US securities filing, clearly 
little read by UK investors. 
Similar concerns about tardy or 
inadequate disclosure of bad 
news are also prompted by 
British Biotech's handling of 
the skteeflfect problems of 
batimastat, a forerunner of 
marimastat Work on batima¬ 
stat was abandoned in 1995 
after it was found to cause 
nausea, vomiting and serious 
bowel obstructions, sometimes 
leading to death. The first 


reports of these side effects 
started filtering through from 
the trial in October 1994 and by 
January KX1995 — at the latest 
— British Biotech’s researchers 
had grave concerns about the 
safety of the drug. 

While the research team 
waited for further evidence, Dr 
McCulIagh. Sir Brian Rich¬ 
ards. co-founder and former 
chairman, and John Gordon, 
the executive director who 
headed the Neures subsidiary, 
sold about £L35 million of 
shares on January 17. Although 
these sales have been investi¬ 
gated and cleared by a Stock 
Exchange inquiry, their timing 
was unfortunate. Around Janu¬ 
ary 25, British Biotech decided 
to suspend the batimastat trials. 
What is difficult to understand 
is why it took another three and 
a half weeks for it to tell the 
stock market about the prob¬ 
lems. 

British Biotech said yesterday 
that it was only on the evening 
of January 23 that h had 
sufficient evidence to justify a 
suspension of the trial. It took 
until February 16 to investigate 
the problems and to take the 
board decision that the trial 
could not be continued. 

British Biotech claimed that 
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I F LI FFE today announces the 
abandonment of a move to 
Spitalfrelds, and it looks a 
foregone conclusion, then the 
decision will be welcomed at 
the Corporation of London. 
Under an agreement in De¬ 
cember 1996 the site reverts to 
the Corporation, which owns 
the freehold, saving the fu¬ 
tures market the E45 million 
price tag plus a few bob in 
development costs airway 
spenr. There is an absolute 
jack of such large properties - 
Liffe wanted 750,000 sq ft and 
the building could be enlarged 
if local authority, Tower 
HamJets, allows. 
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pm broke. Dad*s linked ray 
pocket money to the pound 


The Corporation has been 
preparing for a while another 
sale at a higher price to a big 
investment bank looking for 
space — Commerzbank and. 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell 
come to mind, along with 
various merged Americans 
such as Chase/Chemical or 
Bankers Trust, which owns 
NatWest Markets. I nng 
Michael Cassidy, who put 
together the original deal and 
still sits on the Corporation’s 
policy and resources romirnt- 
!ee. “Although at the tune foe 
deal with Uffe was sensible, 
events have moved on and it’s 
a happy coincidence that the 
property market is m foe 
Corporation’s favour." he says 
with a hint of smugness. 

QCAYNOR REGAN'S first 
public outing since she mar¬ 
ried the Foreign Secretary is 
at the Mansion House tomor¬ 
row night- The Lord Mayor's 
Easter banquet is a jolly night 

outforourdiplomatsat wbch 

h eis due to speak. Given the 
circumstances of the Coo* 
marriage.I cannot resist pass¬ 
ing on who the other s P^? r 
will be. The honour goes tothe 
most senior member of Lon¬ 
don's diplomatic corps.andu 
would have been the Lebanese 
Ambassador except that he is 



otherwise engaged. So the dis¬ 
cussions will be initiated by 
the High Commissioner for 
Uganda. 


dividual HSagen-Dazs ice 
creams were a big hit They 
get their name — all right. I 
hereby name them — because 
at least one uses a huge freezer 
bag. Another has a big leather 
number. Look out for them. 

“They know each other," 
says my informant, aghast 
“They sidle off to a quiet cor¬ 
ner, where they wrap the stuff 
in a pile of napkins, and sling 
it into a bag. It’s amazing.” 
This organised gang got away 
with plate after plate of sau¬ 
sages , quiches, sandwiches 
and fried fish off Rank at the 
Russell Hotel yesterday. 
■They don't look as if they 
have enough money to be in 
all these companies," says my 
source. 


ainst the undertaker because 
the funeral had taken place 
without the deceased. 


Rank snacks 

I NOTE the first authenticated 
spotting this year of foe freez¬ 
er-baggers. This strange tribe 
haunt annual meetings for foe 
food and drink afterwards, 
which they cany off from the 
buffer and stuff into bags. 
There are always about three 
or four of them, and they co¬ 
operate. They were out in force 
at foe Rank annual meeting 
yesterday, and my informant 
reckons to have seal them in 
previous years at SmithKline 
Beech am (a definite sighting), 
and GrandMet. where the in- 


□ I HAVE every sympathy for 
Mrs A on the sad death of her 
husband. But I wonder at the 
wisdom of the case she 
brought and lost against the 
undertaker under the Funeral 
Ombudsman Scheme, pub¬ 
lished in the annual report. 

Her family doctor had 
wrongly completed some of the 
paperwork. The oversight was 
discovered the day before the 
funeral by the crematorium 
which . quite legally, refused to 
cremate the poor man. Mrs A 
decided it was too late to can¬ 
cel the funeral and tell every¬ 
one, so they went ahead any¬ 
way. and the cremation took 
place a few days later. She 
then brought an action ag- 


Silent future? 

GEORGE ROBERTSON, the 
Defence Secretary, was at foe 
Tower of London yesterday for 
foe firing of a salute to mark 
the Queen’s birthday fry the 
guns of the Honorable Artil¬ 
lery Company, manned by 
men from the Gibraltar Regi¬ 
ment. Both are part of foe Ter¬ 
ritorial Army, and both are 
threatened with extinction un¬ 
der foe huge defence cuts that 
Robertson is about to make. I 
am told that he stood well 
away tom the line of fire. 

Martin Waller 



George Robertson kept 
out of the line of fire 




the side effects stemmed from a 
change in the method of manu¬ 
facturing batimastat; it did not 
want to talk about deaths linked 
to its usage. The batimastat 
affair caused dreadful rows, 
which reached the boardroom. 
So bad were they that John 
Raisman. the former Shell UK 
chairman who had recently 
taken over as non-executive 
chairman, had meetings with 
Mr Noble, Dr Lewis and Mr 
Gordon. One of those present 
says foe directors told Mr 
Raisman of foe difficulties they 
faced In working with Dr 
McCulIagh. Mr Raisman is 
said to have ended the meeting 
by commenting: “It's either you 
or him’ With Dr McCulIagh 
recognisably the dominant 
force in the company. Mr 
Raisman was backing his chief 
executive. Some dose to foe 
company believe it was at that 
meeting that all three directors 
resolved eventually to leave. 

Before they did so, British 
Biotech’s success with 
marimastat caused a huge in¬ 
flation in tbe share price, which 
soared from less than 50p to 
around 350p. British Biotech 
was briefly on foe verge of 
joining the FTSE100. 

Even many of the company* 
critics continue to believe in foe 
huge potential for marimastat. 
But they suggest that foe 
group* enormous spending, of 
more than £50 million, a year, is 
completely out of propor ti on 
with its chances of bringing any 
significant drugs to market in 
the near future. They want die 
company to abandon its grandi¬ 
ose plans to create an interna¬ 
tional pharmaceutical company 
with its own sales and market¬ 
ing operation, and to seek 
marketing partners. 

British Biotech is a key 
company for this important 
sector. But if its standards of 
disclosure are typical of its 
peers, investors are right to be 
wary of those promising medi¬ 
cal mirades. 
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BUSINESS LETTERS 


Pensions problems should have 
been solved at the birth of Serps 

From MrJ. A. Medley 


Sir. With reference to the 
article by Ton Congdon (Be¬ 
ware of forcing us ail to save, 
March V) and letter {April 1) 
from Sir Robert McCrindle, 
can anyone explain why foe 
pensions problem could not 
have been solved once and for 
all when Serps was in¬ 
troduced? 

As originally concaved, the 
Serps was actuariaUy bal¬ 
anced; if you were not in a 
good company pensions plan 
you were required to pay 
higher national insurance 
contributions, and you could 
then expect benefits broadly 
equivalent to the value of what 
you paid in. Although the 
benefits were slanted towards 
Greatest Need in a manner 
inappropriate to compulsory 
second pensions, they accrued 
mi average on a potentially 
equitable basis (except that foe 
terms were potentially very 
rewarding to the Government 
if Professor Gongdon’s 6 per 
cent real rate of return figure 
is correct). 

A national personal pen¬ 


sions scheme would have been 
possible, compulsory so as to 
ward off the improvidence 
feared by Sir Rohm and with 
funding structured so as to 
meet Professor Congdon* ob¬ 
jections. Benefits would have 
been "portable" in a way that 
those of Company Plans are 
not The only missing ingredi¬ 
ent was the unthinkable 
thought, which these gentle¬ 
men will not utter even today, 
that foe Government should 
have banked the money in¬ 
stead of treating as revenue 
what should properly have 
been treated as foe invest¬ 
ments of individual citizens. 
The honest and profitable 
administration of those assets 
in foe industrial and commer¬ 
cial life of foe nation should 
not have been beyond the wit 
of foe establishment to orga¬ 
nise. And think of foe pensions 
selling scandals and PFI 
nonsenses that might have 
been avoided! 

Yours faithfully. 

J.A. MEDLEY, 
Arascombeleigh, 

Millhfll, Tavistock, 

Devon. PL19 8NN. 


Heathrow Express wfll thrive when launched 


From the Chairman, BAA'S 
Heathrow Express 

Sir, Your Tempus column 
(April 15) was wrong to 
suggest that the “new Heath¬ 
row Express" is pulling out 
with wonyingly empty car¬ 
riages. How can ft. when 
Heathrow Express doesn’t 
launch until June! 

Wbei it does launch, it will 
be direct, non-stop to Heath¬ 
row. taking just 15 minutes — 
a highly attractive proposi¬ 
tion. highly popular and we 
expect it to be highly 
populated . 

FastTrain is the service I 
think you are referring to — 


it* a temporary service with a 
30-minute journey time and 
coach interchange. Nearly a 
quarter of a million customers 
have travelled on it since mid- 
January. certain services are 
up to 80 per cent full and. of 
those travelling, a staggering 
50 per cent are repeat 
customers. 

That’s FastTrain. Now just 
wait until you see foe success 
Heathrow Express will bring! 
Yours faithfully. 

ROD HOARE 
(Chairman. 

BAA* Heathrow Express). 
Cardinal Point, 

Newall Road, 

Hounslow, TW6 2QS. 


Letters to The Times Business section may be sent by fax 
to 0171782 5112 or by e-mail ta Iettexs@the-times.co.uk. 
Letters should cany a daytime telephone number. 
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• Free phone access from anywhere in the world - 24 hours a day 

• Free on-lme. real time PC banking service 

• No charge for withdrawals at ether banks' Visa cashpoints - 18.000 in the UK, 
350.000 worldwide 
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Joel and Ethan Coen may be fond of a jolly jape, but their movie-making is in earnest. Sheila Johnstormeets_them 


The Coen 
boys 

caught 

napping 

O fall the alliances in elaborate hoax (it continued 
the history of cine- for a number of years; noted 
ma. that between only by cognoscenti, 
the Coen brothers Their brand of laconic cool 


O f all the alliances in 
the history of cine¬ 
ma. that between 
the Coen brothers 
and their British editor. Rod¬ 
erick Jaynes, is surely one of 
the strangest One may only 
hazar d a wild surmise at why 
these hip young Americans 
should have approached a 
crusty old buffer who had not 
worked for nearly 30 years to 
work on their first feature, the 
lurid Blood Simple. 

The collaboration went pre¬ 
dictably badly. _ 

When Jaynes 
screened his first £ V 
cut for “the lads", 
as he liked to call mye 
them patron- & 
isingly. they' re- /-lp r 
1 sponded to the U,C1 
action scenes with tVlut 
silence and to the trial 
dramatic ones with . 

— he recalled bit- D3.SL 
terly — “their ___ 
alarming asthmat¬ 
ic laughter". A further 
teaming on Barton Fink, a 
satirical movie about 1940s 
Hollywood, also ended in 
tears, with Jaynes inveighing 
against the brothers' “Borstal 
sensibility", tatty production 
values, malformed scenarios 
and incompetent shooting 
style before being taken off the 
picture. That he was nonethe¬ 
less invited to write the preface 
for a book by the Coens could 
have but one explanation: he 
was a product of their fertile 
imagination. 

This jape is typical of the 
Coens, involving as it does a 
thorough intimacy with film 
history (they invent an imagi¬ 
nary but wholly plausible 
career for their creation in the 
remoter backwaters of Rank 
and Ealing), an amused 
awareness of their critics and, 
not least, the pleasure of an 


6 WeVe 
given up 
denying 
that we’re 
bastards 3 


elaborate hoax (it continued 
for a number of years; noted 
only by cognoscenti. 

Their brand of laconic cool 
can make the brothers daunt¬ 
ing subjects for interview, but 
also vastly enjoyable ones. 
They will take a thought and 
run with it. batting it bade and 
forth, developing it, when at 
all possible, into a kind of 
running gag. Their absolute 
unspoken rapport and unset¬ 
tling habit of continually cade- 
ling together as if at some 

___secret inner joke 

puts one in mind of 
I’Ve an intellectual 
Beavis and Butt- 

i UD head - 

I ^ Joel, tall lanky. 

a sardonic and, ar 43. 

II l o the elder of the two, 

is officially the di- 
/C ic rector of tiieir sev- 
, _ — en movies. Ethan. 
'OS J 40 . pads around 
______ dispensing coffee 

"" with a producer's 
geniality. Does he ever covet, 
just for once, a director’s 
credit? “Nah," says Ethan in 
his flat Midwestern drawL 
“Credits just aren't a big issue 
with us. It would be in bad 
taste to have our name on 
screen too many times." 

The Coens appear strikingly 
low on ego. Nothing can 
perturb their composure. Do 
they ever disagree on set? Joel: 
“It'S not our style to argue with 
each other, or with anyone 
else. We're not confrontational 
types." And if someone wants 
something they don’t agree 
with? “We sulk. But it’s rare 
that it’s that cut-and-dried “ 
Ethan: “I don’t think anybody 
who works in movies can 
afford to be a control freak. 
But the press makes us au¬ 
thors of the movie because 
we’re here promoting it and 
the other people arent" 



Kings of movie cool: the laconic Coen brothers, director Joel (left) and producer Ethan, are here to promote their new film. The Big Lebowski 


The film they are presently 
selling is called The Big 
Lebowski and concerns a laid- 
back beach bum by that name 
(Jeff Bridges), more generally 
known as The Dude, who 
finds himself mistaken for 
another Lebowski. a shady 
businessman. 


However, the plot highly 
complex and inconsequential, 
is less important than the 
weird assortment of individ¬ 
uals surrounding The Dude: a 
Vietnam veteran with a carpet¬ 
bag full of conspiracy theories 
(John Goodman), a dippy fem¬ 
inist performance artist 


(Julianne Moore), a posturing 
Hispanic bowling star (John 
Turturro) and a merry band of 
German nihilists. 

The Coens’ critics accuse 
them of writing brilliant 
Fabergfe-egg scripts, with 
nothing of tubstanoe below die 
enameled surface. And yet no- 


one can gainsay their ear for 
dialogue, eye for a remarkable 
camera angle and nose for an 
immaculately executed jeu 
diesprrt. 

“Our - scripts kinda grow 
organically and we don’t real¬ 
ly prune much away." Ethan 
says. He pauses a beat. “May¬ 


be we should." While Los 
Angeles teems with gurus 
promising courses on and 
recipes for the perfect script, 
the Coens profess to work in a 
systematically shambolic 
manner. Ethan says: “We 
talked a couple of times about 
holding our own seminar. We 


thought that people might pay 
money to hear us. The idea 
broke down at the point where 
we h 3 d to figure out what we 
were going to say. We nap a 
lot Thar’s our method." 

Joel: “Mostly we just sit 
down, start at the beginning 
and see where it goes. Which is 
why we frequently stop in the 
middle: We’ve got lots of 
scripts which are only hall 
done, because they just don’t 
go anywhere. It’s rare that we 
write a script, get the financing 
and go out and do it" 

This has been more difficult 
in part because, despite a 
formidable cult following, 
their work has never broken 
through to mainstream box- 
office success. “We’re very 

6 It’s not 
our style to 
argue with 
each 
other 9 


marginal.” says Joel. “Bui 
people are happy to let us play 
in our comer because we don’t 
spend a lot of money. Fargo 
was a $6 million movie, so it 
didn’t need to do $100 million g) 
at the box office." 

Among the unfilmed screen¬ 
plays stacked in their drawer 
are a story “about a barber in 
northern California in the late 
1940s. He wants to run a dry 
cleaning business —- just in 
case you’re afraid it doesn’t 
sound commercial enough. It'S 
about Modem Man." Then 
there is an adaptation of 
Homer's Odyssey set during 
the American Depression. “It's 
about Modem Man too." And 
a third features a Phil by-like 
figure, an idealistic British spy 
who ends up in Cold War-era 
Moscow facing the reality of 
what he had believed in. “It's 
so miserable." the brothers 
explain happily, “that it would 4 
have to be a comedy." 

The severest criticism lev¬ 
elled against the Coens is that 
their films are misanthropic, 
cynical, that the brothers are 
— how may one put this with 
tact? “Heartless bastards?" of¬ 
fers Joel. “Yeah, sure, we’ve 
read that" Ethan: “Actually 
we’ve given up denying iL One 
doesn't want to sound defen¬ 
sive." Joel: “We’ve decided to 
plead guilty." Ethan: “Yeah, 
it's simpler. Makes everyone 
happy." And the lads dissolve 
into asthmatic laughter. 

• The Big Lebowski opens on 
Friday 
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T he Riverside Studios 
have been flooded; a 
waste-high pool of wat¬ 
er covers most of the Door of 
Studio Two, decorated with a 
pretty pagoda and two aisles 
of floating flowers and cere¬ 
monial flags. This water, as it 
turns out is teeming with life- 
frisky fish, turtles, ducks and 
even the occasional dragon. 
The hyperactive fauna are on 
a visit from Vietnam, accom¬ 
panied by a vast aquatic set 
amphibious pyrotechnics, five 
musicians and seven very 
damp puppeteers. 

More than a thousand years 
ago the art of Vietnamese 
water puppetry was developed 
by the peasants of the Red 
River delta for performances 
in paddyfields. The puppets 
used today are still deceptively 
simple; lacquered wood man¬ 
nequins set on long rods 
operated by invisible, string- 
tweaking puppeteers. Togeth¬ 
er they describe the myths and 


THEATRE 



legends of Vietnam. Far from 
bang weighed under by the 
gravity of heritage, the pup¬ 
pets are comic and mischie¬ 
vous. Little swimming boys 
splash about in the deep 
water, farmers chase after 
feeding faxes. Iambs bounce 
about with a magical balL 
The precision with which 
they are operated is extraordi¬ 
nary; fishermen puppets man¬ 
age to catch fish puppets with 
their rods and warrior pup¬ 
pets decapitate each other with 
deadly sword swings. All the 
more remarkable given that 
the puppeteers, hidden behind 
a screen, cannot see the pup¬ 
pets that they are operating. 


and are doing so from a 
distance of up to six feet 
through the water. 

It is with the animals that 
their artistry comes into its 
own. Despite the limited 
movement that most of the 
puppets afford, the puppeteers 
manage to capture precisely 
the nuances of animal behav¬ 
iour. The lambs bounce about 
like boisterous dogs playing in 
the water, wiggling their 
heads and bottoms and twirl¬ 
ing in die air as they jump. 
Fish swish around each other, 
skim the surface and leap up; 
when caught they flail with 


convincingly asphyxiated stiff¬ 
ness. Most beautiful of all are 
the startied-Iooking dragons 
who perform an elegant dance 
and. breathe both fire and 
water. 

Between the fighting beasts 
and dancing fairies, sulphur¬ 
ous fireworks glide under the 
surface of the water then bob 
up. exploding in biflows of 
cottony smoke. This is a 
magical world and the most 
extraordinary spectacle, rich 
with ancient mysreiy and ex¬ 
ceptional skill. 

Hettie Judah 
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T o celebrate the 120th anniversary of Berlitz, The Times is offering I trench ] 
readers the chance to get a FREE Berlitz phrase book. Readers can I PHRASE BOOK 

choose either French, German, Spanish. Italian or Portuguese. The &dictio n j 

phrase books contain; 

• basic expressions such as what to say on arrival at your hotel or how to Fv p . i* _'I,W 

order a meal ‘ ^£*1 

• sightseeing and shopping guides f r ‘"' ' W f 

• a reference section, grammar and dictionary fijSKH 

• how to call a doctor and deal with the post office and telephone kj*| 

The normal price of these guides is £350 but you just pay the cost of 1 A -li 

postage. 70p. Simply collect four of the seven differently numbered tokens 

published in The Times this week and attach them to an order form. A 
form appeared yesterday, another will be printed on Thursday. 

PLUS SAVE 20% ON A SELF-STUDY LANGUAGE COURSE 


French 


Dutch double 




Times readers can save £25 with a special 
introductory offer for Think & Talk , a revolutionary 
new self-instuction language course from Berlitz. 
Written by international language experts and 
recorded by native speakers, the courses include: 

• Six CDs and six audio cassettes 

• Full-colour, 12-chapter course book 

• Learner’s guide and verb-finder diskette 

• Berlitz verb handbook and bilingual dictionary 

The courses, in French, __ 

X Spanish, are available for 

! PHRASE BOOKS 

I m of £25 on the norniciu price ot 

i— _j £125. You can also save on — 


• Special Group Courses, just £32.98. Take a friend 
and they pay half price, just £4150. 

• Basic Language Skills. One-day telephonists’ course 
in French, German or Spanish £149.95, saving £25. 

• Private Tuitition- One-to-one instruction in all 
languages. Up to 15 per cent discount 

• Berlitz Power Group. 100 lessons over two weeks. 
Course books included. Cost £585. saving £65. 

• Group Immersion Courses. One week or two-day, 
four different entry levels. Course A £895, five days 
for the price of 4 or Course B £475, savin® £25. 

For information about any of the above courses . 
call one of these Berlitz centres: 

London 0171-915 0909: Manchester 0161-228 3607; 
Birmingham 0221-643 4334; Edinburgh 0131-226 7 198, 


T he Gate's quixotic expe¬ 
dition to bring the 
newest and best of 
world drama to London ends 
in Holland after under¬ 
whelming stops in Germany. 
Norway. Japan and Croatia. 
The set, perfectly white for this 
double Dutch bill of plays by 
contemporary female writers, 
is as welcoming as a padded 
cell with furniture. 

The first play, by Judith 
Herzberg. is a bloodless affair 
starring a plump woman and 
her telephone. The nameless 
she (Susan Gott) is waiting for 
a call from a married man she 
is haring an affair with con¬ 
cerning their future. Not only 
is she plagued by well-mean¬ 
ing friends, wrong numbers 
and nuisance callers, she turns 
out to be a compulsive dialler 
herself. 

The neat point of Herzberg* 
play is how disingenuously we 
reinvent ourselves for every 
interlocuien the saint for the 
jilted-woman whose husband 
has run off; the martyr for the 
woman who accuses her of an 
indecent act with another 
man; the psychiatrist for the 
parents of a boy who pees in 
girls’ satchels at school, 

A telephone, however, is a 
hopelessly Lazy dramatic de¬ 
vice that needs a miraculous 
performance to make it inter¬ 
esting- Gott does extraordi- 






narily well to hold all these 
conversations in her head but 
frankly, she could have 
phoned in the performance. 

Suzanne van Lohuizen’s 
short, sharp companion piece 
deconstructs the relationship 
between a stiff-lipped nurse 
and her first Aids victim. The 
dead Ronald, a ghost in a 
dressing gown, swans around 
Judith's. flat unpicking her 
guilty conscience that she 
somehow failed him. 

The simple efficiency of the 
writing infects the whole play. 
Judith not only delivers her 
lines to the ghost but commen¬ 
tates on how-she is feeling with 
clinical third-person precision. 
Ronald sifts Judith's emotions 
and what he thought of her 
with a pitiless, almost smug 
honesty. Trevor Sellers and 
Katherine Grice pitch their 
performances perfectly to steal 
the understated compassion 
and give an otherwise thread¬ 
bare evening some much- 
needed weight. 

James 

Christopher 


GREAT BRITISH HOPES 


Rising stars in the arts firmament 

Nicola McCartney 

Age: 25. 

Profession: Playwright and 
theatre director. 

Sounds like an insane 
choice of career McCartney 
is a one-woman writing pow¬ 
erhouse. At an age when 
most university graduates 
are still Dipping burgers. 

McCartney has already 
staged four of her full-length 
plays: Laundry, Easy, Enter¬ 
taining Angels and The 
Hanging Tree, as well as 
numerous shorts. 

lime to rest on her laurels 
then? Dont believe it; two 

for this yean Heritage for the 
Traverse m Edinburgh and Transatlantic for the LookOut 
Theatre Company, to her spare time there are a couple of 
one-off drama commissions for TV. 

So wfor isn't her name more familial? Despite a certain 

° f ? e border * McCartney is not convinced that 
the streets of London are paved with gold — yet 

££ te for aSu°pIe ^. COmmission has •«" hanging 

She m0VKi ° 

w ' r0SS ^ tal Mark ari 

ftnBNp’rtiSk Mite Leiph^lh’ AfitUa,Iy herwork “^ 
dandngthWl^Sfe^r^ Sp0t ? karaoke and 

«* «oi» JSSS?* 1 *■' 

ss'SKss.tK.teas’* 
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n case you have missed the 

1 build-up. April 23 is World 
Book Day. For a fortnight, the 
BBC has been screening short 
films in which celebrities enthuse 
about their favourite books (Tony 
Blair chose Ivanhoe, for instance: 
Griff Rhys Jones. Huckleberry 
Finn ; and the chef Ainsley Harriott 
picked Maya Angelou’s I Know 
Why the Caged Bird Sings). And 
around the country preparations 
have been under way io celebrate a 
huge readingfest. 

You might not think that read¬ 
ing. as a solitary contemplative 
activity-, lends itself to sociable high 
jinks. But you would be wrong. If 
you enter a library or bookshop 
tomorrow (as you should), be 
prepared for any of the following: 
fancy dress, storytellers, magi¬ 
cians. poeriy readings, exhibitions, 
quizzes, reader surveys, sonnet- 
wriring competitions, hunt-the- 
book contests, balloons, and the 
chance to write your own review or 
recommend your own favourite. 
Some shops are offering discounts 
on any book sold on the day (10 per 
cent at the Silver Moon Bookshop 
<£> in London's Glaring Cross Road, 
for one); others are giving books 
away (signed copies every half- 
hour at Dillons in Oxford). 

More than 50.000 schools were 
sent promotional mailings, and on 
the day 12 million under-18s will 
receive a £1 voucher to spend in a 
bookshop. Children in thousands 
of schools will be dressing up as 
literary characters, making books, 
reviewing them, buying than and 
meeting authors and illustrators. 
Schools have planned special as¬ 
semblies. themed lessons, talks and 
readings, book fairs, swap shops, 
fund-raising readathons, work¬ 
shops on pop-up books or jacket 
design, puppet shows, perfor¬ 
mances of book-related dance, rap 
, and theatre, and even — for this is 
- * surely the point — silent reads. 

Some responses have been singu¬ 
larly inventive and enterprising. 
Pupils at Pendeford High School m 
Wolverhampton will build a wall of 
their favourite books. The kitchen 
staff at Forge Lane Infant School in 
Hamvorrh in Middlesex will dress 
up as queens of hearts to serve 
heart-shaped jam tarts to children. 

Sholing Girls* School in South¬ 
ampton will be discussing books 
with schools in Jamaica and Japan 
via the Internet. City Secondary 


Shakespeare’s birthday tomorrow is also 
World Book Day. Its programme is vast 


and ambitious, Nicolette Jones reports 


School in Sheffield has a photo¬ 
graphic competition — for pictures 
of people reading. Frank Wise 
Special School in Banbury will 
make a library in a day. Several 
establishments are producing their 
own “book of books", with choices 
by pupils and parents. And schools 
for the blind and the dyslexic are 
participating with enthusiasm. 

In just a few cases the celebration 
seams to have exceeded its brief. 
Cradoc Primary School in Pbwys is 
taking the opportunity to raise 
money for new garden benches (to 
sit and read on. perhaps). Pupils at 
Labwaih Primary in Hull will be 
designing a tie (There is a connec¬ 
tion: it’s to be presented _ 

to the chap who refur¬ 
bished the library). 

And. for reasons of its 
own. the festivities at 
Langham Primary 
School in Rutland in¬ 
clude skipping for 
health and parachut¬ 
ing. No doubt they have 
found ways of reading 
at the same time. 

The larks will spill 
out onto the streets. 

Some bookshops are _ 

having street parties. In 
Birmingham, a “Words on Wheels" 
library bus will circulate for nine 
days; 6.000 children will hop on to 
browse. Children from eight local 
schools will be writing stones in the 
Metro Centre shopping mall in 
Gateshead, in a two-day event 
backed by WaterstonCs. And in 
Oldbury, pupils from Bristnall 
Hall High School will be visiting 
the City Hospital on Friday to read 
to other children. 

It is a big day fbr"baok parties 
and launches. Arabella Weir will 
be presenting prizes in a customer 
competition at Books Etc in Picca¬ 
dilly. Beryl Bainbridge’s new novel. 
Master George, about the Crimean 
War. is published. And Walker 
Books launches an admirable new 
reading scheme for nursery child¬ 
ren called Reading Together, de¬ 
signed for parents to get the most 
out of reading with their children. 

A World Book Day celebration at 


the Globe Theatre in Inndon from 
1230 will involve children and 
celebrities in a sponsored read-in. It 
Mali be hosted by the Blue Peter 
presenter Katy Hill, and include a 
performance by the BBC’S poet-in- 
residence. John Agard. of a poem 
specially written for the day.. 

The BBC has been keen to 
present itself as a better ally of 
reading than its rival. Tomorrow 
there will be The Book Quiz on 
BBC2 and a feature. The Written 
World, a "lour of the literary 
globe", compiling images of other 
countries and readings from their 
most famous writers, such as 
Chinua Achebe’S Nigeria. Toni 

_ Morrison's New York, 

Peter Careys Australia 
and Arundhati Roy's 
India. 

Which raises the is¬ 
sue of where the World 
comes into Book Day. 
Last year (the first time 
we joined in) 38 other 
countries celebrated 
too. This year some are 
connected to our festivi¬ 
ties on the Internet. The 
BBC has a World Book 

_ Day Website (www.bbc. 

co.uk/education/ 
worldbookday) which gives a 
“whistle-stop tour through the hist¬ 
ory of the written word". 
Hammicks bookshops throughout 
the UK are teaming up with local 
Oxfam shops so that customers can 
bring unwanted books for resale in 
aid of worldwide literacy schemes. 

Many activities cited above are 
organised to help Book Aid Inter¬ 
national, which supplies books to 
other countries in need. Unwanted, 
books can also be donated to Book 
Aid — but do ■ consider their 
usefulness. The least helpful contri¬ 
butions in the past have been the 
AA Road Map of Bristol and the 
understandably unwanted 
Tarbuck on Showbiz. It is not 
greatly in demand in Botswana. 

Last year the idea of World Book 
Day was introduced to the British 
book trade with three months' 
warning. .It was inspired by a day 
feted in Barcelona since 1926: on St 


6 The idea 
of World 
Book Day 
hasn’t won 
total 
praise 3 


George'S Day (Barcelona's patron 
saint too) friends exchange books 
and roses. 

The Day was orchestrated here 
by the Booksellers Association and 
the Publishers Association, and the 
trade did its best. The Hammicks 
chain notably sent 150000 £1 
vouchers to local schools, in a 
venture that pioneered the current 
one. Now the 12 million vouchers 
have been distributed with spons¬ 
orship from Securicor and the 
support of the Department for 
Education and Employment. 

There was a happy coincidence 
about Barcelona's fete day, April 
23; it is the day on which Shake¬ 
speare's birthday is traditionally 
celebraied (since his baptism is 
recorded as April 26). which is why 
many events have a Shakespearean 
theme, and why the Globe is a 
focus. It is also, by an extraordinary 
coincidence, tie known date of 
Shakespeare’s death — and. in the 
same year (1616). the day on which 
Cervantes was buried (he died on 
April 22). It is also Holocaust 
Remembrance Day. which might 
not seem much cause for celebra¬ 
tion. On the other hand. Hitler 
burnt books too. A festival of 
reading seems appropriately 
defiant 


N 


o one, surely, could 
object to World Book 
Day. In fact, it has not 
been without controver¬ 
sy. The voucher scheme has de¬ 
pended on the goodwill of 
booksellers to honour it To offset 
losses, the bookshops have been 
provided free with a £1 book, the 
specially commissioned Children’s 
Book of Books , so that children 
who have no more than their 
voucher to spend may go away ^ with 
a selection of extracts from 
favourites chosen by celebrities. 
fThis time Tony Blair chose-Tol¬ 
kien.) But 12 million vouchers were 
printed. One million copies of the 
book were printed. Some indepen¬ 
dent bookshops couldn't get them, 
because they were snapped up by 
big chains, and they have opted out 
in protest 

It is possible, too. that there may 
be members of the public who do 
not wish to participate in all the 
hullabaloo. Some may. after all. 
prefer to curl up with a good book. 
•A World Book Day supplement will 
appear with The Times tomorrow 





On World Book Day a shared love of reading could weB lead to the most unlikely friendships 


VISUAL ART: John Russell Taylor on the first major show by the up-and-coming Chris Ofili 


Dotting the eyes 


C hris Ofili tends to paint 
large, while the dealers’ 
galleries where he has 
had his one-man shows, and 
indeed his own King's Cross 
studio, are relatively tiny. Ap¬ 
parently the major museum 
show he is now receiving at 
Southampton City Art Gallery 
(with the collaboration of the 
Serpentine) is the first time he 
has seen more than three of his 
pictures gathered together, 
which must be a strange and. 
possibly revelatory experience 
for any painter. It is pretty 
revelatory for the public, too. 
demonstrating the range and 
variety of his work, as well as 
rhe basic unity of vision under¬ 
lying it. 

Ofili was born in 
Manchester, of Nigerian par¬ 
ents. Inevitably his work has 
anracted all sorts of ethnic 
labels, although Ofili. quite 
correctly, minimises the im¬ 
portance of his African ori¬ 
gins: yes. being black in a 
predominantly white com¬ 
munity has of course had its 
effect, but is just one of many 
influences on his complex and 
sophisticated art. 

A number of his brilliantly 
coloured paintings admittedly 
concern themselves with ste¬ 
reotypes. but unlike most Afri¬ 
can-American artists he does 
not seem particularly to resent 
them. Rather, he takes plea¬ 


sure in ... satirising them is 
probably not too strong a 
word. There are several paint¬ 
ings in the show which depict 
the archetypical African 
woman in all her mammif- 
eraus majesty. But we are left 
in no doubt that this is a 
slightly absurd fantasy; large¬ 
ly. perhaps, a white male 
fantasy, but something that 
Ofili too enjoys. 

Nor is it only white men 
who have fantasies. Women 
too have them: in one painting 
a slim and attractive African 
woman is seen dreaming. She 
is boldly pointed in Ofili's 
distinctive dot technique, and 
is at first glance all you can 
see. But then, on closer inspec¬ 
tion. another figure appears, a 
naked and muscular African 
man. painted in faint yellow¬ 
ish outline. The yellow is in 
feet luminous, so that in the 
dark this underlying figure 
emerges strongly while the 
superimposed woman 
disappears. 

Another, smaller picture, 
punningly entitled Afrojilia, 
embodies another fantasy, 
and perhaps fear: the sup¬ 
posed superior potency of the 
black man is symbolised by a 
collection of outsize phalluses 
outlined in black dots on a 
white ground. Or they seem to 
be dots. But when you look 
really closely, you see that 


each dot is actually a tiny head 
sporting huge Afro hair. 

Among other things, this 
demonstrates Ofill's mastery 
of scale and proportion: he can 
come down to extreme 
miniaturisation (a handful of 
the pictures shown are them¬ 
selves minute) without ever 
losing his grasp of the overall 
composition. 

An important attribute, this, 
for a painter preoccupied with 
dots. Ofili’S dots of colour are 
closer to the dots used in much 
Australian aboriginal paint¬ 
ing than to those of Seurat, but 
they have the same basic 
requirement that they should 
coalesce at a distance. Some of 
the paintings have mottled 
surfaces suggestive of South- 
East Asian batik while others 
are obsessively overlaid with 
Indian paisley patterns. Chi- 
nese-looking gods and devils 
appear, as in Captain Shit 
and the Legend of the Black 
Stars. Even most of the ele¬ 
phant dung comes from Indi¬ 
an rather than African 
elephants. 

Elephant dung? Well, you 
may remember that Ofili'S 
very discreet use of this dark 
brown substance was com¬ 
mented on in features about 
die Royal Academy'S Sensa¬ 
tion! show last year. It does 
sound sensational, but in fact 
no one would know what it 



Captain Shit and the Legend of the Black Star. s, a 
work from Chris Ofili’s notorious elephant dung period 


WO! 

was if they had not been told, 
and it is all disinfected and 
lacquered so that it is offensive 
to no physical sense. It is hard 
to see why this aspect should 
be commented on. while no 


one remarks that Ofili also 
paints flowers with 
unselfconscious delight 
• Southampton City Art Gallery. 
Civic Centre, Southampton (01703 
63260J). until May 31 
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A SATURDAY afternoon 
kick-off for the Birmingham 
Contemporary Music Group's 
concert in the Mark-Amhony 
Tumage series may have kept 
some football fans away. But 
■there were football rattles in 
Tumage’s Release, a splendid¬ 
ly raucous piece that accord¬ 
ing to the composer, reflects 
his “ambivalent feelings to¬ 
wards the place where I grew 
up, Grays in Essex". This is no 
picture postcard, to be sure, 
for Turn age’s music in general 
articulates the experience of 
the individual in the harsh, 
fragmented modem world. 
The players of the BCMG. 
under Nicholas KokS able 
direction, gave vent to all’the 
underlying phobias and neu¬ 
roses, while maintaining a 
firm grip on the rhythmic 
essentials. 

in This Silence Tumage 
exorcises manic tendencies to 
end with a characteristically 
tranquil coda. But it is Kai 
that taps the most personal 
vein. Written in memory of a 
young German cellist, Kai is 


Match 
of the 
day 


CONCERT 


BCMa/Kok 

PurceBTioom 


elegiac in mood, with muted 
trumpets and mournful saxo¬ 
phones complementing the 
timbre of the solo cello, here 
the excellent Ulrich Heinen. 
An eruption of anger is trans¬ 
muted into a requiem-like 
finale. FCok and the players 
picked up the powerful air- 
rents of the jazz idiom, giving 
an impulsive swing to the 
disruptive cross-rhythms. 
There was some finely nu- 
anced handling of texture, too. 
the melancholy solo cello in¬ 


terweaving with the subtly 
modulated voices of the other 
strings. 

The pair of Steve Mariland 
pieces with which the concert 
opened, Re-Mix and Princip¬ 
al. used jazz/rock idioms and 
instrumentation to exciting ef¬ 
fect. The former is based on a 
17th-century model and Cotin 
Matthews’s Dowlandia — re¬ 
ceiving its world premiere — 
also looked back to that era. 
Matthews’s work is a collec¬ 
tion of dances he has ar¬ 
ranged. in exotic and 
exuberant style, to celebrate 
the birthdays of various 
friends and colleagues. The 
suite is unpretentious in inten¬ 
tion and executed with flair 
and imagination. 

Only David Lang’s My Evil 
Twin disappointed. Its idea is 
to explore the equilibrium of 
the desires to be kind and 
cruel, but its constant edgy 
chugging sounded neither be¬ 
nign nor murderous. 

Barry 

Millington 


Verdi, wit and whimsy 


T here has been some¬ 
thing of a festival atmo¬ 
sphere of late just off St 
Stephen’s Green at Dublin’s 
Gaiety Theatre. Dieter Kaegi, 
Opera Ireland's new artistic 
director from Basle, is now 
into his second season and. 
with a keen eye for both 
national and international tal¬ 
ent at a price the company can 
afford, both morale and stan¬ 
dards are riding ever higher. 

Kaegi has a sharp eye and 
ear for the stage himself, as his 
recent controversial staging of 
Tristan at Monte Carlo 
showed. He directs this sea¬ 
son’s new Falstaff, and a 
refreshingly witty evening he 
makes of rt. Stefonie Paster- 
kamp's single set places the' 
action, whimsically, in the bar 
and backroom of the Gaiety 
Theatre itself, in rather earlier, 
rather scruffier times. Seated 
on a bar-stool in the corner is 
die silent figure of Verdi 
himself, reincarnated in the 
lookalike presence of actor 
P&draig O Faoliin. 

This may sound just too 
whimsical, but it works as part 
of an energetically thought- 
through celebration of Verdi¬ 
an illusion and delusion in 
which Falstaff is a middle- 
aged womaniser who dresses 
up only to seduce, and who 
saves his traditional doublet- 
and-hose for his final role. 
And, as he is released from 
this last costume-change, a 
row of theatre seats is pushed 
forward to the footlights, and 
the entire cast jostles for a 
place in' the final fugue as 
Verdi is applauded by us and 
by them. 

Kaegi*s idiosyncratic ap¬ 
proach yields many irresist¬ 
ible cameos. Verdi may be 
spotted whispering affection¬ 
ately at the bar to those on 
whom he lavishes his fondest 
melody: the lovers Naneita 
(Daniella Lojarro. in melting 
voice) and Faitnn (Jean-Luc 
Viala as the archetypal Latin 
lovoj. Then, as Ford (Richard 
Byrne) ponders on dream and 
reality, his fellow tweedy 
drinkers gently sidle up, quaff¬ 
ing and quipping at his 
gullibility. 

Byrne's expansive baritone 
tends to show up the some¬ 
what less resonant voice of his 
American colleague Roy Ste¬ 
vens. But the women are 
consistently well cast and. 
although AntoneUo Ahe¬ 
rn andi, conducting (he RTE 
Concert Orchestra, has his 
work cut out in the finer points 
of ensemble. Anne Marga- 
rethe Dahl as Alice Ford, 
Hanna Schaer as Mistress 
Quickly and Kari Hamnoy as 


OPERA 



Meg Page contribute to a vivid 
palette of voices and character. 

A similar flair for colourful 
casting is at work. too. in 
Opera Ireland's other new 
production, 77ie Tales of Hoff¬ 
mann. Here the Belgian direc¬ 
tor Joel Lauwers works with 
an even greater economy of 
means, using a single louvred 
screen as shining backdrop for 
all Hoffmann's tableaux. Paris 
parties behind ic Munich's 
starry sky peeps through it; 
and, in a glowing Venetian 
red, made all the more effect¬ 
ive for designer Louis Desirt'S 
spare use of colour. La 
Serenissima's skyline rocks, 
gondola-iike; in die distance. 


These Tales are long and 
busily peopled (three different 
sopranos and the company's 
new young professional 
chorus). But their enchant¬ 
ment works in tiny details 
which kick-start our own 
imagination: just a catalogue 
for Coppelius's many inven¬ 
tions; a single, spinning LP to 
work Dr Miracle's spell on 
poor Antonia; one picture 
frame in which to lose both her 
fame and Hoffmann's own 
reflection. Claude Schnitzler. 
conducting, and Jean Pierre 
Furlan as Hoffmann conspire 
to bring true Gallic dan. if 
precious little subtlety, to all 
they do. The musical magic is 
focused in the voices of Mari¬ 
anne Rorholnrs Nicklausse, 
Ana Camelia Stefanescu’s 
Olympia. Mary Ann McCor¬ 
mick’s Giulierta and — most 
radiant of all — Regina Na¬ 
than’s Antonia. 

Hilary Finch 
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LONDON 

LEBEN5RAUM: JacJ' Watt in lt>e 
Bnlah premere of Israel Horowitzs nw 
play, sal « Germany in the year 3005 
when the Chancellor mutes Jews Id 
renin there Mfchael Fry cfirafc. 

Ktog** Head Upper Smsrt.Nl (0171- 
226191© Piwtwm tram tonight Bpm 
OpensAprf27.730pm Than TuehSA 
8pm; mats Sal and Sm.330pm.fi 

ORCHESTRA OF THE AGE OF 
ENLIGHTENMENT: Smon Rattle 
conducts as the aodaimed meao Am 
Murray Joins the OAE an ***» « 
Bataa's u mo n de C&vp&m. tiameo 
by urns by Beetfwren ar»J Mozart. 
Festival HaU. South Bank. SEt (0171- 
960 42*2) Tonight. 7 30pm Q 

THE REAL INSPECTOR 
HOUND/BLACK COMEDY Inspired 
cooping ol Stoppard's parody 
wtrxJijnmt and Shatter's l -tor-dark 

tarce. Greg Doran's eu»tenl cast 

hcAdes Desmond BarrtL DavM 
TenranL Sara Crowe. ttoftota 
McAuSffe 

Comedy Theatre. Panwn She**. SWt 

10171-3691731) opens tonight 7pm. 
DwnMon-Sta. 7 30pm; mats Wad and 
Saf.3pm 

ROYAL PHILHARMONIC 
ORCHESTRA: Bart* Gain's eye* ol 
Tchaikovsky symphonies reaches the 
nrtutent Fourth tortghL It is aouasteo 
withacotourftjl vwrVDyBarrtk. the 
■yMs IO Thettocutaus Mandam 
Bartsfcaa SHk Street. EC2|0t 7 J-638 
883H Toroghr. 7 30pm ® 

SHOCKHEADED PETER Julan 
Crouch and Phefcm McDermott 
dremause the otufl at rughtmare 1 the 
SHuwv&pnet i ales, raid wllh iHuslons, 
puppets, and five music from The Tiger 
Litres 

Lyric. King Street. W9 (0161-74 I 
8701/2311) PreviewE lornghL 7 3C0m' 
Opens tomorcwr, 7pm Then Mon-Sat. 

7 30pm nut Set. 2 30pm. UnU May 9 


TODAY'S CHOICE 


A daily guide to arts 
and entertainment 
compiled by Merit Hargie 


ELSEWHERE 

BIRMINGHAM The legend ot 
St Ursula land her 10.000 vtrgta) is 
uS 3 d by Howard Barker In Ursula to 
tfamaftse the confSd bewrerei spirited 
Iowa and saxuai knging 
Repertory Theatre, ftoad Street 
( 0121 - 2364455 ) Previews lortgft. Spin. 
Opens tomorrw*, 7pm; Fit. SaL 8 pm 
Also n Btrmtngham. Music trom the 
first half ot the Min century taaures in 
this concert tn the Cltyot 
Btnntnghan Symphony Orchestra 



Gennadi Rozhdestvensky 
conducts the CBSO 


Gemotf Rcehdestrarafcy conducts 
works by Shostakovich. Watton and 
Pratotiev. The conductor's urte. 

VMona PosWtara. B B» pano aoust 
Symphony Hafl. Broad Street (0121 
2123333) TonghL 7.30pm. S 

GLASGOW The fcutti concert in 
OsmoV^rett and the BBC Scottish 
Symphony Orche s t ra s Beethoven 
the ftswAttorwy senes reaches the 
Seventh Symphony wroghL It n teamed 
with StravrEk/3 lacteal and Initfefy 
rated ballet Le Swb du ftlluiys. 
City Hal, Candle rtgge (0141-287 
5511J TontgM, 730pm 
STRATFORD-UPON-AVON: Pali 
Poppiewel and Ryen Rope make their 
RSC debuts in Robert Holman's new 
play. Bad Weather, set h 
Middosbrough where one man « 
sentenced lor me other's crime Steven 
Prniicc dtraeft 

Other Ptaca. Southern Lane (01789 
295623) Prawns from untold. 7 30pm 
Opens May 7,7pm hrep.fi 
Tefc of the City by Stephan Potfatotf 
else opens m preview hare longht 
OavfaWeathead. Angus Wnght and 
Keiy Hunter Star r Ws Wngumg play 
sa n Broadcestiig House on the era 
ot trt? Second World War 
Swan. Waters* ( 0 t 769 295623) 

Fran tonight 7 30pm Opens April 2 B, 
7pm. En repertoire. 0 

LONDON GALLERIES 

Design Museum: Ferdinand Porsche 
(0171-3786055) . DuMcte Italy in 
toe Aved Tuner (0181-GS3 52541 
■■. Goethe Institute: Serin- 
Rwtographs by Gerhard UJmann 
(0171-5940214) Natkmat Maritime 

Museum: Peter the Great in EnsBrtd. 

1888(0181-312 0745) ... National 
Portra it Herey Carher-Bres 3 on 
Ponratffi(0171-308 0055) . . Royal 
Academy- Holy Russia: Icons and the 
rise ol Moscow (0171-3008000) ... 

V A A: The ftlwrarot the Piaster (01 TI¬ 
MS 834S/B441) 


■ ART Richard Griffiths. Malcolm 
Stony and Tony Haygarth In (he 
©tceouonany mraesnng drama about 
tnendshp. unEjwken resentmeni and an 
almost aH-whHe parsing 
Wyndham's. Channg Cross Road. 

WC2 (0171-3891736) Tje-Sal.8pnr. 
mats Wed. 3pm. Sat and Sim. 5pm 

H BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

Disney's Mm timed mo a hi Broadway 
musical Jute-AIanah Brighton and 
Atasdar Harvey as ttw leads 
Dominion. Tonenham Court Road. Wt 
10in-416 6060) Mon-SaL 7 30pm. mar 
Sat. 2 30pm. 

□ THE BULLET NewJoePtfihaU 
play, senna South LorvJon semi, wftoe 
par eras, two sons and a girt I fiend 
(Emily wood probe bitter secrets 
Dormer Warehouse, Eauham Siren. 
WC210171-369 1732) McrvSaL 8pm. 
mars Thu and SaL 4pm Until May 2 IS 

□ CANDIDA Paula WIctw. Mints 
Richarfeon and Slash hefctoKte 
expound Shaw's cunous ideas on love. 
art and religion 

New End. 27 New End. Hempstead 
NW3 (0171-794 0022) TueGat. 7 30pm. 
mats Sat and 3un. 3 30pm Ends SaL 

■ CHICAGO Revised version oi the 
celebrated kinder & Ebb musical 
rfceded tv Walter BoKm Amutb-Tony 
wmner on Brea dway last year. Starring 
Rurhie Henshak. Ute Lempv. Henry 
Goodman and Nigel Planer 
Adelphi. Strand. WC2 [0171-344 
0055i Mon-SaL 8pm mats Wed and 
Sal S 30pm Q 

□ DANCE OF DEATH Strindberg's 
gnmiy lunny hvo-f*av ardys^ ol a 
manage founded on the lust tor 
domnance Carto GPbter resets the play 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jaremy Kingston's awsaaantent 
of theatre showtog In London 

■ House fufi, returns only 
SI Some seats avaftabla 
□ Seals at art prices 


m Donegal. Nicholas Kent direas 
Tricycle Theatre. Klbun FBgh Ftoad. 
NW6(Ol7t-328tOOO| Tue-Fr 1 . 8 pm. 

SaL 4 xpm and 8pm. Sun. 4pm and 
730pm Ends Sun Q 

□ EDNA THE SPECTACLES Tie 
Dames back New characters are said 
lo mdude a young Rupert Murdodi Ki 
Hesfceitv Harvey cantrtouies lyilcs. Afan 
Srredwn dnects the boss lady 
Theatre Royal. HaymakeL SWl 
(0171-9308800) Mon-Sat. 7.30pm: mat 
Sat. 3pm B 

□ AN IDEAL HUSBAIO: Now ta is 
fun London theatre. Peter Hairs 
e>cenem production, brimful of 
aecftpUons With ChrtslDpher Cazmove. 
r&e O'Mara. Sanon Wand 

ABrery, St Martin's Lane. WC2 (0171- 
3691730) Mon-SaL 7.45pm: mats Thur. 
3pm and SaL 4pm 

B THE INVENTION OF LOVE. Tom 
Stoppad's new play with John Wood as 
the elderly A E Houaman. carehi to 
keep (ns bve He private. unlFe Oscar 
Wilde, who also appears HchardEyra 
<tads 

National (Lytteflon). South Bank. SEl 
(0171-452 3000) Tonlgra Sat. 7 30pm. 
mas tonight and 5a 2 15 pm B 


□ KAT AND THE KMIS: Ebuflent 
new 1950s rodi'ntof muscat about a 
South African group that never qutie 
ensted 

Vaudsvtlk) Theatre, The Shirt, WC2 
(0171-8369087) Mon-Thur.8pm.Fi1 
and SaL 5.30pm and 8 30pm. 

G SILAS MANNER: Geoffrey Beeuera 
loSows Us wcefient adaptanon ot 
George EMI's Adam BadenUti her 
famous tale ot a chad mho melts a 
meet's heen 

Orange Tree. Ctaance StreeL 
Rich mend (0181-9403833). Mon-Sar, 

7 45pm; mate Thur (Apri 23.30). 
230pm. Sat, 4pm. UnM May 16 B 
■ THE UNEXPECTED NUN: Bteen 
Atfms and Michaef Gambon ptay 
strangers on a tram in new play by 
Yasnwia "Art" Reza Mteih<»v Wachus 
directs 

Ptt, Barttoan Centre. Sffc St ECS 
(0171-8388891) Ma^SaL 8pm; mats 
Th* and SaL Spm 

LONG RUNNERS 

D Blood Brothers- Rwenk (0171-368 
1733) . □ Buddy: Stfand (0171-930 

88001. . B Cob: New London 
(0171-4050072) ..EAnl 
Cola GemcL 10171 -494 5085) 

B Las Msdrabtas: Palace (0171-434 
0909) □MlmSMgon Drury Lane 
(0171-4945400) ..□The 
Mousetrap St Martin's (0771-838 
1443) . ■The Phantom ot the 

Opera Her Majesty's (0171-494 5400) 
□ Sarin Joe** Cato. Prince of 
Wales <01714339 5987) . 

□ Starlight Lxpross- ApoBo Victoria 
I0171-4166Q54) 

Ticket imormanon supplied by Sadery 
of London Theatre 


NEW RELEASES 

DECONSTRUCTING HARRY (18): A 
writer's personal and proiessnnal He 
unravels Fascnamg, furwry and 
mseBImg Woody Aflen fikn Alien stars 
with the usual elite cast tJudy Daws. 
Dem Moore. BHy Crystal and Bisabstti 
Shuei 

Barbf can g) (0171 -638 8891) Chelsea 
(0171-351 3742) Clapton Picture 
House (0171-498 3323) Curzon West 
BKf (0171 -369 1722) Gate fi (Ol 71 -727 
4043) Odeans: Camden (0181-315 
4255) Kensington 10181-315 4214) 
Swias Cottage (0181-315 J 2201 
Richmond (0181-332 0030) Ritzy 
Id 71-737 2121) Screon/Baker Street 
(0171-935 2772) Screen/Green (0171- 
226 3520) ScreetoHBi Q (0171-435 

3366) Virgin Futeam Rd (0171-370 
2636) 

• GREAT EXPECTATIONS (15)' A 
young awt (Ethan Hawke) finds 
cuccess is bmer-wreeL Dckans '3 novel 
t 3 updated ro the 1990s. to lifle eflect 
With Gwyneth Pafnwr Albert De Mro 
and Anne Bancroft Director, Altanao 
Cuacn 

ABCs Baker Street (0171-9359772) 
Tottenham Court Rood (0171-636 
6148) Empire B (0990 888990) 
Odaons: Camden Town (0181-315 
4255) Kensington (0181-315 4214) 
Martofa Arch 10161-315 4216) Swiss 
Cottage (0181-315 4220) Ritzy (0171- 
737 2121J UCI WhfteteyaB (0990 
B889901 Virgin Chelsea [0171-352 
5098) 

GUMMO (181- Incoherent 
kaleidoscope ol young, kfle fives m the 
Wd West, conceived and drected by 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geoff Brown's assessment of 
turns In London and (where 
Indicated with the symbol ♦ } 
on release across the country 


Ihe ycing screenwriter of Kids, 
Harmony home 

Metro (0171-437 0757) Rtay (0171- 
7372121) 

+ HARD RAIN (15) Thieves By to steal 
bank reserves during a hood SNy. 
water-logged thrfter. with Chrecan 
Safer. Morgan Freeman «f Mnma 
Driver Director. Mikael Salomon 
UCI WMtateye G (0990 888990) 

Vlrghi Trocadero G (0181-9708015) 
WamerB (0*71-437 4343) 

♦ MIDNIGHT IN THE GARDEN OF 
GOOD AND EVIL (15): Naw York 
Journalist geo involved In a sensational 
Savannah murder trial Absorbing 
character study, based on real rue. with 
Kevn Spacey and John Cusack. 
Drector.es m Eastwood 
ABC Baker Street (0171-935 9772) 
Odeorts Camden Town (0181-315 
4255) Kensington (0181-3154214) 
Swiss Cottage [0101-315 4220) 
Virgins: Fulham Road (0171-370 
3636) Haymerkat (0171-839 1527) 

CURRENT 

JUNK MAIL (15)' Bracingly grungy 
Norwegian btaert comedy about a 
downnodden posBnan sucked mto 
petty crane A strtrt^ debut lordrector 


Pfil aoaune With Robert Skjaeratad 
ABC Plcesdtny (0171-437 356!) 
CtaphamPfctWB House (0171-498 
3323) RHzy (0171-737 2121) 

• THE HAN M THE IHON MASK 

( 12 ) Osception and thrife at the com o( 
Louts XIV DuSsrt naw versian ot the 
Dianas novel, with an attractive cast 
□hector. Randall WaSace. 

O deans: Mart*; Arch (0181-315 
4216) Weal End (0181-315 4221) CfC* 
WMteteye B (0990 888690) Virgin 
Fidhart Road (0171 -370 2636) 

OSCAR AND LUCINDA (IS)- Peter 
Carey'S novel about Victorian miGftla. 
wtfi Ralph Bonnes and Cate BanchetL 
Stnbngfy vtsuaJ. but muffled m mpaci 
ABC Tottenham Cl Rd (0171-6X 
8148) BaitaicanB(0171-638 8891) 
daptnm PH (0171-438 3323} Odeon 
Haymartcet (0181-315 4212) 

♦ SPHERE (12)' Dusttn Hoflman. 
Sharon Stone and Samuel L Jadeon 
tteccwerlhB contented a spacecraft 
faimd an ihe ocean floor Dalt but 
amusing scr-fl, based on Mchael 
Cnchnn's novel. 

Odeon Marble Arch (0191-315 4216) 
U« Whltateya B (0990 888990) 
VbgktK Chetsee (0171-352 5098) 
Trocadero (0(0181-9706015) Warner 
8(0171-437 4343) 

WAG THE DOG (15) Hollywood 
producer Dustin Hoffman stages a 
phoney w* to deflect the US pubic 
(ram a president*!! scandal Spry 
potDcai satire, with Robert Da Nro and 
Am Heche. Director. Barry Levinson. 
Pleza S (0990 888990) Virgins: 
Trocadero 8 (0181 -970 6015) Warner 
B (0171-437 43431 


Gold fingers or what? 


A s befits the only .pop¬ 
ular composer who 
could run (he Beatles 
close in a My Genius 
Is Bigger Than Yours competi¬ 
tion, John Barry’s first concert 
in 23 years is, as you would 
expect. An Event Barry has 
aged gracefully into a lithe, 
white-haired wolfhound, and 
bows sweetly to the roaring 
worship rrf the Albert HaJJ 
after showbiz pal Michael 
Caine has weaved his way 
through the orchestra to intro 





duce him. “The producer hat¬ 
ed this first song." Barry says 
in a fabulous bass rumble, like 
Alan Rickman eating a tom¬ 
tom. “But there wasn't enough 
time for me to write something 
else." Pause. “Ha." 

The laughter is still cresting 
as he brings his baton down 
for Coldfinger, and that filthy 
stripper’s brass rings out like a 
big Sex Christmas. Barry 
sways, a beat ahead of the 
orchestra, like a ballerina in 
black linen: and coaxes his 
players along with winks, 
grins and tiny kisses. When he 
follows it with the sighing, 
butterfly-strings of We Have 
All The Time In The World, 
and die colossal, face-shatter¬ 
ing brass punches from Zulu . 
you know every audience 
member is going to be smug 
about seeing this gig for the 
rest of their lives. The heart- 
melting beam on Barry’s face 
as he cues in the harmonica 
for Midnight Cowbcy sug¬ 
gests that he might be a little 
bit too. 

Of course, it's Barry's big 
brass Bond stuff that made his 
name: ThunderbaU-, the en¬ 
tirely worshippable On Her 
Majesty's Secret Service: Dia¬ 
monds Are Forever. All are 
played with apocalyptic ur¬ 
gency. Used to the pop-vocal 
versions, one forgets the daric. 
sharklike shadows Barry pan¬ 



“Every audience member is going to be smug about seeing John Barry's first concert in 23 years for the rest of their lives” 


ics his compositions with; the 
incendiary cellos and asphyxi¬ 
ating brass. However, pure 
Bond freaks will be surprised 
to find they also know and 
adore Barry’s other title 
music: the dark, dancing 
clavinet from The Ipcress File, 
The Knack and The Persuad¬ 
ers are all lodged in the 
thirtysomething subconscious, 
only to tumble 


forth again 


during Britpop. Blur’s Sing — 
you know, that circular haze 
from Trainspotting — is The 
Persuaders and nothing else 
and Pulp's This Is Hardcore 
would simply be Jarvis's 
rhyming perviness. were it not 
for Barry. 

Given copious opportunity 
for laurel-resting, then, it is 
notiling, short of miraculous 
that the reason for this uni¬ 


corn-rare show j— the world 
premiere of The Beyondness of 
Things (Barry's first non- 
sourtdtrack album in more 
than 20 years) — is a possible 
triumph over his past A 
CinemaScopic musical autobi¬ 
ography, Beyondness oozes 
such bittersweet emotional 
resonance that one can only 
presume Barry tried to write 
his biography, but found even 


the most beautiful of words too 
pale, dumb and angular, and 
fled to the rich tidal wash of 
his orchestra. 

The three standing ovations 
he received were the most 
devoted clappings I’ve ever 
seen in my life. From up in the 
circle, it looked like praying. 
Entirely understandable. 

Caitun Moran 


More miss 
than hit 


mWimim 

ONE of the great attractions of 
forming a rock’n'roll band is that you 
get to rant and rave about your ex¬ 
girlfriends and, if you are lucky, earn 
pots of money into the bargain. Arab 
Strap’s Aidan Moffat has certainly 
had his share of bad relationships and 
even if that beach house in Rio is for 
the moment but a distant dream, the 
new album. Philophobio, confirms 
him as one of the great malcontents of 
our time. 

A compelling catalogue of betrayal 
and infidelity, Philophobia chronicles 
the sexual adventures or, to be more 
precise, misadventures of Moffat who 
both figuratively and literally bares 
all Hell hath no fury like a scorned 
lover with a recording contract 

As a live proposition, however. Arab 
Strap are disconcertingly hit and miss. 
While on record Moffat’s Brando 
mumble, enunciated in a broad Fal¬ 
kirk lilt is the very definition of cool 
on stage it is just inaudible beneath 


the band. Sometimes shambolic and 
ragged, sometimes melodic and in¬ 
spired. the music is a spiral staircase 
that can change in an instant from 
sleepy guitar noodles and plinkety- 
plonk keyboards into a mesmeric 
maelstrom of thrashing discord and 
pulsating rhythms. 

New Birds opens proceedings but is 
lost in a grating bass-heavy sound 
mix. which soon becomes a drum- 
heavy sound mix and it’s only later 
when sonic equilibrium is restored 
that the musicians begin to geL 

A more unlikely bunch to be 
responsible for all this one could not 
imagine. The musical brains behind 
Arab Strap, guitarist Malcolm Mid¬ 
dleton, looks as if he is bunking off 
choir lessons. Moffat, though, is the 
ultimate anti-rock star. Attired in dark 
combat trousers, check shirt and naff, 
low-rent coat he is a walking mug- 
sbot He has dispensed with his beard, 
if not his beer, which he dutches 
throughout the gig even though be 
looks as if he has yet to recover from 
the previous night’s hangover. 

That it was all so half-hearted may 
have had something to do with the fact 
that the Mean Fiddler was only half¬ 
full. but it’s still disappointing that 
Moffat performed as though he 
wished he was back where so many of 
his songs are set in the pub. 

Nick Kelly 


The big 
country 



THE original Maverick was a 19th- 
century Texas rancher who refused to 
brand his cattle. He subsequently lent 
his name to every dissident non¬ 
conformist and ornery member of the 
world’s awkward squad — and a 
country band from Miami led by a 
Cuban frontman who croons like Roy 
Orbison has a better claim to the misfit 
legacy than most. 

The Mavericks were voted best vocal 
group at the Country Music Awards in 
Nashville last year, but are best left 
unbranded. Their new album. Tram¬ 
poline, shows them bouncing through 
the barriers of soul, gospel. Latin and 
rockabilly as well as country, and this 
exuberant live show confirmed their 
appeal far beyond the usual British 
country audience of commuting cow¬ 
boys and weekend outlaws. Sudr was 
the demand that three London dates 
eventually had to be scheduled. 

Visually, they come straight our of 
Hollywood centra! casting. The Mav¬ 


ericks belong in one of those fight 
scenes in a seedy bar where a hail of 
bullets and broken glass leaves not a 
soul standing before the camera pans 
to show die band still playing. Here the 
problem was not gunfire but an ill- 
mannered belching PA. Of course, they 
carried on and blamed it on a 
takeaway pizza. 

Expanded to a ten-piece for the tour, 
they revealed bewildering versatility. 
Tell Me Why was positively funky with 
some Allman Brothers guitar before 
they slipped straight into / Should 
Know, with its country twang. Some¬ 
one Should Tell Her was a perfect slice 
of 1950s rockabilly, while on I've Got 
This Feeling singer Raul Malo in¬ 
dulged his best Big O impersonation. 
He also gave us his Tom Jones on It's 
Not Unusual and Engelbert Humper¬ 
dinck on A Man Without Love. "It’s 
karaoke time." said someone next to 
me. except that Malo sang them all 
better than the originals. His golden 
voice was even more evident during a 
guitar-strumming solo spot compris¬ 
ing the affecting Fool Number One 
and Dream River. 

In the course of an hour we heard the 
entire new album. Then as an encore 
we got 45 glorious minutes of old 
favourites such as Here Comes The 
Rain and All You Ever Do is Bring Me 
Down. Mavericks? Absolutely. 

Nigel Williamson 


ART GALLERIES 


MICHAEL PAJU3N GALLERY 
11 MatcooftSL London SWl 
BRITISH ARTISTS M MOROCCO 
From Apfi I 6 S 1 unH May 15ft 
Tafc 0171 235 8144 
Fax 0171 245 9646 


OPENS TODAY 

WILIAM RBDGHAVE (1903-198$ 
MAJOR EXHWTION 

BOY MILES GALLSIY 
29 BRUTON STREET W1 
0171 498 4747 


ANTIQUE & ART 
FAIRS 


CHELSEA 

ART 

FAIR 

Crises OI3 ib'.vn Hsii. 
Kiras r!c~;C. SWS 

23 - 26 April 

Sun 1- - 5 Aon; £S 
£r:C C. 71 351 4135 


OPERA & BALLET 


COUSSJM 0171 632 8300 (24ht) 

BK8U9H NATIONA L OPER A 

Toni 730 PUCCWIR TRfTOCO 

Tomor 7X0 LA I 


IHE ROYAL OPERA 

at the Royal FeattvM Hafl 

BO Office 0171 980 4242 
Tomor (Rrat Maht). Tbs 530 
PARSFULta concert 
Return only 


THEATRES 


ADELPHI 

ccJMhra (El bkgfefl)3440055 
Grps 413 3321/0800 614 903 
KRL FOR A TICKET MjlS. 
WINNS! OUTSTANDING 
MUSICAL OtMerAwds 98 

CHICAGO 

THE MUSICAL 

RUDE UTE 

HENSHALL LEMPER 

HBAT GOODMAN 
NIGEL PLANER 

Mon-Set fl. Wed & Sat Mata aOQ 


ALBERT 389 173W344 4444 
Em 7.45 Hats Tftu 3 8 Set 4 
THE PETER HALL COMPANY 
CMstoptar Cubkmi Kate OMam 
SmonWted WcftatOTocM 

Madelehe Potter Bartwa Murray 
OSGW MKDES CtASSCCOMEDY 

AN IDEAL HUSBAND 

■GREAT AND GLOMUS' SLTna 


THEATRES 


A10WTCH 01714188000 cc 0171957 
400U42D tn OO^ te^ B ye 01714)0 

WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

MmrUaydWtebBrand 
An Stetnmanto raw musical. 
ft w lw e from 17 June Opera 1 JUT 


1 * “'"IS TP vi 

Grps 017 

DOCTOR 


APOLLO LMATTS Hefranararntth 
BO(no bkg tee) 0870 8083400 
cc(+t*g l««) 344 4444/420 0000 
“ 0171418 8076 

D0LOTLE 

THE MUSICAL EVBtT 
Starring 

PHftJP SCHOHELD 
Book, muric & lyrics by 
Lasfia Bricune 
Derated by 
Steven Plnriatt 

WORLD PfEWBiE 14 JULY 


APOLLO 24hr CC 0171 494 5070 
CC 0171344 4444 (bkg fee) 
Gcpe0171 484 5454 

BENBJONS 

POPCORN 

Mnnei-Lauranea QMer 
A w da Bee t Comedy 
Wtaner-BarctaysTheaM 
Awanta-Best Not Ptay 
nantaaM lor 7 Malms 

Mon-Sat 8.00pm 
Mate Wed aoo Sat 4jopm 


OPERA & BALLET 


A NEW SPECTACULAR OPERA PRODUCTION 


FROM THURSDAY FOR 
THREE NIGHTS ONLY , 


AIDA 


mms 


^ Ws * 


EARLS COURT 

THURS. 23, FRI. 24, 

SAT. 25 APRIL ' 

c /cards: 0171 373 8141 / 420 1000 


APOLLO VICTORIA cc 0171416 
6055 cc24hra 0171344 4444/0171 
420 0000 Grpc 416 6075/413 3321 
Andrew Uovd Webber 1 ! 

STARLKST EXPRESS 

THE FASTEST 
SHOW ON EARTH 
Evortnga 7ASpm 
Tue& Sat Spm TOs from E1Z5Q 


CAMBRIDGE 484 S08QM16 8060 
344 4444/420 0000 (+t*g fee) 
Grouca 494 5454 

416 6075/413 3321/436 5588 

GREASE 

NOW IN ITS 
5TH FANTASTIC YEARJ 
UN KELSEY aa Danny 
"A Monstar HR 1 0. Iffirar 
UonSrt 730pm Wad ft Sal MM 3pm 
BOOKMS TQ TIC HUEKMBM 


COMEDY 01713891731 
CC 0171 3 44 4444 

THE REAL INSPECTOR 
HOUND 

by Tam Stoppard 

BLACK COMEDY 

by Peter Shrfler 
OPH4S TQNT AT 7pm 
Moo-Sat 7.3Q. Sat Mat 3-00 


CtttSOQtiXB 1737/3444444 
3RD HUMOUS YEAR 

THE REDUCED 
SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 

THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILUAM SHAKESPEARE 
(abridged) 

Al 37 Play* in 87 Mnutes 
*K 8 tatoBS* Times 
■Go uowp Sunday 71m» 
Mate Tta* at 3pm, Set at 5pm 
Sin at 4 pm, Bras at Bpm 
THE COMPLETE HISTORY OF 
AMERICA (abridged) 

Tbeaday al 8 pm 
Now Booking unfl Summer 88 


DOMBBON 01719561885/0171 
3444444/01714945495/0171 
420 0000 Gips 0171 416 8088/ 
0171 420 OOOQ47I7T 4S4 5454 
BEST NEW MUSICAL 
OLMEH AWARDS 1998 
DISNEY'S 

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

•Ui ENCHANTING EVBRNG- 
GEMKNELY GLORIOUS* D.Tei 
'A FEAST OF GOOD FUN* Oifttf 
Naw taup RatafrNoer Booking 
Mon-Ste 730 Wad & Sat Mate 230 


D0HM ARWA H&10U8E 389 1732 

THE BULLET 

Ewa 8pm, Meta Thu & Sat 4pm 


DRURY LANE THEATRE ROYAL 
SSoc(Bkgfee)24t]r7dayB017T 
494 500G0444444/420 0000 Qrpa 
494 5454/413 3311/312 8000 

MISS SAIGON 

THE CLASSIC LOVE STORY OF 
OUR TRIP 
MOW M rrssm 
BREATHTAKING YEARI 
Eves 7A5 Mats Wed & Set 3pm 
Good aaobovafl far Wed MM 
A acme parts - apply B.O. 


DUCHESS BO 0171 494 5075 
CC 420 D000(bfcg fee) Grp 494 5454 
MCHAELVmiAMS 
In John Aubrey* 

BRIEF LIVES 

'An urioge&abfa ewntna* D. Mai 
Adapted Adtactod by Patrick 
Gartand 

Mon-Sat Evgs IL00 
MOT Wed S Sat 230 


FORTUM: 00 & CC 0171S36 
2238/312 8033/494 5388 
NOW w rts 8 th HIT YEAR 
ROBERT DAVID 

DEMEG ER PULLAN 

SBaanHWh 

THE WOMAN IN BLACK 

Adapted faw Stephen MaBsoatt 
■Hw MMtMRng snd cblfeg 
pfay faryareafDJIal 
Mon-Sal 6 Meta Tue 3 '& Sal 4 
BvmotngttmeZhre 


BAHHCX 0171 484 50BW12 
l99QN94 5388(oo bkg to) 
(Snips 017149*5454 

Winter cl 19 Major farads 
Tbs RoyN Ngdoasrnmka 
ft witarttin 
PPUlSi 

AUS0N FSXE JOHN BMHM 

JB Prtettevto 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS 

Thffcg-HW b* seW DJiM 
Two ton aegrttofr ilniJ/ 
atooefag feres* 0.Trf 
Monfd 7.45, Sal 5*0*8.15 
Mas Wad 230 


GR3JCUD0171 494 5065 CC 0171 
420 0000 fafcg fee) Gfpe 494 5454 
JAMEASHBT 

STEVEN SS1ENA 

PACEY EVANS 

TEQNGS WE DO FOR LOVE 

ALAN AYKBOUflNS Mt comedy 
Laughaul tood tjw^D.Tei 


MervStf 7/45 Mot 1 


i Set 3pm 


HAYMARKET BO/oc 0171 930 
8800 cc 344 4444 (bkg tee) 
DAME SMA EVERAGE in 

NEW EDNA 

THE SPECTACLE! 
Lreigh wfBt • Isgmd 
PROS MOfT TONIGHT 7pm 
Brae 7 J0 Set MM 100 


HER MAJESTYS 24ta 494 5400 
(big fee) oc344 4444/420 0000 pee) 
Gfpa 484 5454/413 3311/4368 5588 
AI0REW LLOYD WEBBERS 
AWARD WMMHG MUSICAL 

THE PHANTOM OP 
THE OPERA 

Directad by HAROLD PRWCE 
NOW BKG TO MAY 98 
Brae 7.45 MOT Wed & Sat 3D0 
Apply to BocOffce daly far rakane 


LOMX3N MLLADrtM 0171 494 
10171 


494 5151/113 

SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER 

Pnutaretag. Open* 6 May 

Ifan-Sat 730 Ad & Sal Mels 2J0 


LYRIC 0171 494 50(5 (+faa) 
«3U 4444 (44 m) 
Fraacee Barber LtoftOwen 
MPrenre UeeWaDrer 

CLOSER 

BY fWRKK MiVBER 

. BEST tew PLAY 
Leuttwe OSvfer Amid 96 
BEST COMBIY 


MoivSre7J0, WedS Set Mat 3pm 


NATIONAL THEATRE B0 0171 
452 3000 GlpS 0171 493010 
24ta«t*g fee 0171 420 0000 
LYTTELTON: Today 2.15 & 730 
Toner 730 THE MVSmOH OF 
LOVE a new play by Tom 
S toppard 

C0T7ESL0E Today 230 & 730 
NOT ABOUT NKSHTWGALEStte 
worid premiere ot a play by 
Tamessae WMams. Tomor 730 
OUR LADY OF SUGG a nw play 
bySebastotBrery 
THE BG TOP AT BERME 9PAM 
SARDG«9 TCrt 7.IS, Tomor 130 & 
7.1S OH WHAT A LOVELY WAR 
Jorei Ifa to wcot fa murical ' 


□nay Lane WC 2 BO 
ICC 0171 


0171 405 0072 CC 0171 404 4079 
94 hr 0171 344 4444/420 0000 

Grpe 0171 413 3311/438 5580 
THEANOREW UXJYD WfflBBV 
T.S£LI0T INTERNATIONAL 

AWARD WWMNG MUSXML 

CATS 

Eves 7.45 MOT Tue & Set 3JX) 
Bara aosn at 645 
UMTTH3 NO. OF SEATS AVAIL 
DAILY PROM BOOC OFFICE. 


PALACE THEATRE 0171-434 0909 
cc 24hra (t *5 tool 0171^44 4444 
fakg fee) Qpe 0171-413 3311 
THE WORU7S MOST POPULAR 
MUSICAL 

I£S MBERABLES 
now m ns ism 

RECORD BREAKING YEAR 
Eras 730 Mate THu & Sat 230 
Latecomers not admlned 
iraS Vie Intarwel 

LIMITED NO. OF SEATS AVAIL 
DAILY FROM BOX OFFICE 


PHOENIX BQ/OC 0171 3891733 
/344 4444/420 OOQO (fee) 

BEST MUSICAL 

OMedbrsma Auredi 
Here & Pto«*AMr NoveDo Anardi 
WILLY RUSSELL'S 

BLOOD BROTHERS 

■JWtogi the amBrei ct to Baton 
and juatog Ite apprenT D Mad 
Bras 7 AS MOT Ttui 3pm Sal 4pm 


PICCADILLY 0171 3681734 
cc 344 4444 Grps 3691717 
THE PEIS HA LL COM PANY 

THE MISANTHROPE 

TttAHOUPF.T. 
Today W 230 & 7 M 

WAITING FOR GODOT 

UNFORGETTABLE 1 S-Tms 
LAST 4 PSTFORttANCES 
Tamomw at 230 & 7.46 


raMCE0FWMB017l 8303687 
Ffat CM 4300000 to 344 4444 

GRAMir AWARD V9MN6 

■U9CAL 

TWtaai Bmoduay. Enta «i 
to OTcefly • dtr.’DJfe 


nCSONOS OF LDBER 8 SIDUOT 

Mpn-TtorSm fti M a &a>. are 

SOW TOssn 18W_ 


FVIIICE HOWARD01714475*00 

Flnt CM 0171 42D 0065 cc/2fes 

344 4444 Grpe (12+) 0171 420 
0069 Freephone Grpe 0800 814903 

SHOWBOAT 

THE GREAT AMERICAN 
MUSICAL'New Yorfc TTroos 
NOW PLAYING - OPENS TUESI 
Eras 730. Mate Thur & Set 230 


0USN5 0171 494 5040/344 4444 
42D 0000 Grt> (10+) 0171 494 5454 

SAUCY JACK AND THE 
SPACE VIXENS 

THE NEW MUSICAL 
IpariOTg tar Srextaylbnas 
Tore uredulferafed Menfretf M 
Man-flu* Fit 530&S30 
Sre4pm&830pm 
FrVto 530 al seats tea far ana 


ROYAL SHAKESPEARE 

COMPANY 

STRATFORD 0541 541051 
Tomor 730: RST: MEASURE FOR 

MEASURE Toni 730: SWAN TALK 

OF THE CITY TCP: BAD HEATHER 

LONDON 017T 638 8801 

LAST 3 WESTS. LOWON SEASON 

SOS 6 MAY Torrt 7.16: BAIBCAN 

NUtLET Toni SOOTHE 
UNEXPECTED MAH TartY7.15 

YOUNG VIC: INKLE VANYA 


Steflert WWto at 0 w Peaeock 
Theatre 0171 3148900 
Dkect from Argenfea 
TANGO POR DOS 

Peritonea delhngo 
Dangarausly aenauar Tfawa 

Tonight at 730 


ThaOTa 0171 888889 

1714200000344 4444 
EDWHD FCKS Macmfcei a tour 
defame'ESU 


Savoy': 

CC017 


RKIGNATI0N 

tae of Ore most (karate and 
ponerM ptep In the West Bur 
time Ota 
Man-Sat Bigs 745 
MOT Wad 300. Sets 400 


SHATTESBUHY THEATRE 
Dhona bocMnas Onto 211221 / 
344 4444 04fa*'bfej fee) 
bCp^OTwOTfarranteom 

RENT 

NOW PREVBfiMG 0P94312 MAY 

Mo»fe 730; Mare sre aoo 
Fne 2 ium ot sot - no 
atntMtampsrf' 
2prep—lonfetotohirtR 


ST MARTINS 0171 8361443 
Eras 8 i Tub 245. Sat 5 & 8 

AGATHA CHRISTIES 
THE MOUSETRAP 
46th YEAR 


S1RAND TWATRE B» OV 3 CC 
(mo fan) 01 71 8308800 

CC (bkg tat 0171 3M 4444M3D 0000 
Omupa OI7T 413 3321 fal71436 5566 

•BUDDY* 

Tbe Buddy HoCy Story 
■HULliANTSun 

•BUDDY* 

HYDNDSIRX. 8TUFF Sun Tel 
flree-TTwa 83 Rl 530 & 830 
• Sate 5J10 & 830 
SUNDAYS AOOpmkkto 1/2 Pike 
AU. SEATS M2 P&CE FW &3D PEHF 
9th KNOCKOUT YEARI 
Over 3^00 Perfannancea 
Not booMng Wtfra year 2000 


THE PLAYHOUSE 0171 359 4404 
01718394401 
Aprt 23 far asperts only 
The Almeida meat™ Co 
Hpowerftriptay-anuvnlssabie 
pmknonT bid 

NAKED 

‘Jufete BfaoctWB nrakiscera 
beauty conceals e raging t 
otemcMon * DAM 
UooSat Eras 730pm 
_ SreMetacopm 


TRICYCLE 0171 328 1000 
STHM3BERGS 
DANCE OF DEATH 

Adapted by Carto Gehier 



VAUDEVRLE THEATRE 
BO & CC 0171 838 9987 pio ffe 
cc 344 4444,420 0000 peg fad 

*KAT & THE KINGS* 

•A CWACRC BEBIMOM. STOW OF 
BurauNcragSu 

urn - Dus MO. Fn 8 Sat 530 & B30 

Fri tore at WOT 1/2 prica 


To advertise 
in 

entertainments 

Tel: 0171 680 6222 
or fax: 0171 481 9313 


VJCTOWA PALACE 0171 834 1317 
tickatmaater 344 4444(bitg fab) 

ftevtaaSUoir. Opera 10 £fay 
7pn we 730. fe d tea Maraaoo 

SWEET CHARITY 

THE SHOW STOPPING 
BIG SPaPHI MUSICAL 1 


WYNDHAMS 368 1738)344 4444 
_ BESTCOHEDY 
B ra Stan dard Awante 
reSTCOMEDY 
lairanee OMre Awards 1997 

"ART* 

RICHARD GRIFFITHS 
MALCOLM STORRY 
1DNY HAYGARTH 
by YaariM Raa 


298,000 READERS OF THIS 
SECTION ATTEND THE 
THEATRE AT LEAST 2/3 TIMES 
A YEAR. 152,000 GO TO THE 
THEATRE ONCE EVERY 2/3 
MONTHS. 

To advertise in The Times theatre 
listings please call the 
entertainments team on 

0X71680 6222 



fax 01714819313. 
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TO ADVERTISE CALL- 
0171 4811986 (TRADE) 
01714814000 (PRIVATE) 


PROPERTY 


FAX: 

0171 782 7828CTRADE) 
0171 782 7799ff*RIVATE) 


Discover the world’s most desirable address? 


Definitive location 



Crafted interiors 



Classical architecture 



Evocative atmospheric 


Soto agent 


iFPDsavms 


MARKETING SUITE 
0171 630 8866 

OPEN MON TO FRI IOAM-6PM SAT a SUN 11 AM-5 PM 


B developeb 

ALLYMORE 

PROPERTIES 

bttp://www. ball jnnore-co-ak 


ST JOHN’S 

WESTMINSTER 

Cosmopolitan 

Monumental- 

Classical 

Timeless 

Definitive 

Crafted 

Evocative 

Innovative 

apartments of unreserved luxury 

1 bedroom apartments from 

£ 190,000 

2 bedroom apartments from 

£ 395,000 

3 bedroom apartments from 

£ 595,000 

penthouses from 

£ 1 , 900,000 


Set between the Houses of Parliament, the Tate Gallery and the River Thames. 


NORTH OF THE 
THAMES 


SOUTH OF THE 
THAMES 


CITY & WEST END FULHAM 


KENSINGTON & 


MAYFAIR 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE DERBYSHIRE 


0171754 9919 


BAYWUATSt Somnlna 2 bad 


fcdETfcll 




LITTLE VENICE 

law pc vtr unit ** " * abad 





CITY & WEST END 


cun * 


cupboard. gMcatUd hwaag . 

double gland, gated P**"*- 
piechold £2954>N 
Te view tiitphnnr- 
01717941110 Moo-Fri 
0973 668(09 Weekend 






Anchor Terrace 

Bankside 5E1 


Phase Two of drii unique and 

nwrwrfnCTfirdrimrnl 

development wnhai walking 
dsanceoftheCiqr. 

The Anchor Temce ■ a 
Grade H Band coc msi op in 
the bent of vibrant Bankside, 
dose so the Globe Theatre, 
Tan Gaflay and i wide range 
ofthops, restaurants and bars. 

Railway and underground 
siatknu are easily acorasible. 

2 beds from £180,000 


DINCAX ALLEN 

Tel 0171 407 2790 


CITY DOCKLANDS & 
EAST 


Mmm 





WEST 

HAMPSTEAD, NWfi. 

4 doable bed (nod 
DooraMBriR. 20fk 

IDOfi f*rden. Ida! foe ■ tmmij- 


HIGHBURY/ 

ISLINGTON 




NOTTINGHILL 




Td: 81223 871242 


ESSEX 


RICHMOND & 
KINGSTON 



BRISTOL 



FULHAM 


CHELSEA HARBOUR 

swie 



AtHataphatdQafMi 
p n Hw nr di «n i bf mam 
My A3VM4CI Good bed stock. 

Ofl» £358^00. 


ffiifeb 


RETIRE 

TO 

VILLAGE 

LIFE 

NEAR 

CHESTER 

At TdlbaThaU, large 2 bed 
heroes with fculhrootn. 
shower room, garage 8 
patio ■ Beautifully Land¬ 
scaped. exclusive nrtuemerU 
development by English 
Courtyard- From £159.000. 
Freephone 0800 919 M4 
quoting ref IMP] 


STRUTT SA'm 

PARKERS* 


SOUTH ESSEX 

Horadsa-e»4c-HiII 

fa afc hy mnim pa 

29th April 1998 
A unto «f ifcjca dbfwknd 
pedod cartages molDcfcfae 
bnahnd. Wd hr nHKWWfcin. 

Abuii 1 6 m 

Exceu £135.000 
Chelmsford : 
01245 258201 


CORNWALL 


CUMBRIA 



KENSINGTON & 




NEW PENTHOUSE FLATS 
WITH CAR PARKING AND PRIVATE 
TERRACE 

Located in 
BLOOMSBURY AND 

Prices between £310.000 and £450,000 

Sole Selling Agents 

0171 250 1012 


Giiri conn 

GRAY'S INN ROAD LONDON WCl 

Eight newly rehufarsW l 2 and 3 beiocm apartments, 
idoSy placed for *eWest End and Cky. Some apartments 
benefit bom a balcony, one has a conservatory and the 
penthouse ha a private roof larace. 

Prices from £135,000 



Spectrum House 

ST JOHN'S SQUARE 

CiERKiHYItU Hi 

18 Crafted Apartments 
in Clerkenwelis Premier Location 

• Prime Central Location 
within St John's Square 

• Conte nipory rc-modcllmj 
and high specification fit out 

• Prices from £199,000 


MARSII.v 

Parsons 



hubroo m 79 yar lexte. 

KENSINGT0N 


01719376091 


KNZGHTSBRZDGE 




Open day Thusday 
30th April 1993 
! lam » 7pm 


MAYFAIR 


0171 2501012 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE 


RETIRE TO 
VILLAGE 
LIFE NEAR 
CAMBRIDGE 

The pretty Cambridge 
necklace village of Gbtan 
is die setting of this latest 
English Courtyard. There 
are 23 sp a cious houses 
and flats built around 
beau tiftii Courtyards - 
Show hotse is now open 
fur viewing. 

Prices foam 090,000 
Freephone 0800 454 626 
quoting ref NPK 



ONLY 2 
RETIREMENT 
HOUSES 
LEFT AT 
NORTH MILL 
PLACE, 
HALSTEAD 


HERTFORDSHIRE 


CBRUnril ESTATES IsnriM yoa 


SS£w 




Sat 

dor 11am artOgi a ft»r 
Uo W 01992 500699. 


DEVON 

Enowah OU ftnbour 
Only bar views canaining. Rw 
tasvy 4 bedroom pnpcreca a a 
wart ifnl new nmrido 
d ew hymen . Mpcat to 
Enmesh OH j hA fl or ud 
enoyiag tokrae vfewi cm 


Mem bom £137,958. 



01442245364. 
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Court of Appeal __ Law Report April 221998 __ 

Draftsman entitled to protection Reasons must be given 


. ^ I 1 

til M 1 

i ' 




Bogg and Others v Raper 
and Others 

Before Lord Justice Millen. Lord 
Justice Waller and Lord Justice 
Chadwick 
(Judgment April 8 | 

The draftsman, usually a solicitor, 
of a clause in a will which 
exonerated the executors and trust¬ 
ees from potential liabilities in the 
execution of the trusts and powers 
of the will, was entitled as a trustee 
under the will to rely on the 
provisions of the clause. 

The Court of Appeal so held in a 
reserved judgment dismissing the 
appeal of die plaintiffs, Anne 
Penelope Bogg. and her minor 

children, against the judgment of 
Mr Justice Jonathan Parker, Vice- 
Chancellor of the County Palatine 
of Lancaster, at the High Court in 
Liverpool, on February 5. 1997, 
when ft) he allowed the appeal of 
the first and third to sixth defen¬ 
dants, Bruce Hebelthwayte Raper. 
Nabarro Nafhanson (a firm). John 
Charles Groves. Ernst & Whinney 
la firm) and Ernst & Young (a 
firm), (ii) dismissed the plaintiffs' 
cross-appeal from an order or 
District Judge Bullock on October 
17. 1996. (iii) smick out the plain- 
tins amended statement of claim 
against those defendants and Civ) 
dismissed the action against them. 

The testator, John Thompson 
Bogg, who died on January 1.1989 
and was survived by. inter alios. 


his widow and two children, by his 
will, proved on August 28, 1989. 
appointed the first defendant, a 
solicitor, and the fourth defendant, 
an accountant, to be his executors 
and trustees. 

Mr John Martin. QC and Mr 
Peter Knox for the plaintiffs; Mr 
Alan Steinfdd. QC and Mr An¬ 
thony Trace for the first and third 
to stall defendants; Mr Keith 
Rowley for the second defendant 
Priestinan Green & Co, a firm of 
solicitors in which the first defen¬ 
dant was a partner until i 991. 

LORD JUSTICE MILLETTsaid 
that the plaintiffs commenced the 
present proceedings alleging, inter 
alia, that the trustees failed to take 
appropriate action which con¬ 
stituted a breach of their dudes as 
executors of the testators estate. 
The allegations were numerous 
and wide-ranging. 

The most valuable asset of the 
estate was the testators controlling 
interest in a company called Hekla 
Holdings Ltd of which he had been 
chairman and. one of two directors 
at the time of his death. Two years 
after his death its shares had 
become worthless. 

The plaintiffs contended, inter 
alia, that in assisting the testator to 
draw up his will the first and 
fourth defendants were in a fidu¬ 
ciary position of crust and con¬ 
fidence with him; by obtaining the 
benefit of exemption from the 


ordinary consequences of their 
own negligence they obtained a 
benefit at his expense. They were 
obliged to prove affirmatively he 
had received full and independent 
advice about the effect of the 
exemption clause and the wisdom 
of inducting it in the will, and 
unless they could prove that, they 
should not be allowed to take 
advantage of die benefit of (he 
da use. 

His Lordship said that it was not 
always dear what was the nature 
of the breach of fiduciary duty 
relied on. The fundamental fallacy 
in the argument was that the 
dause did not confer a benefit on 
the persons responsible for advis¬ 
ing the testator on the will* 
contents. 

First it did not discriminate 
between persons who advised him 
in connection with his will and 
other persons wbo became trustees 
or executors and who had no part 
in the preparation of the will. 

Second, it did not confer a 
benefit on them but defined the 
extent of their potential liabilities. 

Next, the inclusion of the dause 
in the will was not a transaction in 
which the testator and chose advis¬ 
ing him had conflicting interests. It 
was not a transaction in which one 
would expect the testator to be 
separately represented. It was the 
solicitor* duty to advise as to the 
terms on which executors and 


trustees could properly be asked to 
accept office. He was entitled to tell 
the testator that he would himself 
insist on a wide exemption dause 
and would not accept office as 
executor without one. 

finally, it was not the law that a 
solicitor was not allowed to take a 
benefit under a will whidrhe had 
himself procured. Where the bene¬ 
fit was relatively large, he had to 
show that die testator knew and 
approved of the will’s contents, 
and that there was nothing in the 
way of advantage taken or in¬ 
fluence exercised by Ok solicitor. 

In the present case the will had 
been admitted to probate; the 
lestaiOT had id be presumed to 
have known and approved of its 
contents. Even if probate was 
revoked, that would not affect the 
consequences of anything done by 
the executors after probate arid 
prior to revocation. 

It could not excite suspicion that 
a solicitor, when drafting a will for 
a client, even in the contemplation 
that he might himself be appointed 

an executor and trustee, should 

indude an exemption clause no 
wider than many similar clauses 
found in the precedent books. 

Lord Justice Waller and Lord 
Justice Chadwick agreed. 

Solicitors: Stockdale & Reid, 
North Shields; Barlow Lyde & 
Gilbert; Wansbroughs Willey 
Hargrave. Leeds. 


Tax not payable on retained interest 


Girvao (Inspector of Taxes) v 
Orange Personal Commun¬ 
ications Services Ltd 
Before Mr Justice Neuberger 
(Judgment April 31 
Interest accruing on a company's 
deposit account and compounded 
on a quarterly basis but which by 
agreement was retained by the 
bank and not paid until closure of 
the accounL was not for tax 
purposes income arising to the 
company in the accounting year in 
which each quarterly instalment of 
interest was due. The interest was 
not income arising until it was 
paid to the company when the 
account was dosed. 

Mr Justice Neuberger so held in 
the Chancery Division dismissing 
an appeal by the Crown from a 
determination of special commis¬ 
sioners upholding an appeal by 
Orange Personal Communications 
Services Ltd against assessments 
to corporation tax for its account¬ 
ing periods to December 1990 and 
1991. 

Section 64 of the Income and 
Corporation Taxes Ad 1998 pro¬ 
vides: “.. .income tax under Case 
IN or Schedule D shall be com¬ 
puted on the full amount of the 
income arising within the year 
preceding the year of assessment 
and shall be paid on the actual 
amount of that income.. .” 


Section 9 of the Act provides for 
the application of income tax 
principles in computing the 
amount of any income for corpora¬ 
tion tax purposes. 

Section 70 provides: “ft) ... for 
the purposes of corporation tax for 
any accounting period income 
shall be computed on the full 
amount of the profits or gains or 
income arising in the period." 

Mr Launoelot Henderson. QC. 
for the Crown; Mr David Gold¬ 
berg. QC. for the company. 

MR JUSTICE NEUBERGER 
said that the question was whether 
certain arrangements entered into 
between the company and 
Barclays Bank pic between June 
1990 and January 1991 were eff¬ 
ective to prevail the interest on two 
deposit accounts which die com¬ 
pany had opened with the bank in 
March 1990 from being taxable in 
the hands of the company as 
income arising within the meaning 
of sections 64 and 70(1) of the 1968 
Act until the accounts were closed 
in December 1992. 

The company had opened the 
accounts on terms for interest to be 
paid quarterly in a near. Before the 
June 1990 quarter’s interest was 
paid il had been agreed by the 
bank to roll up the deposit interest 
due on the basis that that was what 
the company’s tax consultants had 
advised. 


By an amendment it was later 
agreed that payment of interest 
would be made by the bank when 
the deposit accounts were dosed 
and die balance in them with¬ 
drawn. The accounts were closed 
in December 1992 whoi the in¬ 
terest was paid in full 
The company* case, with which 
the commissioners agreed, was 
that the whole of the interest 
payable was not paid until Decem¬ 
ber 1992 and should therefore be 
treated as income arising in re¬ 
spect of the company* accounting 
period ending in December 1992 
The Crown, on the other hand, 
contended that each quarterly 
instalment of interest due on each 
of the accounts should be treated 
as income arising in respect.of the 
accounting year in which that 
quarter Ml. 

The company* argument was to 
be preferred. As a matter of 
ordinary language and putting on 
one side for die moment the 
substantial number of authorities 
on the point, the interest was not 
income which arose until it was 
actually paid over to the company 
in December 1992 > 

Following the arrangements 
agreed in mid-1990. the company 
had no right to receive interest 
unless it gave notice to the bank or 
dosed the accounts. 

It was true that interest was 


accruing, and indeed was being 
compcainded on a quarterly basis 
but it was being retained by the 
bank. While it might have been a 
debt which was accruing, it was 
not income until it was paid. 

That conclusion was supported 
by authority: see St Lucia Urines 
and Estates Co Ltd v Colonial 
Treasurer of St Lauda |J1924| AC 
506); Leigh v Inland Revenue 
Commissioners ((1927) II TC 590) 
and Dewar v Inland Revenue 
Commissioners ((1935) 19 TC 562}. 

An alternative argument by the 
Crown relying on the anti-avoid¬ 
ance principles laid down by the 
House of-Lords in W. T. Ramsay v 
Inland Revenue Commisriotiers 
111982] AC 300) and evolved in 
Inland Revenue Commissioners v 
McGuddan ([1997] IWLR991.998) 
per Lord Steyn was also rejected. 

The Ramsay principle could not 
property entitle the court to over¬ 
ride a simple and gaiuine 
renegotiation of the basis on which 
interest was to be paid or to accrue 
on an account merely because its 
commercial effect was not very 
different from the original basis far 
the payment of interest and 
because the renegotiation was to 
. improve a company* position so 
far as payment of tax was 
concerned. 

Solicitors: Solicitor of Inland 
Revenue: Unklateis & Paines. 


Jones v Governing Body of 
Burden Conus .School 

Before Lord Justice Stuart-Smith, 
Lord Justice Morritt and Lord 
Justice Robert Walker 
{Judgment April 2} 

The Employment Appeal tribunal 
was bound to give reasons for 
exercising its discretion to allow a 
pant of law not tafcat or conceded 
before the industrial tribunal to be 
raised before iL 

The Court of Appeal so held in a 
reserved judgment in allowing an 
appeal by the Governing Body of 
Burden Coutts School. West¬ 
minster, from an order or the 
Employment Appeal Tribunal (Mr 
Justice Lindsay. Mrs R. Chapman 
and Lord Gladwyn of Dee) ([19971 
ICR 390) allowing an appeal of Mr 
Charles Jones, an employee of the 
school, from' an . industrial 
tribunal. 

Miss Adrienne Morgan for the 
school; Mr Thomas Ktblmg for Mr 
Jones. 

LORD JUSTICE ROBERT 

WALKER said that by an order of 
January 16. 1997 the Employment 
Appeal Tribunal gave leave to Mr 
Jones to amend his notice of appeal 
to the appeal tribunal, allowed the 
appeal and remitted the matter for 
reconsideration by a differently 
constituted industrial tribunal. 

The present appeal was unusual 
since the only issue was whether 
the appeal tribunal was right in 
exercising its discretion to allow 
amendment of the notice or appeal 
to it and to entertain a point of law 
which was conceded before the 
industrial tribunaL 

Mr Jones was employed as a 
school keeper at the school from 
1981 until June 1994. when he 
became the school site manager, a 
different post carrying lower 
remuneration. 

He was still in that post at the 
time of the hearings before the 
industrial tribunaL It was the 
termination of his employment as 
school keeper that led to his 
complaint of unlawful dismissal to 
the industrial tribunaL 

One of his main duties had been 
to supervise foe school deaners. In 
1993 foe governors decided to 
engage contractors to do the denn¬ 
ing. There would therefore no 
longer be a need for the school 
keeper to supervise the deaners. 

The governors approved a draft 
job description for school site 
manager and offered the job to Mr 
Jones, who accepted iL 

The industrial tribunal con- 
duded that Mr Jones was not to be 
regarded as having been dis¬ 
missed by reason of the provisions 
of section 84(1) of the Employment 
Protection (Consolidation) Act 
1978. 

Therefore, Mr Jones* complaint 
of unfair dismissal failed. If he had 
not been dismissed in the eyes of 
foe law he could not have been 
unfairly dismissed. 


Section 84 of the 1978 Act 
provided: 

“(I) If an employee’s contract of 
employment is renewed, or he is 
re-engaged under a new contract 
of employment in pursuance of an 
offer ... made by his emplaver 
before the ending oE his employ¬ 
ment under the previous contract, 
and the renewal or re-engagement 
rakes effect either immediately (Hi 
the ending of that employment... 
then... the employee shall not be 
regarded as having been dis¬ 
missed by his employer by reason 
of the aidin g of his employment 
under the previous contract-" 

in Hempeii v W. H. Smith and 
Sons Ltd (]1986] ICR 365) the 
Employment Appeal Tribunal de¬ 
cided that the provisions of section 
84 did not shut out a claim for 
unfair dismissal made by an 
employee who had been given 
notice of redundancy, had begun a 
trial period in an afternative job, 
but had then been dismissed as 


unsuitable for the alternative 
employment- 

The only point Miss Morgan 
had taken was foal foe appeal 
tribunal should not have enter¬ 
tained the issue at all berause it 
was conceded before the industrial 
tribunal.' 

The authorities showed, how¬ 
ever. foal, although foe appeal 
tribunal had a discretion to allow a 
new point of law to be raised, or a 
conceded point to be reopened, foe 
discretion should be exercised only 
in exceptional circumstances: see 
Kumchyk v Derby City Council 
(] 1978] ICR 1116): Secretary of Stale 
for Employment v Newcastle upon 
Tyne dry Council Q1980J ICR 407) 
and Wilson v Liverpool Corpora¬ 
tion (fl971| I WLR 302). 

In the present case, the appeal 
tribunal recognised that foe con¬ 
sequence of allowing Mr Jones s 
appeal would be a new hearing. 

It was therefore a case in which 
foe appeal tribunal would have 
had to have exceptionally compel¬ 


ling reasons for taking such an 
unusual course. The ruling nf an 
experienced, specialist tribunal on 
a procedural point was entitled «j 
the greatest respect. An appellate 
court would in such a situation be 
disposed m uphold foe exercise uf 
discretion ff it could. 

Bui fo«?ir Lordships were faced 
with an exercise of discretion 
which seemed to run counter to 
established principles, and for 
which no reasons had been given. 
If any court or tribunal exercised 
its discretion in a particularly 
unusual manner it was bound to 
give reasons. 

His Lordship had reluctantly 
come to foe conclusion that the 
ruling of foe appeal tribunal fell 
outside foe range within which foe 
appeal tribunal could reasonably 
exercise its discretion. 

Lord Justice Morritt and Lord 
Justice Stuart-Smith agreed. 

Solicitors: Mr C. T. Wilson, 
Westminster Mr Laurence Gluck. 


Foreign partnership can 
be sued in England 


Oxnard Financing SA v 
Rahn and Others 
Before Lord Justice Nourse. Lord 
Justice Mummery and Sir John 
vinelott 

(Judgment April 1| 

A foreign partnership that did not 
carry on business within foe 
jurisdiction and that was not a 
corporation but had legal person¬ 
ality enabling it to enter into 
contracts could be sued in the 
English courts either by reference 
to its individual partners or to the 
pannership entity. 

The Court of Appeal so held 
dismissing an interlocutory appeal 
by foe defendants, Dr Christian 
Rahn. Hans-Jakob Biedermann. 
Martin Hnab-Biedermann and 
Frank Bodmer, partners in a Swiss 
banking partnership. Rahn and 
Bodmer, from the judgment of Mr 
Justice Roben Walker on July 16, 
199b. holding that foe action by foe 
plaintiffs. Oxnard Financing SA. 
against the defendants in relation 
to a claim made on a contract to 
which Rahn and Bodmer was a 
party, was property constituted. 

Mr Charles Turnbull for the 
defendants; Mr Michael Briggs, 
QC. for foe plaintiffs. 

LORD JUSTICE MUMMERY 
said that foe case concerned a 
daim for payment of C $2 million. 
The plaintiffs'claim was in respect 
of the balance of foe purchase price 
of shares from a Swiss banking 
general partnership. Rahn and 
Bodmer. 

The point for decision related to 
foe joinder as defendants of foe 
four individuals, partners in foe 


Swiss banking partnership. 

The point involved consid¬ 
eration of: 

1 The nature and status of foe bank 
under Swiss law on which there 
was unconiroversial exjxrt evi¬ 
dence, and 

2 The procedure and practice of 
English courts governing the 
method of describing unincor¬ 
porated bodies as parties to 
litigation. 

A general partnership was not a 
corporation under Swiss law. (t 
was an entity distinct from foe 
individual partners in it in certain 
respects. It could make contracts in 
its name, could sue or he sued in its 
name and could own property. 

The individual partners were 
liable for foe debts of the partner¬ 
ship but could only be sued if a 
parmcr became bankrupt or if foe 
partnership was dissolved. 

The judge held that although 
Rahn and Bodmer had foe 
characteristics of a separate entity 
under Swiss law, it was not a 
corporation and that under Eng¬ 
lish law. foe lex fori, the plaintiffs 
had correctly sued Rahn and 
Bodmer in the name of the four 
individuals in their capacity as 
partners. 

The question for derision was 
not whether it was possible to sue 
Rahn and Bodmer in England in 
ns own name as a legal entity 
established under Swiss taw and 
substantively recognised by Eng¬ 
lish law. 

The question was whether h was 
permissible under the procedure 
and practice of English courts to 
sue Rahn and Bodmer in England 
by naming as defendants the 


individual natural persons who 
were partners in it. who traded 
under that name and who were 
sued in that capacity as partners. 

The judge had accurately identi¬ 
fied and answered foe relevant 
question. His conclusion was 
consistent with the decision of the 
Court of Appeal in v'on Hellfeld v 
Rechnitzer (]1914] I Ch 748). 

That procedure did not offend 
the comity of nations. English law 
was foe lex fori and therefore 
governed foe procedure and foe 
procedure included how parties 
sued and should be identified and 
described in the proceedings. 

It was dear from the vrii that 
foe claim was made against the 
bank. Rohm and Bodmer, and that 
foe individuals were only being 
sued in their capacity as partners 
in that foreign entity. 

It was foe foreign genera] 
partnership which was being sued 
by joining the individual partners 
and suing them in foe partnership 
capacity on foe contract made by 
their pannership. 

There was thus a choice as to 
how Rahn and Bodmer was to be 
described in proceedings against it 
in England. It could be sued either 
by reference to foe partners or by 
reference to the entity Rahn and 
Bodmer. 

As there was a choice, failure to 
choose foe latter course did not 
invalidate foe adaption of the 
former. 

Lord Justice Nourse and Sir 
John Vinelott gave concurring 
judgments. 

Solicitors: Bircham & Co: Petm 
& Peters. 
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Retire to 
village life at 
Dauclmveli Hall 


The Duke of Buodeuch's 
former hunting lodge is 
the centrepiece of 
English Courtyard's 
splQtdid development 
of 23 houses and flats set 
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JEFFERSON HOUSE 
BASIL STREET, SW3 
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DON’T MISS 

THE 

SUNDAY TIMES 
SUPPLEMENT 

26th April 1998 

Please call the 
Property team for 
deadlines and 
further information 

0171 4811986 


212 Tower Bridge Road, 
London SE12UP 
Telephone: 
01714072790 
Facsimile: 
01714073275 
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I nsect specialists say global 
warming is bringing a new 
wave of bugs across the 
Channel and that homeown¬ 
ers will find themselves defence¬ 
less. Leading insurance companies 
will not offer policies for damage by 
infestation. The costs of repairing 
your home could go through what's 
left of the roof. 

The British Wood Preserving 
and Damp-proofing Association 
(BWPDA) says that three species of 
wood-boring insects — the house 
longhorn beetle, the death-watch 
beetle and the termite — 
making unprecedented 
antes in Britain. 

The worst are termites, which 
look like overgrown anus in a coat 
of slime. Up to 50.000 of these 
insects, each up to 4in long, can 
invade at once. A buzzing swarm of 
twitching wings and antennae 
could devour your house in days. 

Oria Thomycroft. a widow, saw 
her £300,000 seaside holiday home. 

The Brackens, in Staunton, near 
Barnstaple in north Devon, infest¬ 
ed four years ago after a previous 
owner of the house had brought 
tack a termite-ridden plant from a 
holiday m the south of France. 

The colony was thought to have 
been exterminated, but it has 
recently re-established itself, caus¬ 
ing even more damage. Some 
experts fear that it may have spread 
to other homes in the area, and if 
so. the inseas' resilience could 
mean the start of an epidemic. 

Bruce Eggleton. the managing 
director of McCoy Hill, a Devon- 
based timber preservation sfjeciaJ- 
ist, which tackled the original 
infestation, says: “What people 
need to remember about termites is 
that they have wings and can travel 
between timbers. We live in a 
changing climate and insects are 
very adaptable. 

“Some people are saying the 
termites in Devon will spread, but I 
think they probably already have." 

Mr Eggleton blames their revival 
on a lade of Government support. 
“The owner had already paid 
£6,000 for treatment There was no 
financial help from die Govern¬ 
ment so she was forced to go for the 
cheaper option. This may have led- • 
to wide-scale infestation." 

Dr Tony Bravery, the director of 
the centre for timber technology 



from inner space 


Malcolm Smith reports on a discovery 
that could help in the fight against the 
voracious bug that threatens so much 
of England’s architectural heritage 


The head and thorax of a soldier termite: a large swarm can devour a house in days Photograph: Scharf/Science Photo Library 


and construction at the Building 
Research Establishment, which ad¬ 
vises the Environment Depart¬ 
ment. says: "It is worrying. When 
they were first detected we thought 
they were on the limits of what they 
could cope with in climatic terms." 
The termites’ survival could be 
attributed to warmer winters. 

"living things are distributed by 
environmental conditions. If it is 
getting warmer, as some experts 
suggest, then it is logical that the 
limits of northern distribution will 
start to occur further north." 

Previously, termites are known 
to have moved from southern 
Fiance to Paris! Now they have 
crossed theGhannel. • • - • 

The damage here will be worse, 
Mr Eggleton says. "Most people do 
not realise how many houses are 


buOt with timber. In southern 
Europe and America termites are 
an old problem and people know 
how to deal with iL They build 
houses with concrete foundations to 
stop- termites getting in. We have 
never taken measures like that" 
Nests of millions of insects can 
develop from a single pair. Mr 
Eggleton adds. 

T here are other threats. In a 
report with the insurer the 
Guarantee Protection 
Trust, the BWPDA says: 
“The house longhorn beetle, which 
is capable of boring a hole the size of 
a pencil through most rafters, was 
previously restricted to the micro¬ 
climate of Camberley in Surrey. It 
has now been found in wood taken 
from a Scottish building. 



MES 

ENT 

1998 

the 
n f*»r 
nd 

nation 

1986 


■*12 Ti>»« Bricte< &*■ L? 
kood'in SF.l -LT 
Telephone: 
t'Pi -»'* ^ 

or ttf-sr? 




"Scotland's increasing warmth 
has also proved attractive to the 
death-watch beetle. It used to be too 
cold for insects to breed there. 

"Britain's climatic change has 
already increased property subsi¬ 
dence. Now new wood-boring in¬ 
sects are finding temperatures 
adequate for their breeding cycles 
and are starting to appear in 
previously ‘clear’ areas." 

Mrs Thomycroft faces a repair 
bill of more than £50.000, which a 
friend says she is unlikely to be able, 
to afford. Mrs Thomycroft says: 
"I’m becoming increasingly dis¬ 
traught about the whole affair.” 

And because means testing will 
incorporate The value of her house, 
she is unlikely to receive a local 
authority grant, Mr Eggleton says. 

Worse still, many of the biggest 

BARRY< 


insurance companies say that they 
will not offer cover for damage by 
infestation. 

A spokesman for Commercial 
Union says: “We can extend house¬ 
hold policies to cover accidental 
damage but this specifically ex¬ 
cludes damage caused by moths or 
vermin." 

Guardian Direct's policies ex¬ 
clude "damage caused by infesta¬ 
tions by insects or vermin” although 

a spokesman says the company 
may alter its policies in the future. 

However, if the example of the 
mason wasp, which eats away at 
the stonework of old houses, fa 
anything to go by, the homeowner 
is in for a rough ride. Itwas classed 
as vermin and excluded from every 
major policy' after it became a wide¬ 
spread problem three years ago. 


O f the panoply of timber 
pests that can reduce stur¬ 
dy roof timbers to sawdust, 
death-watch beetle is the hardest to 
eradicate. So ineffective are most 
treatments, an infestation of this 
brown, quarter inch, bug has 
usually meant a replacement of old 
timber with new. until now. 

Research suggests that we could 
finally beat the bugs. For the past 
three years, Steve BeJmain. an 
entomologist employed by Kew 
Gardens and Birkbeck College. 
London, has been scrambling 
around dusty lofts 
studying the biolo¬ 
gy and behaviour of 
these tiny destroy¬ 
ers of histoiy. 

Dr Monique 
Simmonds, who led 
the project says 
“We have discov¬ 
ered that the adult 
beetles can fly and 
are attracted to 
light No one knew 
that before. They By 
once the air tem¬ 
perature is above 
17C, in April and 
May. We've tested 
sticky tapes col¬ 
oured white or yel¬ 
low, which the 
inserts can see in 
dark lofts. They at¬ 
tract females more 
than males. We've 
also had success us¬ 
ing traps with light 
bulbs and UV cJec- 
trocutors." 

Another discov¬ 
ery is that the infes¬ 
tations are not 
always associated 



The beetle goes to work 


with 

donkioporia fungus on the wood, 
as was previously assumed. Dr 
Simmonds adds: "The beetles 
grow faster in fungus-infected 
wood, probably because the larvae 
can bore into it more easily and be¬ 
cause some of the chemicals pro¬ 
duced when old oak decomposes 
attract the adults." So the research¬ 
ers are testing light traps laced 
with these chemicals to make them 
more attractive to beetles. 

Male death-watch beetles bang 
their heads on timber to attract a 
mate — making a noise tike a 
pneumatic drill. The eerie sound 
was once considered a portent of 
family death. - ■ ■' * 

Concentrating their boring on 
oak — the timber used in most of 
our historic buildings — the list of 


disastrous death-watch infesta¬ 
tions include Winchester and 
Salisbury cathedrals. Kew Palace 
and many churches and manor 
houses across southern Britain. 

Death-watch is difficult to treat 
from the surface of infected timber. 
Tony Stephens, of Rentokil Initial, 
says “The larvae burrow deep 
inside for up to ten years, eating all 
the time. Each female lays about 50 
eggs, which develop into larvae. 
We can put insecticide paste on the 
outside or use a water-based spray 
of boric add. But these only 
penetrate; say, half 
an inch in. Wood 
usually has to be cut 
out and replaced 
which is very 
costly." 

The Kew research 
is being funded by 
the European 
Union in recogni¬ 
tion of the scale of 
dealh-walch beetle 
problems across the 
Low Countries and 
in southern Britain. 

John Fiddler, 
head of architectu¬ 
ral conservation at 
English Heritage, 
says "In older 
buildings this is the 
pest that costs the 
most money to 
treat." 

Replacing in¬ 
fected wood in the 
roof of the south 
transept of Win¬ 
chester Cathedral 
cost £60.000 in scaf¬ 
folding and £30.000 
in carpentry costs. 


Mr Fiddler says: "Westminster 
Hall’s hammerbeam roof, the most 
important in Britain, has been 
treated since the turn of the century 
using pesticide smoke bombs, but 
it doesn't penetrate and the 
beetles even hide away in crev¬ 
ices when the bombs go off. They 
aren't stupid. 

"What excites me about the Kew 
research is that attracting the 
aduHs into traps might be more 
effective than using dangerous 
pesticides and solvents which can 
leach out of the wood, damaging 
delicate plasterwork or staining 
decorative finishes." 

Dr Simmonds, meanwhile, is 
looking for more sponsorship to 
perfect the traps. The head-bang¬ 
ing days of the death-watch beetle 
are numbered. 


The Brackens, the north Devon bungalow that became infested after a plant was brought bade from a French holiday 
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Urban escape es are turning to holiday lets, says Amanda Loose 

Flight brigade 
cries ‘South 
Westward Ho!’ 


B ob BlackJock was fed 
up with commuting. 
Leaving home at 
6.15am for a I^-hour trip 
from Guildford to Knights- 
bridge to run a residential 
property 1 company each day 
was exhausting. So Mr 
Blackiock and his wife. Mar¬ 
jorie. swapped Surrey for 
Devon. They now let out 
holiday cottages at BeaJy 
Court, near Chulmleigh. 

The Blacklocks are not 
alone. About 4.900 people 
flee urban living each week, 
according to Urban Exodus, 
a siudv by the University of 
Newcastle upon Tyne for the 
Council for the Protection of 
Rural England, published 
earlier this year. Greater 
London is losing almost twice 
as many townies as all the 

other big dries combined. 

“Leaving home so early 
and returning at 8pm was 
not a particularly attractive 
regime " Mr Blackiock says. 
-London was becoming more 
stressful, and oimmuting 
tiring and a waste of rime. I 
eat to a point where I was in 
my fifties and had to think 
whether l wanted to do this 
for another ten or 15 years. 

•Both our children were 
crowing up and my wife 
wanted to turn her handto 
something interesting. The 
seneral idea was that we 
needed to make big changes 
in our lives. 1 had some 
experience with property, 
and we thought that having a 
home which would also 
bring in an income would oe 
a good way of dealing with 

our lives." , 

After dedding to make the 
change in 1995. the coupte 
sold their home and movea 

into rented accommodation 

while they looked fora house 

in De^. “We thought being 

nsh buyers would be an 
Advantage. We got to .know 
the area and thought it was 
the oentre of the son of self- 


catering holidays we would 
offer, which seemed to be on 
the increase. 

“We found BeaJy Court-a 
seven-bedroom manor house 
with nine cottages converted 
from stone bams. We used 
the proceeds from the sale of 
our home and took out a 
mortgage to make up the 
difference. 

“We felt the place needed a 
facelift We have a rolling 
repairs programme on the 
cottages, and so far have 
spent £7,000 cm furnishings, 
and £5,000 on redecoranon, 
lighting and a new kitchen 
floor in one unit. 

“It has been a steep want- 
mg curve, but we have been 
pleasantly surprised. We 
have exceeded the income 
made by the previous owners 
in our first year. Unus are 



The Blacklocks outside 
their cottage complex 


priced from about £190 a 
week, depending on the sea¬ 
son. with weekend breaks at 
about £100. 

“Marjorie and I work as a 
partnership, which is enjoy¬ 
able. and have the same 
focus. Life is more relaxed- 
I’m still busy, bin it’s a 
different sort of busy. Ifs the 
best thing thai ever hap¬ 
pened to us." 

The bucket and spaders 
have more choice than ever 
before in the West Country, 
as buyers fed up with the rat 
race flock to the area in 
search of holiday cottages 
and cottage complexes to let 
out. according to Jackson- 
Stops & Staff Many would- 
be buyers are empty nesters 
wishing to still earn an 
income, or planning ahead 
for their retirement home, 
with Devon the most popular 
choice. So prices of cottages 
there are rising, and agents 
report lists of applicants 
stretching into the hundreds 
for such properties. 

Michael Clark, at Jackson- 
Stops & Staff in -Exeter, says 
prices of cottages have risen 
by 10 to 15 per cent over the 
fast year, increases fuelled 
by demand far outstripping 
supply. "More than 70 per 
cent of those looking for a 
holiday cottage business 
have never run ate before. 
Many move down from the 
Midlands and South East to 
start afresh. But many are 
pre-retirement age, and not 
in a position to give up their 


jobs without replacing them 
with some form of income, 
and holiday cottages are the 
obvious answer. 

“Of those looking for a 
property with income in the 
area. 87 per cent are in the 
market for holiday cottages 
to let, as opposed to bed and 
breakfasts or hotels. More 
than 65 per cent of buyers 
would consider properties 
that could be converted into 
cottages, such as those with 
bams and outbuildings." 

Collette Qiarsley White; at 
Knight Frank, has a mailing 
list of 400 to 500 people 
looking for self-catering cot¬ 
tages to buy. with upwards of 
£350,000 to spend. 

A t Humberts Commer¬ 
cial in Taunton, Barry 
Lunt says the main 
problem in the area is a lack 
of suitable properties coming 
on to the market "We sold 
nine holiday letting complex¬ 
es in the South West last 
year, ranging from a proper¬ 
ty with three letting cottages 
to a complex with IS units." 
he says. “We currently have 
eight complexes on our 
books, and a register of more 
than 300 serious applicants 
who have yet to find the right 
property." 

The attractions of Devon 
are obvious, according to 
Rick Marchand at 
Marchand Petit in Salcombe, 
who says the majority of 
buyers are from London, the 
Home Counties and the Mid¬ 
lands. “Properties in Devon 
represent good value for 
money," he adds. “The area 
has quite a following, with 
hotspots such as the South 
Hams and Thurlestone, and 
has something for eveiyone: 
sand beaches, boating in the 
Dart and Plym estuaries, 
golf, fishing and walking on 
Dartmoor and. Exmoor. 
Those letting out holiday 
cottages can expect returns of 
about 8 per cent each year." 



Golf in the Algarve 



T oday The Times offers readers the opportunity m 
enjoy a short golf break to Portugal's beautiful 
Algarve. Located on the Quinta do Lago estate, just 
20 minutes from Faro airport. War do Golf Resort Club 
overlooks hundreds of acres of lush woodlands and 
dazzling lagoons. 

You will play at Quinta do Lago and VHamoura 
championship golf courses. 

Vilar do Golf has two restaurants, two swimming pools, 
three floodfit tennis courts, saunas, gym and squash court 
Your accommodation will be a one-bedroom apartment 
with bathroom, living room, cable television, fully equipped 
kitchen (including dishwasher) and a terrace or balcony. 

PRICE INCLUDES: 

• Return scheduled flights with TAP Portugal, 
from Heathrow, Including free carriage 

of golf dubs 

# Three nights’ accommodation 
• Two rounds of precooked golf 
• Avis car hire 
• Buffet breakfast 
• Departure taxes 
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£80 


DAILY DEPARTURES FROM 
APRIL 13 UNTIL JULY 16,1998 

. For further dsfarito send coupon to: 

THE TINES ALGARVE OFFER 
CARAVE 1 A TOURS LIMITED 
38-44 QlLUNttlAM STREET, LOMMMN SWIV 1 HU 


NAME 


ADDRESS. 


POSTCODE. 


ftju may be sent further mtofmatiOrtOrtiXfefsafxlEorAceswWcflnwy J I 
^ of InttreatD you. Kjouclonoiwbfi to participate pJoasetk*b«. I— 1 


ftP&UWL 




FOR BOOKING DETAILS CALL 0171-630 9223 


this offer is operated by Caraveta Tours Umfted, a company independent of Tfcnas Newspapers Limited. ABTA V2166 ATOL 1598 
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TO ADVERTISE CALL: 

01714811986 (TRAD® 
01714814000 (PRIVATE) 


PROPERTY 


0171 782 7828<TRADB 

0171 782 7799(PRIVATE» 



Exceptional split-level penthouses with 
large roof gardens overlooking Broadpte 
from £225.000 1» £450,000 



Just 300 yards from Liverpool Street Station • Restoration of fine 
of Neo-Dutch warehouse * Excellent specification includes folly 
applianced kitchens, solid Maple floors and gas central heating 

A development by sole agents 


A Bright New Way of Living 

A pf Aa CoMtrynda Gra*v 


New apartments 
for sale at 
St Katharine’s Dock 


A 'Wr. ■ 

0171 363 8888 


-or .-poCini-Tv?'! -0 ept 

Daryl Fitzgerald 


^^Aristo 

Developers 

Tk Dvyl ftagnu -pM Mrdn M* el MMb Dnriopn 
P.0. Box 2B9-PiphoL Cnus. BvntaMaOzareatagBLcjtcaB 
TA: 357124*00. F«c 357 SZM29Q, IfeHe 1579 K3TO 


Aefcto_:_ 

_fles:._... Ftc... 

I jOTttredKffea__Mms/VSi/nr 

/rfratQpssfi„__ __- 


• PORTUGAL 
• FRANCE • FLORIDA • CYPRUS 
• TURKEY - • KELAWJ 
• CANARY A BALEARIC ISLANDS 
m THE CARIBBEAN • USA • GIB 
• PLUS MUCH MORE 
• LEGAL. AOVTCfi • FINANCE 
m FLIGHTS m BOOKS 

MOKE CHOICE THAN ANY EVKKTfT 
FOR IBM INFORMATION PACK 
B«HBI mi GAR ROMS (14IMS1 


ADMISSION 

FOR 2 WITH 
THIS ADVCRI 

< Norm ..llv 
CHRDRCN FREE 


LONDON PROPERTY | COUNTRY RE NTALS | PORTUGAL 



THE CITY QUAY 


M ' . 



|i y I3 ,j '■» 


■ Genuinely speaous south and west-feeing 
apartments al with large balconies and marina 

views. 

• Penthouses aft indude substantial terracing. 

• Apartments finished to a high level of specification 
including Bulthaup Kitchens with AEG appliances, 
solid timber veneer doors and 8'6’ exiting heights. 

■ Private landscaped gardens overlooking the 
marina. 

• Secure underground parking. 

• 24 hour security and set within a comprehensively 
managed private estate. 

• 999 year leases. 

• St Katharine's Dock is an established mama 
community within walking distance erf The City 
and within easy access of Canary Wharf and Gty 
Airport 


-«r- w;- '•«-> « _ r 

1/ 



1,2 and 3 bedroom apartments, 
some available for immediate occupation. 

Prices from £250,000. Visit or call the sales office 

on 0171 481 9898 or fax on 0171 481 0364. 


FPDsaviiisi 

_ , i 

0171 488 9586 


nmss-nooDwv 
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UK & OVERSEAS TIMESHARE 



FR ENCH P ROPERTY 
uBggf* EX H 1 B mON 


8TH, 9TH, 10TH MAY 1998 

FXL 11.00 AM TO PM. SAL IOBO AM TO fcOO PM. SUN. 1000 AM TO 5 W PM 
PAVILIONS OF HARROGATE. GREAT YORKSHIRE 
SHOWGROUNDS. HARROGATE. NORTH YORKSHIRE 

OimfaedbyFPWiW^ioorwebBd N tBcOwgKl inSy iO Mia tfpew^m 
2 a lantern Ro»d. Umfao 5 W 20 OUL UqbK Olil M 4 $ 5 « 



P r i v a t e 

PrimeShare 


• Prices to own not rent 

• 11 years experience 

• 14-day cool off 

• Low deposit secures 

• No cancellation fee 

• Full transfer 

• Protected payment 

• Other locations available 

• Free RC1/1I membership 


B U V l N G 


fc^i™aaiEiaa 
E»fTM 0iCTaE3 
N —w tanan 
ir r ’ .w. T .M flKiririigi 

raraaraaEi 

I c^^cTM fisiriaczi 

ESE3 nBPBnBl ^ 1 



^rarn-il selling 


Tel:01473 830083 

Open 09.00.17 JO Mob - Frf 


[TIMESHARE '.I 5* :* 
COUNCIL • “ t 


i Han ran 

irararaci 

Thousands more Ion--priced offers from C095 
fl:ph Season li.\ change - call for details 


Stltetory bfonsitnii b provided to PriseSksrv by Tendon ud it arsifabk bo request Iran PridcSbin 

+ Free Timeshare Insurance 


When yoo porfb*se a timeshare from Primeshare you win beaefit from 12 mouths 
free insurance* covering: 


FcmpitrLirv inahilitx 


I’crm.mcnt cli>iihi!itv 


f ravdlin^ 


^ ore ytwr dnesbarntg. claim back raainieaanrcfecs, - 
fligfacosls 


preventing use of timeshare e.g. dakn differencebetween 

resale valuation and original cosl up to £2500 per ciaifli 


in Europe 


axasortal fnaarrious sports. 

All to 1. „ btenal luleraaiipM, 

_^ Primeshare offers ?w the best value in tin^h.w. : 


IhrllBatar OaaA hanBgi Ra t 




Tel: 01473 830083 Fax: 01473 833388 
Internet info: www.primeshare.co.uk 
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FAX: 
B28CTRADE) 
>9 (PRIVATE 



PORTUGAL 


MAARVI MM* too hiUi Z 

mi drum boon* tn vh* J, 

f*Dt «e maboril Uu Aioart**; t 


and 

t na iartOMl 01628 77 


—■’I ptopana, 


-V» World «>„. 

men. «KTS largeM nn. 

propfTy allow- 0181 542955 


ALGARVE 

IkkjN toefflon Escat vast* 
taat Oita, hi nes as l n 
BW JKSwiJf ww • U**> 
Cbm. CeartaTtone: us« 
s saw* hbm * r. «b : as 3 

DM. Daves me s w ; 

Mb BcMnfl sen asms 
unm SatKy syran sa£j 
wT corawy o«*c i>;n 
in ^cst 

£237,000 ono. 
Tri/Fn; 00351 82 442644 


SPAIN 


CALK Alicaat* Fi^riiwjfo 
nlcMv furnUMd. rn ijm 
ul> £29.500 Cl 344 291ft 1 ' 
fSgnV 0171 93? 4377 iMf. 


COSTA Da SOL Molip t 

SdtmranM >ac 9 ^ 1 ! k wbr 

EKS" wivi Own 

offlen. mzD* feTvun fc 
01628 77B941 _ 

COUNTY HOMESEARCH »IDn» 

dn*. mcra*"r 4 luiJMH PM 
. MVim no! tunadli 
,ppLMSS ^aJ70004MJT. 


CTQ TICKETS !o V*ortCCItfc» 
utr OX’S UidMi ■>«■» 
^ *Jio* 0 1 3 1 542 »B 


MIALCHOS.'ANDALL<aL * 

with GnwT Hi 1 a«c* 


ii*w n i a/OTOOHAMlE. a 

mEEt* !=>— - « 

Maactca. Srin.-v^ ^*? 

eL^.^tu of >? Wb_ 
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^^H^ggC OURSE GALLOP CLEARS WAY FOR COLT TO TACKLE XAAR IN 2,000 

Lend A Hand addpd tn Vintti** 


SPORT 37 


Bv Chris McGrath 

THE success of the French 
champion, Xaar. in the Cra¬ 
ven Stakes ai Newmarket last 
week has left the home defence 
of the Sagitta 2.000 Guineas 
looking in need of assistance. 
Help is at hand, however 
Mark Johnston, the Scotsman 
who has restored the classic 
pedigree of Middleham, in 
Yorkshire, has no intention of 
observing the auld alliance 
when Lend A Hand confronts 
Xaar back on the Rowley Mile 

on Saturday week. 

Yesterday. Johnston took 
his colt for a racecourse gallop 
at Southwell, an exercise de¬ 
signed simply to blow away a 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap; The Fugative 
(2.05 Epsom) 

The Fugative, a course and 
dista nce winner whose best 
- f otto 1 is on soft ground, had 
sufiujnU speed to win over the 
minimum trip ai Folkestone 
recently and can follow up for 
the in-fonnPhilip M itchelL 

Nb: The Glow-Worm 
_(235 Epsom) 


few mental cobwebs. For Lend 
A Hand is following in the 
hoorprints of Mister Baileys in 
1994, and Bijou D’Lnde two 
years ago. Both tackled the 
Guineas without the benefit of 
a prep race, yet they finished 
Gist and third respectively (the 
latter in a three-way photo). 

This spring. Lend A Hand 
has scythed through the ante- 
post market so that he is now 
quoted at 10-1 third favourite. 
His achievements as a juven¬ 
ile were rather more anony¬ 
mous than some of his rivals', 
rounding off a sequence of five 
wins in a Doncaster nursery, 
albeit a highly competitive 
one. and in a group one race in 
Italy, albeit by 7^ lengths. As 



Lend A Hand, ridden by Jason Weaver, gains an emphatic win at Doncaster last autumn, one of live victories as a juvenile 


Johnston said yesterday: “Six 
weeks ago, he had not even 
been mentioned, and if you 
rang up for a price you would 
have been offered 50-1. That 
was unbelievable, but now 
they have probably gone from 
one extreme to the other and 
the odds are a bit tight if 
anything." 

The bookmakers’ sudden 
parsimony is a tribute to 
Johnston's brazen*enthusiasm 
for the way Lend A Hand has 


been working in what he 
believes to be better company 
than was kept by Mister 
Baileys. “When you work a 
group one horse with a h an di¬ 
capper, you have to get quite 
serious in what you ask him to 
do." he said- 

“With Lend A Hand, it has 
been different He has been 
working with another group 
one. horse in Princely Heir, 
and when they look as though 
they are going steadily, well. 


they're not. We haven't really 
pressed any buttons with Lend 
A Hand and yet he is looking 
spot on." 

Princely Heir was probably 
racing over a trip beyond his 
best when beaten fewer than 
seven lengths by Xaar in the 
Craven Stakes. Yet Johnston 
confesses that he does not need 
to make such allowances to 
feel encouraged by even that 
benchmark. Yesterday's exer¬ 
cise. however, was not de¬ 


signed to contrive any further 
cause for optimism, although 
Lend A Hand duly carried 
Darryl I Holland well dear of 
two stablemates at the end of a 
mile on the Fibresand. 

"We knew the horse was 
already fit." Johnston said. 
"The idea was only to give him 
a bit of a bus, get him on his 
toes and excited by the strange 
atmosphere. That'S how it 
worked out. working with 
Asset Manager and Equity 


GUINEAS 


team 


Princess, who is a very good 
horse herself. At this stage 
before Mister Baileys won the 
Guineas, his work probably 
mode us a bit more bullish. 
But six weeks before. I'd been 
fairly depressed about his 
prospects, whereas this horse 
has had us reasonably excited 
all along — and we had no 
need to see him do what 
Mister Baileys did when we 
took him to a racecourse." 

Such positive noises offer 
some relief from the general 
air of fatalism that surrounds 
Xaar’s rivals. Bui there has 
never been any lack of convic¬ 
tion at Ballydoyle concerning 
King Of Kings, the unbeaten 
colt who has continued to 


The meeting at Redcar today 
has been called off after recent 
heavy rain. John Gun dill, the 
derk of the course, said: "It is 
still waterlogged, and that has 
created false parches of 
ground which are unsafe for 
rating. There is still the possi¬ 
bility of showers and it isn't 
improving to the extent that 
racing would be possible." 


work flamboyantly this 
spring. Aidan O’Brien is like¬ 
wise planning to produce him 
fresh for Xaar. 

Nor is Henry Cedi shrink¬ 
ing from the odds-on favour¬ 
ite. yesterday confirming that 
Daggers Drawn, although a 
place behind Princely Heir in 
the Craven Stakes, will none¬ 
theless take his place in the 
Guineas. 

The less experienced Fleet- 
wood, however, will instead 
go for a race at Doncaster 
before going on trial for the 
Vodafone Derby in the Dante 
Stakes at York. Fleetwood 
romped home by eight lengths 
on his sole start at two. in a 
Haydock maiden. 


THUNDERER 

2.10 Chief Predator. 2.40 Step On Eyre. 3.15 
ShariakanndL 3.45 Cavalero. 4.20 Fair And Fancy. 
4.50 Principle Music. 520 Carrington House. 

Carl Evans: 3.45 Cavalero. 4.50 Around The Horn. 


GOING: SOFT 


SIS 


2.10 SYLVIA MARSHALL NOVICES SELUNG 
HURDLE (£1,660:2m) (11 runners) 


1 EOT GRATE EUV1JSH 9 (S) J Altai 6-11-7 . 

2 41PP LQVELARK14 (S Rfcsftartn 6T1-2 M I 

3 00 tlHSEPlfl 20 DGo*8*r 5-11-0™.-6! 

4 6330 WCHYD0NEYB0YS6 tfiSS2D#itai 611-0_AI 

5 F42P wasHsrewERiiziiraiiicnar-u-o-JCUkuy 

6 0045 WESTC0AST 4 (B) M Tata 7-11-0-- CUawSjn 

7 -PP0 BB.-OE-MOOR 18 D Wade 610-8 —-L_ Hfletomy 

B 00 GANEFTS DELIGHT 9 J talon 5-10-9_D Byrne 

9 0Q5 WOODY SOB 9 i PidBHtnfl 6-1D-9-WIMoa 



CAPTAIN PICARD Z72F H Hamas 4-10-6.— ADowtegt 
11 463P BIB PREDATOR35D Wttarm 4-10-8 — MrSOuartp) 
2-1 Greta BWbh. 7-2 Wefcn Spann. 5-1 CUM Predator, fr-i Lariat. 8-1 
tacftytkiwy Bn. Wefcaa. 20-1 Bet-de-Uoa. 33-1 o&arv 

2.40 TQWCE5TER RACECOURSE MEANS 
BUSINESS NOVICES CHASE (£2.921: 2m 61) (12) 

1 UP13 BALLYDQU&AN22(V£S)RMain 10-12-2-SCunn 

K31P BAYUHESTAR25 (S) MuH KMgM 6-11-8_J CuUy 

76P BU8BLE5GALORESTDMcCarthy7-11-2 _... TJUtiphy 

5PV COUGAR RUN 18 IB)L Wefc 7-11-2- PMda 

PTOT FASHOS MAKER41 MaiMctat8-11-2-L Haney 

1-0P GLACIAL NNG 112 (Ej) K Bishop 6-11-2-H Greene 

BHP UGHTDAK LAO 37 A Caret! 7-11-2-UrMRodcta 

/PFP SHARP PENN411 MfflOans 9-11-2... V Stately 

-010 SLVER STANDARD 167 (6/AS) T Fhnter 6-11-2 S Wynn 

2P33 STEP OH EYRE 71 (G5) rFresa 6-11-2-R Johnson 

ABO LADY CLAR1NA 48 (&] 5 Brwfcftw B-iO-11 Mr P CDStrBo (7) 

-004 RMS FOR ROSE 48 (G)1 Foster 7-1611 - RTtartor* 

9-4 Step On Eyre. 4-1 Bn&w S». SHw SWdanL 6-1 Bjfiyitajgan, Fshtai 
Mata. 6-1 Ring Fa Rnsv. 26-1 Gtecta Kbig. Udy Clara. 33-1 com. 

3.15 FLORE NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2.430:2m 51) (IB) 

i Ml APHJLSFVEXTH8 (S) JNrrriie M1-13 (Te»J RJohnmri 
; 44IP SHARWKANND118©J«nB6-11-10-APlfcft* 

3 2033 ffOHLY29RHoftndWflB-U-8 —.— flareiMW! 

4 1262 LYPHAHDS FABLE 47 ®TIfeOW 7-11-7 - E HustandR) 

5 0643 P0RL0CK CASTLE 8 P Htetea 5-11-3-- BFamn 

6 4 POO (ONGSOOWN TW* 62 PJft SmIO ^11-2 .. 

7 -P0U BELARUS65 (BIUrelMciOc6-11-1 - -- SC™ 

• 8 0045 OtHWOGE LADY 2fl N 1«nsH»Itaw 7-10-11 _ C Uearitai 

9 5000 wWTDUCHin«M»mft7.1B.lI . TIMM 
ID 6003 AMNMARJNAN 46 T Cray --TJItaptey 

11 2310 SPIRAL FLYER 135 (S > M tW « 5-1D-11- 

12 P065 PEMNYAHB 14 S ftooKiw 7-10-6- X P) 

13 560P COME OW EUSH 41 JU1WJ 6-10-4- 6 

15 S5S 

. Is WOO RHYTHM AND BOOZE 32 J Tut* B-10-D -S Mrtfite 

1 61 AB..I Sereodt Bta^HUJjJ FaW - ^ “ 

cast*-, oartoge intr. Sum njo. 10-1 e ms- 

SS 

Cwjgar Run 3.45 L>bu Val 4 SO Mr Flanagan. 


3.45 LAND ROVER CHAMPIONSHIP HUNTERS 
CHASE (Amateurs: £4,065:3m If) (8) 

1 1111 CAVALET018 (F.0.S1 H Mamas 9-T2-7 A Chutac-Jota (7) 

2 1323 CETICTOVffl 3P fFASJ P MKTb 10-12-4 . CJBB3ffem|7) 

- 3 1-11 HA6AR>3G(FJB)Ihnnirreon612-4_ SDinct|3) 

4 2111 S0RRaHa±11P(S)MsCfodniniM?-4.„ LJnflortp) 

5 2U33 UBU VAL38P ffl/.GS] W Bedril 12-12-4 .. S Swtars 

8 52U3 VHffrBYIlPjqMCMaMBWrePDfl 1612-4 CSUcMDnm 

7 1232 GRECMHLAml7PI(LS)GJTfcTy 10-11-8- GTsnyisi 

8 <343 MORCHARDIttiY BP (m RT Brat 11-11-4 ... J Away (7) 
9-4 Okrieio. 7-2 Sonl HO. 4-1 IteBV. 61 lftu VSt 61 Gteoai Lark. 12-1 
Cette Tom, 161 WMhy. 261 Mvchad telly. 


4.20 


NOBOTTlf HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£1,898:2m) (10) 

1 1230 DRAMAWffi^ 


17-11-2 APMecoy 

S Fax 


' 2 2530 FAIR MCI 

3 GPRJ HTB0IAGB9 (0.G9JI _ . 

4 0240 AM9SQTL18B.C0AS)GMfiCail7-1612 RHoteswp) 

5 3638 HAWTHORNE Oat 32 (CDA6£)J Long 11-1611 B Fenton 

6 2/PF GREAT STUFF 25 C Brocks 7-1610_GBndn 

7 P-00 SMPLYS7(IXFAS)MtaZDulstn6160— AMnB(t) 

B OOTO R0SEHALL 40 p.B Uh T PHMngtm 7-160-VSWSOY 

9 OF30 Sffi PAGEANT IB (&.&S) K Brttnwtar 6160 M SIBtha (7) 
10 -OPD POStTM)65MtssCCan7-160-*-DLMy 

7-2 Greai Sue. 62 tarihome Oka 6i Fter And Faicy, AM Son I. 61. 
Waimgyc, 61 Dnra&s. 14-15k Ptynt 16i ottarei 


4.50 HARTWELL LAND R0VB1 HUNTERS CHASE 

(Amateurs: £1.646:2m 110yd) (16) 


11B0 PRHCfLEUUHG9G¥£S}MtaKMata 1612-8 APtfln(7) 
P-F4 AR01M THE HORN 66P (DAS) UiDGrissri 11-11-13 

NtaCQrtnel 

025P BEAU BABUARD 9 {D.G.S1 P fHOnrHs 11-11-13 JYom 

1RRP CARDINAL RS) BP ff AS) H Mw 11-11-13- k Wng 

■P40 EASTERN ftEASIHJE 47 ft.G.31HTOBM11-11-13 TBany 
12GD GOOD FOR A LAUGH 19 fiJAS) J ftinn 14-11-13 JYtug 
P3P2 HALHAM TARN IBP H Maims 611-13. AOmtalm 
P030 K11NG TIME 188 (FS S Lata 7-11-13 — CRT 
BPP4 RMG OF SHADOWS 8 fG) Mtsa C Cankn 11-11-13 S Prior 1 
MW MR AANAGAN 46P (B.G.S) C among 12-11-13 E Janos ( 
3PU6 RUSTIC GBIT 22 (D/S) Start 1611-13 UtatEJ Jones 
4-62 SAYM0RE25P (DAS) PMore 12-11-13 . CJBBa«*j 


13 PRPP SCRPT33 (HJJE.aaMItaphr7-11-13 ... PMcAlfler 
MMCAT0R 382 (8) MM 12-11-13 H ItaM 
I PHanss 1611-13 BKantR 


TOP IT ALL 333 (6D.G) I 

TUDOR FABLE 22 (GS) C SaeeUng 1611-13 R SwWhfl | 


15 PP6 

16 644 

61 Principle Mtric. 4-1 Beat BaUBarL n-2 Goad Fa A tanh. 6i Tata Fstte. 
161 VtettumTan, «ng 01 Staton 12-1 Seymore. 161 rtherj. 


5.20 T0WCESTER RACECOURSE CONFERENCES 
STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT RACE (£1,371:) (18) 

1 12 KMGHT5BRDGE LAD 6 (F) Mss V MBani 611-11 R Jotaaan 

2 PFU B0RDBUJ8HT9PHktenoen6H-4 --ADo^(7) 

3 BRAVEKWGGMcCael611-4 ..Wlttnn 

4 CAMWETON HOUSE K Bauer 611-4-*frR«Wk»(3J 

5 6 GUCMLWVB1 BO DC« 611-4- Ota*y 

G o S0U1WRMXJW1135SBmrthai611-4 _ _ MrSOmekO) 

7 0 SIONFSTHfflW39 0 MQUhb 611-4 .... . AMagje 

8 8 WK«U vamira S3Jttifl6l1-4. MRUnrds 

9 D WfDBJEYS 39 A Caidi 611^-GBodky 

ID 32 YOUNG THRUSTER 46 N TrtkH-OMies 611-4. CUemKfn 

11 0 CHKSELAN1BW46TCasey61613- MOaAe 

12 CLASSICFMLEJRKdrt616i3 - Bhawn 

13 4 CLBO MOW 57 J Natal 61613.:-..0 Byrne 

14 Stt MORE RJRROWS S tooteto* 61613-XWzjwug) 

15 0 SNXWSWBITS71 MbsVMItan61613 IMQ 

IS 0 VERITY VALENTHE 48 A Tinea 61613 . . M Grtdtas (7) 

17 M06AYEJNedflr4-1612. RUBniBi 

18 2 SEF44 (BF) J Ktag 4-1612-... APMcCay 

7-2 Yang Ttausn. 62 tudgMsbndOB Led. 61 Starris llita. 7-1 CaTkqpn 
House. 61 Scd. 12-1 Soumaretam. YWfitayX Slk Vaskane, 14-1 oBtre 


The Glow-Worm can shine 


EPSOM ' 
CHANNEL4 

3.05: Selhurstpark Flyer, the 
Wokingham winner, has won 
twice here and confirmed his 
liking for the track when 
beaten a head in this last year 
off a 3lb lower mark, but they 
may need to come over to the 
stands'-side for him to profit 
from a high draw. Juwwi's 
rejuvenation owes much to a 
lenient all-weather rating, 
whereas Marengo—likewise 
seeking a treble after flour¬ 
ishing on die sand — is 
equally well treated on some 
of his turf form, notably being 
121b better off for defeat by 
The Fugative (stole a slowly- 
run race last time) on easy 
ground over course and dis¬ 
tance last summer. Cauda 
Equina should appreciate an 
extra furlong this time and 
Shamanic might, by contrast, 
profit from the drop in trip, 
but Jayannpee needs faster 
ground and stronger 
handling. 

235: St Helensfidd revealed a 
high knee action at two and 
may not be ideally suited by 
this course. The Glow-Worm, 
the only Derby entry, may not 



TODAY S RACES 
ON TELEVISION 


return for the classic, but did 
round off an admirable two- 
year-old campaign by deny¬ 
ing the promising Noble 
Demand in a competitive 
Newmarket nursery. Achilles 
won a modest maiden at the 
Lincoln meeting, but did han¬ 
dle the undulations of 
Goodwood last year. Dashing 
Chief, however, has run only 
on fast ground. 

3.10: Mersey Beat, like 
Waked, is fit from hurdling, 
but finished tired in the 
Ain tree mud and may again 
find conditions against him 
here. Artie Courier ran third 
off S3 in this last year. and. 
while that was a slowly-run 
race and he lost his form 
afterwards, he looks interest¬ 


ing off 74 after showing signs 
of life on the all-weather. 
There is again no guaranteed 
pace today, however, and 
Temptress could make all off 
her low weight if coping with 
the mud She shaped with 
more encouragement on her 
reappearance at Newmarket 
last week. Supreme Sound 
and Rebel County must prove 
their stamina, but High On 
Life has had a change of 
scene. 

3.40: Hajr has been gelded 
and can be expected to im¬ 
prove for his reappearance in 
the Lincoln, but Prince Of 
Denial is a highly progres¬ 
sive handicapper who looked 
unlucky in the Rosebery 
Handicap at Kempton. He 
can reverse form with Al¬ 
mond Rock, always promi¬ 
nent in a steadily-run race, 
but Present Arms could pose 
more of a threat Another 
Time needs faster ground, but 
Komreyev Dancer ran well 
on his return to turf at 
Doncaster last month and the 
form has worked out well. He 
could prove better over this 
shorter trip. 

Chris McGrath 


RESULTS FROM YESTERDAY’S THREE MEETINGS 


0SB0 




ire Insure 



Pontefract 

Going: good lo soil (soft in places) 

2.15 (5f) 1. Sue Ma (A NKrtJteJHJ-2; 
Munob Part (100-30 (avj: 3. Hen^The 
uavrifro-i) 12 ran. NH: Mifelnan 

1»l M D NldlC'IS. TOla ® '^-SnS' 

C160 K80. OF: £17 00 Jno 

CSF CZ7.95 TncSSh E225-W. 

2.50 (G0 1. CharfDB Bnd0(Kparisy. 

Qf: £154 40 Tro- £291,40. CSF. tisj « 
Bought i*i 6.700 gns. 

b*" TsaftSfik®- 

DfeS20 Tno. C«40 CSF. £11-15 ^ 

“"tfSaagsgs 

S'SKaff* 8 ^ 

CSF: 

44. Trwa&r. CfiGS 42. 



fME 

imi 

SSP 



1 H 

'ICE 163 


4 SO {2m if 22yd) 1. HighfieMRa (L 

tmai t Cun Alfiri 5 fan 5*. 2W C 
£200 DF: 

£600 CSF:C1711. 

5^1(61)1 Sarah Slones (P Hote nd. 1M 

1 a Fav f7-1 J 9 ran 1HM JjjJ 

P23fv £150. £2*0. C2.00 OF: Cl2 00. 
WE351t>CSF.C:420. 

jackpot: rot wo^ JP^^^' 144 - 76 

SSSloward K) Epso" 1 

Hoopoe £ZXx20 Owdpoc £13,10 

Folkestone 

Going: soft (heavy m places) 

9 00 (ST) 1 Lively Lady (R Cotfmine. 11- 

«»ysrarfSiftsyss 

ggo B DF- £14 50 Trio- £39-30 CSF. 

»i Chjuifllfl (T Quinn, 9-2). 2. 
M0 l®) ^’uSSiiO-il 3 Sara Moon 

sifsStsvs 

SS & E^xn 

a^SSssvgSis 


SiraniBfaLieen[7-Z).3. B)g8en(2-1 law) 
7 ran. Nft MkdEra Nk. 3fcl. V Soane Tote. 
£&80; £3.00, E2.10. DF: £1680. CSF 
£20.57 

aao (im If 148yd) 1, Aspirant Etaneer (H 
Uutea 3-1). & AiriteWi Charmer (361): 
3, Courage UndSfto (8-1). MBrtcal 
Colours 11-4 feu 15 ran *1.71 M fen. 
Tolo: E3.0O; £2 40. C5.30. Cl Btt DF: 
C15750. Tnor £27080. CSF: CB8.I0. 
Tncast SS9^4 

Ptecepot E6S.00 Quadpot £7930. 


Chepstow 


Going: heavy 
ZAO Ora 21 110yd ch) i. Pannymoor 
Prince (J Frost 61): 2, Newon Port! 168 
fav): 3. Htky Sira (12-1). 7 ran H da( R 

Frool Tote- C5 Off. fe 40. £1 70 Iff: C4 80. 
CSF: £12.33 

3.10 (2m 110yd i. RuDhahunteh (L 
Harvey. 3-1 knO.2. Cheartul Aapod (7-2). 
3. Tfaetan (11-4). b ran a, 3 m fesioy. 
Tote. £3. Jim 10. £160, £1 80. DF £5 W. 
CSF E8S7 Tncast: £16.89 

140 (3m ch) 1. Saflron Moss (Miss F 
Wboiffl.il'a Archer (12-1).a MrNM 
(25-1). Twikahi Tom 7-2 lav 11 ray NR 
Cette Dautfier, QkW» Boon. 2'.H, 171. 
Mrs SfftSe: EW». BM0. £170, 
CfifiO DF: £443.50. CSF 1 £334BO. Trio. 
£288 90 (pal wr Pool of £297.14 corned 
forward to 3 40 Epsom uxtty). 

4.10 (2m 110yd hdte) 1. Poter Prosper (G 
rormey, J-9 lav): 2. &anc(Gous^ 0^1). 3 
MetSum wave (61) 7 ran fl da P 
Hobbs. Tote- Cl .40. El 10. £180. DF 1 
Cl 80. CSF-£221 

4.40 (2m 110yd chi 1. Owenbw»(MrJp 
unara, 20-1), Z. Ambtes*0e^(7-4); 3, 
nocWantfc Outer (2D-11 CoolCuvwr4-6 
taTBrarTi!»i,dtol RAjrar.Tote£1&« 
£220, 0.40. £1 40 DF: 07-40 CSF: 
£49.95. 

6.10 (£m 41110yd htfe) 1. KBbrife Lad (A 
M^.&^:S.2aagrlanB^}.3,Tc^ 
Bay(20-11 tnani»T51W. 11 fWJ 2LB D 
K Tote. £2TO CIO. £2 30. 
El 50. OF- £28.00. TW CS7.TO CSF 
£2803 

Ptacepotsmoo. 

Quadpot £8150. 


PERTH 


THUNDERER 

JL20 Joe Shaw. 2.50 Pentiands Flyer. 350 Nordance 
Prince. 3^0 Get Real. 4.25 Gienugie. 4.55 Bom To 
F*!ease. 5^5 Arc Of The Diver. 


GCHNG: GOOD (GOOD TO FIRM IN PLACES) 


SIS 


2.20 PARTY HAS STARTED MURRAYSHAU. NOTE 
MAIDEN HURDLE (Div I: E2.0T0:2m 41110yd) (12 runnerc) 

1 00 CHM&JE DDR 135 J Dokls 611-7-I* L Tcrepta (7) - 

2 M3 HBHAND VtW 26 (S) J Iferad Jrinsan 6l 1 -7 P Cariteny 87 

3 /P-4 IA0ES BOY 16 C Mm 7-11-7 ..— R Dorenody - 

4 4600 JOE SHAW 42 Mrs M ttariey 611-7-- P *** 1 4(S, 

5 20 0QH AH CANTONA 51 M iteinwd 7-H-7 Ur C Banner (3) Q2) 

6 20P0 FARS0N5 GREEN BOY 28 S/) W Kara 611-7 R Mcfenp) - 

7 550 PE3SMSTCDK*32UreDInomM6H-7 . NWBunsai 79 

8 PR00 Tl€ VALE 18F8Mctdta611-7-JSufrir - 

9 P55P THffiGBffW 5 P M*tail611-7-ADaMhi - 

ID 6306 WCTOflLAS2L0 137RAttn611-7-MAFknaaU 104 

tf 0 HUAVEHY 1H0UGHT209MbO Thmson 7-J1-J . . DWar - 
12 6 LADY ABO® II JBirtffl 7-11-2 —...MMoknflr - 

62 Odi «i Cartona. 61 Joe Sta*. 7-2 bdes Bsy. 4-1 Mgmm Vita. 61 Wtt 
i xml 261 CtearHe tfOr. Lady tat. 361 Otter* 


2.50 SCOTTISH MEMORIES MEMORIAL HANDICAP 
CHASE (£5,865:2m 4f 110yd) <9) 

1 1112 C0RST0N JOKER 5 (BJJ^.Gj L Lingo 611-10 . 9 Suppta 115 
?aj0D HEALTWOCaBiD^AS)6fteta*611-9PCarteny 109 
3 4812 BALLYLME20 (m)WK enfl7-11 -6 - — - -AfloW 112 
A 1UPP P9TTLANDSFLYW22 [Cll^ JH JcriasBnr-lll lJN Wkainson 117 

5 S423 VWEAWK33(OF)MHnM610-13-Hferrttiy 115 

S 3611 WBMfflHaiBWjjFfctapkyUM -MARBanttEEH 

7 2143 BRAIL'S DGUGHT18 R Abo 1610-7 --L Wya 118 

8 2W IhCUBERTIUFAS)MistReadl6167 __ ATtenn 114 

9 416 liDQ6TAN J70(0/5)kYsDTMmsre 11-i(H) . BSDrey 111 
61 BUMte. 7-2 Codon Jotar. 61 Wootaktc, 61 bar's DeltghL 61 
PMtams Rjb. 161 Real look. Wise Adrtct 261 omttt. 


3.20 TULUS NOVICES HURDLE (£3,500:2m) (10) 

1 1100 N0HDANCEPHIC£34(D^) V)WILaiB7-11-1DNV)8to16llflI^5 

2 410 DAM 78 (DjGJJCteritfln 611-7-BSternyTZT 

3 2124 COUNTRY OACHD 33 (V) 1*5 M Heriey 7-11-5 P f*(Bl 127 

4 4 JONA HOLLEY 9 U HtakteMd 611-1- RGanttylW 

5 55 MUTASARWf 51 Jttatts 611-1-MrLTcmptefT) 106 

8 40TO NOROfiKLEGae32IBsDIhoman611-1 _AThontat 97 

7 060 TOP ACE 23 Gmdants fi-ll-1 . .BKanSng - 

8 0007 WARMS 764 Mn J Bm*T 7-11-1-GLK - 

a 2528 ffiLAU»e53«>M/tanmin16I69 .. HHonttetS) 118 
10 2 THE R0UNDSLL5 28 M iMncon 4-169 DGatttfier 95 

62NoitanceFiMa. 7-2Coa*yOnW. 61 TteRwtesifc, 7-1 Hai 61 Joa 
HoBcy. Fad A Lw, 12-1 MAttariL Top Ate, 361 ottos 


3.50 EHNST A YOUNG NOVICES CHASE 

(£7^20: 2m 41110yd) (6) 

1 3422 ASHWELLBOY20PKates7-ll-u RDmoody 
"‘118(&F,G)Wssl 


2 Uf2P BLAB CACTLE IB(tLF.G) WssLBusseU 7-Ti-ll A Thomoa IS 

3 -ill GET REAL 14 (GJS) N(teretaun 7-11-11 _ MARtegereU 131 

4 411U STAN'S YOUR MAN 4 <PFJS) Us J Gowfcfcw 611-7 

MrMBarttoitK (5) 128 

56112 DR BONES GO ®S1 F 611-3-PCartory 121 

83121 RBHMJKAHOTBm.SJJHJoiWM^iraEUte^ 125 
7-4 AstiwN Boy. 2-1 Gel RnL 61 DrBoe M lauwoort. 12-1 

Stall You Mn. 

4.25 BALLA7HE HOUSE HOTEL HANDICAP HURDLE 
(£3.720:2m 110yd) (7) 

1 0111 GUMJ&E 2 ro.f US) G M Uoore 7-12-2 (6al N Hanoty (7) 

2 34U0 THJAVTrAITCH BICDi.W) J GoWe 611-9 STaytor (3) L 

3 frao. EDEN DANCER 64 (CD.F.6) J H Johnson 6U-6 PCarotny u 

4 1216 COUNT TONY 53 U KvnxxiO 4-11-5 . . HGanBy 109 

5 114 THttJAO 164 M Rratey 611-0 — P »«n 103 

G 1002 KING OF TNEVES14 (ILS) C Mara 61613. D Gabster 100 
7 4244 COMMON SOUND 9 (D^)J Banter 7-166 „ _ A Drama 111 

61 Twttaii 7-g Oaagia Court low. 4-1 Kim 01 Thews. 162 Gonmow Sounfl. 
161 Eon Omar. 261 TretetnWeft 


4.55 S KAY CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AMATEUR 
RIDERS HANDICAP HURDLE (£3.903:3m 110yd) (10) 

1 110U UKStAN32(BFJ]£5)LLunBo7-11-10 - B Hbson |7) HB! 

2 23FP GLOBAL LEGEM) 42 JHmUttflsan 611-UTcnptt (7) iS> 

3 226 HUSO 498 ff^H (kite TYretei :61613 WOnta-ftwteB (7) 99 

4 63-5 HAND OF STRAWS A Widtas 6167_K Bewick (7) 101 

5 4-50 BORN TOKEASE147(CA P Notts6167 _ PRym(7) 112 

6 0231 COnSTDKW BOY 26 {GJ Ma Banana M0< M Bradteme Si 109 

7 4636 COWMEN GLEN 9 (/J) u Jtanren) 6J65 E Bans (3) iw 

8 -340 9U30MKG3mOI(nUr.onnrcBn6i[MJ 

Mcs P Rotsm IS) 100 

9 600 WAR CUJSEH Iff H taqi 61041_UJRud0y(7] 99 

lOWF FLOWS) OF DUNBLANE 23 (D) Us D naracnMOO 

G Span (7) 95 

62 Ctnawio Boy. 61 Ute Sub. 61 Conranftr Gtan. 61 SonTaPfcass. 61 
Mai Letnd, Hans 01 S». 16i Huso. 261 dOkl 

5.25 PARTY HAS STARTED MURRAYSHAU HOTEL 
MAIDEN HURDLE (Div B- £2,010:2m 4f 110yd) (11) 

1 ARC QF THE NVS520F Mis VVHIsm 611-7 NWMaoBoa 

2 3F32 CATHSMFS CHOICE 11 JJrteriai 611-7-L “ 

3 3PP0 DflETCWW26WKemp6n-7.STayttrpl 

4 0663 DAMZA40NUssai61l-7-- RGaea 93 

5 FIAMNG SUNREE R Mdtaatt 7-11-7.RSatfe - 

6 -3F6 GOLF LAND 9 WfifiBl 611-7- Tftad - 

7 5 NORDIC OFT 236 Mrs DIUhot 611-7 —_ .DPartzr - 

B -050 WE BURGLAR HR Gotte 611-7. -BHtedog - 

9 500 THE OTHER HALF 9 LLu>0O 611-7-Mr B 63*00(7) - 

10 3353 YtUCSTiVBMBUcSBaawar-n-7UrUBrett»Mfi) IDG 

71 DP3S P«0VATE 40 MS L tests 611-2 -A Thoms 97 

9-4 CuiBite'sCnoc& 7-2Young Stem. 61 Dana.61 AreOllteDuct. 12-1 
Chief CDOK 161 Gad Lent. Tte Ofta tm. 3)-1 ottos. 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


Perth 


TRAINERS: P Ha&OC. Ifi wmnere tom 31 runnoit. 516%. Mre M 
Rcveiey, tom 57. 3E BV J Gekfio. 15 horn 55. 273%: G 
Fbchorofi, is tram BO, 23 B%:J Dodds. 3 Iram 13.231%. I UkHQ.fi 
trom 26,231%; P Morrotlh. 18 800180.235% JOCKEYS: P Niven. 
23 wrirars trom 74 ndos, 311%, R Carrmy. 13 ham 52.25 0%: A 
DooOtn, 19 tram 78,24 4%, w VKUamsan. 8 Irani 35.233% 


Towcester 

TRAINERS: D Nfctmteoa 26 wraers tom 68 ramas. 412%. R 
Curas, 6 horn 20.30 0%. Mss V VWUtans. 5 from 17.29.4%. K feBey, 
12 from 48. 250%. P Ittchens. 3 hum 15. 30-0% JOCKEYS: A 
Maguire. 21 winners from 62 rides. 333%. A P McCoy. 12 trom 80. 
20 0%, D Byrne. 4 tom 22. 182%: G Bradley. 5 tram 34,14.7%: R 
Johnson, 8 tram 62,123%. WMarsten, 11 hom 88.12.5%. 


EPSOM 


2.05 Desert Lynx 
2-35 THE GLOW-WORM (nap) 
3.10 Assured Gamble 


THUNDERER 

3.4Q Komreyev Dancer 

4.15 Spring Fever 

4.45 Forest Boy 


Timekeepers top rating: 3.40 PRINCE OF DENIAL 

Our Newmarket Correspondent: 2J35 Dashing Chief. 3.40 HAJR (nap). 


GUIDE TO OUR RACECARD 


103 112) (HWT GOOD TOES 74 lCDBfJ.eS) MsD telttOT) BWI6I60 BWsd(4i 8& 


^OTl WW. Do* ci Dadd £n4igjrt 
tom ff — leu F — pulled <o U — npy ift i 
n dq B —DrtMya tttsn s - udo&i iq. R — 
rossL D- ca?A.i*i Hne& rate Days 
ace ix) ornnj. j d F j i!a (B- 
ttetefi v —*k h- real E - f F edwJ 
C — coufMvraei. U — czsnuwmra CD-— 


rane ana os&nce nra> B? — Sa» 
itaounta m t£M race] Gong on tfnch nxe he 
non IF - tarn, goal a hire tan G - ecu 
S-afl.Goodtosoft.Bean! OwierdfiacfcLi 
Toner Agsanaaad^ Rdnchsanf aidMSte 
Inwkeeso'j anil rahns 


GOING. SOFT 

DRAW- 5F, HIGH NUMBERS BEST 


TOTE JACKPOT MEETING 
SIS 


2.05 BAH STEAD HANDICAP 

(£6,938 6Q (11 runners) 

101 
m 

103 

1M 

105 

106 
107 


(ill 315060 SEOiURSTPARK FLYBt25 lOV.S) rC DrStni JBery '-160 P Rotem (3) 113 
P) D40GD6 4AyANHPaa»m/.©<ltE«te»iaal(Wi8 7 6l3. LawofMritemfT) 103 
16) 046E06 KING OF PERU 214 (D.F.GSl (U C 5 D RjcntJ N Usnoden 66 iC JWtoar FTTH 


■ i» 304-11 JlffiW113IUJuJEBfltaiJB™SeY66l0 ... 

'»! .111060 DESERT LYNX 9 (D-6) ttas N Utaoa) I lucre 669 . . 

13 650026 SMA14A»C W (OF.G) |A2onfearSMflS WcotB669 _ 
... f7< 060605 MUDAHMNA9pf£.5)tMFoiiUC»TOn^6a 

IDS (10r -433360 EA5TBW PROPieS 9 {OfS\ IUn J Puctes! G Lons 684 
1D9 (BI 0000-01 Ttft RJSATTJE15 (CD.GS1 U teJamn P ttteteU 67-11 
110 (5) 000611 UARENGQ 18 (D) fJ Stag) j 4unu9 4 7 10 


SDranc 10Q 
SScOre W 
. KFrian S3 

.. TQrtn B7 

PMErttay 73 
. - RRrench 87 

1 ■ mwanwi IB |Uf |J JM||| J mim H-, • IQ __ _ jQlO 92 

l4j 001*403 hEEl 6AZ 19 (D.5J [W P3MSB1 J 67-10 . G Battel 67 

Long Rnteap Plan Gr 7 3 

BETIMG- 61 lte fujrnf. n-2 Uatngo. 61 Safioanil Rra. 7-1 Jwwwc. Kng 01 Fere. Ster^nc. 8 1 
Jinre>. Caste iquma. lO-i cur. 

1997 LOftOOUVBl 761U Dteoi nij) ir Jams lOon 

SeBurstpart Flyer 131 8ffl ot 9 n Monaassdl in fisted stages x 
Donrasst (0. 300a u> soft), araousry 9%t 2ia « 29 to WiU- 
Hood Rower in handicap at Ayr {61. good u sbR] m& King 0( 


FORM FOCUS 


Peru (lib worse oil) iS! JSm. Jayannpee 9’*l bsi oi li id TedDumw m randicaa at fern (51 
good 10 ton) Juwwi beat Nototoo 2'«l in 8-mnnef hanrtcap a lingfield (SI. etutoacti). Desert 
Lynx 241 ifirn ot 24 to hbrad re rouheap as Keratfon (fit. sotn wOi Eastern Praphec (levels) 391 
tad. Sbsnauc S’il 6* of 9 a Seoa Spring in soles ai Brataon (71214yd. good to rum) Cauda 
Edu*a6krt 5th ol 9 hi Mungo Part m hapdKBa tavraflt 1 % sohl Tte Fugahve beaOtter nil 
re 4-runner ;c*ss a FoJkeione (5). soft; Marengo heal RwK 41 n 10-nmer nawtop 

ai Wtiotampion (6t. toresand) 

SELHURSTPARK FLYER goes nay wed here and is an a wnttg mart 


2.35 SCHRODER UNrT TRUSTS BLUE FUBAfffl TTHAL 

(Conditions race: 3-Y-0: £7.941:1m 4110yd) (5 runners) 

201 (4) 3223-1 ACHLLES 26 (S) (Actefits ttBattanal) N Lttmn&n 8-12.. J Wearer 105 

202 15) MC16 OASWGCHEF 172(F)(LordtemoamlUtaw612 .... PRobinsga 112 

203 12) 123- ST t&fMSFEU) 172 (F) (P Dev) M JOKWi 612.D Hobnd [Q3 

204 (1) 13831- THEOLMUAURM 187(81 (l»SJCtnWnB(4te0-12.UHtas 111 

205 (» 360610 MAKE BaJEVE 6 (D.G)PI lea) MP«Blase 65 --D tturtson 74 

BETTING: 2-1 Tte GteWm 11-4 Si Heksdrin. 61 Aatfcs. 7-2 Oaring Orel. 261 tote Betett 

1M7: PAU0 SKY 90 Pat EtMoy (813 to) J [hiring 3 ran 

I Anchor 61 in li-runner 3yo maiden slates at 
d. good to att) SlHtttnlMd19(l3rQol7 
f in 2w states (listed) at Newmarket (im 2L good 
' i beat Noble Demand netfc m 28-nimB 


Achites beat 
Doncaster (lm 
_ to 

to ton) with Dashing Chid (leuets) 2f&i The 


FORM FOCUS 


2yo handicap ai Newnartet (im. Qood lo sod). 

TIC BLOW-WORM is usehil Aeady and bred to be a very good horse a ibis trip 


3.1 0 STANLEY RACING GREAT METROPOLITAN 
HANDICAP (£8.325: Im 4110yd) (12 runners) 


(12) 00002-5 STATE FAR 53 (F) (R Mods] B HU 69-13_HHfe 106 

(2) 1/2036 NERSEVBEAT201 (BPond)GlMon4-612. ACtek 109 

(4) 3S1S26 MMKEH. 14J (DJ.S) (M DiMUli) U Ptrm 69-9_H Roberts 96 

(6) 121006 CYKAN 246 (TLS) (Lwd DnnaughiMn) P Cole 69-B-Tftran ma 

(1) 25114-0 JAWAH 7 (BF,(LS) (H At-klABte) K MM 4-64_ DOUBTFUL 112 

© 000050- ASSURE)GAMBLE 187(D.G) (E GonstaacQCBrttita4-M — RnEatey 

(11) 035644 ARUCCOURSt34(V.BF.COJ.G)(AHardy)DCtGQme7-612 . MRnmer 

(8) 411364 SUPRBC SOUND 13 (F.6) (Ma P Harris) P Haris 4-8-9_ K Fatal 

t10) 024060 REB&C0Uim26(C^.(LS)(S>KMki«ttQta8| AEteJey5-6-fi J Bosley (7) 

(3) 405436 1HU0N1B4 (Come Rma LU) J Jerikte 4-65_Q Hutton 

(9) 220336 MGHONLBE229(CtatebayBkoastodiLKQJAtahud4-B-2 RRrench 

(7) 003860 TBFTRESS 7 (D^S) (P Banefi) J l Itaris 67-10_J ttanM 

BETIMG: 62 ttpara Sowd. 61 Utated, 61 Sw Fan. 162 Cyrtm. 7 1 risved Gantri. ttabd Coriv. 61 
Mott On Lie. 161 ettere 

1997: PfflCE KMSKY 4-62 D Hantaw (361) J 0U19 ran 


301 

30? 

303 

384 

305 

306 

307 

308 

309 

310 

311 

312 


IM 

111 

97 

96 

60 

B2 

83 


Sq!b Mr 33 5ft ol 6 lo Stearmtfo Stanly in dates at LtagtieH 
(im 21, slow). Waked 5311191 ol 13 to Dmpout in handcao at 
Newbury (im 5i Glyd, good lo turn); premwsty HI 2nd ot 9 to 
Grid in handicap at Epsom (im 4t 10yd. good) with Artie Courier into boasr on) 6)ti Biti Cyrian 
1416(h ol 12 to Sausalfa Bar in handicap i Yort (Im 51194yd, good): previously 7X1 Stti to 15 to 

9M11001 

Star In ttertficap al NnmtwM (im_ffl. good Arito Courier 1214Rh of 5 to Quiet Arch In 


n 3yo handicap at Goodwood [im 4f, good ta tem) unto Assured femfaie (71b beaer oil) 
ana Mosey Beto (21b worse att) 15113th. Assured Gamble 74113to ol 14 to Dovedon 


slates ai Ungfeld (Im 4L staretanf). Supreme Sound 6M14lh ot 12 to Protocol in hanScap al 
La'ceslar (im If 218yd, sod). Rebel Candy 8541 iito of 24 ro Maarnbique bi handicap a! 
Doncaster (im. good to soft). High On Ute 261 Bft at 9 to Certain Magic In geroermn amateur 
handicap at Haydock (im 31200yd, good to soft). Temptress 3019to n 21 to Raise A Prmcr in 
handicap al Newmarket (im 4f. sofl) wflh Jawafi (Sb worse ofij 4T0f f54fi 

Several are questionable on (he ground md TEMPTRESS may be able to mate all 

3.40 CITY AND SUBURBAN HANDICAP _ 

[SHOWCASE RACE) (£10.699: Im 2118yd) (15 runners) 

401 11) D106M PRESENT ARMS 9 (DM) (HR H Prince FrtdSrtnaajP Cole 5-160 TQuttn 100 

402 (3) 3714®- POOONGTON319(FJWssVFYaB)JAMua7-612. ACtek - 

403 (121 061064 PRWCE Of DENIAL 9 (F^S) (J D AfOulnna 4-611 . SWteMXth 

404 (IS) 0305M ALAiODROCK9 fc5)K JTRacingU9JFASBM6610 WRSwHwn 106 

4Q5 (2) 124006 ANOnERTHE 1790>ff.G)<DSutaan)SWtools6-64 . PaEOtaY 116 

4Q6 (5) 108101- fiAWAI»(DAS)(CWWAJnca)WJart4-64..SltaJ 96 

407 (7) 01200-0 HAJR25(D.F.6)(MaHriUun)ECukop4-63-WRyan 99 

405 (13) 35321- M0WT0H281 |0J) (BudramOakHokbigtl HCedi 4-63 -- KFrion 95 

409 (8) 101106 KEWARRA185 P.F.E) (6PataH)BMttnir662 - TSprake 112 

410 (10) 2005-60 BnaBOURfiB(S»lDnaL«a4retiiia)B0afl™an66i-RCndmne 99 

411 (6) 210006 WVOTS SOURCE 266 (Dfl (B Mils) B Hfc 469- Mite 97 

412 (m 515156 ABAJANy41J(G)(jmta&Pman)MCMnnan468-AUadoy 99 

413 (14) 35(360 DRIVE ASSURED 32 (P Had) C Bnm 4-66-PaUEtttey - 

414 111] 262140 SHARBADARD IB (B) (Mn A Dame) S Cta* 4-65-SSantaS 88 

415 (4) 655425 KOMTEYEV DANCER 27 (O.F.G) (D GaAaotei) A BUtey 663 _ J Boekyr (7) 54 

BETTING: H-2 Almond Hart. 162 Prince 01 DnaL 61 Garga. Mania. Kowra. tow's Sana 161 Presert 
Amu, Amen rim*. H*. a te)n. M i oeres 

1997: MAJOR CHANGE 669 X FaBo) [li-l) Mbs G teflowr 13 ran 

Paddington 1N Iasi ot E u Poseidon n states at Doncaster (im 21 
* ' * to Hire). Atinond Rock lVI 2nd ol 16 to Americai 

in fandicap at Kempton (lm 21. sott) uritti Prince Of 


FORM.FOCOS 


t lit...... _ ... 

Time 131 8th of 15 id Prince Of Denial fTOIti «ra off) re handicap al Newbury (lm II. good to 
sod). Banga beat Wawanon neck in I6naner handicap at Redcar (1m 21. good). Rap Tyil 8th ol 
23 to Huntera 01 Brora in handicap al Doncaster |1m.oood to soft). Mortmr bear Nature Dancer BI to 
3-rmoer maiden stokes al Rgxm Dm 21 good to turn). Kewarra 511 20tii ot 24 to SataadiHa In 
handicap al Doncaster (lm 41. sot). RhWs Source 3MI 3rd ol 7 to Capdaiu Pnncrss in hanrtcap 
to Doncaster (lm 2> 60yd. good] with Skcduum (levels) 3%l 5th. Ateteny B61 laa oMB to Rock 
Falcon hi tandicap to Ascot (lm, heavy). Dine tesured 4811 lih ot 14 to (turning Stag hi states ai 
Lingfield (Im 2f, standard). aiatSadarid til 7dt ol 10 to Sakharov In handicap at Ungheld (im 21, 
equi&acfc) Komreyev Dancer 4Vit 5th ol 21 to Protocol m apprentice handicap al Doncaster (Im 41. 
good to sod) 

PRINCE OF DENIAL is thoroughly progressive and goes Mil aritii some cut 

4.15 SPRING MEETING MAIDEN STAKES 

(£3,786: Im t14yd) (10 rumeis) 


501 <B) 

502 (91 

503 in 


Ott FALLAH 579 (PSariO) lady Hemes 66 ID-A Oast - 

2-0 SAGUARO 22 (Bf) CM® M dt-ttattuny J Geuden 4 610 -B Htad 95 

24- ARATTACHE20(KDasmai)GLera3-69-PWErktay EH 

504 (7) 6 DESERT ARROW 2S4 (BF) (M d-Uattun) E Diricp 3-69-WRyan 37 

505 (5) 42- GLORY OF SROSVBOfl 198 (BF) (R Sstart) P CtHBOri-HyaT 3-69 jRato B6 

506 to) 606 STRING FBTHi 173 to Retards) 9 tte 66-9-M HHs 91 

507 (10J TAJM(MOPKant) PHarris3-69-KFataa - 

506 (4) ARCEVIA (Ktepdnre Ibono) M Cttanoa 664- AMaday - 

509 (61 NANCY MALONEY (B ftnrty) Mta G Keflewy 3-64-RRrench - 

510 {11 36 PUTIMA 180 (fl HllcNit)lBWina 3-64-----MR0MRS 92 

BETTWfi; 62 Otari O Cnerena. 7-2Puara9-2lte«ri Amm. 61 Air Afiad*. 61 Sigum, 14-1 SpngFera. 
16-1 Fatatt. lam. 05-1 otters. 

1997: SUPPLY AND DEMAND 669 K Fatal C-1 it W CL Man 10 an 


ntritml ftflWi 7VSI 7Itl Dt 9 to 

I form focus I ■Massr ’ 

to Casna King In 2p maiden states al Cnepsbn (711 


Sound io 2yo sides a Narbuy (lm, 
Tlh oMl to EDanes in maiden states 
rod tosoft} Air Attache 3*14th dl2 
good). Desert Arrow 26n?ih oi 13 in 

to firm) Gtory tt Grosvenor #12ml ol 
Im 216yd. good to firm) Spring Fever 7KI 
• - • - - a 18 to 


nn2ycmaH 

9 to Dashing Ctiiet m 2w matter slates a 

Bh oM4 to Tusde hi 2yo maiden states at Newnartet (6L good n 6rm) Putuna Si 
Merciless ta 2yo rraideti (Kites at Doncaster (lm. good). 

Confidence in An ATTACHE Is tempered by hts baffler's poor recap record 

4.45 CUDDMGTON LIMITED STAKES (£3,420: Im 114yd) (7 runners) 


Ml (1)-650032 KARL 13(MPascal)JBndger6610 - GBadwl 71 

502 (6) 507106 FOIffiST BCTf 20J (US) (C Marta (BaHUYtl M R Bostav 668-JFtetd 75 

6DQ (3) O16504) UYTT0N5 MISTAKE 22 (F.G) (P fete) R ttadoes 668- T Spate SO 

G04 (2) 4042620 STOPPESBROW 21 (f5) (C PeokckJ 6L Mom668-ACtek B2 

fiS5 (5/ 450000- GEE BEE 0R81M 780 fl{8vt A tamaeito? A Jane 665 DSmeaerPJ QQ 

506 (7) 0020-00 &JRYAF 14IttbW(tattoollflBUeehan3^7. PttEtmy BI 

507 (4) 50666 PSHAN 5AH1E 1B3 (Persian Jftr tbcrefl] V Soane 3-B-4-C Ruder 74 

BETTW6- 61 Gar 8to (team. 61 MyOens Meate. 6J Steves Bro>. 61 faH. ta® SJn. 7-1 Fnst Boy. 
Zuryai 

1897: LA MODEFIE 4-9J K Fatal (7-1) Miss G teWay 13 ran 

KMI412nd of 12 to Jubilee Scholar r hantteap al lingfield (Im. 
equtoack). Forest Boy ill Sth al 9 to Duke VtfeMfno in handicaD 
ai Wifrhxnpian (im i( 79yd. fibiesnt). Myttons Mtetate 171 
letlSytL good to soft) Stoppes Brow 6J 12610(14 to 
1. Gm Bee Dream 22ii7lh of 23 to Viewy Tean 
4419th ol 1 7 to Cinder Hills m 3yo harawap at 


FORM FOCUS 


8tii ol 3) to Ocker in fondKap at 
Big Ben in handicap at FoUestaue (611 

ai apprentice handicap a Ne«4wy (71. i ..._ 

ffipon (lm 21. soft). Persian Store 8T 7th oi 9 to Firs Meter in 2yo maiden auction states at 
Folkestone (61 iBSytj. good). 

GEE Bf£ DREAM is The pn* ta Die wettfts Bit no bet is advised 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

Was 

Ron 

% 

JOCKEYS 

Wimas 

RUes 

% 

M Javfe 

5 

14 

337 

R nrendt 

3 

11 

273 

H Cecil 

5 

18 

27J 

K Faftm 
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27 

259 

U Jtridon 

9 

34 

26J 

P Robots 

3 

12 

25.0 

P Hsra 

5 

23 

21.7 

D Honan 

4 

18 

222 

J Bbit 
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33 

21 2 

S Saidas 

IS 

73 

205 

Mbs G Ketocy 

4 

23 

174 

Pal Eddery 

14 

75 

18.7 
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RUGBY UNION 


Newcastle in 
need of cure 
for congestion 

By David Hands, rugby correspondent 


NEWCASTLE have lost only three 
games in domestic competitions 
tfiis season, but, if their prospects of 
winning the Allied Dunbar Pre¬ 
miership are to be sustained, they 
will wish to lose no more. They are 
entering the home straight Sara¬ 
cens on their shoulders, with the 
stark example of Leicester's fall 
from grace last season at the 
forefront of their minds. 

With 26 days of the 199fr 97 
campaign remaining, Leicester led 
the field with six matches to play: 
they lost four of them and barely 
qualified for Europe. With 26 days 
of this season remaining. 
Newcastle lead on points difference 
with five games to play, the first of 
them the return clash with Wasps 
at Loftus Rood this evening. 

“I don't accept that this is a must- 
win match for us." Rob Andrew, 
the Newcastle director of rugby, 
said yesterday. "We have got 
ourselves into a position where we 


FIXTURES 


TOP TWO ■ 

NEWCASTLE- Tonight v Wasps (a): April 26: 

V Bristol (hi. May 4: v Leicester ff>); May 1ft v 
Batfi (h|: May 17: v Harlequins (a). 
SARACENS: Aprt 25: v Leicester (a); April 29: 

V Harlequins (a). May 3: v London Irish (h); 
May 14: v Northampton (at. 

BOTTOM THREE 

WASPS: Tonight v Newcastle (h): April 28: v 
Northampton (n). Aped SB: v Leicester (h); May 
2: v Richmond (a): May 17: v Bath (h). 
LONDON IRISH: Tonight v Northampton (al: 
April 25: V Harlequins (ft). April 28: v Bath (aj; 
May 3: v Saracens (a). May 17: v Leicester (h). 
BRISTOL: Aprt 26: v Newcastle (a]. May 3: v 
Harlequins tn); May 10: v Leicester (a). 


can win the Premiership and. had 
we won on Sunday, we would have 
been in an even better position. 

"But there are five games to go 
and there is a danger of building 
every one into a must-win game. 
There's no point winding up the 
players any more. WhaTs impor¬ 
tant is tomorrow night and. if we 
concentrate on the performance 
and play well, we will win." 

Newcastle will have had three 
days to ponder the implications of 
the 12-10 defeat by Saracens on 
Sunday and to work on the 
casualties of that defence-dominat¬ 
ed game. Tony Underwood’s knee 
is unlikely to allow him to appear 
on the wing twice in four days and 
both Va’aiga Tuigamala (calf) and 
Alan Tait (ankle} need fitness rests. 


Graham Childs, whose first 
child was bom at the weekend, has 
reinforced the squad that trained at 
Harrow and he and Martin Shaw 
stand by for a rerun of the 
occasionally ill-tempered game at 
Kingston Park earlier this month 
that Newcastle won more convinc¬ 
ingly than the 20-13 scoreline 
suggests. Paul Sampson returns to 
the Wasps wing in place of the 
injured Shane Reiser and Joe 
Worsley is preferred at No 8 to 
Peter Scrivener. 

At least Newcastle and Saracens 
know where they stand. Wasps 
have yet to discover whether, if they 
slip further down die first division, 
they will be liable to relegation or 
play-off matches. The size of next 
season's Premiership is one of die 
four mains areas for resolution by 
the English Rugby Partnership 
and the Rugby Football Union, 
whose discussions involve a total 
package rather than a series of 
priorities. 

Frustrating though it may be, 
every club knew the situation at die 
start of the season, that failure to 
win matches would result in demo¬ 
tion. By right, therefore. Bristol 
should be doomed already rather 
than clinging to die hope that an 
expanded first division will save 
their bacon. London Irish, who 
play Northampton at Franklin's 
Gardens tonight, could yet haul 
themselves out of trouble. 

They have won four of their past 
five games, but are now engaged in 
a run of five matches in 15 days, 
every bit as demanding as the 
schedule that undid Leicester a 
year ago. “If we come through this 
run and get above Wasps by the 
end of the season, it would be one of 
the greatest achievements I have 
been involved with,” Dick Best the 
dub’s coaching consultant said. 

Gary Halpin, a replacement 
against Bristol on Sunday, is 
poised to start his first match for 
two months, but Gabriel Fulcher, 
the Ireland lock, will miss a match 
that Northampton will want to win 
to stop their slide back down die 
table. They may be without Jon 
Sleightholme, who damaged a shin 
during training on Monday. 

Bedford, already crowned sec¬ 
ond-division champions, hope they 
will receive the backing of the 
borough council for plans to in¬ 
crease the capacity of Goldington 
Road to 7,500 next season. 


Parrott approaches peak form right on cue 


JOHN PARROTT holds Steve 
Davis in die highest regard, but 
the Liverpudlian has no intention 
of following in the footsteps of the 
six-times world champion by com- 
1 into his 


EMC WHITEHEAD 


les. 

After reaching the last 16 of the 
Embassy world championship on 
Monday. Davis expressed the 
wish to develop into die Jade 
Nicklaus of snooker by contin¬ 
uing to enjoy success for many 
more years. However, Parrott’s 
golfing role model is Johnny 
Miller, the former Open and 
US Open champion turned NBC 
television analyst 

"I want to be like him, walking 
around with a microphone, 
watching other people sweat," 
Parrott said yesterday, after buck¬ 
ing the trend of dose finishes in 
the-first round by beating Peter 
lines 10-4 at the Crucible Theatre. 
Sheffield. "There’s no way 1 can 
see myself running around play¬ 
ing everywhere at 40 and practis¬ 
ing when it becomes a chore," 
Parrott. 34 next month, sahL 

In fact, after losing to Stephen 
Hendry in the quarter-finals of 
the British Open, Parrott divorced 
himself from practice for a week. 
His preparation for (he most 
important event in the calendar 
consisted therefore of a handful of 
half-hour sessions backstage at 
the Crucible. “I still get a lot of 
pleasure out of practice, but in this 
instance I thought it would be 
counter-productive," he said. 



Parrott lines op a pot in his comprehensive first-round victory over Lines at the Crucible 


“It’s been a very long and 
arduous campaign and I have 
been involved at the business end 
of most tournaments. I am not 23 
any more and I needed to re¬ 
charge the batteries because this 
championship is all about stami¬ 
na and paring yourself." 


This lack of practice certainly 
had no adverse effect on his form. 
He constructed nine half-c e n tur y 
breaks, six of which were devel¬ 
oped into runs of 70 or more and 
two into centuries. It was a 
thoroughly impressive perfor¬ 
mance. which suggested that he is 


a potential finalist from the bot¬ 
tom half of the draw, along with 
Hendry, John .Higgins and Ron¬ 
nie O’Sullivan. 

Parrott has not captured a tide 
since the European Open of 
March, 1996. but that belies a 
period of consistency, the likes of 


which he has foiled to generate 
previously in 15 y ea f® 35 jj 
professional. It does not bode well 
for Tony Dragft his next oppo¬ 
nent With Parrott exhibiting such 
confidence, it is fair to assume that 
the BBC will have a lengthy wait 
before they can use his services as 
a studio guest orsummanser. 

Nigel Bond, who. since win¬ 
ning the Regal Scottish Masters 
in September, has struggled, be¬ 
came only the second seeded 
player to lose in the first round. 
Bond, the world No 8. was beaten 
10-5 by Marie King, of Romford, 
who thereby cemented his place 
among die top 16 in the world 
rankings next season. 

Baity Hearn, the manager of 
Davis, has questioned the wisdom 
of Rex Williams, the chairman of 
the World Professional Billiards 
and Snooker Association 
(WPBSAk for spending the initial 
portion of the championship on 
holiday in Spain. 

"If Orient got to Wembley. I’d 
happily walk there for the big 
day.” Hearn, chairman of Leyton 
Orient Football Club. said. “1 
don’t understand why Rex should 
miss the showpiece of the game, 
but that’s his call”. 

Davis is atnoog a formidable 
group of eight players that also 
includes Hendry. Higgins, 
O’Sullivan and Dennis Taylor 
who have requisitioned an ex¬ 
traordinary general meeting to 
remove die entire WPBSA board 
of directors. 


Cornish pride remains second to none 


SO. WHO did win the Tetley'S 
Bitter county championship on 
Saturday? Was it Cheshire, who 
returned quietly to the North West, 
where arrangements are in train 
for a civic reception in Chester next 
month, or Cornwall, who found 
200 people waiting to greet them at 
Launceston and 1.500 more in 
Truro? 

On Friday, the beaten Cornwall 
squad return to Truro for a tivic 
reception, the tributes being paid to 
them not only a reflection of the 
pride taken locally in their achieve¬ 
ments but the boost that they have 
given to morale in an area hit hard 
by unemployment in recent years. 
They have also, it may be said, 
boosted the coffers of ail the other 
constituent bodies in the Rugby 
Football Union. 

Cheshire and Cornwall each 
received £10,000 plus travelling 
expense for their day out at 
Twickenham; but gate receipts 
should be well in excess of 
£500.000. which, after matchday 
deductions, is shared among the 
other counties. No wonder treasur¬ 


ers have been lining up to shake the 
hands of the Cornwall officials. 

Tomorrow, the RFU competi¬ 
tions committee will look at the 
formula for next season’s county 
championship. It may weD be 
played in a block at the end of next 
season. Phil An gave, die Cornwall 
coach, would welcome that he 
would have his squad together for 
five weeks and reckons that "Club 
Cornwall” would emerge capable 
of competing with a Premiership 
second-division dub. 

Ever upwards 

Worcester already have facilities 
the envy of many a first-division 
club. Now their planning is taking 
them towards the new millennium, 
when they hope that investment of 
£4 million will have ensured the 
future of die dub as an entity — 
from first XV to mini section — 
without compromising the pursuit 
of Premiership honours. 

They are looking to acquire land 
for five more pitches, beyond the 
Woroester-Birmingham canal, so 



that they can be sure of offering all¬ 
day rugby on Sundays, from the 
juniors through to the seniors and 
embracing, if that is the right 
expression, their burgeoning wom¬ 
en’s section. 

□ Sprint testing in Auckland has 
established a record for Jonah 
Lomu, the New Zealand wing. His 
lJhOsec for ten metres from a 
standing start was the fastest since 
data collection began on the 
Auckland squad. 


White’s big night 

IT IS six years since Derek White 
last played international rugby in 
the Scotland back row. but you can’t 
keep a good man down. He is still 
turning out. as player-coach, for 
Marlow, who will host a testimonial 
match for him on May 9 as the 
dimax to die dub’s fiftieth season. 

Whether White, and others, will 
survive the scheduled weekend 
seems in some doubt: on May 8. 
Ian McGeechan will be one of the 
guest speakers at a sportsman’s 
lunch, the next day Marlow play a 
Scotland team including at least a 
dozen of die 1990 grand-slam XV 
and that evening’s dinner will' 
indude as speaker Brian Moore, 
the former England hooker and 
enthusiast for all things Scottish. 

England’s finest . 

THERE remains at least one 
grand slam available to an English 
representative side. The colts, hav¬ 
ing beaten Scotland, Argentina 


and Wales this season, go for a 
dean sweep against France at 
Northampton on Sunday with a 
XV unchanged from that which 
disposed of the Welsh 29-10 at 
Newport last Sunday. 

They won without lain Balshaw. 
the talented Bath full back, who 
was required by his dub. In his 
absence. Lee Best of Richmond, 
switched from the wing and dearly 
lived up to his name. 

Down and out 

DRIVE, haling lost the Heineken 
Cup to Bath, have failed to retrieve 
enough ground to reach the quar¬ 
ter-finals of the French champion¬ 
ship. Defeat by Toulouse (whom 
they beat in a climactic Heineken 
Cup semi-final in December) left 
them short of a top-four place in 
pool one. though well clear of the 
relegation zone. However, the 
•structure oLnexL season’s champ¬ 
ionship is still under discussion... 
sounds familiar. 

David Hands 


* 


# 


* 


d) 


! 


I 





Sheehan on bridge 




By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 
I t’S not often you get a 2800 penalty and stiff feel annoyed 
with your partner. It happened to me on this hand, from the 
1998 Malta Bridge Festival. 

Dealer Sooth E-W Game Pairs 


A K10 S 
<P A 9 3 
O 87 
+ AKJ95 


A 9764 
762 
O J54 
* 1062 



♦ J3 

v k s 


* A Q82 
<7 OJ1054 
O 3 
+ Q73 


O AKQ10962 
+ 84 


S_W_N_ E 

1 NT DWe Rdble All Pass 


Contract: One No-Trump Redoubled, by South. Lead: king of dubs. 


South’s One No-Trump was 
ostensibly 11-14, and North’s 
redouble was for business. 
Sometimes that can persuade 
the doubler that he should 
run, but with the West hand 
I considered my chances to 
be better in One No-Trump 
redoubled than in Two Ctuhs 
doubled. So I passed, and 
was relieved to see North's 
redouble was a “psyche". 

On the king of clubs my 
partner Tom Townsend 
played the three, to show an 
odd number. So 1 continued 
with the ace on which East 
played low, and then the 
jack. That was a suit-prefer¬ 
ence signal for the highest 
ranking suit. i.e. spades. 
After winning the third club 
(declarer discarding a spade) 
East switched to a low spade. 
I took the jack with the king 
and cashed my two remain¬ 
ing dubs, on which East dis¬ 
carded a diamond and a 
heart, and both dummy and 
declarer two diamonds. Now 
i continued with a low 
spade. That had the effect of 


blocking the suit; Townsend 
won with the queen (declarer 
showing out) and led the 
queen of hearts to the king 
and ace. 

1 carefully played the ten 
of spades, to unblock the 
suit, before returning a 
heart But Townsend over¬ 
took the ten of spades, later 
claiming he was nervous I 
had no more hearts and that 
I might be endpJayed to lead 
into declarer’s diamonds if 
he allowed me to hold the 
ten of spades. The upshot 
was that after cashing his 
hearts, he had to give the last 
trick to dummy’s nine of 
spades. Only six off, 2800 to 
East-West Of course the boy 
has no sense of artistry - 
anyone with a feel for a story 
would have ducked the ten of 
spades. Then when I turn up 
with a second heart we take 
all thirteen tricks. 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section cm Saturday. 




By Philip Howard 


UROSAN 

a. Asian conflict 

b. A sterile diuretic 

c. A Brussels clinic 

STARK EFFECT 

a. Fear of nudity 

b. Spectral shift 

c. Phantasmania 


FRAG! PAN 

a. A stratum 

b. A wok 

c. Walnut icing 
VENTURI FLUME 

a. An Ascot hat 

b. Cloud of smoke 

c. liquid flowmeter 

Answers on page 42 



By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Game of the year 

Today's game is the best that 
1 have been able to find that 
has survived from the year 
1798. It is an interesting 
commentary on the speed 
with which improvements in 
the opening- phase were dis¬ 
seminated that tills variation 
remained popular for some 
time. It was only 60 years 
later, in 1858. that the Ameri¬ 
can genius Paul Morphy 
introduced the improvement 
12 ... Qg5 for Black which 
ultimately cast doubt on 
White's sacrificial idea. 

White: Atwood 
Blade Wilson 

London 1798 

Phflidor’s Defence 


i 

e4 

e5 

2 

N13 

d6 

3 

64 

6 

4 

6xe5 

6®4 

5 

NgS 

d5 

6 

eB 


7 

Nc3 

C6 

8 

Ngxe4 

d*e4 

9 

OhS+ 

06 

10 

Qe5 

Rga 

11 

B*h6 

Bxh6 

12 

Rdl 

Oe7 

13 

Bc4 

b5 

14 

Bb3 

a5 

15 

a4 

Bg7 

16 

Qxe4 

Bxc3+ 

17 

bxc3 

bxa4 

IS 

Ba2 

Bb7 

19 

0-0 

C5 

20 

Oc4 

Bc6 

21 

Rfel 

Ra7 

22 

QM 

Na6 

23 

Qf7+ 

Qxt7 

24 

exf7+ 

KJ8 

25 

fxg80 

checkmate 


Diagram of final position 



Atwood played many games 
against his friend Joseph 
Wilson. On Atwood’s death 
the recorded scores of his 
games, as well as other chess 
manuscripts, passed into 
Wilson's keeping. On Wil¬ 
son's death in 1832 fifteen 
manuscript volumes written 
down by Atwood were pur¬ 
chased by George Walker 
(1803-1879) whose later 
publication of many of these 
games saved them from 
otherwise certain oblivion. 

According to the authori¬ 
tative Oxford Companion to 
Chess’, it was Walker who 
truly established the custom 
of recording games, and his 
•Chess Studies', which con¬ 
tained 1020 games played 
from 1780 to 1844 became a 
classic. For the first time 
chess enthusiasts were able 
to improve their play by 
playing over dashes between 
masters, not simply con¬ 
structed variations which re¬ 
vealed tactical motifs. 

Times book 

The Times Winning Moves 2 
contains 240 chess puzzles 
from International 
Grandmaster Raymond 
Keene's daily column in The 
Times, and is available now 
from bookshops or from 
B.T.Baisford Ltd (tel: 01376 
321276 at £6-99*p&p). 




By Raymond Keene 

White to play. This position is 
from the game Keeling — 
Joualt, Jersey. 1998. 

How did White prove that his 
two minor pieces are more 
valuable than Black's rook? 


Solution on page 42 



FOR THE RECORD 


ATHLETICS 


BOSTON: IMtm Marc 1. M Tanui 
(Ken) 2hr 07hvn 34sec 2, J Chebet (Kart] 
207.37; 3, G Thys CSA) 207.52; 14. D 
Buzza (G8) 21459. Woman: 1. F Roba 
(EOT 22321. Z R Paradowsfca (Pol) 
22f.t7;3,ACBtMm(RomJ227J4. 

BADMINTON 


SOFIA; R eopen teem championships 
Ffciat Danmarti 4 England 1 . Third place: 
Saedan 3 Hotend Z Fifth ptecrc Germany 
4 Ukrahe 1. Seventh pmea: Russia 3 
Scotland 2 NWh ptaca: Bulgaria 3 Finland 
2. Bevanth place: Swtaeriand 3 France 2. 
Thirteenth place: Wales 3 Potato Z 
Stogies: Men: Rret rouxt P Cede (Dan) bt 
VDruzchenkoJUta) 15-12,17-15. MLugoaz 
(Pol) bt D O'Hdkxan (be)1M. 15-8; T 
Wapp (Seta) be J Vondra (Cz) 8-15. 15-5, 
1 M; V Mafftto (Russ) bt A Paha' 
(Stovenfa) 15-12, 17-15; C Davies (Wales) 
wo DM (gng): P JfirtB (Fin) wo B 
Rockhart (Scot): D Eriksson (Swe) bt G 
BnJtatens (Hoq 15-13,15-2: K Dobrev (BuQ 
bt F Posteuca (Rom) 15-9, 15-11. P 
Rasmussen (Den) bt M Carpenco (Mat) 15- 

1 .15- 1; C Robertson (Scot) bt D Mftnffw 
(UW) 9-15,15-13.15-11; O Pdywna (Hoffl 
bl G taw (Russ) 15-5.15-6; F Stea (Por) 
bt P KacansH (Pofl 15-3, IS-Z H 
Bengtsson (Swe) bt M Bujs* (Gsr) 15-2.0- 

15.15- 5; M Constable (Eng) bt N Latmari 
(Fr) 15-7, 152; B Kassov (Bui) bt M 
Aydogmua Our) 15-4. 15-3; J Leung 
|wa*es) bt E VotsG (Cvp) 154, 15-1; I 
Nyqwri (Fin) bt A Khactautyan (Aim) 154, 
15-3 CHaughton (Ena) biB Gate! (Fr) Ifr 
17,153: JKock (Aus) bIJMeBer (Scot) 15- 
Z 15-11; KJonassan (Den) bt E Laze (Lat) 
15-3.75-2: V tekov (Russ) bt M MtaJn (utff) 
158. 153 T Johansson (Swe) bt V 
RoudrtrtsM (BaQ 15-17,158.15-2, M Popov 

I bt A Kotscs (Htn) 15-7. >58. J ten 
bt M Butogaanl (Swta) 15-17. 


15-7.158; G Umta (Wales) bt J Sage (Est) 
15-7. 15-7; O Pongratz (Ger) bt H Spere 
(Nov) 15-3, 15-8; A VUta (Fin) bt S 
LeonovWt (USD 154,15-1; R Magnusson 
(Swe) bt R Fernandas (Por) 15-10,15-7. R 
Kuytan (Bel) bt A Ruz (Sp) 158.15-12; J 
NtednwdBd (Poq bt K Tairancw (Uta) 15- 
ID. 11-15, 15-7: R Nock (Eng) ML Dewar 

a 15*11. 15-tft P-E Hoyer (Den) bt E 
1 muss) 154, 158. Woman: First 
romd: C Martin (Den) btFLamy (Por) 11 - 1 . 
11-3; M Koudefca (Cz) btF Sneddon (Scot) 
118.118: E StAhareva bt E Noaian aW 
11-1, 11-3. L Jmssen (Hoff) bt V 
‘ 11 -& 113: M Bom 
1-0: S 



11-5, T Haffam (Eng) bt K 
(Get) 10-12. 118,118. K Saks I 
Howel (Wales) 11 - 4 , 118 M Kiri 



LWBen icngj n-o. ti¬ 
ll) bt D nmaTte (Bom) 
Money |Eng) br N 
S, 11-1; A wdcstrom 


£ 71*1; A Sontergaant (Derr) bt S Muter 
(Gar) 11-2, 118. V tttswva (BuQ bt G 
Martn (Scot) 118, 11-1; E KarachtaNB 
(Russ) wo S Wtopno (Switz); C Henderson 
Ore) bt M Burutan 1 M 0 I) 11-3. 11-2 K 
Morgan(Wtfes)btTDineen(Eng) 118. li¬ 
ft J Meutant^s (Hoff) bt D 
118, 118; R Partaney 
Gotovfena (LSo) 118. 11-1; 

(Fin) bt G Osbourne (Wales) 11-4.118 M 
Sorensen (Den) bt H Oosskvg (Gar) 118 
12-10; S Dhioour (Fr) bt J Saewynska (Pcfl 
11-7. 9-12. 11-7; A Gfcaon (Scot) bt 0 
Marco (Sp) 1 1-2.118 5 Underoth (Norl bt 
J Bturneyer (Beta) 118 11-4; T VatOer (Fr) 
btKSefare (Lat) 113,11-1; JMarm/End bt 
NGrether (Ger) 118118;DKnekna (Cyp) 
bt N Katoaate (Uth) 3-11. 118 11-3; B 
Bewhakkar (Hoff) bt N Eafjenko (Lkr) 118 
113; I Yakusheva (Russ) bt S Watt (Scot) 
113. 118 K Ericsson (Sw) U M 
Kasahetyt (Hurt 118 U-1: 0 Gcajdak 
(Pon a D Smianova (BJ) ll-i, 11-3: 
M Padarsan (Den) bt r Stedf (Auarto) 
113,11-1 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Ktko/f 7J0 utess stand 

FOOTBALL J 

Mamattanais 
Enaiand v Ponucstf 

(at WemSeySaJum. a. 0 )... 

Northern Ireland v Switzerland 

(at Windsor Par*. 6.0)- 

Mend v Argentina 

(at Landsdonoe Road)_ 

Scotland v FWaxj 

(al Easter Road, 8.0)- 

Under-21 International 

My V Wales (at Modena. 5.0)_ 

Vauxftafl Conference 

Gateshead v Hereford (8.0)__ 


DR MARTENS LEAGUE: Southern di¬ 
vision: Danford v Oevedon. Midkind 
dtvfaforc Paget R « Wisbech Town; VS 
RugbyvBrerton 

UM80ND LEAGLXL Premier dhfekm: 
Gdnsbotautfi * FricWey. First Aristae 
Whitby v Lincoln UnlBd. 

AVON INSURANCE COkCMATON: Hrst 
dMstae Charton v Southampton (2.0); 
Luton v Chelsea (2.0): Portsmouh v tsMcn 
(7.0}; 9n*Ktai v Watford (7-15). Arsenal v 
MffvvaO (at Er Mb FC, 20) 

PONTOfS LEAGUE: Premier dMetort 
Bamogham v Aston VBa (715); 
Manchester Utd * Everton (7 0) First 
dMatott BoBcn v Oktam (70); kttfes* 

bruugh v Mandiagter Cky (7.0). West 
BmtiMrich v Woivorrtampton (7 Of. Second 
(•vision: Burney v Rotherham (7.15); 
Rochdale v Shefffau Uid (78); Shrewsbuy 
v ffl acftpcol (7 0): Stodeoi v Wrexham 

(7.01. Third dMston: Scurehorpe v 
Newcastle (70; Waisd v Doncaster (7.0). 
LEAGUE OF WALES: Caernarfon v Bangor 
Oty (7«5); RW Town v Aberystwyth; 
W tfehpoot v Orrah’s Ouay. 

FAI HARP LAGS) NATIONAL LEAGUE: 
Premier dMetac Ftm Hops v Cork. 
AflNOTT KSURANCE NORTH LEAGUE: 
Rat Dnrifftai: Duhem v T«r Lav; Morpeth 
v Guftbonu0r. Swham R« Star v Crook. 
WINSTONLEAD KBtt LEAGUE: Fttt 
tMafon: Tunbridge Wetfs v Sheppey. 
SCREWFK DIRECT LEAGLE Premier 
tSvbtar Bridport v BidetacL 
MNBWA SPARTAN SOUTH MBXANDS 
LEAGUE: Premier DMsion South: Brook 
House v Harefirid. Isfeigion v St 
Magam t abay Premier D iv la io n North: 


Bedford «r flatters Bar Toim: Sache Sfeaita 
v Ftoystorv Harpenden v Buckingham 
Athtaic: Lotchworth v London Colney 
ENOSLBQH MIDLAND OOMBMATION: 
Premier dMstai: Coventry Sphinx v 
Wetesbaumo; Kings Heart v Dodtey 
Sports: Worcastero v Ahiecfwch. 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE- Brel 
dMa to n: Preacoi Cables v Nantwich Town 
ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE: Premier eft. 
vtetat Basildon U v East Ham. 

JEWSON FOOTBALL LEAGUE: League 
Cup: SenMnal: Warboys v WoodbrUgu 
Town 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE; First <0- 
xrisfon: Aerastruetues v Gosport; Cowes 
Sports v Bournemouth 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Fkst 

dMstai: H&teham v Burgess HU 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE 
Premier dhrieton: Denaby v HucteieR Town; 
HatemvThacMey. 

RUGBY UNION 

ABed Dunbar Premisrshtp 
First cBvbfon 

Wasps v Newcastle 7 45 .. 

Torments PrerniBrahto 
Division 1A 

Cuita v Wasantans 7.30.. 

DMsion IB 

StkfngComyvEdnbughAcads7.30 . 
DMsion 2A 

Kflfca v Gate 7 15-- 

DMsion 38 

Lflhead/JodaMvA^ 730 .. 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
JJB Super League 
Second tflvfson 

Brarrtey v Okfiian 7.45 ... 

OTHER SPORT 

BOWLS: women's world manor charm 
lonshtp {in Liana*). 

CRICKET: Second Mewn championship 
(Srsi duy of tomaf CANTERBURY: toci 
Yarksca. NOTTINGHAM: NotOnghamshte 
vOerbyshra 

SNOOKER: Embassy worU dantaonsNp 
(si The Qucibfa, ShelfteW). 

SPEHXVAY: totem aft ona t: Enreaid 
Under-21 v L'Kol Russo (a Huff. 733). 
Speedway Star Cup: King's Lwm v JpEwcft 
{7.45; Poole v Eastbourne (730). 


DHOCOALL 


AMeaCAN LEAGUE: Monday: Boston 6 
Cleveland 5. Yesterday: Boston 6 Clave- 



Oty 7 

NATIONAL LEAGUE: Atlanta 7 Cotorado 5; 
Arizona 15 Fkmda 4 

FOOTBALL ~ 

Tuesday's late results 

VAUXHALL CONFERENCE: Norttwrich 2 

HteteO 

THE IMS FA YOUTH CUP: Sami- 
Snat Second leg: PatBrborough 0 Blar*:- 
bum 1 (8lacttxan wh 28 on aggregate) 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: R« 
(Maton: tesvwch 2 Brighton ft Portsmouth 
0 Chariton 2; Queans Pak Rangats 1 
Southampton 2: Waflord 1 West Item 1. 
Pos tp o n e d : Luton v WlnUadon. 

UNSBOND LEAGUE- Premier division: 
Hkrde 2 Gtftwyn Bay 0 Hist rfivision: 
mOock Town 4 Faratey Celtic ft 
PWTTWS LEAGUE--Ranter cftvwton. 
Etecfcbun 2 Bvrntogham 2; Uvapooi 4 
Notttorettm Forest l fPrestan 2 Tranmere 4. 
Stcke Q Darter Z Fbst dhristorc Leicester 0 
Coventry 2 Second dMetom Blackpool 1 
Rochdale Z Bumtey 5 Cartste 0; Shetfietd 
Utd 4 Shrewsbury 0 Third {fcviawn: 
Nawcasbo 1 Chaatar ft. Bury 0 Hul 0. 
ARN07T INSURANCE NORTH LEAGUE’ 
First division; Postponed: RTM Nmcasne 
v Munon South Shtekfa v Tow Lav. 
m MARTENS LEAGUE: Southern di¬ 
vision: Westort-SLtoer-Mare t Baldock 
Town 2: Witney Town 3 Ondertord Town 0 
SMV840FF B8SH LEAGUE First dmstat: 
Bangor 4 Limavsdy Utd 0. 

OPTIMUM INTERIORS CAPITAL 
LEAGUE Fdham 2 Rushden and Di¬ 
amonds 1: GflKngham 1 Bamet 1: Layton 
Orient 0 Reed?^ 3. Northaripion 2 
CcKcfiester l; Stevenage 0 Cambridge 5 . 
INTERLINK EXPRESS ALLIANCE Knas 
Norton 0 KrrypereJey V 0 
WINSTONLEAD K&iT LEAGUE First 
cMatat Chelhem A StadB Green 4 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE 
Premier dMstar. Pontaiiaa Cote 0 
Armiharpe Wellare 2. 

COMPLETE MUSIC HEUENIC LEAGUE 
FTemta dMstar rtghworth 2 Burream a 
Nphh.UJgh 1 Wmrege 0; Shormood 0 
Pfetot O', urfftey I Sivncfon Supermanna 0 
LEAGLE. Premier *• 
vision: Eton Manor 0 Concord 3. 
JWHTVASPARTAN SOUTH MIDLANDS: 
SuttoS Postponed; R(is- 

^lEWTO DOTECT LEAGUE Prenfter 
avidon: Taunton 0 Mangoistew 0 
NCTTTVI WEST COUNTIES: ^ (Svtekai. 
wrowue a sonom i; ftar a txx tun 4 
Atherton Cotales Z 

TTB4RAN: toMmatfonal taiiaiM ken 0 
Ltaigaqr 2, Macedonia 2 Jamaica v 


SAILING 


HYERS, France: Oiyir^ftc desses re¬ 
gatta: 470 women (after si* races); 1. N 
BMewr and W Budle (Gar) 3tpts. 2. T 
ZabeB and S Aam ®p) 33 3. R Taranand E 
PaMod* (Ukr) 33. 470 Man (after Rva 
races): 1, E Brastaets and I Matvienko — 
(Uta) 7Ws. 2. H Scftto and T Msato^f] 
(Japan) 95. Tornado (after Bve races): 1.F - 
Lean and J L Bates or (Sp) iGpts. Z P 
Fennec and Y Gurahid (Fr) 17 Soling 
(alter three races): 1, H Waffen. J Barm and 
A Augusl (Sm) 15pls. Z R Stantoiger. G 
Joebstl and M Matusc lAustna) 16 Ftm 
(after Six races): 1. S Goctetiad (Bet) 14pM 
Z M Kuaznietsvncz (Pol) 20 Usiral Man 
(alia three races): 1, C fOoster (Ger) 5pt*r. 

Z P Miarcynstt [Pun 9. LftstraJ Woman 
(after five races) 1. S L Lee (Hiq i3pts: 2. F 
Merret (Fr) 14 4Sw (alter hto races) 1. S L 
Va&quez and T GonzalB (Sp) Ipc2. iBaiVer 
anb T Hancock <GB) 2 Europe (after hw 
tacee) 1. S Rooerteon (GB) 3pta: £ D 
Wetai (Ger) 5 Laser taller five races): 1. k 
K27BA1 


Sunason (Swe) 4pto; 2, B Alnste (GB) 11 

SNOOKER 


wcrftf champ- 
ia)es)bt 


SHEFB&D: 

ionsWp: First round: M WlSams 
Q Hem (Aus) 108. A McManus Scot) bl D 
Gray (Eng) to-8; J Parrott (Eng) ol P Unas 
104. M Kirg (Eng) bt N Bond (Big) 

SPEEDWAY 

EXETER: Second In ta n tallu nal match: 
England Under -21 S9 (S Nloote 1£ L 
Larftam nj Russia 3t (R Pomzhny i£ a 
Matdans tiin 7) Cf; 

SPEEDWAY STAR CUP: Wotverhamptcn ' 
45 Coventry 45 

TENNIS 

M0NAO3; Monte Carlo Open: First 
KWtd: C Moya (Spl bt T Muster (Austria) 5 
a6-3.CKoine(AittCCostaPp)M.3- 
6.6-3, S Bnnuera (Sp) bt J Tarango (US) 6- 
1.1-6.73. FSantarolFrJbtACIemertpl 
6-2. B-i: G Banco (Sp) bt T Henman (GB) 

6-2.64L A Agassi (IJS) bt T Martn (US) 52 
6-1 AGaidena (IT) W B Steven (N2) 6-3, fr 
1: A Barasategu. (Sp) bt T Woodtn^e 
lAus) 68. 7-5. M Woodtoide (Atn) K T 
Johansson (Swe) 5-7.7-6.6-3; a MenM» 
(Ukr) W G Ivarvsewc (Cm) 4 -ft 6 = 2 . 78 D 
yaoi. (Cz) bl J Sanchez (Sp) 63.48 64 
Second round: G Kajerten(Bri bt F CtawL 
(SP) 7-5, 7-5; R Kraft** (Hoff) bt J Woca 
(Sp) 64. 6-2: M Phisppoicsts (Aus) fit M 
Norman (Swe) 64.63 
OfJ^ANDO: US day court champion- 
Mitpa: FM round: G Pozzl IffblS 
Samsian lArm) 6-3. 78: L Arnold (Artf U J 
vanlomim ftWl 7-5. S-Z M HMromSw^ 

WC Vtock (Gar) 63.6-2. HGuirv (Afffl 
Renetwg (Sp) 38. 64. 58. A CflMraw 
bl J A Marm (Sp) 6-3.28 J Gtaelffl* 

(fJSi M J Stoltenberg (Aus) 3 - 8 , 53 ,64 


POOLS FORECAST 


Saturday April 25 
CotjxnNa ban, iorecast 
FACARUNG 
PRBtOERSHF 
lAveavBatan 1 

2 Bamsigy v Aisam 2 

3 Bj adrixmv 

Wimb ta J o n X 

ACMtseavUverpoot 2 

5 Everton v Shed Wed X 

6 Leeds v Coventry i 

7 Tottenham v Nawcasttel 

8 W Ham v South'ptan 1 
NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 

HRST DMSION 

9 Bury v Ipswich 2 

ID Chariton v Trarmere 1 

11 Grom v Bradford 1 

12 Man City v OPR 2 

13 Norwich v Swindon 1 

14 Oattnl v Bkmingham 2 


IfPortemmvHuddTItJ 1 

16a»tfutdvWBrom i 

17 SwtdertaxJ v St*e 1 
18«WwsvStockport i 
SEGOra) DMSION 

19 Sacftpool v &istol R 2 

20 Bourn'mlh v Bwiley x 

21 Brentford v Luton 2 
aawctCvWatean i 

23 Cartp fg y i-pry. 1 

v Fuham X 
MOrtiamv Southend i 

saasKaaer ? 

fflWramamv Preston i 

29WytambevGheaTld X 

THIRD DMSION 

30 tonet v Mansfield 2 

31 GtghtanvHuH X 

32 Cambridge v Nate Cox 

33 Cdcbestar v Leyton Q y 


TREBLE CHANCE (home teams): 
Bfa ritan, Evarton, Boumemouth. 
ywhanp ton. WycombTaK; 
Carjrttga. Scaftorough, 

BEST DRAWS . SiaadxT". Nonhamp- 
ten. Wycwnbe, Bnghlon, Scabon 

EurS 01 ' '****■ 


34 Dartegton v Unculn * 

35 HarOepool v CardBl 1 

36 MacctesTd v Che3Br ] 

37 Rorherhan v Rochdale * 

38 Scarboro v Sfirisbuy * 

39 Sarthorpe v Extfer ' 

sex’s _ 
SCOTTISH LEAWe 
PREMIB1DM90N 

40 Cefflc v Htoortan j 

41 Dundee UvSJstonfl; 

42 Hearts v Rangem ; 

43 KSmarn> v Aberdeen J 

44 Modi’wel v DirfrflWl 

frstdmswn 

45 FaMrfc v Dundee ' 

46 G Morton v Ayr : 

47 Pant*. v HamBm J 

48 Rath v SVtng ' 

flSMntnvWft * 


S£iS : ^ vaa - Chartton. Cre*- 
■*"***>, Portsmouth, Braid CXy. Q* , 
^ 'SSogaafiaid. Rothertwa Jfc 
OODSj Homes Aston 
SSSli Cotehaster. MflcdesteW- 
Awys- loswteh, 

VioceWrigW 


J 
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athletics 

McKiernan maj 
get men to help 
set record pace 

By DAVin Prnvci i .___ 


i: 


UARCASPLAND 


By David Powell, athletics correspondent 

^fta A McWern^f iTin^toe **“ bysp,inl 

Naseem Homed, Arsenal nr SnL F ? mn J a l d Ihal he was the wort 

^T hatMc “™ 6 = 


extent that, in her only press 
conference before the Flora 
London Marathon on Sunday, 
nobody asked her yesierday if 
she thought she would win. 
That much was taken for 
granted. 

The questioning went 
straight to a higher level, to 
whether McKieman might 
break the world record and. in 
this, she put up an Arsenal- 
style defence. She would not 
be drawn, no matter how 
varied the attack. 

“1 am not thinking of the 
world record." McKiernan 
said. "Getting to the line is my 
main ambition. I have only 
run one marathon. You are 
trying to get me to say some¬ 
thing.** Even as she departed, 
somebody teased her that we 
would see her at 11.20am on 
Sunday. “At which mile mark 
would that be?" McKiernan 
responded, recognising that 
to be at the finish by then, she 
would have to arrive in world- 
record time. 

Marathon officials believe it 
may be Irish bluff, that when 
McKiernan said “if you say 
very little, it is the safest thing" 
she was merely hiding her 
sword with her shield. They 
are considering an unprece¬ 
dented step, which the Inter¬ 
national Amateur Athletic 
Federation [IAAFJ described 
yesterday as “against the spirit 
of athletics". 

Tim Hutchings, the London 
assistant race director who is 
in charge of pacemakers, said 
that discussions would, take 
place with Joe Doonan, 
McKieman's coach, and Ray 
Flynn, her manager, with a 
view to inviting men to pace 


. Such a move would greatly 
improve the chances of a fast 
winning time, something that 
has been conspicuously miss¬ 
ing in recent years, when 
the men’s and women's elite 
fields have been separated. 
Hutchings has been unable 
this year to find a woman 
pacemaker capable of holding 
form beyond the half- 
marathon. 

Male pacemakers could es- 


IONDON 


\RATHON 


Only in the Times 
next week: 
a fall list of the 
runners and their 
finishing times 


cort McKiernan over the ex¬ 
posed second half of the 
course. Ft is a move that 
London officials are prepared 
to consider after Tegla 
Loroupe, from Kenya, broke 
Ingrid Kristiansen’s 13-year- 
old world record in Rotterdam 
on Sunday, paced by two male 
compatriots. 

Men assisting women, even 
to the extent of handing them 
drinks, is a common sight in 
commercial marathons such 
as Rotterdam, where elite 
fields are mixed. However, 
London goes against the tide 


by splitting the elite so that, in 
the words of David Bedford, 
the race director, "people cart 
see what is happening”. 

The women depart 30 min¬ 
utes ahead of the men. Last 
year, the policy paid dividends 
when an absorbing race be¬ 
tween Liz McColgan and 
Joyce Chepdmmba was set¬ 
tled in a sprint finish, the 
drama unfolding on a stage 
uncluttered by men. 

However, the method by 
which Loroupe recorded her 
2hr 20min 47sec in Rotterdam 
highlighted the disadvantage 
that London faces. “We have 
beat looking at using male 
pacemakers for a couple of 
years, but events in Rotterdam 
have raised it as an issue.” 
Hutchings said. “There must 
be 200 blokes in the UK who 
could do it. If it does not 
happen this year, we would 
look at in future." 

Benoit Laruel. an 1AAF 
competitions department 
spokesman, admitted that the 
world governing body was 
powerless to prevent London 
taking such the step. “I do not 
see any rule against it, but, for 
me. it is against the spirit of 
athletics,” Laruel said. 

The 1AAF does not give 
official world record status to 
marathon times, insisting that 
they be regarded as “world 
bests". They are not, therefore, 
subject to the same strict 
criteria and. unlike in track 
events, world bests can be set 
in mixed races. 

Not only would McKiernan, 
who recorded 2hr 23rain 44sec 
in her debut benefit so would 
others. McColgan. for exam¬ 
ple. with a protective male 
shield, could be helped to¬ 
wards breaking Veronique 
Marat’s British record, of 2hr 
25min56sec. 



Many observers are taking McKieman’s victory on Sunday for granted 


SAILING: SHORTEST LEG PROVIDES EXCITING BATTLE FOR SUPREMACY BETWEEN DUTCH AND SWEDISH BOATS 

Heiner’s lead under threat from Krantz 


By Edward Gorman 

SAILING CORRESPONDENT 

THE seventh leg of the 
Whitbread Round the World 
Race started on Sunday and 
is expected to reach the finish¬ 
ing line in Baltimore this 
evening. Although the shortest 
leg in Whitbread history, at 
870 miles, it is proving to be a 
worthy test, with a surging 
downwind start followed by a 
patch of light airs in the 
middle and now a nasty beat 
towards the finish. 

Yesterday, the fleet was 
slamming to windward in a 
shorx sea off the coast of 
North Carolina, with an in¬ 
creasing northeast wind kick¬ 
ing into the north-flowing 
Gulf Stream, which is run¬ 
ning in places at up to four 
knots. The Dutch crew on 
BrunelSunergy. skippered by 
Roy Heiner. found their lead 
being threatened by Gunnar 
Krantz. on Swedish Match, as 
they approached Cape Hatter- 
as and the entrance to Chesa¬ 
peake Bay. 


Krantz and Paul Cayard, on 
EF Language, who is covering 
his every move, benefited from 
a slightly more inshore course 
than their rivals to move up 
the leader board and were 
occupying second and third 
places for the leg yesterday. 
The two crews were engaged 
in a tight dogfight and were 
making the highest speeds in 
the fleet 

“It’s a bumpy road out here 
now," Cayard. who must be 
glad that he changed his mast 
in Fort Lauderdale, reported. 
“The wind has gone to 30 
degrees magnetic and the 
[Gulf] Stream is running at 2.6 
knots into it The waves are 
short and steep. The slam¬ 
ming is getting intense for the 
hull and the rig. Riding this 
bronco is a workout on deck as 
well as in the bunks." he said. 

Behind Cayard. there was 
an 18-mile gap to Knut 
Frostad, on Innovation 
Kvaemer, who was disputing 
fourth place with Lawrie 
Smith, of Great Britain, on 
Silk Cut. Adrian Stead, one of 


Smith's, crew, reported that 
valuable ground had been lost 
on Monday to Cayard and 
Krantz when Silk Cut was 
trapped in a failing breeze 
while boats to the west of her 
sailed away. 


“After a frustrating few 
hours, die breeze filled in at 15 
knots from the north and we 
were all on the wind, battling 
for fourth place," Stead said. 

At the back, things were 
very dose. Four crews were 


- sre'-cR- 
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' within two miles of each other, 
in terms of distance to the 
finish, yesterday with Dennis 
Conner, at the wheel of 
Toshiba, the official back- 
marker. He is trying to re¬ 
trieve a situation that is in 

_GREGORY SMITH 
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Conner, centre, is struggling again on the seventh leg of the Whitbread race 


danger of further underlining 
Toshiba’s poor performance 
in the race. Conner's sense of 
disappointment will only be 
increased by the fact that he 
was a firm pre-race favourite. 
□ The Yacht Racing Division¬ 
al Committee of the Royal 
Yachting Assocation (RYA) is 
meeting today to consider 
proposals to change the organ¬ 
isation’s view of single-handed 
ocean racing. 

Historically, the RYA has 
not actively supported single- 
handing because it is techni¬ 
cally in breach of international 
maritime law. However, both 
Ken Ellis, the RYA chairman, 
and Rod Carr, the racing 
manager, are thought to fa¬ 
vour a more positive approach 
to one of the most high-profile 
areas of the spon. 

WHfTBFEAO ROUND THE WORLD 
RACE; Lstaa posttons: Sawmh lag iftom 
Fort Lauderdale ro Bati mart. Posttons (at 
1200GMT yeswaay.wEftfnrtesmtasM' 1. 
BrLnaStrierjv (Hooj 324. 2. Sweden 
Maicn (Swe) 349 i. 3. EF Language fSwo) 
350.0,4. Innovated Kvaemer iNw) 3t». & 
Sflv Cm (GB) 370 & 6. Men Cup (Monaco) 
376® 7. Cftess» ftaong (US) 378 8. EF 
Edueabon (Swe) 37B3: 9. Toshiba (US) 
378 3 


HOCKEY 


Pressure mounts on 
England to deliver 

By Cathy Harris 
IF Glenn Hoddie.. At M 

football coach, ts havingtc(defend fas Were in a 

decision to have a faith healer m the nrocess and the manage- 


training party, then the En S ia ™ 
women’s World Cup hockey squad 
could find itself under nwng 
pressure to justify sending II offiLiaLs 
to accompany the team competing in 
a four-nations tournament tn tne 

U ^n S En|andrn f .ind,ainto 


uuns im ““ ---- 

learning process and the manage¬ 
ment needs to find out how to get the 
best our of people." . 

Snice. a former assistant coach to 
the Australia women’s Olympic and 
world championship team, con¬ 
firmed that eight officials accompa- 

med the squad m AtiariQ adijig 


England meet .ndiaib tar 

opening match in SpnngfieU^Masj than most; but more 

saThusetts, today the 16 pla^wj "^Necessarily mean better and 

be supported by a it’s possible we won’t have quite as 

the performance director manyat the World Cup." 

English Hockey Ass^anon ahead W pJayers ^ hadin 

coach, a team manager, two assistant e with loneiy funding provid- 

coaches. a with training allowances 

physiotherapist, a notanonal ar^yst, ^ opportunity go full-time 

_ and 31) UfTTPlTC- ... L nr kwn svtfinsiVP and 


ft*r^p^anofatiorfalanalysL 

a video operator and an ujg"*- ^ bu iid-up has been offensive and 
The presence of such, a d£P r °P° ^ ^ IoItery officials are likely to 
donate number of ^ iake a dim view if they fail to achieve 

made possible, by generous lottery u ^ gl World Cup . 

W* JLLlSM Sur- Rating 


cricket tour of the squad a chance I 

jo-strong side! was* J^.^mecS to P^y aggressively, 
officials, an d players at squad, j 

accompany tne ZO tn c w« J S3enS. x Bowden (U 

th ^“' ^eEHA performarice 
Chns Spice, die tnAP 1 


saia uiai ..—: . 

squad a chance to experiment and 


MOTOR RALLYING 

Auriol close 
to securing 
Catalan win 

D1D1ER AURIOL. of France, in¬ 
creased his lead after the second 
leg of the Catalan Rally yesterday 
ami holds an advantage of 41.6sec 
going into the final day. Auriol had 
a time of 3hr lOmin l.9sec after 13 
Special stages. Freddy Lobe, of 
Belgium, is in second place, with 
Carlos Sainz. of Spain, third. All 
three are driving Toyota Corollas. 

Tommi Makinen, of Finland, the 
world champion, is in fourth place 
in a Mitsubishi Lancer, after 
moving up from seventh earlier in 
die day. It was not such a good day 
for Colin McRae, of Great Britain, 
who dropped back over 2 m in in 
his Subaru Impreza after damag¬ 
ing tracking when he swerved to 
avoid spectators and dipped a 
bank. McRae, who won in Portugal 
last month, finished the day in 
tenth place. 

The second leg of the rally was 
over 172.92 kilometres, indudmg 
six special stages. Jfisus Puras, of 
Spain, had been second after the 
first leg in his Citroen Xsara, but he 
was forced to pull out on the first 
stage of the day when his engine 
failed after sustaining an earlier oil 
leak. 

Juba Kankkunen, of Finland, 
continued to struggle in his Ford 
Escort and was in twelfth place, 
more than 3*2 min off the lead. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


New league expands 
game’s boundaries 


By Christopher Irvine 


THE launch yesterday of a 15-team 
competition, primarily in the South 
and Midlands, reflected the fresh 
mood of optimism within the game 
after a couple of dark years. 

The Rugby League Conference 
follows the successful pilot last 
summer. There are new teams in 
Cheltenham. Crawley, Chester, 
Northampton, South Norfolk, St 
Albans and West London, some of 
them “twinned" with Super League 
dubs to provide coaching and educa¬ 
tional assistance. 

After the relaunch of the Wales 
national side, a triangular interna¬ 
tional tournament and the Super 
League "road show" in July. Sir 
Rodney Walker, chairman of the 
Rugby Football League (RFL). which 
is giving financial support to the 
Conference, said: 'This is an impor¬ 
tant step in the journey to establish¬ 
ing rugby league as a national spon. 
particularly at grassroots level, but 
also to sow the seeds of expansion at a 
professional level.” 

Applications are being sought 
from existing amateur dubs and new 
ones outside the traditional bound¬ 
aries for possible indusion in a 
second division in 1999. “It is not 
impossible that one day Cheltenham 
Warriors could be at home to Wigan 
Warriors and Birmingham Bulls 


playing Bradford Bulls." Lionel 
Hurst, the Conference chairman, 
said. 

There is no shortage of vision by 
the pioneering Hurst, a Cheltenham 
lawyer, who saw the move to a 
summer game in 1996 as the opportu¬ 
nity for rugby league to broaden its 
horizons. Rugby union dubs such as 
Worcester and Bedford have encour¬ 
aged the development of league sides 
to occupy the summer months. 

The Conference is divided into 
three regional groups and will start 
next month. The divisional winneis 
plus the best second-placed team will 
go into the semi-finals, with a grand 
final at Cheltenham on August 8. 
Both finalists will enter the first 
round of the Silk Cup Challenge Cup 
near year and a representative Con¬ 
ference team will play the Army at 
Aldershot on September 5. 

□ Lord Lofthouse. chairman of the 
all-party rugby league group, called 
during a Lords debate on Monday 
night for the Challenge Cup final to 
be added to the proposed two-tier list 
of protected sporting events on 
terrestial television. 

RtXJSY LEAGUE CONFB&C& BeOzrti S»Qs. 
Bmr*ngh8fn Bids. CamMv Eaftas. CneDenham 
waners, Cheaer Woh*5. Cra*5oy. Ipswich Tgure. 
Lacaag. Oxford Caelfee. Ncnrampioa London 
Shoiarc, South Norfolk Sans. Si Attnns Cenuians. 
wea London. Woresaa Saws sat May g. Grand 
ftnafc Aupud 8, Cteftetfwm. 


BOWLS 

Shaw faces 
battle 
to defend 
world title 

By David Rhys Jones 

NORMA SHAW and Marga¬ 
ret Johnston, two of the 
world’s leading bowfeis, have 
been drawn in the same 
round-robin group for the 
women’s world indoor singles 
championship, which starts at 
the Selwyn Samuel Centre at 
Llanelli today. 

Shaw, die holder, from 
County Durham, and John- 
ston. the Commonwealth 
Games champion, from 
Ballymoney in Northern Ire¬ 
land. are the only players to 
have achieved the double — 
winning the womens world 
singles title indoors and 
out 

Drawn with them in section 
A are Julie Davies, the cham¬ 
pion of Wales, and Lindsey Le 
Long, a precocious teenager 
and qualifier from Jersey. 

Although women can now 
lake pan in the qualifying 
process for what used to be 
called the men’s world cham¬ 
pionship, World Indoor 
Bowls Council officials 
believe that it is important to 
stage a world event for 
women. 

Every country that has an 
indoor stadium will be repre¬ 
sented — except, surprisingly. 
Australia, who. since the 
event started in 1988. have 
declined invitations to take 
part 

New Zealand, on the other 
band, haw sent a representa¬ 
tive every year and have high 
hopes that Millie Khan, a 
Maori from Mata Mata, who 
won the silver medal at the 
1990 Commonwealth Games 
in Auckland, will become the 
first New Zealander to reach 
the final on Friday. 

England will be represent¬ 
ed by Shaw, the defending 
champion, as well as by both 
finalists in the recent national 
championship — Carol Ash¬ 
by. from Eastbourne, and Liz 
Shorter, from the County Arts 
dub, Norwich. 

Curiously. Channel Island¬ 
ers make up 25 per cent of the 
field, but this can be foe- 
plained by the fact dial the 
championship made its home 
in Guernsey for five years, 
when, in return for the hospi¬ 
tality. the Channel Islands 
were given a generous slice of 
the cake. 

DRAW: Section A: NSnaw (Ena. hofctefj. M 
Johnston (fee), J Davne (Wales). L Lb Long 


Section B-. M Khan (NZ). C McAlister 
(Scot). J Mufewtend (he). K Harman 


nCJ McNau^ton (Can). K Adams 
.JhtoolB (Guernsey). CAshty (Eng) 
mD L Shorter (Eng). ISmflft (HK}. fl 
i (Wales). A Sfenon (Guernsey) 
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BADMINTON 

Youngsters 
impress as 
Hall bows 

to injury 

From Richard Eaton 

IN SOFIA 

DARREN hall has proba¬ 
bly lost his last chance of 
adding to his collection of 
European championship med¬ 
als after flying home from 
Bulgaria yesterday with an 
Achilles tendon injury. 

The injury worsened during 
die England win over 
Germany during their run io 
the team championship final 
on Monday — in which they 
were beaten by Denmark — 
and it may keep Hal! oui of ihe 
finals of ihe Friends Provident 
British Grand Slam touma- 
mem in Norwich in two 
weeks' time. 

Hall, the winner of ihe 
European championship in 
1988 and of the silver medal 
two years later, will be 34 by 
the time thai the next champi¬ 
onships are held in Glasgow 
in 2000. He had been seeded 
No 8 here and his departure 
represented another break 
from the past for England's 
younger, better-funded and 
highty-promising squad, two 
of whom. Mark Constable and 
Tracy Hallam, produced good 
wins yesterday. 

Constable. 21. was too fresh 
and fast for Henrik Bengt- 
sson. the No 6 seed, from 
Sweden, in a 15-2, 15-11 win, 
while Hallam. the England 
No 3, outlasted. Katja Micha- 
iowski, the No 14 seed, from 
Germany, 10-12, 11-8, 11-9. 
Both survived to the third 
round with two wins, as did 
Colin Haughton and Julia 
Mann, of England, Anne Gib¬ 
son. of Scotland, and Kelly 
Morgan, of Wales. 

Morgan is the No 3 seed but 
is still funded far less than the 
England players, despite 
being dearly Great Britain's 
best hope of success in wom¬ 
en's singles. Yesterday, she 
shrugged aside a sore throat, 
difficulties with the lighting 
and the opposition of Tracy 
Dineen, of England, and 
Claire Henderson, of Ireland- 

Three Danish players also 
won twice. Peter Gade. the 
No 1 seed, beat Vladislav 
Druzchenko. of Ukraine, and 
Michael Logosz. of Poland, 
while Peter Rasmussen, the 
world champion, defeated 
Maxim Carpenoo, of Mol¬ 
dova, and Craig Robertson, of 
Scotland. Their compatriot. 
Poul-Erik Hoyer. the Olympic 
champion, beat Robert Node, 
of England, 15-11. 15-8, to 
maintain his challenge for a 
record-breaking fourth Euro¬ 
pean title. 


Lewis may make title 
defence in London 

■ boxing: Lennox Lewis’s mandatory World Boxing 
Council (WBQ heavyweight championship defence againsi 
Zeljko Mavra vie. of Croatia, has been given a purse offer 
deadline of May 29. Bids were called for after the rival camps 
could not reach agreement. If Mavrovic’s promoter, Wilfred 
Sauerland. submits toe higher offer, he could stage the contest 
in Zagreb. However, should Lewis's promoter. Pianos 
Eliades, secure the bout, it may take place in London. 

Lewis is overdue an appearance in Great Britain as he has 
not fought in this country since losing the WBC crown to Oliver 
McCall at Wembley Arena in September 1994. Since then, 

Lewis has fought in Sacramento, Dublin, Las Vegas, New York 
and Atlantic City. 

Cup pair team up again 

■ 0OLR Gary Wolsteuholme and Justin Rose, of 
England. Who formed a successful partnership in the Walker 
Cup last year, will line up together again in the opening 
four-ball matches as Europe tackle Ana Pacific in Perth, 
Western Australia, today. Wolstenholme. at 38 the oldest 
member of the Europe side, and Rose play Jeff OgiKy and 
Brett Romford, of Australia. Ken Kearney and Graham 
R ankin take on Harmed Kahlon. of India, and Nachimutfau 
Ramasamy, of Malaysia. 

New youth policy 

■ RUGBY league: Officials will put progress before profit 
when they take Super Le a gue on toe road this summer. It was 
announced yesterday that under-16$ will be charged £1 
admission to the JJB Super League matches to be staged in 
development areas, if they are accompanied by an adult and 
tickets are bought in advance. The first match is on July 10, 
when Leeds Rhinos play Salford Reds at Gateshead. 

Maurice Lindsay, managing director of Super League Europe, 
said: “We want to attract as many youngsters as possible." 

McKenna triumphs 

■ SNOWBOARDMG: Lesley McKenna. 23, from Scotland, 
claimed her second win in two days a t the Honda British 
championships in Saas Fee; Switzerland, yesterday. 

McKenna won the women’s boardercross event despite a cut 
sustained in an earlier heat and looks odd&on to daim the 
overall women's title, whidi is decided on an aggregate of 
pointy scored in the week’s four events. McKenna 
switched from skiing to snowboarding just two years ago. 

Millions for Americans 

■ football: The United States Soccer Federation has 
signed a 12-year marketing and licensing deal with the IMG 
organisation that could bring the football governing body 
$500 million between now and 2010. Alan Rmhenberg, toe US 
Soccer president, said that toe aim was to build toe national 
team into a solid contender for the 2010 World Cup. “We should 
approach $500 million in revenues, which we believe is more 
than enough to accomplish our ambitious goals," he said. 
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Walker’s 
runs help 
Kent to win 
at a canter 

By Michael Henderson 


CANTERBURY (final day of 
four): Kent (20pts) beat Mid¬ 
dlesex (l) by four wickets 

WITH skill, no little will and 
the complicity of Middlesex, 
who reprieved the two bats¬ 
men who did most to win the 
game, Kent opened their 
championship season with a 
successful run-chase in the 
fourth innings of a match 
shortened by rain on the first 
three days. Left to make 252 in 
60 overs by Ramprakash’s 
well-judged declaration, they 
got there with eight balls to 
spare. 

Fleming, who is not the 
worst man to have in the 
middle when quick runs are 
needed, made the winning hit 
when he hooked Fraser for six. 
beyond the two deep fielders 
positioned behind square, for 
such a stroke. Fraser looked 
thoroughly fed up. When he 
brought back a bail that 
bowled Weils between bat and 
pad six overs earlier. Kent 
were not certain of victory. By 
the time that Fleming cleared 
the rope, they could have got 
there in singles. 

Perhaps Ramprakash was a 
touch too generous in making 
his decision, for the pitch was 
good. In making it. he obvi¬ 
ously wanted to give his 
bowlers the best chance of 
talcing ten wickets and reck¬ 
oned that, in the absence or 
Hooper and Ward. Kent 
lacked explosive shot-making 
potential at the top of the 
order. 

Kent owed their win to two 
innings beside Fleming's, 
whose 40 off 44 balls supplied 
the final surge. Walker, the 
podgy left-hander, played eff¬ 
ectively for his 68. particularly 
through the on side, and 
Wells, who made 77, rolled 
handsome strokes all round 
the wicket Two of his offside 
boundaries, through point 
rather than extra cover, and 
placed as much as struck, 
were resounding. 

His was the leading contri¬ 
bution, though Middlesex had 
the chance to nip his innings 


in the bud. He was beginning 
to move out of shallow waters, 
having got to 22, when he 
flashed hard at Hewitt and the 
ball flew high to Langer. then 
beyond Langer. at second slip. 
Chances like that don’t often 
stick at the best of times, in 
weather that Langer, from 
Perth, must And distinctly 
parky, they don't stick at all. 

Fleming was granted 
another life, in different cir¬ 
cumstances. He had made 
nine when he drove Hewitt to 
long-off where Shah held a 
very good catch, realising as 
he caught it that the bowler 
had already been penalised 
for a no-ball. In his uncompli¬ 
cated way. Fleming proceeded 
to work the ball around and, 
when it was there to hit he hit 
it 

Kent will probably take 
most satisfaction from Walk¬ 
er’s innings. He lost his way 
last season, making only 298 
runs in the championship, 
with a single half-century. The 
year before he made 275 runs, 
unbeaten, in one innings 
against Somerset, which is the 
highest individual score made 
on this ground and a big 
feather for anybody wear in 
the brim of his hat 

By the time that Walker 
hoisted Johnson to deep 
square leg, Kent were proper¬ 
ly engaged in their pursuit 
and though Ealham was un¬ 
able to sustain it for long, and 
Marsh later offered a return 
catch. Wells had provided a 
firm enougn foundation for 
Fleming to build on. They 
were aided, too. by a wiki ball 
from Johnson, immediately 
after Marsh'S dismissal that 
went for six wides. 

Earlier in the day. before 
they came out again briefly to 
bump up the target to 252, the 
Middlesex first innings had 
petered out at 228, as Fleming 
and Phillips each finished 
with three wickets. Shah im¬ 
pressed, as he often does, in 
making 40 well-organised 
runs. Now that he is available 
for the whole summer, his 
game should benefit 



Brown, at his belligerent best, swings to leg during his 72-ball century 

White whistles out Somerset 


HEADING LEY (final dap of 
fourf Yorkshire (23pts) beat 
Somerset (4) by 215 runs 

GOOD news for Yorkshire 
has traditionally spelt good 
news for England, which 
means that their completion 
of a crushing win over Somer¬ 
set shortly before lunch yes¬ 
terday should be greeted with 
glee. 

David Graven ey and his 
fellow selectors will be 
delighted by the perfor¬ 
mances of Darren Gough and 
Craig White. The early indi¬ 
cations are that Gough is back 
as the positive, rumbustious 
character of old. 

“He batted vety well to 
make 89 in difficult circum¬ 
stances and he bowled well in 


By Barney Spender 

spells." David Byas, the York¬ 
shire captain, said. “He is still 
a bit match-rusty, but give 
him another game or two and 
he will be firing on all 
cylinders again. The impor¬ 
tant tiling is that he is fit** 

White, once described by 
Ray Illingworth as the best 
all-rounder in England, is less 
certain of his future at inter¬ 
national level but it was his 
bowling that snuffed out any 
lingering hopes that Somerset 
may have had of an escape as 
he took four for 13 in 122 
overs. 

With Somerset still needing 
an unlikely 305 to win. Paul 
Hutchison struck the first 
blow with the opening ball of 


the day. It passed harmlessly 
outside the off stump, but 
Simon Ecclestone's trouble¬ 
some knee locked up and. 
after collapsing in a heap at 
the crease, he retired hurt 

He returned to the Cray 65 
minutes later, by which time 
Gough had removed Rose 
and White, who had dropped 
a simple catch from Piran 
Holloway at first slip, made 
amends by bowling him off a 
defensive bottom edge and 
then dinging on to a firmly 
shuck return drive hour Mar¬ 
cos Trescothick. 

White finished off the job 
by trapping Ecdestone leg- 
before and, after some lusty 
blows from Kevin Shine, find¬ 
ing the edge of Andy 
Cad dick's bat 


Sussex rewarded by their floodlit dry run 


By Simon Wilde 

FLOODLIT cricket in England Is not 
new—it took its first tentative steps at 
competitive level in the Axa Life 
League last year — but what was a 
departure in the day-night match 
staged at Hove yesterday was floodlit 
cricket in April. The idea that specta¬ 
tors would pay to sit for hours in 
temperatures that started low and 
finished at not much above freezing 
was ridiculed, but 2,000 souls duly did 
so and were rewarded with a decent 
contest. 

Unlikely though it sounds, the 
occasion worked. Crucially, it was dry, 
otherwise Sussex’s league match 
against Lancashire might have gone 
the same way as the first scheduled 


floodlit fixture, at the Oval ten months 
ago. But nor was it the balmy evening 
that Tony Pigott. the Sussex chief 
executive, had predicted. 

To bring the whole thing off required 
chutzpah, and the Sussex marketing 
department has plenty of that. It went 
for its audience—which was consider¬ 
ably younger than would be usual for a 
day-time championship match but also 
contained a fair sprinkling of members 
— with gusto. 

A promotion with the local evening 
paper effectively gave away 250 tickets 
and a couple of hundred clubs in the 
Sussex Cricket Association are 
rumoured to have been given four free 
tickets apiece. That may mean that 
more spectators had got in for free than 
paid for the privilege, but the fact is 


that .people came. If they come once, 
they may come again. 

For their benefit, a cuddly shark 
cavorted across the outfield before the 
start (Sussex have renamed themselves 
the Sussex Sharks for the purposes of 
the competition this year), and when 
the players walked out — Sussex’s 
actually sprinted — they were greeted 
by a display of roman candles. 

Sussex, who staged their first day- 
night match, against Surrey Last 
August, in an event that was not an 
unqualified success, have dearly learnt 
from the experience. For one thing, the 
floodlights, hired from an American 
company, were much more effective— 
three times so, according to PigotL 
Although they were switched on from 
the start the natural light was good 


enough to sustain play for up to an 
hour. 

Lancashire, who have six floodlit 
fixtures arranged this season, took 
their time to adjust to the conditions, 
but were lifted to a healthy total of 201 
for six by spirited batting by Flintoff 
and Hegg. who shared a fifth-wicket 
partnership of 81 in 15 overs.Flintoff, 
who struck three sixes and four fours 
in his 61 from 69 balls, showed what a 
natural striker of the ball he is. 

Lancashire’s effort was all the more 
commendable considering they were 
without five first-team regulars, in¬ 
cluding Atherton. Among them was 
Wasim Akram. He is in South Africa, 
where he will play in a day-flight 
today, probably in a considerably more 
temperate climate. 


Ferocious 
assault 
by Brown 
lightens 
the gloom 

* By John Stern 

THE OVAL (final dtp of four): 
Surrey (?pts) drew with North¬ 
amptonshire (5) 

ALISTAIR BROWN struck 
the fastest century in the 
county championship for al¬ 
most two years, from 72 balls, 
and enlivened a day which 
began with hope of a positive, 
if contrived result but de¬ 
scended into childish farce in 
the final session. 

Only 30 overs’ play, in 
which Surrey made 88 for one, 
was possible on the first three 
days of this match yet once 
play began yesterday. 25 min¬ 
utes late, the most logical 
conclusion appeared to be for 
Adam Hoflioake and Kevin 
Curran, the captains, to arrive 
at a mutually agreeable target 
for the visitors to chase: some- 
tiling in the region of 220 at 
about four runs an over. 

It soon became apparent 
though, as Surrey continued 
their innings, that no such 
agreement had been reached 
— although one could have 
easily mistaken the situation 
given the urgency of Brown’s 
batting. -Having acquired their 
fourth baiting point by pass¬ 
ing 350. Surrey declared. 

Northamptonshire reached 
44 for two before a bizarre 
declaration of their own at 11 
minutes past five, ensuring 
they would have to follow on. 
Had they batted for another 
nine minutes, they could have 
declared and the captains 
could have agreed to call the 
game off given that there was 
no prospect of a result 

If Curran’s objective was to 
show his annoyance at the 
lack of cooperation from his 
opposite number and deny 
Surrey the opportunity to pick 
up a bowling point then this 
was achieved. The Northamp¬ 
tonshire opening batsmen 
emerged for the second time in 
just over an hour and lost the 
wicket of Alec Swann in the 13 
remaining overs. 

Brown arrived at the crease 
after Nadeem Shahid, having 
made 58. became Graeme 
Swann’s first wicket in first- 
class cricket when he was 
stumped by David Ripley 
down the leg side off the firsti 
ball after lunch. Swann'S 
elation at taking his maiden 
first-class wicket was swiftly 
punctured by Brawn’S fear¬ 
some hitting. Having conced¬ 
ed 20 runs off his first six 
overs, Swann went for 71 off 
his next seven. 

He extracted encouraging 
bounce from the soft pitch 
when bowling to Shahid and 
Graham Thorpe, who made a 
calm, unbeaten 63. However. 
Brown was in one of those 
moods when bowling at him 
becomes a thankless and ex¬ 
pensive business. 

He hit four of his six sixes off 
Swann, one of which was the 
result of Mai Loye taking a 
catch but falling over the 
boundary in the process. As if 
to make a point. Brown hit the 
next ball straight over the 
boundary at the Vauxhall 
End His first fifty took 46 
balls, the second only 26. 
Thorpe was on eight when > 
Brown came in and he added 
only 37 more in the time it took 
Brown to bring up his century. 


Solanki’s 
display 
adds insult 
to injuries 
for Essex 

By Ivo Tennant 

WORCESTER (final day of 
four): Worcestershire (23pts) 
beat Essex (4) by six wickets 

VIKRAM SOLANKI, who 

was born in India and educat¬ 
ed in Wolverhampton, is not 
yet a regular member of 
Worcestershire’s side, even 
I though an occasion be has 
fampri with a sense of purpose 
and no little elegance. He 
demonstrated yesterday, in 
striking 53 off 26 balls, how 
adept he is at coping with a 
trying run chase. 

Worcestershire, who need¬ 
ed 122 off 15 overs to beat 
Essex, did so with three balls 
to spare. They were greatly 
assisted it was true, by -inju¬ 
ries to Ilott who could not 
bowl. Cowan, who managed 
only one over, and Danny 
Law, who slipped on the 
greasy outfield and hurt him¬ 
self. The rain never relented 
and the light was pretty 
dreadful too. 

Hie umpires contentiously 
derided that the conditions 
were playable. The upshot 
was not merely an exciting 
finish, but the opportunity to 
. see a 22-year-old uncapped 
batsman, who was playing 
only because of an injury to 
Spiring, strike the bowling of 
more experienced cricketers 
to great effect Solanki’s half- 
century included five sixes 
and two fours. 

Much, seemingly, had de¬ 
pended on Hick giving Wor¬ 
cestershire a decent start after 
they had bowled out Essex for 
310. In the very first over, in 
which Cowan conceded 19 
runs — including two no balls 
— the acting captain pulled a 
six over square leg. He man¬ 
aged, in all 25 off 19 balls 
before sending a skyer to tire 
square-leg boundary off Irani. 

Cowan left the field suffer¬ 
ing from back spasms in¬ 
curred in that first over and, 
although Irani took all four 
wickets to fen, the ball was too 
slippery for the spinners, 
whom Prichard was obliged 
to use. Solanki pulled Gray¬ 
son’s first ball for six and then 
hit him for two more, one of 
which Hussain caught as he 
fell into a.boundary board. 

Solanki was dropped when 
he had made 44. Danny Law 
damaging his right shoulder 
in the process, and was even¬ 
tually held at long on. having 
added 62 In six overs with 
Haynes. Irani had Leather- 
dale leg-before and caught 
Lampitt in his foflow-through 
in the same over, but Worces¬ 
tershire had been green such a 
good start that they required 
only right runs off the last two 
overs. Rhodes brought about 
victory. 

In spite of the loss of 27 
overs to rain, Worcestershire 
had taken the remaining sev¬ 
en Essex wickets by late 
afternoon. Stuart Law fin¬ 
ished with 87, including two 
sixes and 11 fours, and Cowan 
batted as correctly as anybody 
in making 37 at die end of the 
innings. Twice Sheriyar, who 
finished. with four wickets, 
was on a hat-trick. Indeed, in 
the space of 12 balls, he 
dismissed both Laws, Irani 
and Grayson without conced¬ 
ing a run. 


Successful candidate will face Speak frustrated by rain 
trial hv those who write wrongs bvj “ kbm “ y *L oft s J sr i 'S eL k 

M. MmJLm. ▼ IrJLJLVr ▼Y A. X-l-V Y ▼ A ” W drew with Durham (lOpts) Dougie Brown had extracted Roseberry, who departed le 

v frnrrt thp nitrh when Hnwlinn hpFnrp In nrw* that Irani In. 


N asser Hussain has de¬ 
clared his hand and 
Matthew Maynard 
has said he is interested, or at 
least not said that he isn’t. Alec 
Stewart is keeping his own 
counsel, which, as the starred 
candidate, is both his entitle¬ 
ment and the best policy. For 
some strange reason, players 
still want to be the captain of 
England. 

It cannot be for the privilege 
of leading a suocessfol side. 
England’s stock remains stub¬ 
bornly low and there is little 
hope of improvement until a 
few fast bowlers of dass 
present themselves, it cannot 
be for the money, which 
amounts to a modest incre¬ 
ment. and it cannot be for the 
public profile. No sensible 
man would willingly enter a 
nether world of intrusion, 
speculation and misrepresen¬ 
tation. Would he? 

Michael Atherton's captain¬ 
cy was palpably flawed, 
though no more flawed than 
the work of those who passed 
judgment on him. He missed a 
wonderful chance to reach 
beyond the press conference 
and television cameras, to 
touch those thousands of crick¬ 
et-lovers who care deeply 
about the game; too often it 
was his antipathy towards the 
scribblers, or more precisely 
their scribbling, that prevent¬ 
ed him from trying. 

If it is true that nations get 


MICHAEL HENDERSON 


the politidans they deserve, it 
may also be true that they get 
the newspapers they deserve. 
When the public prints devote 
as much space on their front 
pages to pop stars as they do 
world statesman, then it is 
tempting to ran off and be¬ 
come a pig farmer in 
Patagonia. 

In his own small way, 
Atherton could tell a few tales. 
He could start with the one 
about the photographer hired 
by a newspaper to snap him 
changing in the Old Trafford 
dressing-room (into which it is 
impossible to peer with the 
naked eye from any part of the 
ground). The picture duly 
appeared on the back page, 
alongside a gratuitous and 
entirely misleading story. 

He could embellish it with 
the one about that paper’s 
main rival, which dispatched 


a reporter to trail him to the 
Lake “District in July 1994, 
during the dirt-in-pockei im¬ 
broglio. To the great credit of 
the publican who fielded in¬ 
quiries as to the captain’s 
whereabouts, the reporter was 
put firmly in his place with the 
stinging retort "We don’t 
want the gutter press in here." 

It reached the lowest of low 
points Last summer, when one 
paper devoted its back page 
after the first day of the Oval 
Test to a grubby piece of 
character assassination by a 
writer who was not even there! 
He now works for a paper that 
ran a tale about Atherton 
roaring with laughter as Eng¬ 
land went down to a defeat at 
Trent Bridge. The sioiy was 
beefed up in the office in the 
hunt for sensation. 

Whoever is named as suc¬ 
cessor to "Captain Calamity" 
some time next month can 
expect similar treatment, par¬ 
ticularly when he has the 
audacity to lose a Test match 
or two. Look at the way those 
who sponsored Adam HolH- 
oake last year have dropped 
him like a stone simply 
because he had a disappoint¬ 
ing winter. 

When Hollioake's name,' 
and that or his brother, origi¬ 
nally came up. a writer with 
the Press Association, the nat¬ 
ional news agency, filed a 
piece on Ben, with first-hand 
quotes from people who knew 


him, urging caution. The PA 
man was immediately told by 
a writer from a tabloid news¬ 
paper that he should have 
gone the other way. “because 
we’re trying to write them up". 
When a man is king one day, a 
duffer the next, nobody stands 
much of a chance. 

The other day, it was pos¬ 
sible to read that Brian Lara 
had suffered a “harrowing” 
start to the season because he 
made nought against Dur¬ 
ham. Surviving a death camp 
is harrowing, losing a loved 
one in tragic circumstances is 
harrowing; making a duck on 
the first, freezing, day of a 
season, when your blood is 
cold and your mind is else¬ 
where. is not 

“Calamity" can impart some 
useful advice to his successor 
because, though he might 
imagine he has seen it all 
before and can handle it in his 
own way, he will not know 
until he. too. is traduced in 
such a way that he starts 
kicking the groundsman’s cat 

The England captain should 
not be given favours that are 
denied to others, but he de¬ 
serves a measure of respect It 
is a highly.public job and, 
despite the experience of the 
past 25 years, it is accompa¬ 
nied fry absurdly high hopes. 
It would be nice if we could all 
acknowledge that? When all is 
said and done, it will never be 
more than a game. 


EDGBASTON (final day of 
four): Warwickshire (lOpts) 
drew with Durham (lOpts) 

DURHAM’S long-awaited 
win away from home will 
have to wait a while. The 
match was marginally tilted 
against them when the heav¬ 
ens opened after scarety more 
than 35 overs had been 
bowled in their quest for 219 
runs for victory told half their 
wickets gone for 90. However, 
Nick Speak was still there and 
playing uncommonly well and 
the score faithfully reflected 
the pattern of play throughout 
this match, with the first five 
players going cheaply before a 
revival was staged. 

So there was still hope for 
Durham, despite the life that 


By Jack Bailey 

Dougie Brown had extracted 
from the pitch when bowling 
from the Pavilion End. 
Darren Altree had limped off 
with a recurrence of an old 
knee injury, having bowled 
but a couple of overs, and 
Giddins was not quite the 
force he had been. 

Rather as Smith had in 
Warwickshire's second in¬ 
nings. Speak stood out in a 
crowd of mediocre batting. 
Where others edged, missed, 
ducked or weaved. Speak put 
face of bat resolutely to boll. 
He drove strongly on both 
sides of the wicket, the bulk of 
the eight fours in his half 
century coming in this way. 

Speak had come in at the 


fell of the second wicket By 
then, Durham had lost 
Roseberry, who departed leg- 
before to one that kept low, 
and Morris, who, after wisely 
allowing one Brown bouncer 
to pass what an extra man 
had been posted on the leg side 
for the book, swished rashly 
at the next and gave Lara a 
catch numing bad; from slip. 

Lara was further exercised 
by Lewis, who was surprised 
by another lifter from Brown. 
The third ball after lunch saw 
the hitherto resolute Boon pad 
up to a ball from Edmond, 
which hit his off stump at 
gentle medium pace. Speak’S 
riposte was firm. He dipped 
two straight-driven fours and 
another off his legs to bring 
him to 50 from 73 balls. 


Strang makes swift impact 


DERBY (Nottinghamshire 
won toss): Nottinghamshire 
(4pts) beat Derbyshire by two 
wickets 

AN UNBEATEN ninth-wick¬ 
et partnership of 45 in six 
overs between Richard Bates 
and Paul Strang, on his dub 
debut, earned Nottingham¬ 
shire an improbable victory 
over Derbyshire in their first 
Axa League game of the 
season (Richard Hobson 
writes). Requiring seven from 
die final over, they won with 
two balls to spare, 
little blame, however, could 


be attached to Aldred, who 
bowled at the death. Rather, 
Dominic Cork, who conceded 
22 runs in his final two overs, 
played an unhappily influen¬ 
tial role in the outcome. 

Nottinghamshire main¬ 
tained a stranglehold on the 
scoring until the final ten 
overs of the Derbyshire in¬ 
nings, when the home side 
extended their total from 92 
for four to 176 for eight, with 
. Ian Blackwell 19, scoring 89 
from 80 balls. 

In contrast, Nottingham¬ 
shire progressed in relatively 
untroubled fashion and then 


lost three of the top five 
batsmen with the score on 110. 
Bamettbegan the slide by 
splitting a third-wicket stand 
of 52 between Johnson and 
Archer, the latter felling leg- 
before trying to work him 
through midwicket and, two 
balls later, Gie gave Krikken a 
regulation catch. 

Johnson had been dropped 
by Clarke at midwicket on 32 
and progressed to 47 before 
Clarke made amends. Noon 
became Bametrs third victim 

and Evans completed the first 
four-wicket haul of his 19-year 
career in this competition. 


YESTERDAYS 

SCOREBOARDS 


Britannic Assurance 
county championship 
Kent v Middlesex 

CANTERBURT final dm J* 

! IO0DLE5EX; Rrs mntn^s 

j R A KtftteborauE* = F ^ M L Rwr,n0 - £ 
j lL angwcRjtoflD^^B • -« 

M W Caning c Remmg to Pttfips-5 

□ AShBhfawb gartng —..« 

D C Nash ‘fr** ... - J2 

iKB Brown towb Hjjaaev -*-1? 

BLJohWiewfiPWPS--- 

I j P How* e and b POTS —■■■-•--3 

ARC Fraser SMaraUb Wo-G 

Mto. 6-184.7-209. aats^a_ ^ 

|S5.^TS.1WJ:Heraino1«-3M 
Second Innings 

ra tetfeboraugh ntf art..11 

J L Langer nc* art ••••-. sJ£. 

Total (no wM dec). •. - 23 

BOWLING: Walter JO-lfft P*el 2-0-7-0. 

KBIT FW Imwgs 
tarings kxfett 

Second innings 

O P FiAon c Brown 0 Hanffl --4 

M A&SwncjSnoon OHM « 

«Jsaaft4Si*r:.r1 

M J MriSague no! art —.-6 

&4ra$ (ST* fl. nD 6) —.-.-sll 

Total (Bertas)_ 253 

FALL OF WICKETS, t-S. Z-X. S127. 4-170. 

c>» 8-223. 

0OWUN& Fraser 19.4-1-79-1: Hwrtl 14-3 
S3! BoanSeW 90-290: Johnson 14-2-71- 
2, Rarepf* aah S-1-16-0. 

Umpires: J H Herns and R .irtian 

Surrey v Northamptonshire 

THE OVAL final day <* toir)_Sunty f7pta) 
area *tth No O impt oa M a (5) 

SURREY: fir* tarings 
M A Butcher c G P S*«nn b Taylor 29 

j □ RatcWe c A J Svrarvi b Malcolm.ei 

NShaHdsraweybGPSteern ..56 

G P Thorps noi out.. --- - — -®j 

A D Brawn c Mortgomerie b Cape!.... 100 

•A JHoOoatab Taylor . ..7 

B C HoOorire not oul- 10 

Baras (b 4. b ii. w 8) —. ■ 23 

Total (5 w«3 OK 84 avers)-351 

tJ N Bony. 1D K Ssiobury. M P EBcknol and J 
E Baniamin dd not bat. 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-67. 2-135. 3-170. 

4- 325, 5-339. 

BOWLWG: Mafcoim 23-972-1. Taylor 27-4- 
«W. Ctman30-17-0: Copal J3-I-B9J; G P 
SMtan 13-1-91-1. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE: Ftrit tantags 

.-.3 

AJSnwrmcBafiybBCHoSoafce . _29 

M B Loye not art.— - . - 0 

Baras (nb SO . 2 

Teal (S hMb dec; 192 was) ---44 

D J G Sdee. R J Baley. *K M CXiran. O J 
Capel, tD Fflptay. G P Swmn. J P Taylor arta 
DE Matortm did rw t»L 
FALL OF WICKETS 1-35. 2-44 
BOWUNG: BUm* 5-3-7-0: Benjamin 6-0 
17-0: Solsbury S-2-14-0: B C Horioake 3J2-1 ■ 
62. 

Second tarings 

R R Mortgormfe not out -- 29 

A J Swam c A J HoBtoato b B C Hofcata 1 

GP Swann not out .—-- -.>4 

Bares (rio 2) ... -.. -. ^2 

Total tl wW)-46 

FALL OF WICKET. 1-7 

BOWUNG: BC HnHioirtcB *0-17-1: Salisbury 

6-1-13-0; Shahid 30-160. 

Unplras: OI Bugess »*J B Dwteston 

Warwickshire v Durham 

EDGBASTON find day at tour): Wanmt*- 
st*e (iQpto) drew wto Durham 00] 
WARW1CKSMRE: FM tarings 336 (N M K 
Srrtth 113.DLHampS£MMB«ta5lorfi0) 
Second tarings 1B7(NMK Smith 90) 
DURHAM; First tarings 305JD C Boon 107, 
P DCaHnowood IOSTeS H GtadtasS lor B9. 
DR Brown 4 for 83) 

Second tarings 

JJBLewiscLarabBrown --IS 

M A Roseberry be b Gtddtas--- 2 

J E Monts c Lara b from-5 

NJ Spank not out---—.50 

"O CBoonb Edmond.....2 

tMPSbatglKcFrostbGhMn—_ ... . 3 

Extras (ft 1, lt> 6. nb 2) ---9 

Total —----SO 

FALL OF WOKEIS: 1-5. MB. 334. 44ft 

5- 80. 

BOWUNG: GUdra 143-47-1. Brown 121-7- 
23-a Artree 2-2-00; Edmond 7-3-131. 
Umpires. K E Pakner and A G T WMehead. 

Worcestershire v Essex 
WORCESTER final day at lou): Wnxxetar- 

shira (23pts) beet Essax (*») by sa indeed 
ESSEX: FW tarings 257 (N Huwttn 88. A P 
Grayson S3: A Shertyir 4 nr 80) 

Second tarings 

-p J Prirfwd b Lamp*_24 

DD JfWrtnsonEM'oiampta-35 

N Hussain c Rhodes b Newport ...IS 

S G La* c nodes b Shartya .....—..... 87 

R C Irani c Lampsi b Sheriyar --37 

A P Grayson b Sheriyar_ 0 

Ifl J ftofens c Sheriyar b Bngworth_23 

□ R Law c Sdankf b Sheriyar__0 

MCloacHckbLampta-_._11 

A P Cowan c Haynes bLampC_37 

PMSbohnotax-.. _2 

Extras {bl.ti 12. nh 26)---„X! 

Total_310 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-58,2-87.3-108,4-221, 
5221 6-228. 7-226, 32S9, 9-279. 

BOWUNG: Newport 22-3431; Sherris 24- 

6- 80-4; Lampkt 23-5-61-4: Haynes 17-389- 
0; LeamerdaiB 3-0-14-0: Wnflwonti 105-13 
1: Hie* 8-3-150. 

WORCESTERSHIRE: First Inntam 446 (W P 
C Weston 96. G R Haynes 86, S JHhodes 66, 
RKEhgworthei) 

Second tarings 

VSSdaridcDRLawbIrani ....63 

*G A tick c Hussain b Irani-25 

G R Haynaa not out..26 

□ A lealhBideta M b kart-1....7 

SRLarapUtcandbIrani . ..0 

tS J Rhodee not out ___5 

BOras (w 2. nb 4)_ _fl 

Trial (4 wldal-122 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-47. 2-1Q3. 3-114. 
4-114. 

BOWLING Cowan 1-0-190: Irani 8^088-4; 
DR Law 1-0-1 i-O: Grayson 30-390; Such 3 

oz*o. 

Umpire* J H Hernpsrire and J F Steele 

Yorkshire v Somerset 

HEAUNGLEY_ (final day of four): Yortshrt 


__80 

MB. 334. *4R 


tEAOtNGLEY (final day of fowl' Yortshrt 
(23t*a) beat Samenafil by 215 runs 
YWWSHJRE: First tanrtgs 383 (D Byas 101. 
D Gough B9. M J Vfood 52: M E Treeasrick « 
torS2) 

Second tnnlngB 204 tar 9 dec (D Byas 52: A R 
Caddfck 4 tar 33) 

SOMERSET: First Irrtngs 237 (G D Rose 82) 
Second Innings 

■p D Bonier taw b Gough __3 

K A Parana e McGrath □ Sfrenmod_i 

R J Harden c IMwe b Sherwood _4 

SCEcctoetone taw b Write_23 

tfl j Turner c BteLey 0 Nutcrison .ifl 

ARK Pieman c and b Hutcheson..0 

METraacrthicfccand b White.. ..26 

P C L Hotonuy b Write.. ..6 

G D Bose c Paifear b Gax#' . . IP 

ARCaddk* cBlakey bWftte..0 

KJSWwnctoirt___ 15 

boras (bl.Bj 11. nb 101 . 22 

Total_185 

FALL OF WICKETS. 1-4. 20. 30. 4-43 
5-ra. 604. 701.9119. 9120 
B0WLNG: Gough 14-401 ^-Z Starwood 10- 
404-2: Hutchison 10-5-192; Write 122-9 

Lknpnra: A Qarkaon end B laadbaster. 

Axa League 

Derbyshire v 
Nottinghamshire 


, DERBYSHIRE 

A S Rgtna c Johnson b Bom 

DG Corii b Evara__.... 

T A Tw«ts bQosvwi_ 

XJ Bemad b Wharf.. 

ID tectarea c GaKen b Sow 
MEC agyrc DowreanbBa 
P A J DeFnrttas b GaMan 

VP data not ou,.” 

IK M KrihMti b Evans .. 
PAiOrea not out.... 

Extras (to 9. w 4). 

J° » | P , w W».40owra)_ 

A J Hants rSflnctbaL 
FALL OF WCKFTS 1-9. 3-11 
121,6-155, 7-1KJ, B-168- 

Bbwt 92-394; E 

g? 7 * 3 

M P Dwman c Krid*n b Dd 
^J ohnson Rjw b dartre 

Jfi®®cKriM«nti Barnett. 
A G Wharf ri*» out... 

PAgrangnwou.. 

KPEvaneD Barnett 

RT Bales not out . 

“raft 1.fo7,w 12, nb id] 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-17 2-si 
5-11ft 8-116, 7-J24.8-134.^ 
DeFratas 4-03Q-- 

: Ataradli 

^ r 1 ,^ fenefl 90-294. 
Um * Jb< ** J C Baidersam m 
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J 
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oi taurt Warwci’ 
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nnrns 336 IN V ► 
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4 K Srnuti 90. 

105 fDCBoe«i iv* 
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OliverHolt finds the former Chelsea manager is far from yesterday’s hero 

Gullit doses chapter on blue period 


t was busy in Books 
when Ruud Gullit arri¬ 
ved at Harrods yesterday 
u> sign copies of his 
autobiography. The queue 
stretched all the way back 
through the Royalty and Hist¬ 
ory sections, past biographies 
called The Saint who Sinned 
(Rasputin). My Search for 
Meaning (Kirk Douglas) and 
The Last Governor (Chris 
Parten). Ir ended, appropriate- 
. ly enough, in the Silver Room. 

At first, it was all flashlights 
and imprecations. “This way. 
Ruud". “Up here. Ruud" 
“Read the book. Ruud". The 
;0«curity guards got edgy. The 
women behind the counter rut- 
tutted because customers were 
struggling to push their way 
towards the luxury wash¬ 
rooms. ffyou bought six copies 
of the book, though, they 
would waive the £1 fee and you 
could go to the toilet free. 

Soon the crowd dispersed. A 
couple of American tourists 
bought copies and got them 
signed. They did not know that 
this was the first sighting of 
Rutrd in London since that 
frenetic Friday the 13th in 
February, when he took his 
.acrimonious leave of the capi- 
*|jna] and of Chelsea. The Ameri¬ 
cans had to ask a press officer 
whose book they had just 
bought. “He managed a very 
famous football club here, btrt 
he has just left,” he said diplo¬ 
matically. 

The queue might have dwin¬ 
dled a little quicker than Ruud 
hoped, but its make-up 
emphasised that he was still 
all things to aJJ men — one of 
the forerunners of the new 
football culture, a personality 
who transcended age. sex. race 
and club loyalty. Everyone 
used to like him and, yester¬ 
day. everyone still liked him. 

He signed for old ladies, for 
old men with walking sticks, 
^for young men with shaved 
Steads, for businessmen on 
their lunch break, for a chef 
who proffered his white hat, 
for supporters who wanted 
their Chelsea shirts initialled. 
They all shook his hand and 
offered him words of encour¬ 
agement and said that they 


andre Camara 



Gullit proved that he was still a popular figure, even among non-football fans, by drawing large crowds to his book si gning in London yesterday 


were sorry a bout what had 
happened. 

Gullit looked a little less self- 
assured than he had. He tired 
faster of the cloying demands 
for his attention. For a while, 
as he signed and smiled, 
signed and smiled, it seemed 
that he would make no public 
pronouncements on the sim¬ 
mering row between him and 
Ken Bates, the Chelsea chair¬ 
man, that is boiling up again. 
But then Gullit was ushered 
into a small staff-room near 
Etymology and Etiquette, 
*where he could speak to the 
press. 


He admitted that he had 
been hurt by parts of Bates’s 
notes in the Chelsea match 
programme last Sunday that 
had described him as “a parr¬ 
time playboy manager". Bates 
went on to suggest that Gullit 
“carried out his lucrative com¬ 
mercial contracts at the ex¬ 
pense of his training — that 
much was obvious to every¬ 
body in his last game at 
Highbury". 

Gullit was standing now. 
ready to go, because it was the 
last interview of the day, but 
he was keen to reply- “1 saw 
it" he said. “I feel hurt by it 


Extremely. If you are a play¬ 
boy, you have no time. You 
cannot be a successful manag¬ 
er. you cannot win the FA Cup 
because you do not have the 
time. It is not possible. You 
cannot be not there. 

“What he said is something 
that is very untrue. That is 
what I do not like. You have to 
tell the truth because this sort 
of thing can hurt your reput¬ 
ation. 1 don't really have 
anything against him, but 1 
think he has something 
against me. 1 think it is all a 
misunderstanding. I think he 
has been badly misinformed 


by people who did not want 
me to be there. If he had talked 
to me. he would have known 
how dedicated 1 was." 

And for those that thought 
any of Chelsea’s recent suc¬ 
cesses might have been down 
to Gianluca Vialli, the new 
player-manager, Gullit had an 
immediate riposte. "They 
wanted to cry a different way 
of playing after 1 left." he said, 
“and then they lost five games. 
So then they went back to the 
rotation system I had. Now 
they can build on what I built 
for a long period. 1 still want 
them to win, erf course. It is not 


the players’ fault what hap¬ 
pened." 

One of those players. Mich¬ 
ael Duberry, Chelsea’s tower¬ 
ing central defender, had 
happened upon the throng by 
chance before Gullit arrived. 
He was shopping with his girl¬ 
friend. “I might come up later 
when it's a bit quieter." he 
said, with a smile. “I hope he 
still remembers me." 

Yesterday, up there on the 
second floor, as the man 
whose face has adorned a 
thousand London buses re¬ 
turned to his old haunts, the 
memories were all ours. 


Hartson has hi s 

ban extended 

into next season 


By Our Sports Staff 


JOHN HARTSON. the West 
Ham United striker, will miss 
the first FA Carling Premier¬ 
ship match of next season after 
having his ban extended by 
one game to five yesterday. 
J4artson was found guilty of 
Misconduct by the Football 
Association after being sent off 
by Paul Alcodc, the referee, for 
elbowing Per Frandsen. of 
Bolton Wanderers, at the 
Reebok Stadium on February 
21 . 

The Wales player had al¬ 
ready been suspended for 
three matches for punching 
Igor Stimac, the Derby Coun¬ 
ty defender, at Upton Park on 
April 11. a mandatory punish¬ 
ment that was originally 
stretched to four games by the 
FA because it was his second 
red card of the season. At the 
hearing. Hartson was also 
fined £1.500 and ordered to 
pay costs. 

Gordon Strachan. the Cov¬ 
entry City manager, has es¬ 
caped with a warning after 
Reading guilty to an FA 
charge of making insulting 
comments to Stephen Lodge, 
the referee. Strachan called 
Lodge “a joke" and "an abso¬ 
lute disgrace" after Coventry’s 
2-2 draw with Arsenal at 



^ Hartson: elbow 


Highffeld Road in January. 
He was angry because the 
official refused the home side a 
penalty and later sent off Paul 
Williams, the Coventry de¬ 
fender. for a professional foul 
on Dennis Bergkamp. 

Strachan accepted the 
charge of insulting behaviour 
when he appeared at the FA 
disciplinary hearing at a 
London hotel yesterday, but 
he made a convincing plea of 
mitigation and the FA disci¬ 
plinary committee warned 
him as to his future behaviour 
after also taking into account 
his previously unblemished 
record since becoming a man- 
. ager 18 months ago. 

Strachan apologised to the 
Barnsley referee within days 
of the match over the personal 
nature of his outburst. He said 
then: “1 shouldn’t have said he 
was an absolute disgrace, but 
that he made some disgraceful 
derisions." He also promised 
to show more restraint when 
criticising match officials in 
future. 

Two Nationwide League 
managers were given im¬ 
proved contracts yesterday. 
Malcolm Shotton signed a 
three-year deal with Oxford 
United after steering the first 
division club to safety and Mel 
Machin was awarded a three- 
year contract by Bourne¬ 
mouth. of the second division, 
despite their Auto Wind¬ 
screens Shield final defeat by 
Grimsby Town on Sunday 
□ Swindon Town, the first 
division club, have signed 
Adam Willis, the centralde- 
fender. on a free transfer from 
Coventry. The 21 -year-old has 
been on trial at the County 
Ground after being recom¬ 
mended to Steve McMahon, 
the Swindon manager, by 
Brian Borrows, another for¬ 
mer Coventry defender. 


Brown starts to sharpen axe 


THE preparatory matches that are sup¬ 
posed to hone players for the World Cup 
finals will also sharpen a manager's 
ruthlessness. The match against Finland 
at- Easter Road tonight continues the 
process of elimination as Craig Brown 
pares his Scotland squad. However, he 
has already announced a readiness to 
take harsh derisions. 

Until Ally McCoist withdrew, injured, 
from the B match with Norway yesterday, 
it had been assumed that the veteran 
forward would be named in the party for 
France. Given that he also called off from 
a B game last month, against Wales, his 
suitability is now in doubL Brown was 
careful not to allay McCoisfs fears. 

“We will have to see how he does for his 
dub in the next few weeks," the manager 
said, “but we also have to see how others 
are doing. We need to look at the overall 
position. Two months ago, everyone was 
writing McCoist off. We never did that, 
but nor did we decide that he would 
definitely be included. By coming back 
into the Rangers team, he has enhanced 
his prospects, but we have to ask if he is 
better than the other candidates. 

“If necessary, I will gq to watch Scon 
Booth playing for Utrecht against Ajax in 
Amsterdam on May 10, because that will 
be a real test for him." 

Brown is keenly aware that some of his 


By Kevin McCarra 

predecessors erred when taking players 
who were past their besr to die World 
Cup. At 26, Booth; who is on loan to 
Utrecht from Borussia Dortmund, holds 
an advantage over McCoist, 35. 

• Although the veteran has been feted 
since returning to the Rangers team last 
month. Brown will have noted that six of 
the seven goals that McCoist has scored 
subsequently have come against Mother- 
well, Dundee, Dunfermline Athletic and 
Hibernian. These were not ideal adver¬ 
saries for a man attempting to establish 
his credentials for the Scotland side. 

In the 1-0 defeat against Aberdeen at 
Pittodrie on Sunday, McCoist was ineffec¬ 
tual. He may yet be in the squad for 
France this summer, but Brown has 
reminded him that he has much to prove 
before he can be awarded that place. 
Others, too. are aware of the need to 
convince Brown. 

“The worst thing is thinking about not 
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being at the World Cupi" Billy McKinlay. 
the Blackburn Rovers midfield player, 
said. “You’d be trying to find some 
country where you could avoid seeing the 
matches." McKinlay will face Finland 
this evening and may fill the vacancy 
created by the injury that ruled Gary Mc¬ 
Allister out of the World Cup. 

“To do that, I will have to change from 
the deep role I have with Blackburn and 
prove that I can create chances for the 
forwards." McKinlay said. “I used to play 
in that position for Dundee United and a 
midfield player has to show that he can do 
both jobs.” Another candidate. Craig 
Burley, erf Critic, is unavailable tonight 
because of a recurrence of his sciatica. 

There are doubts over Kevin Gallacher. 
who has a throat infection, and Andy 
Goram. who tweaked a hamstring in 
training. Men of faltering health are- 
unlikely to be risked against Finland, a 
hearty side that came very dose to 
reaching the World Cup play-offs. 

A vigorous occasion will at least suit 
McKinlay. Mindful of his many book¬ 
ings, the player reacted humorously to the 
news that Hugh Dallas, the referee, will 
be giving the Scotland squad a seminar 
an disciplinary practice at the World Cup. 
“Ill need a week off work if he’s going to 
tell me what to do," McKinlay said. “It 
will take a bit of rime." 


Argentina need confidence boost 


AS ARGENTINA flew into Dublin this 
week, Daniel Passarella was one more 
national manager who appears to be 
struggling under the weight of mounting 
expiations. Lifting the World Cup in 
1978 may have given Passarella presiden¬ 
tial status in his own country, but the 
credit is beginning to run low. 

His side slumps to an embarassing 2-1 
defeat in Israel last week and failure to 
beat the Ireland at Lansdowne Road 
tonight will ensure awkward questions. 

The first — and one that watchers of the 
Champions’ League this season will also 
want answered — is how he can afford to 
ignore Fernando Redondo, the gifted 
playmaker. whose ski) Is have guided Real 
Madrid to the final of the European Cup 
this season. What started as a petty 
squabble over Redondo’s refusal to have 
his hair cut has estalaied into a full-blown 
feud - 

A renowned disciplinarian, Passarella 
has also clashed with Gabriel Batistuta. 


From Matt Dickinson in Dublin 

the Fiorentina striker. While Batistuta is 
expected to lead the attack against Ireland 
tonight he has lost the captaincy to Diego 
Simeone, of Intemazionale. and played 
only a bit-part in the qualifying campaign, 
in which Passarella used 46 players. 

Twice the leading scorer in Serie A. 
Batistuta is certain to be involved in the 
World Cup, but the form of Heman 
Clrespo, top scorer with Parma this season 
but injured at present has ensured that he 
is not Argentina’s only source of goals. 

His place may come under even more 
pressure if Claudio Caniggia. for so long 
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Maradona’s foil, makes an unlikely 
comeback on to the international scene. 
Having recovered from a succession of 
injuries, the veteran striker is rediscover¬ 
ing his best form with Boca Juniors. 

Having failed to qualify for the finals. 
Mick McCarthy, the Ireland manager, 
has fewer immediate worries and will 
take this opportunity to field a team 
containing several unproven talents. 
Kevin Kilbane. the West Bromwich 
Albion midfield player, and Mari: 
Kinsella. who has had such an excellent 
season with Chariton Athletic, will make 
their Lansdowne Road debuts, but most 
attention will be on Robbie Keane. 17, the 
Wolverhampton Wanderers striker. 

Keane, who will be partnered by Niaff 
Quinn, is not even a regular at Molineux. 
but McCarthy believes that the teenager 
is ready to stride into the Internationa] 
arena as he wins his second cap. “I’ve no 
doubt he will thrive on the big stage," he 
said. “He’S that sort of player." 


Future meets 
the present 
in youth final 


By Nick Szczepanik 


SPECTATORS at youth 
team matches usually look 
for stars of the future. Those 
attending the two-legged fi¬ 
nal of The Times FA Youth 
Cup between Blackburn 
Rovers and Everton next 
month may see one or two 
stars of the present 
Everton. who eliminated 
Leeds United, the holders, in 
the semi-finals, will be able 
to field at least three players 
with FA Carling Premier¬ 
ship experience this season. 
Danny Cadamarteri whose 
eariy^season purple patch in 
the first team included a 
goal against Liverpool, 
Richard Dunne and Mich¬ 
ael Bail are all eligible as 
they were under 18 on Au¬ 
gust 1 last year. 

Ball is unlikely to play, 
however, because of first- 
team demands. "We want to 
give a chance to the kids 
who have got us this far." 
Colin Harvey, the Everton 
director of youth coaching, 
said. 

The final this year, the 
46th, is as likely as any to 
feature a big name of the 
future. Previous winning fi¬ 
nalists have included Paul 
Gascoigne, who helped 
Newcastle United beat Wat¬ 
ford in 1985. The 1996 final, 
between Liverpool and West 
Ham United, was graced by 
four current Premiership 
regulars in Rio Ferdinand, 
Frank Lampard. Jamie 
Carragher and Michael 
Owen. 

From the current squad of 
Everton possibles. Harvey 
picked out Francis Jeffers, 
who made his first-team 
debut at Old Trafford on 
Boxing Day and is expected 
to have recovered from a 
chest virus in time for the 
final. 

Producing one’s own tal¬ 
ent can. of course, save clubs 
a fortune, a welcome dev¬ 
elopment even to those nor 
short of a bob or two. “In 


some ways, we built from 
the top down," Robert Kelly, 
the Blackburn youth team 
coach, said. “It was a buying 
dub. bui the board has now 
derided that the way for¬ 
ward is through youtK Bob¬ 
by Downes, the youth 
development officer, who 

has come in this season, is 
the best in the country, we 
want to produce. Marion 
) Broomes, the England 
Under-21 defender) and Da¬ 
mien [Duff, the Ireland 
forward) in five years are 
not enough." 

The signs in the second 
leg of their semi-final, away 
to Peterborough United on 
Monday, which Blackburn 
won 1-0. were promising. 
Keith Brown, the Scotland 



Under-IS central defender, 
was missing, but Martin 
Taylor, his defensive part¬ 
ner. dealt with the airborne 
assaults, while David Dunn, 
a mature midfield presence, 
and Gary Hamilton, the 
forward who scored the only 
goal of the game, lived up to 
growing reputations. 

Such occasions, Kelly 
said, help players’ develop¬ 
ment “It’s a great test We've 
got to find out about their 
temperament before their 
debut in front of 25.000 
people: a run in the Youth 
Cup gives us that chance." 

The first leg of the final is 
at Ewood Park on May 1. 
with the return at Goodison 
Pari: on May 7. 


Schmeichel 
declares 
himself fit 
after all 

PETER SCHMEICHEL the 
Manchester United goalkeep¬ 
er. could be tit for the rest of 
the FA Carling Premiership 
championship race after all. 
Schmeichel injured his thigh 
and was forced off early in the 
1-1 draw with Newcastle Uni¬ 
ted at Old Trafford on Satur¬ 
day. but he hopes to play for 
Denmark tn their World Cup 
warm-up game against Nor¬ 
way in Copenhagen tonight. 

“It is me alone who makes 
the decision." Schmeichel 
said. “It is important for me to 
play this match and I am 
working day and night to be 
ready. I can already feel that 1 
am getting better." 

However. United are pre¬ 
paring to lose Ronny Johnsen 
from the Premiership run-in. 
The Norway international is 
flying back from Copenhagen 
in an attempt to clear up a 
knee problem that threatens 
his World Cup prospects. 

Ken Ramsden. the United 
spokesman, said: “He will be 
coming back to England soon¬ 
er rather than later and we 
will have our medical people 
look at him. Any derision on 
an operation will be taken in 
the best interests of the dub 
and, of course, the player. 
Clearly, we are mindful of the 
importance to Ronny as far as 
the World Cup is concerned." 

Norwegian Fbotbail Associ¬ 
ation medical experts have 
suggested that United may 
have failed to diagnose the 
injury after Johnsen was car¬ 
ried off with an ankle injury 
during the draw with Liver¬ 
pool on Good Friday. 

Trygve Kase, the Norway 
team doctor, said: “Ronny was 
in so much pain from the 
ankle it completely overshad¬ 
owed the knee. If the operation 
is carried out within a couple 
of weeks, he should have 
recovered in time for the 
World Cup." 


Anderson’s 
late goal 
earns share 
of spoils 


Scotland Under-21. 
Finland Under-21 ... 


By a Correspondent 

RUSSELL ANDERSON, toe 
Aberdeen defender, headed a 
dramatic equaliser a minute 
from tune at Stark’s Paris 
yesterday to end a miserable 
run of defeats for Scotland 
Under-21. Anderson’s late 
intervention, from a free kick 
by his Dundee namesake. 
Ian. produced an unlikely 
finish to a game of few 
chances and little quality. 

For long periods, it seemed 
that the Scots were destined 
for another demoralising re¬ 
verse after defeats by Belarus, 
Latvia and Denmark on their 
past three outings. They made 
tite worst possible start con¬ 
ceding a goal within five 
minutes, created by the Finns’ 
outstanding player. Teerau 
Tainia of Auxerre. 

Tainio created panic in the 
home defence by beating 
Jamie Buchan, the Aberdeen 
full back, on the edge of the 
penalty area and. when his 
cross was flicked on to the far 
post Janne Hietanen. the full 
back, was there to bundle the 
ball over the line. 

Scotland, prompted by Bar¬ 
ry Ferguson, went dose to an 
equaliser twice in a minute, 
first when Craig Easton head¬ 
ed over from a cross by Grant 
Brebner and then when Craig 
Dargo, the Scots' most lively 
forward, struck his shot just 
too high, after being teed up 
by Ferguson. 

Mark BurduU volleyed 
over the crossbar early in the 
second half and Lee 
McCulloch went dose four 
minutes from time before 
Anderson’s header at the far 
post brought late rdief for 
Tommy Craig, the Scotland 
Under-21 manager. 


Gillespie urged to ignore abuse 
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KEITH GILLESPIE, the 
. Northern Ireland winger, has 
been told by Lawrie McMen- 
emy, his manager, to ignore 
the criticism of supportersal 
international matches. The 
Newcastle United player has 
i _ suffered abuse from fans who 
fr ’ feel his performances for his 
v, country have nor matched 
.. those for his dub. 

(MrMenemy believes k* 
^ffluch is expected^ *e 
i v year-old. who could again w a 
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FREE £10 BET 



FOR HRST TIME TELEPHONE CALLERS staking 
S25 or mote using Switch, Delta or Solo 
bank or buikfing society debit cards, 

SS '08004440 40 

OUaian MiJ areflEHBl K» call ill. Ilm UTaOlfr) 

"Free bet is ■ £10 Correct Score bet on tonight’s 
England t Portugal match. (Please place your bet and 
make your tree bet selection within the same call.) 


8/13 ENGLAND 9/4 DRAW 

Wembley Kicfc-otf &00pffl. Live on 





CORRECT SCORE 


BKLJUD KKRORmAL 

H/2_1-0_9/1 

firi-2-0-18/1 

7/1_ J.-1 _16/1 

10/1 _3-0 —...66/1 

W1_3-1_66/1 

40/1_3-2-66 IS 

TI/2_0-0_11/2 

5/1_1-1_5/1 

18/1_2-2_18/1 


H/TIME F/TIME 


ENGLAND ~&SLAND H/8 
ENGLAND —DRAW 14/1 
ENGLAND — PORTUGAL 48/1 

DRAW_ENGLAND 4/1 

DRAW_DRAW 4/1 

DRAW_PORTUGAL 10/1 

PORTUGAL. BJG1AND 25/1 
PORTUGAL-DRAW 14/1 

PORTUGAL. PORTUGAL 9/1 
bm> wold H widi not muiptMwL 


PORTUGAL 4/1 
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FIRST GOALSCORER 


3/1—SHEARER (E) 

4/1—OWEN (E) 

9/2-.SHBUNGHAM (E) 
13/2 w SOfOLES {E) 
a/1—I. PINTO tp) 
9/1_CAD£TE (p) 

10/1 —BECKHAM (E) 
10/1—R.C05TA (P) 

12/1_F1GO (P) 

11/2-NO GOALSCORER 
OiMi *lMWf on 
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Eubank’s high quality of mercy 


L ast week 1 wrote about 
the phenomenon of 
choking, the inability to 
win when you have your 
opponent at your mercy. Jana 
Novotna, Greg Norman. 
Newcastle United and now, it 
seems, Manchester United. 
Chokers all. 

This week, let us take the 
question of choking a step 
further and examine mercy 
itself. On Saturday, Chris 

Eubank lost a __ 

boxing match 
because he 
showed mercy to 
his opponent. 

Carl Thompson. 

Roy Francis, 
the referee, 
summed it up: 

“Chris had hts 


‘Such actions 
would arouse 
derision in 
most sports’ 


man going sev¬ 
eral times. He could have 
stopped it,' but stood back. I 
couldn't believe it." Of course, 
it all goes back to a hideous 
night in September 1991. at 
White Hart Lane, when 
Eubank fought Michael 
Watson. 

Eubank, trailing on points 
and knocked down in the 
eleventh round, got up to turn 
the fight and change his life 
with a single, shattering up¬ 


per-cut. Watson was taken to 
hospital, underwent emergen¬ 
cy surgery, suffered a brain 
haemorrhage and was left a 
damaged man. 

Eubank is forever haunted 
by this terrible event. Eubank 
is a rum cove, no doubt about 
that but despite a pile of 
evidence to the contrary, it 
turns out that Eubank is not a 
Martian at alL He’s a human 
being and — in defiance of his 
_ own best inter¬ 
ests. these being 
both financial 
gain and the 
avoidance of pain 
— he showed one 
of the greatest 
qualities in the 
human reper- 

_©ire. Which is © 

say mercy. 

This is a trait that turns up 
now and again in boxing. 
Perhaps the most famous case 
of ail is Muhammad Ali’s last 
fight His opponent. Larry 
Holmes had The Greatest at 
his mercy. And did not destroy 
him. Homes'held back, and 
won as gently as possible. 

People said afterwards that 
Holmes could not bring him¬ 
self to destroy a legend. I 
suspect that what'held him 


SIMON BARNES 



Midweek View 


bade was his reluctance © 
destroy a human being. 

In most sports, such actions 
would arouse derision. Nov¬ 
otna’s choke has become one 
of die staples of sporting 
humour. Norman's collapse in 
the Masters aroused a kind of 
contemptuous pity. 

Newcastle's failure to win 
the title after holding a 12- 
point lead became another of 
the defining moments of sport 
Now, as Manchester United 
surrender the lead as the 


championship race passes The 
Elbow, we have die privilege 
of watching what appears © 
be another corporate choke. 

But is it mercy? Are 
Manchester United being 
merciful to their 1 ale-season 
opponents? Do they wish © 
spare their opponents pain 
and suffering? Certainly, 
something deep inside the 
team has rejected the role of 
the emperor: they are no 

longer the cold, _ 

strutting, merci¬ 
less monarchs of 
all they survey. 

That self-image 
went with the de¬ 
parture of a cer¬ 
tain Frenchman: 

Eric Cantona, the 

man who had no _ 

ruth. 

Is mercy in sport a matter of 
persona] weakness? Or per¬ 
sonal greatness? Certainly, in 
the chokes that are an ineluc¬ 
table aspect of a duelling sport 
such as tennis, reluctance © 
win can come, at least in part, 
from a reluctance © inflict on 
an opponent the trauma of 
loss. 

Compassion is a great virtue 
and we should not scoff at it 
when we find it no matter in 


‘In boxing, 
death is no 
metaphor. 
Nor is mercy’ 


what form. If there is a hint of 
compassion in a game played 
with furry balls, we should 
acknowledge it and, in a mild 
way. honour it 
But sport is an arena for the 
triumphalist and the expres¬ 
sion "ruthless champion" is of 
necessity a tautology. Once we 
have doffed a cap to the 
compassion of Novotna, we 
must acknowledge that it is 
right that this is so. We are, 

_after all, only 

playing. Tennis is 
a cod duel foot¬ 
ball a phoney 
war. a dismissed 
batsman is not 
really Hgg H. 

But boxing, of 
course, is real. 

_ Not a cod duel: a 

real one. in box¬ 
ing. death is no metaphor. 
And nor is mercy. In a cod 
duel Eubank would have 
been a laughing stock, another 
Novotna. After Saturday's 
fight, no one laughed at 
Eubank, covered in Mood and 
temporarily blind in one eye. 

Eubank is no choker. He is a 
man of mercy. Which is great¬ 
er than being a champion, 
even if they don't pay you for 
iL 


TENNIS: BRIEF ENCOUNTER EMPHASISES BRITON’S CLAY-COURT WEAKNESS 

Henman’s failings resurface 

AaDVUOOWiill 


GARY M POOR / AI1SPOHT 


From Julian Muscat 

TENNIS CORRESPONDENT 
IN MONTE CARLO 

TIM HENMAN was rudely 
reminded here yesterday that 
the disciplines of day-court 
matchplay are more than he 
can muster. Despite a brief 
late flurry against the wiles of 
Galo Blanco. Henman played 
with a singular lack or convic¬ 
tion and was left © reflect, 
after his first-round exit, that 
big changes are required if he 
is © make a mark. 

After Blanco, of Spain, pre¬ 
vailed 6-Z 64. Henman main¬ 
tained that he was happy to 
tackle the steep learning 
curve. However, that may be 
more painful than he imagi¬ 
nes. This surface makes great¬ 
er mental demands on a 
player and Henman, as has 
become evident this year, is 
not the quickest thinker on his 
feet 

On this occasion. Henman 
could not find a way through 
Blanco's searing top spin, 
which kept the Briton pinned 
© the back of the court His 
plan of attack was neutralised 
and he could conjure no 
replacement The Spaniard, 
world ranked No 59. was nev¬ 
er seriously tested. 

Henman’s in experience on 
day was not helped by his 
dedskm to compete on the 
hard courts of Tokyo last 
week, it was as well that from 
5-1 down in the second set he 
won three games in a row to 
revive his morale. “I have got 
to think of lots of ways of 
mixing my game up." he said. 
"There were times fui the 



Henman, in at ease on the day of Monte Carlo, cannot hide his disappointment al losing in straight sets to Blanco 


match] when I really did 
realise just how big a learning 
process it is going to be." 

If Blanco, a quarter-finalist 
at the French Open last year, 
made an uncomfortable oppo¬ 
nent for Henman, the Britons 
defeat was not solely attribut¬ 
able © the alien surface. 



The quintessential 
speciality ale. 

A perfect combination 
of smoothness and 
strength, with a subtle 
blend of flavours. 

A most 
(gratifying 
Ale. 


Brewed by Morland of 
Airingdon. Esi'd. 171 1 . 



Henman was below par in 
service, backhand, volley and 
overhead. 

He can only improve, al¬ 
though the trip to Japan, 
which left him woefully short 
of clay-court practice, put him 
on the back foot from toe start. 
Greg Rusedski opens his clay- 
court season today against 
Boris Becker. 

Andre Agassi's determ¬ 
ination to regain his former 
status saw him enter the 
doubles with Petr Korda. Vic¬ 
tory in that discipline on 
Monday evening sharpened 
Agassi for a first-round test 
against Todd Martin and he 
looked inspired in routing his 
compatriot winner of toe Bar¬ 
celona Open last week. 6-2,6-1. 

Martin clung to parity by 
his fingertips in the opening 
exchanges, but Agassi quickly 
sized up the Martin sendee to 
render his opponent toothless. 
“Andre takes toe ball so early 
that it feels like you are still in 


your follow-through when the 
ball is back at your feet" 
Martin said later. 

Some have been surprised 
that Agassi, in ebullient form 
all year, has not yet landed an 
important title since he re¬ 
turned to tennis full-time. 
However, the American’s 
game may only just be reach- 
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big its zenith. If toe winning 
habit is not easily captured, 
Agassi is edging closer to¬ 
wards it with every outing 

“You get a lot of confidence 
if you feel in your mind that 
you can handle any situation," 
Agassi said. “It has been a few 
years since I was in contention 
for toe grand slams. Now I am 
getting back to a place where it 
is becoming much more of a 
realistic goal." 

Agassi's progress faces a 


tough test today when he 
confronts Pete Sampras in the 
second round. When Agassi 
drifted from the game, the 
assumption was that Sampras 
would rule supreme. Now, 
however, it appears that 
Sampras is on toe wane. He 
has not played on clay this 
year and has yet to win a 
match in three visits here. 

By contrast, no contempo¬ 
rary player has won more 
matches here than Thomas 
Muster, three times a previous 
winner. Muster approached 
the tournament in decent 
form, yet he was dismantled 
6-0, 6-3 yesterday by Carlos 
Moyi, sealed No 14 

Muster later spoke of being 
mentally out of sorts. If win¬ 
ning is a habit hard to acquire, 
losing is one more difficult to 
break. Let us hope that 
Henman, given a better prepa¬ 
ration for his next day-court 
tournament does not endure a 
repeat performance. 


EQUESTRIANISM 


King to miss Badminton 


MARY KING, one of toe 
favourites for toe Mitsubishi 
Motors Badminton Horse 
Trials next month, has had to 
withdraw from toe event after 
her horse. King Solomon, 
sustained a tendon injury 
competing at toe Belton 

Horse Trials in Lincolnshire 
last Sunday. 

The latest setback, which 


By Jenny MacArthur 

follows the withdrawal two 
weeks ago of Star Appeal her 
top horse, means that King 
the runner-up last year and 
the winner in 1992. will be 
without a ride at Badminton 
for toe first time since 1968. 
“It’s very disappointing" 
King 37, said yesterday. 


■!.C WQMMffAfoBrag""r i 


Answers from page 38 
UR0SAN 

(a) The lifting of the siege of Ummm in Korea in 1595. The Japanese 
inh a bi ta n ts, surrounded by Chinese and Korean troops under 11k 
Ho, were desperately short of sustenance. Relief came when 
Toyomoio Hideki fought and defeated Tik HP’s troops-Hk Ho was 
killed in the conflict. 

STARK EFFECT 

(bj The effect of an electric field either parallel to or perpendicular 
on the position of the bands of a spectrum. 

FRAGIPAN 

(a) The acidic cemented horizon between the base of $oD zone and 
underlying bedrock or parent materiaL Usually compact or brink, 
but often bonded with days. Mosdy toe result of perigkdal 
processes. Widespread in Europe and die US. 

VENTURI FLUME 

A device for measuring the rate of Bow iq an open-topped 
rectangular channeL 


SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
1, Qf7* Kh& 2. Qxe6! and if 2.... Rxe6; 3, Rc8+ and male follows. 


“Solomon had gone beautiful¬ 
ly at Belton and we didn’t 
suspect anything — but when 
we got him home, there was 
some heat in the leg and slight 
swelling" 

Although Badminton 
would have been King Solo¬ 
mon'S first four-star event the 
ten-year-old gelding was 
among the favourites for toe 
£26J)00 first prize. Of the five 
three-day events in which he 
has competed, he has won 
four and was namer-up in toe 
fifth. Three of those wins have 
been at three-star level—most 
recently in Achseischwang 
Germany, last September. 

Both King Solomon and 
Star AppeaL who has a simi¬ 
lar injury, are now on con¬ 
trolled exercise for three 
months after examination by 
Sue Dyson at Newmarket 
They wifi be scanned again in 
June © see whether they can 
compete this autumn. ‘Star 
Appeal on which King won a 
team gold medal at toe Open 
European championship last 
September, is a leading con¬ 
tender for toe team for the 
world championship, which 
is due to take place in Rome in 
October. 


TELEVISION CHOICE 


ESP? It’s all in the mind . 


Counterblast 
BBC2. 730pm 

Mounting toe television soap box tonight is Robert 
Matthews, a science journalist, who argues that 
extrasensory perception should be taken a fot more 
seriously than a blinkered science establishment 
has been prepared to allow. Matthews bases his 
case on research being carried out at the University 
of Edinburgh. Experiments in transmitting images 
© a person in a sealed room have produced a 
surrey c rate for in of anything attributable © 

chance. Matthews also calls as evidence examples 
of telepathy which, though inexplicable, cannot be 
discounted, such Alec Guinness's eerily accurate 
prediction that James Dean would die in a car 
crash- But the programme also allows ftter 
Atkins, a professor at Oxford, to retort that ESP is 
nonsense and scientists should not waste their time 
on it. 

Midsomer Murders 
nv, 8-OOpm 

Moving toe John Nodes detective series from 
Sunday to Wednesday, and then hr one night only, 
may suggest a lack of faith in a show that perfectly 
fulfils the requirements of an Agatha Christie for 
the 1990s. Set in pretty English villages where 
murder seems somehow tasteless. Caroline 
Graham’s whodunnits are elaborately constructed 
variants on the classic theme of victim and half a 
dozen suspects. Bus Christie would never have 
featured the lesbian couple who are prominent rn 
tonight's tale of a failed village entrepreneur 
(Roger All am) with a string of angry creditors. 
Credit Graham's novel adapted by Douglas 
Waikinson. for defying expectations and in true 
Christie fashion setting us, though noL of course. 
Netties* easygoing Inpector Bamaby. on 
completely the wrong track. 

Chef fora Night 
Channel 4,830pm 

Getting amateurs to compete with the experts has 
long been a staple of the television schedules and 
this latest variant promises to be just as watchable 
as the previous ones. The idea is that an amateur 
chef takes over a restaurant for a night and tries to 
show the professionals a thing or two. The series 



Chef Silvena Rowe (C4,8.30pm) 


(tides off ai Mezzo in London, one of Sir Terence 
Conran's enterprises, and the rookie chef is an 
excitable Bulgarian called Silvena Rowe She iub 
her scorn on"toe Mezzo s puddings, railing them 
dull, and she is convinced she can do better. She is 
so loud and pushy that you feel sorry for the 
Mezzo's resident chefs and almost hope that the 
upstart's white chocolate mousse coma to gnef.t' 
But as the diners resolutely reject Rowes specials 
for the apple cake and sticky date pudding she so 
despises, sympathies start to shift- 

Whose line is It Anyway? 

Channel 4.1030pm 

This is the ninth series of the improvisation game 
on television, and it was on radio before that, 
proving that the format is nothing if not durable. 

As spontaneous wit goes, there is snl nothing to 
beat another radio snow. I'm Sony I Haven t a 
Clue, but Whose Line? offers humour of a broader 
land and if the contestants really do have no idea 
what they will be asked to do. the level of invention 
is impressively high. The new senes is 
reassuringly familiar, both in ix>ntcnt and 
personnel; Clive Anderson presides with his usual 
gabble, still making silly jokes about the score, and 
a noisy audience is allowed to chip in wiihf;-i 
suggestions. Tonight’s team of improvisers 
comprises our own Stephen Frost and three 
performers from across the Atlantic Greg Proops. 
Colin Mochrie and Ryan Stiles. Peter Waymarit 


RADIO CHOICE 


The Mike Harding Show 
Radio 2, SJOOpm 

The revamp of the Radio 2 schedules that is tinder 
way this week involves three new programmes for 
tonight, though their hosts wQl be familiar. Andy 
Peebles and Johnnie Walker have shows at 9pm 
and 10pm and the evening is launched by the 

what is now the main Radio 2 folk slot Harding 
points out that there is an increasing number of 
chan bands with their roots in folk music, a 
remark which suggests his show is going to have a 
broader base than some of the folk purists would 
like. However, that sums up the whole approach of 
Radio 2 under Controller James Moir and the 
ratings suggest his attempt to attract the older 
audience mat Radio 1 now ignores is coming off. 


RADIO 1 


63tan Chris Moytes 1240 Jo Whiey. Indudss 1230pm 
Newsbeai ZOO Mark Raddrfte 4JtO Dave Pearce 6-30 Steve 
Lamacq: The Evening Session 830 Marie Update wRh Mark 
Kermode 8.40 John PeeL Includes a session from Si^kt Firry 
Anmals 1030 Mary Aims Hobbs 1.00am Charts Jordan 4JM 
CTne Warren 


RADIO 2 


630am Sarah Kennedy 7 JO Wake Up to Wogan 9 30 Ken 
Bruce 1130Jknmy Yotng 1-30pm Debbie Thrower 330 Ed 
Stewart 535 John Dim 7J00 Nek Barradough 830 The Mte 
Waning Show. See Choice 9X10 Andy Peebles Soul Show. A 
new series 1030 Johnnie Walter 1030 Richard ATnson 
12.05am Store Madden 3.00 Alex Lester 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


630am The Breefcfast Programme 930 Nfcfcy Campbel 12.00 
Midday with Malr230pm ftjscoe on Five 440 NafaraMdevWh 
JrJan Worrickar 7.00 News Extra 730 John taodate's 
Footbal Mght England v Portugal. Covoage ot the World Cup 
wefiTMp match. Plus, news from Scotland v Finland, and the 
National Lottery Draw 10.00 Uttejohn 11.00 Late Mtfit Uve 
inoam Up All Mght wJh Rhod Sharp 630 Morning Reports 


VIRGIN RADIO 


73Qam Chris Evans 1000 Russ WUams 1.00pm Pat* Coyle 
4.00 Robin Bate 7 JO Ray Coles 1000Mark Forrest 230m 
Caimin Jones 530 Jeremy Clark 


TALK RADIO 


630am Krsty Young with Bill Overton 9.00Scofl CNshoim 
1230 Lorraine Kely 2.00pm Tommy Boyd 4.00 Peter Deefey 
7.00 Anna Raeburn 930 James Whale 1-00am Ian Coliins 
530 The Early Show 


Postscript: Private View 
Radio 920pm 

Graham Gussin’s installation work for toe Tate 
Gallery. Any Object in the Universe . has caused 
some controversy among art critics but it has at 
least given them’ plenty of verbal exercise as they 
strain for comparisons, some of which are aired in 
this edition of Postscript tonight a cross between 
the Rothko Chapel and toe cargo bay of the 
starship Enterprise is my favourite. The 
programme is not, though, primarily a critique of 
the work but a documentary about its creation, a 
process followed by Nicholas Ward Jackson. The 
work creates an imaginary journey using sound 
and video and it is very much a millennial exercise. * 
given the laie-20th-century focus on travel and*' 
technology. Peter Barnard 


WORLD SERVICE 


7-OOam News 7.15 7 JO Wbrid ot Football 8.00 News 

8.15 Off the Shelfeso Mercian Uve 900 News (648 only] 
News tn German 9.10 Pause lot Thought 9.15 Westway 9.30 
Everywoman 10.00 News 1035 Wbrid Business Report 10.15 
The Farming World 1030 My Finn 100 Days 1045 Spoils 
Romdup 1130 Newsdesl 1 :1130 One Planet 1230 Newsdesk 
1230pm Wbrid of Footbafl 130 News; (648 only] News m 
German 1.05 World Bua n esc. Report 1.15 Britain today 1 JO 
Soundbyte 1.45 Sports Roundup 2.00 Newshour 3.00 News 
305 Outlook 330 Megamix 4.00 News 4.05 Sports Roundup 

4.15 Perform an ce 430 Everywoman: (648 onhr) News m 
German 530 Euope Today 630 Wbrid Business Report 5.45 
Britain Today 830 News 6.15 Insight 630 F.O.O.C.. (648 only) 
News in German 6A5 Sports Raundip 730 Newsdesk 7 JO 
The Wbrte a00 News aoi Outlook a25 Pause tor Though! 
a30 Miitttrack X-Press 9.00 Newshour 10.00 News 10.05 
World Business Report 10.15 Britain Today 1030 On Screen 
11.00 Newsdesk 11.30 Insight 11-45 Spons Roundup 12.00 
News 12.05am Outlook 1230 Multitrack X-Ptess 1.00 
Newsdesk 1.30 F 0.0.C 1.45 Britain Today ZOO Newsdesk 
Z30 Omnfcus 330 Newsday 330 Meridian Books 430 News 
4.05 World Business Report 4.15 Sports Roundup 430 The 
Worid Today SjOO The Wbrid Today 


CLASSIC FM 


630am Breakfast with Badey 8.00 Henry KeBy. Michael Barry 
prepares steak and kidney pudding and Record of the Week 
features the best ot the new releases 12.00 Linchtime 
Requests Jane Jones Introduces listeners' favourite pieces 
230pm Concerto. Beethoven (Piano Concerto No 2 m B im«. 
major) 3.00 Mchael Mappm. Including Afternoon RomancSF 
and Cortfrajous Classics 530 Newsreght Headlines, arts 
news and guests, presented by John Banning 730 Smooth 
Claeses at Seven with John Brunrzng 930 Evening Concert 
Smyth (Overtire, The Wreckers. Serenade in D major): Fanny 
Mendelssohn (Ptano Trio In D major). HVdegard ol Bingen (0 
NotiUsama Viridtas); TaHtefene (Concertino (or Harp and 
Orchestra); Smyth [March ol the Women) 1130 Mann at Mght 
2.00am Concerto (r) 330 Mark Griffiths 


RADIO 3 


6.00am On A k, with Petroc Tretewny. Indudes 
Debussy (Clair de tune); Mozart (Rondo in D, 
K382); Schubert (Eritonigl 

9.00 Mastewarics, with Peter Hobday. Includes Vivaldi 
(Concert in D minor, RV128); Handel (Oda tot the 
Birthday of Queen Arne, Eternal Source of Light 
Divine); Ravel (Ratio trio in A minor) 

.. Week: Angela Gheorghiu 

Muskrat Dyt 


1030 Artist of the 
1130 Sound Stories 


Dynasties. Richard 


Baker profiles the Mozart fem3y 
1230 Composer of the Week: Scriabin 
1 .00pm The Radio 3 Lunchtime Concert. A recital by 
the_pian»st AlaksandarMadzar. Bach (Fficercsrea 
3. The Musical Offering); Berg (Sonaiat, Op 1); 
Ravel (Jeux cfeau; Gaspard da la Nuit) (0 
230 The B8C Orchestras. BBC Philharmonic ixxfer 
Vassiy Sinafeky, wth Olivier Charter, viofln, Sarah 
Leonard, soprano, Jean Rigby, mezzo. Paul 
Whefan, baritone, Huddersfield Chora/ Society. 
Dvofak (Carnival Overture); Szymanowski (Stabal 
Mater); Tchaikovsky (Violin Concerto in D); Martino 
(Symphony No 5) 

4.00 Choral Evensong. Live from Gloucester 
Cathedral 
530 In Tbne. 
whose revival 


month. Plus news of Aida, which opens at Earls 
Court this weekend, with 600 smgers and dancers 
730 Performance on 3: D cc B w v w i the 

Revolutionary. Live from Glasgow Cily Hall, the 


020 


8.10 


Rites of Spring. Ronald Hutton traces the history 
of spring rites 830 Concert, part two Stravinsky 
(The Rile of Sprkig) 

Posts cri pt Private view. See Choice i 


Humphrey Carpenter talks to Hal Prince, 
rival of Showboat comes to London this 


935 Though Amaryffls Dance in Greere HSU 

by Byiri and Motley sung by the Cambridge 
Singers and the Amaryllis Consort 
1030 The Piano, with Piers Lane. Muse nctudes 

Schubert (Impromptus. D935): Maria Joao Pres): 
Beethoven (Piano Sonata in E minor. Op 90) J 
performed by Alfredo Perl T 

1045 Nig hi Waves. Patrick Wright talks lo the historian 
Antony Beevor about a new study ol the barfte ot 
Stakngrad during the Second World War 
1130 Jazz Notes, with Digby Fairweather. The Dave 
Baibeck Quartet complete their in-concert 
performance from the Forum. Bath 
1230 Composer at the Week: Weber (r) 

130am Through the Night, with Donald Macteod 


RADIO 4 


6.00am Today, with Sue MacGregor aid James 

Naughtfe. Indudes 635.735 Weather 735. 8-25 
Sports News 7.45 Thought for the Day 
835 (LW) Yesterday In Parrannent 
930 Itknreek, with the 7ines cohsnrBsUAby Purves 
9.45 Sertat My Affair with Christianity. Rat*! Lionel 
Blue reads from his spiritual autobfogaphy (3/5) 
935 (LW) DaDy Service 
10.00 News; Woman’s How. wSh Jerrrt Murray 
1130 News; ShaB We Try Again? Rofsfti McAuey 
experiences a typical day Inside Salford 
Magistrates' Court (3/4) 

1130 Cartoons, Lampoons and Buffoons. Harry 

Thompson remembers the good and bad satirical 
prograrHjies on television and rado 
1230 (FM News; You and Yours 1Z57 Weather 
1230 (LW) News HeadOnes; Shipping Forecast 
1.00 The Wortd at One, wAh Nick Clarice 
130 Guess What?. The qtez chaired by Barry Took. 
Reader learn member Geoffrey Durham is toned 
by Sir Jeremy Hanley and Helen Atkinson Wood 
230 Ne w s ; The Archers (r) 

2.15 Afternoon Play: Showing Up, by Georgia 
Pritchett. A mother welcomes back the son she 
for adoption. With Edna Dae, POSy 
and Iwan Thomas 
330 News; Gardeners’ Question Time. Nigei 
Coftxxn, John Cushnle and Geoffrey Srrath 
answer questions posed by the site! and readers 
of the Yorkshire Post and Yorkshire Evening Post 

& 

with the Dog: in the City at Few Dogs, with 
SoHa. a resident of Reykjavft 
3.45 Cherry, by Su Tong, translated by Carolyn Choa, 
read by Aiastair Danson (3f4) 

430 News: Case Nates, with Graham Easton (r) 

430 Thinking Allowed, with Laurie Taylor and guests 
530 PM, with Chris Low and Charlie Lee-Potter 534 
(LW) Shipping Forecast 537 Weather 


6.00 Six O’clock News 630 I'm Glad You Asked 
Me That The comedy guide to surviving tt« 
millen nium Presented by Gordon Kennedy, with 
PhiCp Pope and a team ot regular and guest 
come performers and satirists 
7.00 News; The Archers 7.15 Front Row. Includes a 
review ot the latest Coen brothers film. The Bg 
LebowsU 

7-45 Postcards: Spring Tide (3/5) ir) 
a0 ° * gws; The 1 *B Relth Lectures: War and the 
state- The third of five lectures orven by (he 
mtiiiary historian John Keegan, from the Great 
‘ HaN- King's College London, introduced by the 
Ames columnist Meivyn Bragg 
a45 Postmarks. The volcanctogist Hazel Ryner writes 
a m US? 5 ^ cra,ef of a volcano (r) 

0-22 it yysi F rontiers, with Peter Evans 

1045 ^WorldTonfght 

10.45 Book at Bedtime: By Grand Central Station I 

fSlSST OP 25* ** Smart, 

^od^^idgxxilraci by Joanna Toye Read by 

11-00 People Like Us. John Morton's 

awato-winning drama about a hroadcaster. With 
S™? Hu ®] Bonneville. Jonathan Coy. 

Joanna Brookes. Fiona Allen and Kim 

1130 (FM) First In. r _ 

ne for ____ __ 

riawn anrA i t 1 , B ng^’ on . with guests Bobby 
„ __ “ay™^**1 Altstarr McGowan 

HITS** in Parliament 
1230 [tews 12-30am The Late Boole Tales from 

~"iV le0 Nwhes reads from his award-vwmcig 
1238 l 0v,d s Metamorphoses ( 3 /iqj 

} -°° World Service 

E!? £££%!** sJSprL, for the Day 
anting Today, with Anna Hill 


FREQUENCY GUIDE. RADI01. FM 97.6-99.8. RADIO 2. FM 88 6902. ftanto o nn n M £ 
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TELEVISION 43 


Oxford warmly welcomes faithful retainers 


N ow don’t get over excited, 
or rush off just yet to 
resign from your job as a 
iraffic warden in the belief that you 
. are intelligent after all. But if you 
watched Wildlife on One (BBCl) 
last night, about the creepy- 
crawlies that flourish in an empty 
house, and you awoke this morn¬ 
ing still able to recall the arresting 
fact that spiders don't get washed 
down bath plugholes" but just 
ding on out of sight until the 
deluge has stopped before climb¬ 
ing out again, then Richard 
Dawkins might have a place for 
you at Bailiol. 

You see. when he was handing 
over the trophy to the winners of 
University Challenge (BBC2) last 
night. Dr Dawkins, Professor for 
the Public Understanding of Sd- 
ence at Oxford, confessed not only 
that he is an avid watcher of the 
quiz programme, but also that he 
is "conducting a campaign at 
Oxford with my colleagues to 


make them abolish the A level as a 
criterion for admitting students 
and substitute Unhersity Chall¬ 
enge. The kind of mind you need to 
wm University Challenge - it's 
not the knowledge that matters - 
ns the retentive mind to pick 
things up wherever you are. that 
you need at university, too." 

. This is exactly the son of 
inventive breakthrough that 
makes you realise that brainy 
academics really are different from 
you and me: they have too much 
nme on ihcir hands. Just look at 
what facts have done for Japan! 
Japanese children spend their 
schooldays teaming facts by heart 
because that is what their exams 
test them mi. Bui even Japanese 
educationists now worry that this 
knack for parrot-fashion fact reten¬ 
tion might be what has prevented 
Japan from winning its share of 
Nobel prizes for maths and 
science. 

Take this for the sort of fact that 


you or I might not bother bending 
down to pick off the pavement if 
some stranger dropped it. Jeremy 
Paxman: “What function may he 
defined as follows: a real function 
F to the minus one such that iF Y 
equals Fof X. then X equals Flo the 
minus one of Y." Sarah Fitzpatrick, 
captain of the team from Magda¬ 
len. Oxford, consulted her team 
before announcing: **We dom 
understand." Paxman — whose 
truer, gentler colours emerge in his 
role as University Challenge quiz¬ 
master — replied: -Neither do t. or 
any person in the audience. In fact 
ifs an inverse function." 


REVIEW 



Joe 

Joseph 


Tl 


I hink about it: have vou ever 
felt an emptiness in your life 
due to a lack of inverse 
functions? Did you used to think 
that an inverse function was an 
awkward colonic problem? If it 
ever came to your attention that if 
Y equals F of X. then X equals F to 
the minus one of Y. would you be 


(a) excited; (b) angry: fc) refuse to 
say anything that might incrimi¬ 
nate you without consulting your 
lawyer? Would you get most pleas¬ 
ure from being given (a) a new 
yacht: (b) Isabelle Adjani’s phone 
number: (e) the true value of "X" 
and "Y" when Y equals F of X. and 
X equals K to the minus one nf Y? 
Look, if "X" and "Y" wish to re¬ 
main anonymous, that's fine by 
us: we’ve no desire to make their 


lives a misery by outing them. 

Magdalen were doing battle 
with Birkbeck College. London, 
which distinguished itself in the 
last series by notching up one of 
the lowest ever scores. The part- 
time Birkbeck students began 
poorly. They rocketed up later, but 
they didn't rocket up quite enough. 
Magdalen won, 225 points to 195, 
becoming the first institution in the 
show's 36-year history to win the 
trophy two years running. Re¬ 
member that little fact when ydu 
apply to Oxford: it could make all 
the difference between an exhibi¬ 
tion and a scholarship. 

Now. here’s your starter for ten. 
Professor Dawkins: How did it 
come to pass that Dr Thomas 
Noguchi, the famous Los Angeles 
coroner who examined the corpses 
of Marilyn Monroe, Sharon Tate. 
Robert Kennedy and Janis Joplin, 
found himself examining the 
mummified body of an old Wild 
West outlaw called Elmer 


McCurdy same 65 years after 
McCurdy had been slut by an 
Oklahoman sheriff’s posse for a 
bungled train robbery? Sorry, too 
slow: Tunewatch (BBC2] has al¬ 
ready given us the answer. 


E 


lmer McCurdy came to 
light on Tuesday. Decem¬ 
ber 7.1976. dangling from a 
noose inside the "Laff "in The 
Dark" ghost-train ride in a Califor¬ 
nian amusement park. A crew 
member working on an episode of 
The Six Million Dollar Man 
noticed that one of the mannequins 
inside the tunnel — where a scene 
was about to be shot — looked 
more realistic than most papier- 
mache models. It was more realis¬ 
tic. even under its layers of 
luminous red paint. The desiccated 
body was as light as balsa. It fell to 
Dr Noguchi to find a name and 
history. He found the name was 
McCurdy and the history eventful. 
For the'previous 65 years, the 


corpse had spiced up everything 
from small-town carnival shows to 
cult movies. 

Like a picture restorer scraping 
away years of blackened varnish. 
Jonathan Gili’s film slowly re¬ 
vealed McCurdy's improbable af¬ 
terlife: of all the archive clips that 
leavened Gili’s interviews with 
freak-show owners who had exhib¬ 
ited McCurdy’s corpse, my favour¬ 
ite was of the crooner dramming 
up business for his carnival’s star 
attraction by singing her praises: 
“Lydia, Oh Lydia./ Say have you 
met Lydia./ Oh Lydia, the tattooed 
lady./ She has eyes that folks adore 
so./ And a torso even more so./ 
Lydia. Oh Lydia./ That encyclo¬ 
paedia./ Oh Lydia the Queen of 
Tanoo./ Far two bits she'll do a 
mazurka in jazz./ With a view of 
Niagara that no one else has./ And 
on a dear day you can see 
Alacairaz./ You can learn a lot 
from Lydia." 

Who needs Oxford? 


6.00am Business Breakfast (77919) 

7.00 BBC Breakfast News (T) (30803) 

9.00 Change That (9743648) 

9.25 Kllroy (T) (4031984) 

10.05 Style Challenge (7335551) 

10.30 Cant Cook, Won't Cook (T) (5413754) 
1055 The Redly Useful Show fl) (9132071) 
11.35 The General (4938532) 

12.00 News (T) (2382551} 

12.05 pm The Entertainment Game 
(3501984) 

1255 Wipeout (4196416) 

1.00 News (T) and weather (33990) 

150 Regional News (T) (77769483) 

1.40 The Weather Show (64250813) 

1.45 Neighbours (T) (92706667) 

2.10 Lion Country (63430803) 

255 Snooker. World Championship Alain 
Roiadoux v Matthew Stevens, Ronnie 
O'Sullivan v Joe Swaii (33270B7) 

350 Playdays (1162990) 350 Hububb 
(6318667) 4.05 The Family Ness 
(5608551) 4.10 To Me. To You (2019919) 
455 The Demon Headmaster (r) (T) 
(8447648) 540 Newsround (T) (5650396) 
£ 5.10 Blue Peter. A look at science 

manuals shortlisted lor the Fjhona- 
Poufenc Prize (T) (4275777) 

555 Neighbour* (r) (I) (649754) 

6.00 News (T) and weather (209) 

650 Regional News (T) (261) 

7.00 Junior Masterchef Contestants from the 
East or England; cookbook writer Roz 
Denny and TV’s Che/actor Roger Griffiths 
judge (T) (3071) 

750Tomorrow's World A building society's 
new Iris recognition system tor verifying 
cash machine customers' identity; 
airborne spotting of early signs of a 
destructive forest weed (T) (445) 

8-00 Birds of a Feather Tracey discovers 
husband Darryl is worth a fortune; while, 
Sharon teams Chris has been rather less 
shrewd with his finances (r) (T) (2919) 
630 The National Lottery Draw (596984) 
8 j« Points of View (T) (682735) 

940 News (T) end weather (1648) 

959 National Lottery Update (T) (143822) 

9.30 Ladies’Night: An Inside Story Special 
Welsh mate strippers describe - the 
phenomenal success of their profession 
(T) (973483) 

1055 Dead Again (1991) Supernatural thriller 

n about a Los Angeles private eye who 
helps an amnesiac to investigate the 
mystery of her past life, discovering that 
#• the key to her memory toss lies n-a 40- 
year-oW murder. Directed by and starring 
Kenneth Branagh, with Emma 
Thompson, Derek Jacobi. Andy Garcia 
and Robin Wilfiams (T) (756174) 

12.10am Don't Just Lie There, Say 
| Something! (1973) Farce, with Brian Rix, 

| Leslie Phillips and Joanna Lumley 
Directed by Bob KelteH (5901149) 1.40 
Weather WALES: 1055 ‘The Deadness 
of Dad (834342) 10-50 FILM: Dead Again 
(45970716) 1255am Welsh Questions 
(4641255) 145 FILM: Don't Just Lie 
There, Say Something! (8753897) 

2.35 BBC News 24 


VtdeoPtus+ and the Video PkiaCodes 
The numbers next to each TV programme 
listing are Video PlusCoete" numbers, which 
allow you to programme your video recorder 
instantly with a VmeoP1us+ " handsel. Tap In 
the Video PlusCodB tor toe prayamme you 
wish to record. lfideoplus+ (“), Ptoscocte ( ) 
and Video Programmer are trademarks or 
Gemslar Development Ud. 


655am Of Fish and People: Modelling a 
Muddle (6926716) 740 Tetelubbtes 
(2706087) 755 Kwicky Koala (r) 
(2718822) 750 The Lowdown (r) (T) 
(7439385) 8.15 Yogi's Treasure Hunt 
(3744862) 855 The Graedysaurus Gang 
(0(8651808) 8.45 The Record (4334532) 

9.10 Bette! Ftte (5060532) 950 Pathways ot 
Belief (3467464) 9.45 Words and Pictures 
(3462919) 1040 Teletubbies (r) (20984) 
1050 Numbertme (9349532) 10.45 
Cals’ Eyes (9344087) 11.00 Folk Dance 
(5177938) 1150 The Geogaphy 
Programme (1718464) 11.40 Walch Out 
(2080209) 11-55 Hands Upf(3325919) 

12.10pm Taking issue (1545716) 1250 
Wbrking Lunch (74174) 1.00 Ditty the 
Dinosaur (r) (61147551) 1.05 
Bananaman (r) (61146822) 

1.10 Snooker: World Championship 
Highlights of this morning's session 
featuring Darren Morgan and Steven Lee 
(8705261) 

255 News (T) (4483844) 240 Westminster (T) 
(8490071) 355 News (T) (3439735) 

440 Snooker: World Championship Further 
live coverage of today's first-round 
matches featuring Alain. Robidoux v 
Matthew Stevens, and Ronnie O'Sullivan 
. v Joe Swail (3648) 

6.00 Star Trek: The Next Generation Picard 
mediates between possible claimants to 
the throne of the Kltngon Empire (r) (T) 
(883613) 

645 Sliders Quinn meeta an old flame (T) 
(295209) 
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Attempting telepathy (750pm) 


750 


Counterblast: Where 
Scientists Fear to Tread 

Robert Matthews, a scientist, asks why 
orthodox science usually r efuse s to 
investigate the paranormal (T) (777) 

840 Antonio Gartucdo’s Southern Italian 
Feast: Sicily Octopus fishing; Marsala 
with lamb, garlic and wild fennel (T) 
(3261) 

850 Home Front from the BBC Good Homes 
Show. The future of interior decorating; 
new wallpapering techniques (T) (2396) 
940 Snooker Stephen Hendry v Jimmy White 
(8803) 

1040 Room 101 with Chris Tarrant (r) (T) 
(69700) 

1050 Newsnight (V) (179025) 

11.15 Snooker: World Championship 

Highlights from this evening’s frames 
(856822) 

1155 Weather (480648) 

1240 The Midnight Hour (69101) 

1250am Learning Zone: Heating the Whole 
(30101)4.00 The Nature ol Impacts and 
Their Impacts on Nature (76052) 1-30 
The KT Event (81472) zoo Geography 
(26781) 440 ItaBantesamo 9-12 (44323) 
540 Trouble at the Top (9087526) 545 
Nerves (79781) 


6.00am GMTV (1211025) 

955 This Morning (T) (9013209) 

9.30 Vanessa: My Baby Has Turned Into a 
Babe (T) (1828385) 

10.10 This Morning (T) (71959261) 

12.15pm Regional News (6409984) 

1250 News (T) and weather (98700) 

1.00 Sbortiand Street (35358) 

150 Home and Away (T) (97071) 

ZOO The Jerry Springer Show (T) (2780629) 
245 Waffle (T)(856006) 

3.15 News (T) (2940984) 

340 Regional News (0 (2043025) 

3.25 Tots TV (2033648) 355 The Blobs 
(6391990) 345 Paddington Bear 
(9382377) 350 Kipper (9290342) 440 
Oscar and Friends (5601648) 445 The 
Wombles (5511071) 4.15 Gogglewatch 
(T) (2003358) 440 How 2 (T) (4983629) 
540 Gogglewatch (T) (5645464) 

5.10 WALES: Primetime Diary (1536377) 
5.10 Sorted (1536377) 

540 News (T) and weather (522648) 

6.00 Home and Away (r) (T) (377) 

655 WALES: Wales Tonight (120261) 

645 MTV Weather (566483) 

650 The West Tonight (629) 

7.00 Emmerdale Steve takes extreme 
measures to tore Kim into his business. 
The Dlngtes find an unusual method of 
revenge (T) (1667) 

750 Coronation Street Alma has a 
showdown with Detrdre, while 5m has 
sBd to rock bottom (T) (613) 



John Nettles as Bamaby (8.00pm) 


840 


Mtdsomer Murders: 

Faithful Unto Death Another 
murder mystery for Inspector Bamaby. 
played by John Nettles, to investigate. 
Also with Tessa Peake-Jones and 
Michelle Dotrice (T) (6209) 

1040 News (T) Lottery Result end weather (T) 
(69754) 

1050 Regional News (T) (292025) 

1040 The Big Match: England v Portugal 
Bob Wilson presents highlights of 
England's latest World Cup warm-up 
match al Wembley (814071) 

1140 Highlander (936532) 

1240am The Burning Bed (1984) With Farrah 
Fawcett. Paul LeMal and Richard Masur. 
Emotional drama about a woman who 
bums her sadistic husband In his bed. At 
her trial she recounts the Directed by 
Robert Greenwald (467675) 

255 If I Were You (8691410) 

240 Planet Rock Profiles (0 (9823946) 

350 Vanessa (r) (T) (367B168) 

4.00 Cybernet (449139%) 

455ITV Ntghtscreen (6694588) 

540 Coronation Street (t) (T) (38304) 

550 News (64656) 


CENTRAL 


As HTV West excopt 
1.00pm A Country Practice (35358) 

150 The Jerry Springer Show (5268464) 
5.10-540 Shortland Street (1536377) 
655-740 Central News (150261) 

11.40 Midnight Caller (936532) 

1240am FILM: Pwker Kane (467675) 
245 Planet Rock ProfHas (9822217) 

355 Vanessa (B5979033) 

345 Centred Jofaflnder *98 (5140507) 
550 Asian Eye (4173743) 


WESTCOUNTKY 


As HTV West except 

12.15pm-1250 News (6409984) 

1.00 Emmerdale (35358) 

150 The Jerry Springer Show (5268464) 
5.10*540 Home and Away (1536377) 
640-7.00 Westcounby Live (86919) 
1140 Dreamland (936532) 


MERIDIAN 




As HTV West except 

12.15-1250 News and Weather (6409984) 
5.10440 Home and Away (1536377) 
640 Meridian Tonight (377) 

6.30-740 Doing it Up (629) 

5.00am Freescreen (38304) 


ANjGEJAf- 




As HTV West except: 

12.19pm Anglia Air. Watch (2294342) 
1.00-150 Surprise Chefs (35358) 

5.10-540 Shortland Street (1536377) 

653 Angltar yfiather (461984) 

655-7.00 ArigSa News (120261) 

1059 Anglia Air. Watch (469667)'; : \ 

1140 A na tom y af.Ptaaster{936532) - 

Starts: 740mn Tbe Big Breakfast (50613) 
9.00- BfK^nie Tales of Hoffman 
. (28288445) 

1150 Wbat on Earth (9825464) 

1150 Powerhouse (8551) 

12.00pm Rickf Lake (66667) 

1250 Sesame Street (96342) 

140 Slot Mefthrin (63936087) 

1.15 Smot y a (63851342) 

150 Collectors' Lot (92794822) 

155 Racing from Epsom Downs (80685280) 
4.00 Fifteen-to-One (342) 

450 Countdown (754) 

540 5 Pump (5811822) 

5.15 FfeD (5559613) 

550 Classic Trains (826) 

640 Nawyddlon 6 (389261) 

6.10 Heno (961445) 

7.00 Pobot y Cwm (889377) 

755 Ffennlo (975613) 

840 Hawtio (5629) 

850 Newytfdlon (7464) 

9.00 Frasier (4358) 

950 Friends (89006) 

1040 Brookside (201957) 

1055 ER (905377) 

1150 Snwcen Pencampwrlaeth Y Byd 
(104006) 

12.15am Under the Moon (15512615) 

250 NBA XXL (29526) 

450 Gamesmaster (59385) 

550 Dhvedd (1824946) 


CHANNEL 4 


6.00am Sesame Street (r) (606291 7.00 The 
Big Breakiasi (506131 
940 The Tales of Hoffman (1951) 

m Adaptatan of the Offenbach fantasy 
opera ejected by Michael Powell and 
Emenc PTessburger (28288445) 

1150 What on Earth (9825464) 1150 
Powerhouse (T) (8551) 12.00 Sesame 
Sneer (66667) 1250pm I Dream of 
Jeanne (96342) 140 Late Lunch (r) (T) 
(53700) 

150 CoHectors' Lot Featuring some of the 
old Spming Image puppets, a member of 
the Betty Grable Appreciation Society, 
and Lany Adler's collection of 
harmonicas (T) (92794822) 

155 Racing from Epsom Downs Lesley 
Graham introduces coverage of the 2.05. 
255.3.10 and 340 races (80685280) 
440 Ftfteen-to-One (T) (342) 450 

Countdown (T> (843108?) 455 Ricki Lake 
(T) (1060764) 550 Bewitched (rj (T) (826) 
640 Late Lunch Boyzone join Mel Giedroyc 
and Sue Perkins (T) (919) 

650 Friends Carol and Susan get married (r) 
(T) (241) 

740 Channel 4 News (T) (430445) 

755 Coming Out Stories An Irish piaywri^it 
who came out to his family from the stage 
(T) (917646) 

840 Brookside Barry's gift to Kylie upsets 
Peter, Ron discovers that he could be in 
trouble (I) (5629) 

850 S323551 Chef for a Night A new six- 
part series that gives amateur 




chefs the chance to put right perceived 
wrongs at Britan's top restaurants. 
Tonight, Silvena Rowe wants to spice up 
the dessert menu at London's Mezzo (T) 
(7464) 



George Clooney as Carter (9.00pm) 

9.00 ER: My Brother's K ee p e r Six patients, 
including Carter's cousin, are rushed to 
ER after overdosing on heroin. Medical 
drama with George Ctooney (T) (5311) 
10.00 Friends Phoebe becomes involved with 
a foreign d iplomat (r) (T) (67396) 

10 - 30 Whose Line is it Anyway? A 

new senes of the comic 
improvisation show with Clive Anderson 
as host This competitors are Greg 
Proops, Stephen Frost. Ryan Stiles and 
Colin Mochrte (T) (43716) 

1140 Jo Whiley with Cerys Hughes from 
Catatonia. LoFidelity AJlstars and 
Babytnrd (T) (577803) 

11.45 Gas Stand-up comedy show hosted by 
Lee Mack, tonight featuring Tina C (T) 
(330993) 

12.15am Under the Moon Sports discussion 
show with Danny Kelly and Tom Binns 
(15512615) 

250 NBA XXL (29526) 

450 Gamesmaster (r) (59385) 

540 Trans World Sport (1824946) 

555 Sesame Street (8019526) 


CHANNEL 5 


CHANNEL 5 ON SATELLITE 
Channel 5 is now broadcasting on 
transponder No 63 on the Astra Satellite. 
Viewers with a Videocrypt decoder will 
be able to receive the channel free of 
charge. Frequencies for transponder No 
63 are picture: 1042075 GHz; sound: 
7.02 and 750 MHz 


6.00am 5 News Earty (2718754) 

7.00 WtdeWorid (r) (T) (1484396) 750 
Milkshake! (5033938) 755 Wimae's 
House (8559006) 840 Havakazoo 
(8982629) 850 Dappledown Farm (r) 
(8801700) 

940 Espresso (9695735) 1040 Birds ot the 
Snow (r) CH (7896261) 1050 Sunset 
Beach (D (8106879) 11.10 Leeza 
(6701445) 

1240 5 News (T) (8985716) 1250pm Famdy 
Affairs (r) (T) (1899006) 1.00 The Bold 
and the Beautiful (T) (1483667) 150 Sons 
and Daughters (1898377) 250 Burke's 
Law (7897990) 3.00 100 Per Cent Gold 
(8496342) 

350 if Things Were Different (1980) with 

M Suzanne Pleshette, Don Murray and Tony 
Roberts. Emotional drama about a 
happily married housewife whose life is 
rocked when her husband collapses Into 
a catatonic trance. Directed by Robert 
Lewis (2458071) 

540 Rinsed Grant’s Postcards Tour of the 
British Isles (24955735) 

S 50 The Great Garden Game from 
Knebworth (r) (T) (6377396) 

6.00100 Per Cent (6374209) 

630 Family Affairs Roy does his best to 
ignore Pete (T) (6358261) 

7405 News CO (8564551) 

750 Birds ot the Snow: The Emperor’s Fire 
Hunters The contrasting lives of wild and 
tame cormorants in Japan (T) (6354445) 
840The Pepsi Chart (8497071) 

850 Food Fight Guests Uncte Lusardi and 
Christopher Biggins (8589006) 



Pryce and Horrocks (940pm) 

940 Deadly Advice (1994) with Jane 
Horrocks, Jonathan Pryce, Brenda 
Fricker and Imelda Stanton. Black 
comedy about a young woman who, led 
up with her domineering mother, turns lo 
a book by an infamous poisoner. The 
book holds the spirits ol some ot the most 
notorious murderers in history — ail of 
whom an? willing to help. Directed by 
Mandy Fletcher (62374803) 

10 .40 The Jack Docherty Show Chat and 
comedy (5456358) 

1150 Monsters (5366396) 

1150 Major League Baseball Live coverage 
at a top game (17696984) 

450am Monsters (60276168) 

545 Throb (76014439) 

550 100 Per Cant (r) (9570472) 


SATELLITE AND CABLE 


• For further listings see 

Saturday's Vision 

SKY 1 _ 

7.00am SU«X Shfflks 181551)7-30 Games 
World (1053200) 7.4S The Senpsons 
©59101 8.15 Oprah (9716810) 9JW Hotel 
01629) 1 AOOAnotWr Wald 1-M 

days ol Our Liws lSS00^12J» Mamed 

*«h cuddai imam ’“g™ 

(16174) 1.00 GeraWo (11629) 2J» SaBy 

Jcssv- Raphael (43803) tf Jhqr 

rtCCBO) 4.00 Oprah (26087) SLOO E*ar Trek 

The Men Gtenaanon C* 4 ) ^■ 00 C ^ T ‘ 

Team (&7«5) 630 

(4025) 7.00 The ampaore 

TV (59391 8-00 SiajQale SG- 1 ®-°° 

nJovW Ljm,s [5a ' 741 ,aD0 M, 5 f’ noTI 

infill 114)0 Sia Trek. The Nexr Genera- 
ian"(9407l) 124)0 Trlteca (741C0) 1.00am 
Long Play 16409526) 

SKY BOX OFFICE _. 

•ska's MV-oer-vlow moate charnwte. 

5! letephone 09* 800888 

f acfi firm costs C259 per vewno 
■&■( B0>. OFFICE 1 (Transponder 26) 
Shine (1996) 

BOH OFFICE 2 (Transponder 03) 
VVBQam Shakespeare's Romeo end 

Juliet (1997) _. 

SKY BCA OFFICE 3 (Transpoxter 59) 

Space Jam f 1996 ) _ M 

SKYKir OFFICE A (Transpondar 58) 

The SaW (1996) 

CUV MOVIES SCREEN 1 


sssr.sr.sssaca 

1.15pm The M JJJ 1 Jg 

iSSSSSItSSSTSKS- 

SSCSSS 

-SSSBSSSKSSS® 

Jrt MorW (1995) (8157901-1) 

“ _nnnrCk 


Swan Princess (1994) (288150061 SffiA 
Walk ki toe Ootids (1995) (49293261) 
B.OO Bounty ftsaare (1996) (65W) 
1OJJ0 MutooHend Falls (1996) (7567BZ) 
11^5 A Time to KW (1996) (53059667) 
Z2Ssm The Brothers McMullen (1993) 
(71112014.05 Creek-Up (1940) (-112033) 

SKY MOVIES GOLD _ 

4.00pm No Highway In the Sky (1951) 
(4104396) 6J» The UgUhor ae men 
(1967) (5296700) B4» Lee PaBereon 
Saves toe Worid (1988) (1797785) 10.00 
CHe Hard (1968) (46846990) 12-10om 
Parent* (1«8) (88641694) 1J0 The 
Sand Pebbles (1968) (56360217) AX 
Abbott and Costeflo Meet toe KBer 
Boris Kariofl (1949) (72471694) 

TNT _ 

(LOOsm The Treesure ol toe Siena 
Madre (1948) (73551071) 11.15 freaks 
(1932) (72960445) 1250am Ryan 1 ! 

Daughter (1970) (83826296) 3.40 Acmes 
tteWIde Missouri (1951) (17961217) 

SKY SPORTS 1 _ 

7.00am Spons Carte Wee- 

ikno (557541 850 Spans Centra (48342) 
&00 Rflong News (35822) 950 Aerabcs 
(704831 104)0 league 

(13174) 11J» Tartan Extra (B2667) 115| 
Esftrt (83396) 12410 Aerobes P2358) 
1250pm Football (69396) 24)0 Tartan 
Extra (5667) 250 Freesayle SWng (51648) 
350 Sports Urknded (94716) AINI Tarun 
Extra (28221 550 Wrerttna @754) 650 
Cnfutc Centra (7777) 850 Fulb ol Mu ndial 
®7A0TB«WC«3pMP®3UjJ 
WertJ ot Super League (12396) 1000 

Spora Cerera (2308711050 Mira^ 

02735) 1150 Trans Work! Span (14803) 
SSo W Centre (41743) 12^0are 
Footed (ireOT) 250 work) oi a^er 
League (764721450 Spans Centre (48304) 
6500069 


SKY SPORTS 3 


1250 Wasting: Shotgun (83009700) 
14Wp«n Fish TV (83196646) 2.00 Boxing 
SupertxxAG (90715174) 350 Ftagby Ureon 
Cbsscs (87009396) 350 League 
Basebal (32691900) 050 Wompona 
Worid (84038464) 650 Euro Tour OoH 
weekly (70636006) 750 International One- 
Day Citofef (B0473990) 1050 DkAJe 
DawW Spoiling Heroes (31101463) 1150 
Close 


EUROSPOflT 


750am Touring Car (40622) 850 Motor 
cycling ^1071) 1050Tennis (26174) 11X0 
live Terms (447470Q) 650pm Spoedwmrid 
(51356) 74» Ten-Pm Beading (14700) 8410 
Dans (58803) 950 nBmaUonal FoocbaB 
(49435) 1150 SpeadwoW (36071) 1250 
Mol across (76439) 1250am Close 


UK GOLD 


SKY SPORTS 2 



7506tn Aerobics (6022975) 750 Sports 
Cenrc (1872277) 850 ^ 

850 Fish TV (347S764) 950 
^^a 6) (6300829) 11-30 FKeayfc 

sss^s^Sss 

Sre’totoea (2507716) 1050 Get I BM 

1^6358) 150am Spons Cenire (9165743) 


250 Close 


750am Nover toe Twain (517053?) 755 
Nolrfibcus (417B93B) 84)0 Crossroads 
(5034754) 855 EastEndera (5457261) 850 
The BU (6179782) 950 Howards' Way 
(6378377) 1050 Shetey (90861931 1030 
Dm Sufews 11420434) 1150 Casualty 
0877026) 1250 Crossroads (53W70B7) 
1255pm NergNMUTB (63040174) 125S 
EastEnders (2413648) 150 Blase The 
House (7638174) 255 Whoops Boghcfed 
fiSO7O05) 255 Dangorfiald P412700) 04S 
The BH (2075822) 4.15 JuM Braw 
(30568613) 550 EaslEnriars (2118209) 
US Bio Bredr (1093026) 650 Tie Bi 
(B322S51) 750 Dad's Army (4313349) 7^0 
Rfeion Dem (1S83754) 850 May to 
Docarnber (4720919) 950 Fawttv Towers 
(1535731) ShooW0a^t6444O^ 
1050 Between tie Lmcs (72414280)11.28 
Mated Video (99B2261) «50 Spwjg 
Image (3786033) 1250am Chfllrwjord la 
(1680323) 150 Tie Equate (6590743) 
150 Tf» Equate (5815410) 2^8 Shco 
Oing (97077675) * 

GRANADA PLUS _ 

BLOWm Tfe BOX 05470711750E! Etert 

Close-Up (22440251 750 
(2223530) 850 BmdDaie[1279^) ^0 
Wtah kteW i050 

(2228716) 11-00 Hawaii Fw-O 
124)0 Crxorttlon SI (8862862) 1250pm 
FxrMes r7E48990) 150 A Fine Romance 

SSSriSB end uy Gtt PWnMI 

250 Wish Me Luci @224464) 350 Jffioi 
Wna (1824358) 450 H»™» 
(1636193) 550 The Saint (5022667) 650 



Nick Notte stare In MuBiotiand Falls (Sky Screen 2, 10 . 00 pm) 


Fanflto (851B55I) 850 Coron elnii 3 
(8507803) 750 Doctor In Charge (5023390) 
750 On toe Buses (B503087) 850 Jason 
King gw*®?) 950 Coronation SI 
(IB33377) 950Wheetoppers and 3rm«s 
Social Club (7688754) 1050 The Sow 
(2927938) 1150 Men & Motors (5163377) 

CARLTON SELECT (CABLE) 

550pm Btodtbustera (87086445) 550Hay 
Dad 8 (70620445) 650 Bytef Grow 
(70627358) 050 A Country Practice 
(70641938) 750 London Bodge 

(67006209) 750 Smtoh O? (7 0630823) 
650 The 10 Percenters (07062629) 850 
GoDdnighl Sueethean (87094484) 850 
Gone to Seed (906073011 1050 The 
Daring Buds Of May (90617643) 11.00 S 
Elscnticie (43967193) 12.00 Coins and 
Maconie'c Movn CM> (879S25021 
1250am Tales of the Unexpected 
(94893089) 1.00 Ocse 

DISNEY CHANNEL _ 

850am Under toe Umbrella Tree 650 
Jungle Cubs 750Recess750Pepper Ann 
550 Brand Spanking New Doug 850 
Trnon and Putrhaa 950 Maddrr The 
Senas 950 Quack Pack 1050 Amazing 
Antrnab 1050 Sesame Sum* 1150 Winnlo 


toe toh TM5 Alphaba Caste 1250 bmo 
Hippo 12.15pm Animal Shelf 1250 Rose 
and Jan 12.45 The Toothbrush Famty 
1250 Bear in me Big Bub House 150 
Wtorte toe Pooh 155 Cnp w Dale 250 
Goal Troop 250 Jungle Cubs 350 firran 
end Pumbaa 350 Brand SparHung New 
Doug 450 Pepper Am 450 Recess 550 
Smsi Guy 850 Studsnt Bodes 050 Teen 
Angel 650 Boy Meets World 750 FUJI: 
Doom Rumen 550 The Wonder Veers 
950 Touched by en Angel 1050 Close 

FOX KIDS NETWORK 

6JMam Power Rangers Jw 750 X Men 
755 Casper 755 Spdaman 850 Goase- 
bumpc 855 Sam and MuB55 Big Bad 
BeedobcKK 850 Masted Ffider 050 
Grimm's Rmy Tates 1050 Pnoccho 1050 
Pte Pan 1150 Ote TwiM 1150 Hud*- 
benyRnn 1250Gutfvai'i Travis 1250pm 
Eekl Siravaganza1245^The Mousaond toe 
Monster 1255 Casper 155 Terrene 
Thunderteds 150 S3tn and Mac 150 
Ertreme Heroes 250 Eagte Raws 250 
Teenage Mutare Hero Tgntes 350 Sky- 
airlej EJnkfikwce 350 Dantey tong Ccun- 
trv 450 The fcreefete Hulk 450 Casper 
550Gooeetumps 550Eene. kidrana s.00 
X Men 850 Spioeman 750 Ck»e 


CARTOON NETWORK 

AD your lovtxirte carloons broadcast from 
550am to aaopm seven days a week. 

NICKELODEON _ 

850am Count Duckuta 650 Gnmmy 750 
Angry Beavers and Hey Arnold 1 750 
Rugrats 850 Doug 850 Aitou 9.00 C8BC 
1050 WimzK's Horse 1050 Ba&ar 1150 
The Mage School Bus 1150 PS Bear ere 
1250 Ropas 1250pm Bk»'s Clue: 150 
Bananas n Pyiamas 150 FranMn 250 
Lube Bear Stones 250 C88C 350 Jumam: 
450 Plpp LongsDCking 450 RuErais 550 
Stsrer Sister 850 Sabrna too Teenage 
Witch 850 Moesna 750 Close 

TROUBLE _ 

750m Baimm 750 Eartoworm Jim 850 
Cebtoma Dreams 850 Hang Tree 950 
Ready or Nor 950 Heartbreak Hgh 1050 
Echo Port 1150 Batman 1150 Earttwratm 
J«i 1250 Saeaf 1250pm HeorUBeak Hgh 
150 Echo Ram 250 Hoflyoate 250 OmhB 
Make 2L4S n'5 m V* Jeans 350 Sweat 350 
Catania Dreams 450 Ready or Not 450 
Saved by the Bcfl 550 Hcdycris550 USA 
High 850 Hang Time 650 Bangs 655 
Rush 750Saved by toe Ban 750 USA Hqh 
850 Close 


CHALLENGE TV 


5.00pm Cross*® 5^5 Fmriy Femmes 
650 Craehftorose7.15 Fifteen-toOne 850 
The Crystal Ma* 9.1 Sprite H Lucky 1050 
3-2-111.15 Stidcy Moments on Ttiur 1250 
Sale ot toe Cemry 1250am Father 
□owing 150 The Fall Guy 250 Booggs 
Dmer 3,00 Snowy ftver The McGregor 
Saga 4MTtwBflVa#ey 550 Screenshog 

BRAVO _ 

850pm The A-Taam (4S76629) 950 Real 
Stories ot th e Highw ay Parol (1019667) 
950 C&ps (6387025)1050 The Basement 
(6301483) 10.15 Bravo s BnSta 162069381 
1050 Red Shoe Danes (277 53 21) 1150 
FILM: Vice Academy V (1996) (7256071) 
150m Bran's Bnefa 12974878) 150 Fted 
Shoe Danes (7243507) 250 Real Stores d 
too highway Patrol (3283168J 250 Cops 
(3262675) 350 FILM: Btacuta (1972) 
(10696941550 The A-Taam (2225781) 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

7.00pm Cosby (7025) 750 Roseame 
(1193) 850 Grace Under Fie (34451 850 
Caroline r toe City (5280) 950 Cytxfl 


(60445| 950 Elian (69377) 1050 Frqaet 
C1629) 1050 Cheers (30377) 1150 
Dudvnan (659901 1150 Urmawal Acts 
(B6532) 1250 Nissee (49385) 1250m If9 
Gary Shandteg's Show (349651 150 
Frasw (56781) 150 Cheers (63101) 250 
Csrttre n the Cry (42781) 250 Unnatural 
Ads (38588) 350 Roseame (45217) 350 
Cytri (52168) 450 Close 

THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 

850pm Quantum Laap (3338713) 950 The 
Cape (9938*7) 1050 FHJ4: The PWto- 
MpUm Experiment (1984) (2354648) 
1250 Stengs (6533304) 150m 

Hantagw Gaiactca (4954304) 2.00 Friday 
toe 1301 (0384472) 350 Tales oI toe 
Unexpected (1245675) 350 Dark Shadows 
14427120)450 Close 

HOME & LEISURE _ 

9.00m The Joy ol Parttng 950 The 
Gaden Show 1050 Grassroots 1050 New 
Yantec Wortchop 1150 Andy Utile's 
Anghng Adremue 1150 HomaMnB 1250 
Home Savvy 1250pm This Old House 150 
Yon Con Cook — Tho Best ol Asa 150 
Fumuure u Go 2.00 Doing ii Up 250 
Anuques Challenge 350 The Ocerran 350 
Home Agan 450Ctoea 

DISCOVERY _ 

450pm Rex Hurt Rshing World (6329464) 
450 Zoo Sloty 10325648) 550 rrt! R-Stoto 
(8191087) 550 Tnw Trawtaa (8236700) 
650 WHdMe SOS (6233613) 650 Adven- 
lur» Of the Quest (4372532) 750 Qsaster 
(8326377) 950 Animal X (8017077) 850 
The Sdpematural 0709006) 950 UVmaw 
GiKfc (4532667) 1050 Croendie HuMfir 
(4595754) 1150 Oifllaws (3656532) 1250 
Fan Fng^rs (3764675) 1230m Disaster 
(1688965) 1.00 Em ChaBerge '97 
(2172548) 250 Ctoee 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

750pm Realy WU Arenals (9472648) 
750 FSc#B Across toe World (7100716) 
EL00 UfBoato. Tenor on toe Shores 
19431396) 850 Everest' Into toe Death 
Zone (94806031 950 Lord ol the Animate. 
Zbngrran and toe Cormorant's Egg 
(2600396) 950 Extreme Earth Mourcans 
Ol Fire (9652385) 1050 Springtime (or toe 
Wedoefi Seals (162935811150 Beauty and 
the Beasts A Leopard’s Story (9)11174) 
1250 Mahers r toe Wild Bmgng Up 
Baby (4492192) 1.00am Close 


TRAVEL (CABLE) 


1250 On Top Of The wood 150pm Snow 
Solan 150 Floyd On Qz 250 On Toir 250 
The Great Escape 350 Across The Lna 
350 Real Worid 450 Innocani Abroad 450 
Go Greece 550 Snon StaiS50Wo1d- 
vnde Guide 650 Floyd On Qz 650 On Tou 
7.00 Destlrubons 850 Steppng The Wtarid 
850 The Flavours Ol France 850 On Top 
01 The World 1050 The Great 
1050 Floyd On Spam 11.00 WOMwkfe 
Guide 1150 Fbdge Fbdera 1250 Ctose 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

450pm The Red Empve (3748629) $50 
Century (2594822) 650 Anoeri Myuenas 
(6164822) 750 Biogratfv George Wash 
ngton — Fourxtng (2S7C025) 850 Ctosa 

CARLTON FOOD (CABLE) 

950am Food Neiurak Daly 050 Food lor 
Thought 1050 Feasts of the worid 1050 
What's Cootaig? 1150 WorraH Thompson 
Cooks 1150 Gntoam Ken's Kitcnen 1250 
Food Network DaMy 1250pm Year al 
BoDymatoe 150 Food tar Thoucrt 200 
Jenny Bristow's County Cootag 250 
Food Network Dtfy 350 Navy Lan's Wbk 
Wz 350 Wbrrafl Thompson Cocks 450 
Anton Mosanann—Naruraflv 450 So You 
Think You CanT Cook 550 Close 

LIVING _ 

5.00m Tiny Living 950 Ready, Steady. 
Coot. 955 Han to Han 1050 The Young 

and toe Rassess ii5D Braotaxfe 1150 
Jimmy's 1250pm Dvina issues 1250 Dm 
Shan 15S Adrenalin Junkies 250 Living It 
Upt350Jeny Sprrger 4.10^Tempestt 500 
The Heal Is On 530 Ready. Steady. Cook 
510 Jerry Spnnger 750 Rescue 911 750 
Mystenes. Megc and Miracles 850 
Rotonda 950 Po*ce Story 1150 Sex Ue 
Dcwn Under 1250 Closo 

ZEE TV _ 

530m Kejaga Bao 750 Jaagran 750 
Grioomo Aama 850 News 850 Hi Zinttep 
Bye Ztndagi 500 Manta 950 Satsarg 
1050 Tara 1150 low Cal 1150 Daras 
1250 FILM 350pm Hum Aapke Ham Woh 
350Cteraar 450 Hum Paanch450 Lbeny 

soo Cham Onema 530 Teen Do Paancn 

850 Banegi Apn Baa 530 Ad TiM hto 
750 Yta Hal Zhdag. 750 Bare Ban Jaye 
500 News 530 Dostaan 950 Yeh Zkidagi 
1050 Busteess 1050 Amaanat 1150 
Purush Kshena 1250 Ctase 


5 






ft 


r- 

d 

I? 

S 

r. 

1 

e 


V. 

1. 

£ 

a 


1 

I 

I 

\ 

i 


1 

| 


1 

i 


1 


l 







44 



SNOOKER 38 

Parrott puts rival 
to flight at 

world championship 


SPORT 

WEDNESDAY APRIL 221998 


CRICKET 40 

Brown quick 
off the mark 
for Surrey 



United planning £18m bid for Del Piero 



M anchester United have 
been linked to a bid of £18 
million, a British record 
fee. to bring Alessandro del Piero, 
the finest young Italian forward of 
his generation, to Old TrafforcL 
With the £10 million purchase of 
Jaap Siam, the Holland defender, 
likely to be completed tins week and 
with the return to combative health 
of Roy Keane in midfield, this would 
give United the spine of genuine 
European Cup contenders. 

The opening of the pic purse, 
heralded by Alex Ferguson, the 
manager, last week, when he spoke 
of a potential £60 million being 
required to raise United to the 
heights of Real Madrid. Juventus. 
AC Milan and Barcelona, is subject 
to what Dei Piero wants. 

Informed sources — inevitably 
agents, for they are the men who 


Del Piero: imperious 


move the market—in Italy speak of 
an offer already tabled. United deny 
this, insisting that Del Piero has not 
been discussed at board level, and 
that £60 million would never be 
spent, “even if we had that kind of 
money" Their reasoning on price 
may be' judged in comparison with 
the value placed on Oliver Bierhofif. 
who yesterday confirmed that he 
wiII be moving from Udznese to AC 
Milan for £8 million. Bierhoff is six 
years older than Del Piero, does not 
have the same class of finesse or 
finishing skills and is not that most 
valued commodity, an Italian hero. 

Del Piero, imperials with right¬ 
footed free kicks from any distance 
and elusive to defences that think 
they have him. is 23. His record of 
scoring 21 European Cup goals in 
three seasons has eclipsed those of 
Marco van Hasten, Michel Platini. 


Rob Hughes on an audacious transfer 
coup being considered at Old Trafford 


Jari Utmanen ... indeed, everyone 
tor Jos6 Altafini, the Brazilian who 
graced Milan and Juventus in the 
1960s. 

The question of whether United 
would really break the transfer 
record — and, moreover, meet the 
E2_5 million-per-season salary de¬ 
manded for Del Piero — has been 
answered partially by the fee for 
Stain. Arguably among the top three 
European defenders, Stam is 25 and 
has mental and physical toughnesss 
to bring to the English game. Del 
Piero is much more than that. 
Because his technique is exquisite, 
he finds space where none may 


seem to exist, because his pace is 
exceptional, he can create and finish 
out of nothing, and because, as he 
demonstrated in Monaco last week, 
he can volley memorable goals from 
shoulder height, he is an entertainer 
as well as a conditioned athlete. He 
understands the game and knows 
how to make others play. If United 
could sign him, he might be the 
catalyst that has been missing since 
Eric Cantona retired, the forward of 
great presence who, even when the 
team is stale, can score vital goals. 

But why would Juventus part 
with him? Because they always da 
Del Piero has not asked for a 


transfer, but his lawyers, aware that 
disloyalty cuts two ways, know that 
the Juventus principle of vender* e 
vincere — sell and win — has been 
operated ruthlessly by the dub, it 
assumes match winners to be as 
interchangable as light bulbs. 

Marcello Lippi, the Juventus 
coach, has, season by season, 
recreated the attack despite the dub 
salesmen, Ludano Moggi and Rob¬ 
erto Bettega, constantly selling his 
finishers. Vialli and Ravanelli went 
in 1996, Boksic and Vteri last season, 
as well as Jugovjc and, before them. 
Roberto Baggio, Casiraghi, Moller 
and Paulo Sousa. 

Tonight, Del Piero resumes his 
partnership with Vieri for Italy 
against Paraguay, one made by 
Lippi and broken by Moggi when 
Atietico Madrid signed Vteri for £12 
million. A week ago. Del Hero was 


England coach fields strong side 


Hoddle hopes 
for healing 
effect of victory 

By Oliver Holt, football correspondent 


seen dining in London with ViaUi, 
now the Chelsea player-manager.. 
The players share the same agent, 
Claudio Pasqualine, a lawyer who, 
aware that there are two seasons to 
goon Del Piero’s contract, is happy 
with speculation that Del Piero 
admires many United players. For, 
if United know the price of the 
player. Del Hero's advisers know - 
his worth to Juventus. 

This might be the one player that 
Juventus dare not sell. Thus, the 
agent lets it be known that he feds 
underpaid in comparison with Ron¬ 
aldo and would listen to offers of a 
new contract at double his salary. 
Del Piero wants the future decided 
by June or. his handlers say, he will 
allow his contract to run (town. 
Bosman-slyle. The sting is in the tail 
and United will only know if the 
player is for sale once a bid is made. 


MARCASPLANO 


HE HAS been made to suffer 
for them all week. He has been 
pilloried and ridiculed. All the 
fury of an Inquisition has been 
unleashed upon him as if he 
was some sort of crazy heretic. 
Tonight at Wembley, though. 
Glenn Hoddle will commit 
himself to 11 more acts of faith 
and begin England’s count¬ 
down to the World Cup in 
earnest. 

The England manager 
spent much of yesterday's 
press conference at Bisham 
Abbey defending once more 
his inclusion of the healer. 
Eileen Drewery, in the entou¬ 
rage that accompanies his 
squad. He was also forced to 
deny that he had engaged the 
spoon-bender. Uri Geller, to 
lend even more fantastical 
help to the national team by 
beaming good vibrations 
down on the players during 
matches. 

Behind all the froth, behind 


all the bemused amusement 
about noddle's discomfort, 
there are matters that cannot 
be laughed away to contend 
with beneath the Twin Towers 
tonight In this friendly inter¬ 
national against Portugal, the 
first of die quartet of matches 
that are all England have left 
before the World Cup begins, 
the experimenting will stop 


Scots fear Brown’s axe ... 41 
Gullit brought to book . 41 


and the team will begin to 
prepare for the real tiling. 

In Hoddle^s normal par¬ 
lance. his squad will put its 
"■World Cup head on". Yester¬ 
day, he chose to say that they 
will go into “World Cup 
mode". What it means is that, 
from tonight, he will probably 
try to play his strongest XI. 
The period for giving outsid¬ 




ers a chance to force their way 
in has come to an end. These 
are the matches for perfecting 
and honing his best side. 

Against Portugal, a quick, 
skilful team chosen for their 
similarity to Romania and 
Colombia, two of England* 
group opponents in France, 
the team, with the obvious 
exception of Alan Shearer for 
Ian Wright is likely to be very 
dose to tiie one that gained the 
goalless draw in Rome in 
October and won its way 
through to the finals by right 

At last the “spine” of David 
Seaman. Tony Adams. Paul . 
Ince and Shearer that Hoddle 
relies upon even more than a 
healers hands will be in place 
again. Ince said on Monday 
that if they could stay fit 
England had the ability to win 
the tournament 

The only problem is the 
fitness of Paul Gascoigne. His 
injury problems seem to have 
followed him doggedly from 
Glasgow to Middlesbrough 
and he is trying desperately to 
overcome ankle aind groin 
problems. Hoddle said that he 
rated his chances of taking the 
field against the Portuguese at 
only 40 per cent If he does not 
play, his place will probably 
be taken by Paul Scholes, of 
Manchester United. 

“Gascoigne is struggling for 
tomorrow, that's for sure." 
Hoddle said. "His injuries 
could need rest and we have 
got to look at the overall 
situation in the long term to 
get him possibly fit by the end 
of the season. If I feel the ankle 
isn’t right that he'd be playing 
75 per cent fit that would be 
too much of a risk. It would 
put him under strain and by 
making it worse we could put 
him out of football for two or 
three weeks” 

At least Gascoigne still has a 
fighting chanoe of recovery. 
Jamie Redknapp. who would 
have made an able under¬ 
study to the mercurial mid- 
field player, was told 
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Hoddle ponders his injury problems and his line-up for the match against Portugal at Wembley tonight Gascoigne is his main fitness worry 


yesterday that his chances of 
going to France were virtually 
nil because a knee ligament 
strain had ruled him out until 
the end of the domestic season. 

lan Wright the Arsenal 
forward who has been out of 
action for three months with a 
succession of injuries, took his 
place in front of the media at 
Bisham this week and exhibit¬ 
ed such a positive, balanced 
approach that it seemed to 
bode well for his prospects of 
regaining his fitness in time. If 
he is fit sources within the 
camp say Hoddle wflj take 
him as much for his bonhomie 
as the threat he could bring 
from the substitutes' bench. 

“Experiences change you," 
Wright said. “Things that you 
go through and how things 
pan out In an ideal world. I 


BtGLAIto (prcbabte: 3-5-2): D Seaman 
(Amend] — GNevOe Mmdiester United). 
A Adamo (Arsenal), G Southgate (Aston 
V*ol — O Beckham (Manchester United), 
D Batty (Newcadta United), p Ince 
(Liverpool). P Seriates (Manchester Uni¬ 
ted). G Le Saux (fchefeea) - E 
Stwlngham (Manchester Unted). A 
Shearer (Newcastle Uniied). 


would have started the season, 
ended up top scorer, not hit the 
post in Rome, carried on 
playing, won the league, the 
FA Cup and go to the World 
Cup and win that But it 
doesn't work like that. You 
have to play with the hand you 
are dealt 

“I just have to deal with the 
feet that my injuries have been 
absolute bad luck and if you 
look at it like that, it is quite 


easy to stay positive. Being 
with Arsenal, you know there 
is always going to be the threat 
of someone coming in and 
taking your position. ) have 
tried to play every season as if 
someone is trying to take ray 
position. This season Nicolas 
Andka and Christopher Wreh 
have proved they are capable 
of sustaining a challenge. 

That will make me, when I 
come back, doubly deter¬ 
mined to win back the spot 
and keep it- That is part of the 
natural process of getting back 
in the first team and not 
getting the cigar out There 
was a time when I might have 
been the first name on the 
sheet But that has changed 
and 1 have changed with that, 
and I do not have a problem 
with that at all." 




No 1386 


ACROSS 

1 State as Brunei, Oman (9) 

6 Assistance (3) 

8 Work for right (5) 

9 Distilling retort (once) (7] 

10 Dress ornament: sounds 
like open (6) 

12 One to whom cheque made 
oat (5) 

13 Savour (6) 

14 Raps; pinks (engine) (6) 

17 A diva; her toast, sauce (5) 
19 Printed mistakes (6) 

2 J Displaced person (7) 

22 Kidsfcm(5) 

23 Wort of assent p) 

24 Handling: medical atten¬ 
tion (9) 


DOWN 

1 Go away! (4) 

2 Of the side; sort of thinking 

17) 

3 Relevant (3) 

4 Lack of interest (6) 

5 Surprising event (3-6) 

6 Religious house (5) 

7 Chuzzlewit author (7) 

11 Furious attack (9) 

13 Take a new wife (7) 

15 Ajewefc a road marking (i- 

3 ) 

16 Become distant (6) 

18 Raises: attics (5) 

20 Subsequent (4) 

22 Took (exam); did judging 
session (3) 


Geller accused of bending the facts 


SOLUTION TO NO 1385 

ACROSS: I Soho 3 Immersed 9 Impel 10 Marilyn 
U Horatio 12 Ewer 14 Abrupt 16 Stewed 18 Star 
19 Adjudge 22 Richard 23Blini 24 Silencer 25 Ague 
DOWN; I Skinhead 2 Hypercritical 4 Mammon 
5 Earnest 6 Stiver wedding 7 Dine 8 Flat 13 Adhesive 
15 Pertain 17 Handle 20Jobs 21 Iris 
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T here was a time when 
the daily bulletins per¬ 
taining to England's 
build-up to the finals of lead¬ 
ing tournaments involved lit¬ 
tle more than medical updates 
on groin strains and the like. 
Those seeking a spicy angle, 
more often than not, would be 
disappointed. 

Not any more. For the 
second successive day yester¬ 
day. at the training headquar¬ 
ters at Bisham Abbey, the 
conversation verged on the 
surreal. Prompted by his still 
gogglwyed audience, Glenn 
Hoddle. the England coach, 
delved deeper into the role 
that Eileen Drewery, his faith 
healer, will play in prepara¬ 
tions for the World Cup finals. 

“It is all about giving the 
playera the best opportunity to 
be mentally and physically 
ready to go to France," 
Hoddle said.-“I can see the 
benefit of it and so can the 
players; thafs why they go 
bade to see Eileen in their own 
spare time. 

“I'm not worried about 
what people say. It’s part of 
our medical back-up, I know 
it works. I’ve never forced a 


Russell Kempson on another odd 
day on the road to the World Cup 


player to see her, I've just 
suggested it. ft’s always down 
to them. Eileen will be with us 
until we go to France. We may 
even take her with us if need 
be." 

Hoddle had arrived not by 
spaceship, as many expected, 
Wtt by dtauffettr-driven jeep 
as ducks waddled about the 
Abbey’s beautifully mani- 


T finlS 


bisham 

41 abbey 

.« TWlHNED 
i , WOP 

Lourdes 



cured lawns. He appeared 
cairn, unfiustered by the ridi¬ 
cule in the morning newspa¬ 
pers and readily and 
rationally responded to fur¬ 
ther questioning about his 
alternative beliefs. Notice¬ 
ably, the smirking among his 
inquisitors had ceased. 

He was irked, though* by 
the daims of Uri Geller, 
paranormal ist, bender of cut¬ 
lery and self-publicist 
extraordinaire, that be and 
Drewery had visited Generis 
palatial home in Sonning. 
near Reading, for discussions 
of a sensitive yet undisclosed 
nature. The meeting, appar¬ 
ently. did not take place 

"I met Uri once, four years 
ago," Hoddle said, “but we've 
not met since. 1 have not been 
to dinner with him, I’ve not 
seen him." Perhaps, it was 
suggested, that he hod been to 
dinner with him but did not 
realise it that Geller had been 
there in spirit, "if he was." 


Hoddle said, "he didn’t pay 
the biti." 

Five miles away, at 
Sonning, Geller offered a 
different version, “Glenn was 
here with Eileen in my 
bouse," he said. “I can't say 
when it was or what we spoke 
about but it was something 
quite incredible. He has to 
deny certain things, I 
understand that and iris OK. 
but it did happen. They were 
here." 

GeOer says he has already 
visited Marseilles, where 
England play Tunisia m their 
opening World Cup fixture on 
June 15k sneaked into the 
Stade Velodrome and sprin¬ 
kled his power-inducing crys¬ 
tals. He is also negotiating for 
air space so that he can hover 
in a helicopter above the 
stadiums in which are Eng¬ 
land playing and wiD the 
team to victory. 

“Ill be up there, most 
definitely," he said. “I’ll be 
sending down my power, my 
energy, my positive vibra¬ 
tions. I know that Glenn, In 
his heart will be saying ’Uri, 
go for it* but he can’t say so 
publicly." 




Graham Gooch Eng&sh cricket legend 
Advanced Hair finds, the wood's 
no.1* hair replacement company, with 
tens of thousands of clients worldwide 
announces the latest breakthrough in 
hair loss - non-surgica! srmo-ctsranp 
skin graft. This is a process by which a 
skin-like membrane is fused into 
existing scalp and hair to thicken 
thinning or sparee areas of the scalp. 
SRAADttrSRAfcTis a patented process 
exclusive to Advanced Hair Studio. 
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